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Official  Document,  No.  5. 


REPORT 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  5,  1899. 
To  His  Excellency,  William  A.  Stone,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  June  5,  1899,  being  the 
sixty  sixth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  The  most  important  school  legislation  enacted  during 
the  last  decade  was  the  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly  lengthening 
the  minimum  school  term  to  seven  months.  This  legislation  affecis 
752  districts  which  heretofore  had  a  term  of  six  months.  It  brings  an 
additional  month  of  schooling  within  reach  of  over  two  hundred  thou- 
sand children.  In  the  average  length  of  the  school  year,  Pennsylvania 
will  henceforth  rank  eighth,  if  not  seventh,  among  the  states  of  this 
Union,  but  will  not  outrank  Maryland,  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
among  our  adjacent  states.  In  Maryland  the  minimum  term  is  seven 
and  a  half  months,  in  New  York  it  is  eight  months,  and  in  New  Jersey 
nine  months.  In  addition  to  these,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  and  perhaps  California  will  still  be  ahead  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  although  inferior  in  actual  wealth  and  in  mineral  and 
agricultural  resources. 

In  Pennsylvania,  as  elsewhere,  the  demand  for  good  schools  and  a 
long  school  term  is  strongest  where  the  hopes  of  youth  are  centered 
not  in  the  soil  but  in  the  industries  demanding  a  high  degree  of  in- 
telligence. Some  of  the  richest  farming  districts  have  been  the  slow- 
est to  improve  their  school  facilities  either  by  lengthening  the  term  or 
by  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  teachers.  Pennsylvania  has  never 
imitated  the  example  of  states  which  fix  by  law  a  minimum  salary  for 
teachers.  The  fixing  of  salaries  is  delegated  to  the  directors  who  levy 
the  taxes;  but  a  minimum  school  term  was  long  ago  specified  as  a  con- 
dition for  sharing  in  the  State  appropriation  to  schools.  As  was  the 
case  with  the  children  of  Israel,  the  law  has  been  a  schoolmaster  to 
many  of  the  rural  districts.  The  last  district  in  the  entire  Common- 
wealth to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  common  school  system  did  so  in 
1898,  and  thereby  put  itself  in  harmony  with  the  statutes,  fixing  a 
minimum  term  and  requiring  teachers  to  hold  a  legal  certificate. 

(Hi) 
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The  movement  to  make  illiteracy  and  ignorance  impossible  in  Penn- 
sylvania lias  not  met  with  entire  success;  yet  the  results  are  encourag- 
ing. It  has  led  to  successive  enactments  for  lengthening  the  school 
term,  to  laws  making  attendance  at  school  compulsory  and  to  legisla- 
tion regulating  the  employment  of  persons  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 
At  first  the  minimum  school  term  was  fixed  at  three  months.  A  pro- 
vision in  the  act  of  1849  required  a  four  months'  term ;  in  1851  this  pro- 
vision was  repealed;  in  1854  it  was  restored.  In  1872  the  minmum 
term  was  lengthened  to  five  months;  in  1887  to  six  months;  in  1899  to 
seven  months.  The  average  for  the  entire  State  has  always  been 
above  the  minimum  fixed  by  law.  In  the  last  nine  years  the  average 
has  been  from  one  and  three  quarters  to  two  months  above  the  mini- 
mum. This  is  mostly  due  to  the  longer  school  terms  of  the  cities, 
boroughs  and  suburban  districts.  Parents  in  the  vicinity  of  such  dis- 
tricts often  pay  tuition  in  order  to  secure  for  their  children  the  su- 
perior advantages  of  a  longer  term  in  graded,  schools,  thus  actually 
paying  a  double  tax  in  support  of  the  public  schools. 

In  many  districts  the  directors  hailed  with  delight  the  change  in 
the  law  fixing  the  minimum  term  at  seven  months  because  it  relieves 
them  from  criticism  for  taking  a  step  which  they  felt  ought  to  be  taken 
and  which  they  hesitated  to  take  through  fear  of  incurring  the  ire  of 
taxpayers.  With  every  increase  in  the  length  of  the  minimum  term 
it  was  confidently  predicted  that  the  directors  would  lower  the  wages 
of  the  teachers  and  thus  make  up  for  the  expense  of  the  added  month. 
An  examination  of  the  general  averages  reported  for  1873,  and  1888 
shows  nothing  of  the  kind,  although  in  some  districts  there  was  the 
usual  fluctuation  of  salaries.  The  reports  for  1900  will  show  whether 
the  appreciation  of  the  teacher  has  diminished  in  the  districts  actually 
affected  by  the  statute  lengthening  the  minimum  term  to  seven 
months. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  enforcement  of  compulsory  at- 
tendance at  school.  The  arguments  used  to  justify  farmers  for  not 
complying  with  this  law,  will  sound  strange  in  the  next  century.  "A 
man  having  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,"  writes  the  secretary  of  a 
school  board,  "has  a  son  ten  years  of  age  and  keeps  him  out  of  school 
to  help  to  plow,  to  put  out  the  wheat  and  to  do  the  fall  work.  The 
father  has  no  man  to  help  him  and  cannot  get  any  help  at  wages 
which  he  can  afford  to  pay:  is  he  liable  to  the  fine  for  not  sending  his 
son  to  school?"  Another  affirms  that  the  parents  are  deprived  of 
their  personal  rights  and  constitutional  liberties  if  the  State  steps  in 
and  says  to  the  farmer  that  he  must  send  his  eleven  year  old  son  to 
school  while  there  is  work  for  him  at  home.  A  quarter  of  a  century 
ago  similar  sentiments  were  heard  from  the  lips  of  prominent  school 
officials  and  were  applauded  at  educational  meetings.  To-day  very 
different  views  prevail.  The  value  of  a  child's  time  at  school  is  now 
estimated  by  the  difference  between  the  earnings  of  uneducated  and 
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educated  labor.  An  estimate  of  this  kind  by  Supt.  Cole,  of  Huntingdon, 
W.  Va.,  should  be  discussed  in  every  school  and  every  home.  Assum- 
ing- that  an  ignorant  man  has  work  three  hundred  days  in  a  year  and 
earns  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  (certainly  a  liberal  estimate)  he  can  in 
forty  years  earn  $18,000.  The  work  of  an  educated  man  is  paid  by  the 
month  or  the  year,  seldom  by  the  day.  Assuming  that  an  educated 
man  earns  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  (a  low  average  estimate)  we  see 
that  in  forty  years  his  earnings  will  amount  to  $40,000.  The  differ- 
ence of  $22,000  should  be  credited  to  the  years  spent  in  getting  an 
education.  Dividing  this  amount  by  the  days  necessary  to  get  a  good 
education,  say  twelve  years  of  nine  months  each  or  eleven  years  of 
200  days  each,  we  get  as  the  value  of  a  day  properly  improved  at 
school,  a  sum  equal  to  ten  dollars.  According  to  this  result,  the  addi- 
tion of  twenty  days  to  the  school  life  of  two  hundred  thousand  chil- 
dren would  mean  the  addition  of  forty  million  dollars  annually  to  the 
future  productice  capacity  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  figures  do  not 
appear  incredible  to  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  well  known  cal- 
culation of  United  States  Commissioner  Harris  who  compares  the 
average  earnings  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  United  States 
(average  school  life  equal  to  four  years  of  two  hundred  days  each) 
with  the  average  earnings  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  (where  the 
average  school  life  is  seven  years  of  two  hundred  each)  and  finds  an 
excess  of  earnings  which  amounts  for  the  entire  population  of  that 
Commonwealth  to  the  magnificent  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lion dollars  annually. 

It  has  been  objected  that  in  some  places  uneducated  janitors  receive 
more  pay  than  the  teachers  and  that  the  teacher's  wages  prove  the 
above  calculation  to  be  false.  Perhaps  the  figures  need  modification. 
For  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  schools  are  largely  taught  by 
women  and  that  unfortunately  they  are  not  as  well  paid  for  their  work 
as  men.  From  the  days  in  which  a  band  of  pious  women  lingered  last 
around  the  cross  and  came  first  to  the  open  sepulchre  on  the  morning 
of  the  resurrection,  woman  has  been  doing  missionary  work,  seldom 
getting  equal  pay  for  equal  work  alongside  of  her  stronger  brother. 
Although  she  is  no  longer  regarded  as  an  intruder  in  public  places,  as 
was  the  case  in  many  of  the  provincial  cities  of  the  Roman  Empire 
where  a  respectable  matron  could  not  show  herself  upon  the  streets 
unless  borne  by  the  stout  arms  of  German  and  Gallic  slaves 
whose  duty  it  was  to  defend  her  from  insult  and  danger,  yet  even  in 
America,  which  in  comparison  with  European  countries  has  been 
called  the  paradise  of  woman,  she  does  not  receive  just  pay  for  her 
work  (may  the  present  agitation  in  her  favor  produce  abundant  re- 
sults in  better  pay);  and  a  calculation  based  upon  the  future  earnings 
of  boys  receiving  a  thorough  education,  cannot  be  upset  by  quoting 
the  unjust  salaries  now  paid  to  women  teachers. 
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Moreover  nearly  eleven  thousand  teachers  hold  provisional  certifi- 
cates, and  this  on  its  face  shows  they  have  not  received  and  cannot  give 
the  kind  of  education  demanded  by  the  above  calculation  of  the  value 
of  a  boy's  time.  In  no  rural  district  with  a  six  or  seven  month's  term  of 
school  can  such  an  education  be  secured,  even  supposing  that  no  time 
is  wasted  in  idleness  or  absence  from  school,  or  through  inefficient 
teaching.  If  a  boy  has  not  made  a  mistake  in  selecting  his  parents, 
that  is,  if  he  has  been  born  with  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body,  if  he 
grows  up  in  a  good  home  and  enjoys  the  tuition  of  good  teachers  for 
the  time  above  specified,  which,  of  course,  includes  a  good  high  school 
course,  the  calculation  that  a  boy's  time  at  school  is  worth  ten  dollars 
a  day  will  not  be  found  far  wrong.  If  to  the  high  school  course,  he 
adds  college  and  professional  courses,  a  simple  calculation  will  show 
that  the  time  properly  improved  in  study  is  worth  double,  if  not  many 
times  this  amount.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  abridges  his  school  days 
by  irregular  attendance  or  by  absence  either  at  the  beginning  or  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  he  inevitably  diminishes  the  value  of  the  days  on 
which  he  attends  school.  In  other  words  the  value  of  school  days  is 
enhanced  by  regular  attendance,  by  the  length  and  thoroughness  of 
the  course  of  study  pursued,  whilst  their  value  in  future  earning  power 
is  diminished  by  breaks  in  the  attendance,  by  short  terms  of  school,  by 
poor  teaching  and  by  failure  to  improve  the  time  spent  at  school. 

It  is  apparent  that  if  a  farmer  keeps  his  ten  year  old  son  at  home  to 
do  work  which  is  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  while 
every  day  of  the  boy's  time  properly  spent  at  school  yields  ten  dollars 
in  future  earning  capacity,  he  is  really  robbing  eight  and  half  dollars 
from  the  family  estate.  Even  if  this  result  is  two  or  three  or  even  four 
times  as  high  as  it  should  be,  the  foregoing  still  remains  a  case  of  rob- 
bing the  boy  of  future  earning  capacity. 

The  argument  that  parents  have  a  right  to  the  labor  of  their  chil- 
dren on  the  farm  when  the  law  says  these  children  shall  be  at  school, 
reminds  one  of  the  earlier  half  of  this  century  when  in  England  and 
elsewhere  little  boys  and  girls  were  obliged  to  rise  at  four  and  five 
o'clock  in  order  to  work  in  the  mine  and  the  factory.  Being  small  and 
handy  they  could  get  along  where  horses  and  mules  could  not,  and  the 
mill  owners,  land  owners  and  stock  jobbers  who  collected  millions 
from  their  unrequited  toil,  found  what  were  to  them  and  to  the  parents 
convincing  arguments  in  favor  of  employing  children  who  had  not  yet 
reached  their  teens.  That  the  growth  of  these  children  was  stunted 
by  the  work  imposed  made  no  difference,  because  laws  against  such 
abuse  of  child  labor  were  robbing  parents  and  employers  of  their 
personal  liberty  and  constitutional  rights.  Any  person  familiar  with 
farm  work  knows  that  a  boy  at  ten  or  eleven  is  too  weak  to  handle  a 
plow  and  that  he  may  suffer  life  long  injury  from  the  effects  of  such 
over-work.     Let  the  harm  done  to  the  future  health  and  earning  ca 
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parity  of  boys  who  must  do  work  beyond  their  years,  be  thoroughly 
understood  in  every  community,  and  soon  there  will  grow  up  every- 
where an  irresistible  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion. Let  the  value  of  child  time  and  the  effect  of  education  upon 
future  earning  power  be  discussed  in  every  school  and  every  home; 
and  both  parents  and  children  will  see  the  significance  of  time  prop- 
erly spent  at  school.  Directors  will  no  longer  resign  rather  than  en- 
force the  compulsory  law;  and  they  will  secure  teachers  against  whom 
the  charge  cannot  be  made  that  they  are  wasting  the  time  and  effort 
of  the  children  through  bad  management  and  unskillful  instruction. 

VACCINATION    AND    COMPULSORY    ATTENDANCE    AT 
SCHOOL. 

There  is  also  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  law  where  par- 
ents refuse  to  have  their  children  vaccinated.  Although  in  view  of 
the  triumphant  experiments  of  Pasteur  and  other  scientists,  the  prin- 
ciple of  vaccination  is  now  generally  accepted  as  indisputable,  yet 
there  will  always  be  children  who  cannot  be  successfully  vaccinated 
as  well  as  children  whom  on  account  of  their  general  health  a  physi- 
cian hesitates  to  vaccinate.  Moreover  some  parents  hesitate  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated  on  account  of  views  which  they  honestly  en- 
tertain against  vaccination.  Shall  such  children  be  doomed  to  grow 
up  without  schooling?  An  affirmative  answer  would  recall  the  legis- 
lation of  by-gone  ages.  In  ancient  times  the  Mitylenians  when  master 
of  the  sea  punished  the  allies  who  had  revolted,  by  not  allowing  their 
children  to  be  taught,  deeming  this  the  severest  punishment  which 
can  be  inflicted.  A  Roman  Emperor,  who  sought  to  crush  Chris- 
tianity, forbade  the  christians  to  send  their  children  to  school  or  to 
have  them  educated.  And  in  the  closing  decade  of  the  nineteenth 
century  a  State  law  excludes  from  the  Sunday  school  and  from  the 
week-day  school  all  children  who  can  not  present  certificates  of  suc- 
cessful vaccination.  During  a  small-pox  epidemic  the  public  health 
demands.the  removal  of  every  possible  source  of  infection  and  without 
doubt  justifies  the  exclusion  from  school  of  those  who  fail  to  adopt 
the  usual  means  of  prevention;  but  when  there  is  no  danger  of  infec- 
tion, directors  naturally  hesitate  to  exclude  children  who  cannot  be 
safely  or  successfully  vaccinated  as  well  as  children  whose  parents  re- 
fuse to  have  them  vaccinated.  And  when  parents  invoke  the  aid  of 
the  law  against  the  admission  of  unvaccinated  children  in  order  to  es- 
cape the  penalty  for  not  sending  them  to  school,  directors  find  that 
they  have  to  deal  with  laws  which  are  mutually  contradictory.  At 
this  pojnt  supplementary  legislation  is  needed,  and  it  will  require  the 
knowledge  and  wisdom  of  the  expert  to  avoid  undoing  the  good  ac- 
complished by  two  laws  which  are  in  themselves  salutary  enactments 
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and  which  need  modification  only  in  exceptional  instances.  For  the 
present  the  directors  are  advised  to  exercise  their  judgment  in  favor 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  children  whenever  a  conflict  arises  in  the 
enforcement  of  these  statutes. 

THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 

Since  January  1, 1898,  it  has  been  "unlawful  for  any  manufacturing 
establishment,  mercantile  industry,  laundry,  renovating  works,  print- 
ing office,  mechanical  or  other  industrial  establishment  to  employ 
any  minor  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  who  can  not  read  and  write 
in  the  English  language,  unless  he  presents  a  certificate  of  having  at- 
tended during  the  preceding  year  an  evening  or  day  school  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  weeks." 

The  italics  are  not  in  the  act  of  Assembly.  They  should  be  in 
every  teachers'  mind.  For  English  is  destined  to  be  the  language  of 
this  country.  It  is  now  the  language  of  our  legislative  assemblies,  of 
our  courts  of  justice,  of  our  common  schools  and  higher  institutions  of 
learning.  There  was  a  time  in  the  last  century  when  the  large  influx 
of  emigrants  from  Germany  made  the  English-speaking  people  of 
Pennsylvania  fear  that  their  language  might  be  crowded  out  by  a 
dialect  of  the  German.  To-day  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  observer 
that  English  is  destined  in  no  long  time  to  replace  in  the  home,  in  the 
pulpit  and  in  daily  intercourse  all  the  other  languages  and  dialects  of 
our  cosmopolitan  population.  Our  ideas  of  the  home,  of  the  school,  of 
social  life,  of  business,  of  government,  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  are 
essentially  Anglo-Saxon;  and  the  sooner  all  our  people  acquire  and  use 
the  English  language,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  children  and  our 
country.  According  to  a  French  philosopher  the  language  is  the 
people  (La  langue,  c'  est  la  nation).  The  English  tongue  is  character- 
ized by  directness,  simplicity  of  construction  and  a  vocabulary  which 
enabled  Shakespeare  and  Milton  to  express  their  grandest  thoughts 
and  sublimest  conceptions.  No  one  disputes  the  value  of  German, 
French,  Italian  and  Spanish  for  travel  and  trade,  for  literary  and  sci- 
entific purposes;  the  commercial  and  culture  value  of  these  languages 
should  not  blind  any  teacher  to  the  growing  importance  of  English  in 
the  world's  life.  According  to  Levin  Carnac,  an  Italian,  a  Spaniard, 
or  a  Frenchman  can  tell  you  the  same  thing  with  a  dozen  varying 
shades  of  meaning  where  a  German  would  perhaps  find  five  and  an 
American,  with  difficulty,  three,  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  English 
speaking  person  can  convey  his  meaning  in  far  fewer  words  than  the 
others  can.  (Pearson's  Magazine,  page  380  for  the  current  year.) 
The  statistics  collected  by  this  writer  are  full  of  prophetic  meaning. 
At  the  threshhold  of  this  century  twenty-one  million  human  beings 
spoke  English,  twenty-six  millions  Spanish,  fifteen  millions  Italian, 
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thirty  millions  German,  thirty-one  millions  French  and  an  equal  num- 
ber Kussian.  To-day  English  leads  the  van  with  one  hundred  and  six- 
teen millions,  whilst  Kussian  is  spoken  by  eighty-five  millions,  Ger- 
man by  eighty  millions,  French  by  fifty-two  millions,  and  Spanish  and 
Italian  by  forty-four  and  thirty-four  millions  respectively.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago  French  was  "the  speech  of  Society,  of  Diplomacy,  of 
Courts,  of  Commerce,  and  with  this  one  language  in  your  mouth  you 
could  have  traveled  from  the  banks  of  the  Neva  to  those  of  the  Thames 
and  from  Stockholm  to  Naples;  while  if  you  could  only  have  spoken 
English,  you  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  an  unintelligible  bar- 
barian." To-day  English  has  become  the  dominant  tongue  of  a  far- 
larger  area,  and  he  who  would  play  his  part  in  the  development  of  our 
Nation  and  our  commerce  all  over  the  globe,  should  master  the  lan- 
guage which  has  grown  richer,  simpler,  stronger  and  more  direct  than 
any  of  the  languages  which  it  has  outstripped  in  the  race  for  su- 
premacy. "All  through  the  centuries,"  says  the  writer  above  named, 
"we  have  lopped  off  our  linguistic  excrescences  and  ordered  our 
genders  according  to  the  law  of  nature;  while  other  languages  remain 
jungles  of  gorgeous  but  woefully  entangled  foliage,  the  English  speech 
may  be  likened  to  a  mountain  pine,  tall  and  straight  and  shapely  and 
with  no  more  branches  than  are  necessary  to  preserve  its  picturesque- 
ness." 

If  in  the  battle  of  the  tongues  our  children  are  to  be  on  the  winning 
side,  our  schools  must  lay  stress  on  the  acquisition  of  English  as  never 
before,  and  the  act  of  legislation  insisting  upon  the  ability  to  read 
and  write  in  the  English  language  should  be  enforced  with  the  most 
conscientious  fidelity. 

THE  SCHOOL  AND  THE  FARM. 

A  recent  French  writer,  Demolins  by  name,  has  caused  a  stir  in  the 
educational  world  by  analyzing  the  sources  of  Anglo-Saxon  su- 
periority and  ascribing  them  in  part  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  school.  He 
claims  that  while  the  German  and  French  schools  educate  for  State 
examinations  and  lead  the  bright  boy  to  expect  that  he  may  hold  office 
in  the  civil  or  military  service  and  thus  live  off  the  government,  the 
Anglo-Saxon  boys  learn  self-reliance,  acquire  independence  of  char- 
acter, develop  the  power  of  private  initiative,  and  acquire  fitness  for 
agriculture,  manufactures  and  commerce.  It  behooves  us  to  inquire 
whether  our  schools  deserve  the  praise  which  this  French  writer  be- 
stows upon  them.  That  our  schools  fill  the  country  lad  with  a  desire 
to  go  into  business,  cannot  be  denied;  but  in  how  many  instances  does 
the  school  educate  the  boy  away  from  the  farm  and  beget  in  him  an  ir- 
repressible desire  to  go  into  the  city?  Can  the  decay  in  agriculture 
and  the  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  rural  sections  be  checked 
B. 
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by  the  school  ?  Above  everything  else  a  considerable  rise  in  the  price 
of  wheat  and  of  other  cereals  would,  of  course,  check  the  exodus  from 
the  farm,  but  no  tariff  legislation  has  thus  far  sufficed  to  remove  the 
competition  of  foreign  lands,  or  to  give  the  farmer  a  permanent  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  his  crops.  Taking  conditions  as  they  are,  educa- 
tors may  well  ask  whether  a  more  thorough  acquaintance  with  nature 
and  its  marvels  would  not  enable  the  boy  to  see  something  more  in  farm 
life  than  backache  and  dollars  and  cents?  The  movement  to  lay  greater 
stress  in  rural  schools  upon  the  stud}r  of  things  as  they  are  found  on 
the  farm,  should  be  encouraged.  The  State  of  New  York  and  the 
Province  of  Ontario  have  shown  what  may  be  done  to  advance  nature 
study  in  rural  schools.  Our  State  College  has  been  circulating  leaflets 
designed  to  aid  teachers  in  this  kind  of  work;  but  the  funds  have  been 
lacking  for  a  movement  as  far  reaching  as  that  inaugurated  by  Cornell 
University.  Several  of  the  Normal  Schools  have  also  made  a  start  in 
fitting  teachers  to  give  this  instruction.  For  the  purpose  of  dissemi- 
nating the  elementary  knowledge  of  science  which  our  future  farmers 
should  have,  nothing  better  can  be  devised  than  an  efficient  system  of 
township  high  schools.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  no  distant  day  the 
increased  revenues  of  the  State  Treasury  will  warrant  the  restoration 
of  the  State  appropriation  to  five  and  a  half  millions,  and  that  when 
this  day  comes,  a  liberal  sum  will  be  set  apart  for  the  promotion  of 
township  high  schools.  Then  and  not  till  then  can  we  hope  that  our 
farmer's  sons  and  daughters  will  acquire  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
soils,  crops,  vegetable  and  animal  life  and  an  adequate  appreciation 
of  the  pleasures  which  lie  within  reach  of  our  rural  population  and 
from  the  enjoyment  of  which  the  great  body  of  dwellers  in  crowded 
cities  are  inevitably  excluded. 

SANITATION. 

Valuable  as  schooling  is,  it  may  be  gotten  at  too  dear  a  price.  If 
health  is  sacrificed  in  order  to  get  it,  the  gain  does  not  compensate  for 
the  loss.  From  this  point  of  view  every  one  must  rejoice  over  the 
progress  made  during  the  last  decade  in  the  heating,  lighting,  ventila- 
tion and  sanitation  of  school  buildings.  Yet  many  township  schools 
have  not  felt  the  change.  The  stove  still  stands  in  the  middle  of  the 
room,  roasting  those  who  sit  near  it,  while  those  along  the  wall  shiver 
and  catch  cold.  In  some  of  the  older  buildings  the  ventilation  is  ex- 
cessive by  reason  of  cracks  in  the  floor,  walls  and  ceiling.  In  some 
buildings  of  more  recent  construction  the  only  means  of  ventilation 
is  by  lowering  the  windows,  and  the  cold  air  falling  on  the  neck  and 
shoulders  of  the  pupils  causes  a  long  train  of  bodily  ills  and  sends 
many  a  child  to  an  untimely  grave.  The  method  of  heating  from  the 
cellar  or  basement  distributes  the  heat  more  evenly  and  is  much  to  be 
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preferred  because  the  fresh  air  can  then  be  heated  before  it  is  sent 
into  the  room.  Where  a  stove  in  the  middle  of  the  room  is  used,  it 
should  be  encased  by  sheet  iron  and  the  air  should  be  admitted 
through  the  floor  so  as  to  be  warmed  before  it  strikes  the  pupils. 
Common  place  as  these  statements  seem  when  they  appear  in  print, 
they  need  iteration  for  the  sake  of  practical  effect. 

It  would  of  course  be  better  to  follow  the  methods  adopted  in  the 
larger  buildings  of  cities,  boroughs  and  suburban  districts.  Whether 
the  method  of  heating  and  ventilating,  known  as  the  fan  system,  is 
superior  to  the  gravity  system  or  the  system  known  as  direct-indirect 
radiation,  is  a  question  on  wiiich  experts  are  not  fully  agreed.  Sick- 
ness has  sometimes  resulted  from  well-meant  but  mistaken  efforts  at 
sanitation.  When  the  current  of  air  from  revolving  fans  is  too  strong, 
colds,  catarrhs,  deafness  and  other  forms  of  ill  health  are  the  inevit- 
able result.  It  matters  little  whether  a  blast  of  cold  air  comes 
through  an  open  window  or  through  a  flue  in  the  wall,  the  effect  is  the 
same  in  point  of  health  and  sanitation.  There  is  a  growing  sentiment 
against  the  plan  of  driving  tl>e  air  of  the  school  room  through  dry 
closets  in  the  basement.  The  moment  the  currents  are  reversed  the 
rooms  are  filled  with  noxious  gases.  Often  no  immediate  effects  are 
perceptible,  but  the  ultimate  effects  are  nevertheless  sufficient  to  con- 
demn the  plan.  It  makes  little  difference  to  the  sorrowing  parents 
whether  their  child  has  been  sent  to  the  cemetery  through  a  careless 
janitor  or  through  a  defective  system  of  ventilation  and  sanitation; 
the  loss  they  have  sustained  is  irreparable. 

HISTORICAL  REPORTS  FOR  1900. 

In  1876  the  Superintendents  gathered  materials  for  a  history  of  edu- 
cation in  the  county,  city  or  borough  under  their  supervision,  and  the 
results  of  their  researches  were  published  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1877.  History  has  been  made  since  that  time.  The  annual  report  for 
1900  will  be  a  suitable  time  to  chronicle  the  leading  events  in  the 
State's  educational  history  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
Superintendents  have,  therefore,  been  requested  to  gather  materials 
for  this  purpose  and  to  embody  them  in  their  reports  next  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 
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PENNSYLVANIA— STATISTICAL    STATEMENT 

Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
Ending  June  5,  1899 — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, . .  2,493 

Number  of  schools, , 27,968 

Number  of  graded  schools, 16,905 

Number  of  superintendents,    140 

Number  of  male  teachers, '. 9,360 

Number  of  female  teachers, 19,469 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 28,820 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, f  44  27 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 37  84 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8.03 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,152,352 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 858,177 

Cost  of  school  houses — purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc., $3,569,820  94 

Teachers'  wages, 10,749,713  38 

Cost  of  school  text-books, 782,235  51 

*Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text-books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc., 408,146  30 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,    4,798,852  82 

Total  expenditures, 20,308,768  95 

State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June 

6,  1898, 5,500,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 49,491,585  59 


Items  Compared  with  those  of  the  Preceding  Year,  ending  June  6, 
1898  (Including  Philadelphia). 


Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 3 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 621 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools, 63 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers, 12 

*  Philadelphia  not  included  in  this  item  relating  to  school  supplies. 
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Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 737 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $1  58 

Decrease  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 61 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term,  in  months, .06 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 9,252 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages, $416,953  41 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  85,792  33 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid, 103,592  95 


Condition  of  System,  not  including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 


Number  of  districts, 2,492  Increase,  3 

Number  of  schools, 24,497  Increase,  514 

Number  of  pupils, 1,006,990  Increase,  7,271 

Average  daily  attendance,  .  .  .  729,892  Decrease,  6,442 

Per  cent,  of  attendance, 85  Decrease,  4 

Average  length  of  school  term 

in  months, 7.75  Increase,  .06 

Number  of  male  teachers,  ....  9,167  Increase,  9 
Number  of  female  teachers,  .  .  16,191  Increase,  633 
Whole  number  of  teachers,  .  .  25,358  Increase,  642 
Average  salary  of  male  teach- 
ers per  month,  . f  41  68  Increase,  .62 

Average  salary  of  female  teach- 
ers per  month, 32  73  Increase,  .23 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text-books, 408,146  30  Increase,  f  24,960  38 

Teachers'  wages, 8,358,092  99  Increase,  337,696  15 

Fuel  and  contingencies, 4,402,261  43  Increase,  306,444  40 

Cost  of  text-books, 625,312  35  Increase,  78,806  22 

Purchasing,   building   and   re- 
pairing houses, 2,736,897  04  Decrease,  196,946  19 

Total  expenditures,- 16,530,710  11  Increase,  501,040  20 

Average  number  of  mills   on 

dollar  for  school  purposes,  . .  3.78  Increase,  .64 
Average    number  of    mills  on 

dollar  for  building  purposes,  2.58  Increase,  .94 

Amount  of  tax  levied, 10,078,570  87  Increase,  f  353,341  9.7 
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Philadelphia. 


Number  of  schools, 3,471 

Number  of  male  teachers, 193 

Number  of  female  teachers, 3,278 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,  .  . .  . $167  21 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 63  11 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year,   145,302 

Average  attendance, 128,285 

Teachers'  wages, $2,391,620  39 

Cost  of  school  houses  and  repairs, 832,923  90 

Cost  of  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  ....  551,014  56 


Estimated  Value  of  School  Property  in  Counties,  Including  Cities 
and  Boroughs  Having  Superintendents. 


1.  Adams  county, $164,800  00 

2.  Allegheny  county, 7,611,853  14 

3.  Armstrong  county 301,250  00 

4.  Beaver  county, 491,142  00 

5.  Bedford  county, 287,480  84 

6.  Berks  county, 1,314,856  22 

7.  Blair  county, 785,819  00 

8.  Bradford  county, 493,500  00 

9.  Bucks  county, 472,700  00 

10.  Butler  county, 308,300  00 

11.  Cambria  county, 665,975  00 

12.  Cameron  county, 54,500  00 

13.  Carbon  county, 302,500  00 

14.  Centre  county, 285,020  00 

15.  Chester  county, 551,204  57 

16.  Clarion  county ' 172,825  00 

17.  Clearfield  county, 458,561  00 

18.  Clinton  county, 119,257  50 
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19.  Columbia  county, 275,739  00 

20.  Crawford  county, 471,425  00 

21.  Cumberland  county,  314,950  00 

22.  Dauphin  county, 1,112,550  00 

23.  Delaware  county, 967,065  94 

24.  Elk  county, 142,500  00 

25.  Erie  county, 988,800  00 

26.  Fayette  county, 461,900  00 

27.  Forest  county, 63,300  00 

2S.  Franklin  county,  313,325  00 

29.  Fulton  county, 27,250  00 

30.  Greene  county; 180,407  32 

31.  Huntingdon  county, 209,525  00 

32.  Indiana  county, 216,300  00 

33.  Jefferson  county, 217,325  00 

34.  Juniata  county, 86,820  00 

35.  Lackawanna  county, 1,567,550  00 

36.  Lancaster  county, 1,063,500  00 

37.  Lawrence  county, '.  325,700  00 

38.  Lebanon  county, 497,000  00 

39.  Lehigh  county, 1,073,272  73 

40.  Luzerne  county, 1,731,110  00 

41.  Lycoming  county, 611,600  00 

42.  McKean  county, 207,095  00 

43.  Mercer  county, 385,050  00 

44.  Mifflin  county, 108,200  00 

45.  Monroe  county, 136,400  00 

46.  Montgomery  county,   1,196,174  00 

47.  Montour  county, 147,260  00 

48.  Northampton  county,' 1,006,165  00 

49.  Northumberland  county.  '.  861,675  00 

50.  Perry  county,  156,650  00 

51.  Pike  county, 41,600  00 

52.  Potter  county, 168,576  23 

53.  Schuylkill  county, 1,513,075  00 

54.  Snyder  county, 132,000  00 

55.  Somerset  county, 199,450  00 

56.  Sullivan  county, 56,600  00 

57.  Susquehanna  county,  253,000  00 

58.  Tioga  county,  229,100  00 

59.  Union  county, 98,700  00 

60.  Venango  county,    410,200  00 

61.  Warren  couDty, 317,390  00 

62.  Washington  county, 662,100  00 

63.  Wayne  county, 164,200  00 
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64.  Westmoreland  county, 1,020,922  00 

05.  Wyoming  county, 115,725  00 

66.  York  county, , 714,752  00 

07.  Philadelphia  county, 12,087,516  00 

Total,    $49,491,585  59 


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School 
Year  Ending  June  5, 1899. 


1.  Delaware, f 75  43 

2.  Allegheny, 68  20 

3.  Elk, 62  87 

4.  Cameron,   .  . .  . : 55  79 

5.  McKean, 55  69 

0.  Carbon, 55  59 

7.  Luzerne, 54  54 

8.  Chester,   54  00 

9.  Lackawanna, 53  80 

10.  Montgomery, 52  90 

11.  Schuylkill, 52  40 

12.  Westmoreland, 49  45 

13.  Bucks, 48  00 

14.  Lehigh,  .  . . '. 46  97 

1 5.  Lancaster,   46  50 

16.  Warren,    46  30 

17.  Northampton, 45  73 

IS.  Fayette,    45  11 

19.  Washington,  44  50 

20.  Erie,    44  07 

21.  Venango,   43  97 

22.  Beaver, 43  64 

23.  Northumberland,  42  87 

24.  Lebanon,    42  62 

25.  Blair, 42  43 

26.  Tioga, : 42  31 

27.  Butler,    41  36 

28.  Clearfield 41  08 
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29.  Dauphin,    

30.  Forest,   

31.  Potter,    

32.  Susquehanna,    

33.  Cambria, 

34.  Jefferson, 

35.  Clinton,    

36.  Columbia, 

37.  Mercer, 

38.  Mifflin,    

39.  Armstrong,   , 

40.  Cumberland,  

41.  Clarion,    

42.  Lawrence,    

43.  Wyoming,    

44.  York,    

45.  Centre,   

46.  Wayne, 

47.  Lycoming, 

48.  Indiana,  

49.  Berks, 

50.  Bradford, 

51.  Franklin,    

52.  Union, 

53.  Sullivan, 

54.  Greene, 

55.  Crawford, 

56.  Adams, 

57.  Bedford, 

58.  Somerset, 

59.  Perry,  

60.  Huntingdon,   

61.  Monroe, 

62.  Juniata,    

63.  Montour,    

64.  Snyder, 

65.  Pie, 

66.  Fulton 


41  00 

41  00 

40  90 

40  16 

39  92 

39  79 

39  43 

39  06 

38  05 

38  28 

37  86 

37  81 

37  76 

37  68 

37  61 

37  54 

37  38 

37  47 

36  58 

35  87 

35  79 

35  79 

35  52 

35  43 

35  25 

35  00 

34  40 

34  13 

32  73 

32  55 

32  34 

31  93 

30  77 

30  49 

30  12 

26  60 

26  43 

26  35 
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the 
School  Year  Ending  June  5,  1899. 


1.  Delaware, $46  67 

2.  Allegheny, 44  99 

3.  Montgomery, 43  01 

4.  Lancaster, 42  86 

5.  Bucks, 40  03 

6.  Chester, 39  48 

7.  Westmoreland, 39  20 

8.  Luzerne,     37  52 

9.  Washington,   37  46 

10.  Lebanon,    37  23 

11.  Schuylkill,    36  98 

12.  Fayette,   36  80 

13.  Blair, 36  50 

14.  Northampton, 36  25 

15.  Lehigh, 36  18 

16.  Northumberland,     36  09 

17.  Carbon,    36  07 

18.  Beaver,    36  00 

19.  McKean,    35  90 

20.  Butler,    35  34 

21.  Elk, 35  18 

22.  Lawrence,    35  09 

23.  Dauphin,    .  .  • 34  56 

24.  Lycoming, 34  00 

25.  Clearfield,    33  99 

26.  Cumberland,  33  92 

27.  York, 33  30 

28.  Cambria, 33  29 

29.  Forest,    33  27 

30.  Jefferson, 32  95 

31.  Cameron,   32  98 

32.  Armstrong,   32  58 

33.  Berks, 32  50 

34.  Lackawanna,     32  19 

35.  Venango,   32  15 

36.  Centre,   32  16 

37.  Mifflin, 31  59 

38.  Union, 31  50 
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39    Franklin,   31  34 

40.  Clarion,    31  08 

41.  Greene, 31  02 

42.  Warren,   30  93 

43.  Clinton,    30  69 

44.  Indiana, 30  45 

45.  Potter,    30  33 

46.  Columbia,    30  03 

47.  Mercer, 29  98 

4S.  Sullivan,    .• 29  90 

49.  Adams,     29  87 

50.  Erie,   29  46 

51.  Juniata,   28  90 

52.  Huntingdon,   28  52 

53.  Somerset,     28  50 

54.  Monroe,    28  40 

55.  Tioga,  28  31 

56.  Montour,    27  72 

57.  Bedford,     26  97 

58.  Wyoming,    26  80 

59.  Crawford,    26  58 

60.  Fulton, 26  32 

61.  Perry,   26  01 

62.  Wayne, 25  60 

63.  Snyder, 25  38 

64.  Bradford, 25  11 

65.  Susquehanna, 25  00 

66.  Pike, 24  52 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  Ending  June  5,  1899. 


1.  Delaware,    9 .  85 

2.  Lackawanna,    9 .  33 

3.  Allegheny, 9.23 

4.  Montgomery,    9 .  09 

5.  Chester,    8 .  66 

6.  Luzerne, 8 .  63 
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7.  Northumberland, 8.49 

8.  Northampton, 8.48 

9.  Schuylkill, 8.41 

10.  Dauphin, 8.34 

11.  Erie,    8.25 

12.  Bucks, 8.05 

13.  Carbon,    8.05 

14.  Lehigh, 7.93 

15.  Lawrence,    7 .  78 

10.  Lancaster, : 7.77 

17.  Warren,   7 .  75 

18.  Blair,    7.72 

19.  Bradford,     7.70 

20.  Elk, 7.70 

21.  McKean,    , .  . .  .  7.68 

22.  Berks, 7.65 

23.  Pike,  7.63 

24.  Cumberland,   7.62 

25.  Wyoming,    7.56 

26.  Beaver, 7.52 

27.  Montour,    7.52 

28.  Crawford,    7.51 

29.  Tioga,  7.50 

30.  Westmoreland, 7.47 

31.  Venango,  7.40 

32.  Mercer, 7.39 

33.  Lycoming,   7.32 

34.  Lebanon, 7.31 

35.  Forest, 7.31 

36.  Clinton,    7.30 

37.  Cambria,    7.29 

38.  Potter,    7.23 

39.  Wayne, 7.23 

40.  Union,    7.21 

41.  Washington,  7.18 

42.  Butler,    7.14 

43.  Susquehanna, 7.10 

44.  Cameron,   7 .  04 

45.  York,    7.03 

46    Fayette, 7.02 

47.  Sullivan,    6.94 

48.  Clearfield,    . .  6.82 

49.  Jefferson, 6.79 

50.  Franklin,  6.77 

51.  Mifflin,    6.72 
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52.  Columbia, 6.69 

53.  Monroe, 6 .58 

54.  Centre, 6.56 

55.  Adams, 6.51 

56.  Perry,   6 .49 

57.  Juniata,   6 .  44 

58.  Clarion,    6.42 

59.  Huntingdon,   6.41 

60.  Armstrong,   '. 6.28 

61.  Bedford, 6.23 

62.  Indiana,   6.23 

63.  Snyder,     • 6 .  17 

64.  Somerset,.    6 .  16 

65.  Fulton,  6.15 

66.  Greene,    6.13 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  for  State  Normal  Schools  Students  for  the 
School  Year  1899. 


First,     West  Chester 

Second,    Millersville,     

Third,    Kutztown,    

Fourth,     East  Stroudsburg, 

Fifth Mansfield,    

Sixth,     Bloomsburg,    

Seventh,     Shippensburg 

Eighth,     Lock  Haven 

Ninth,     Indiana 

Tenth, California 

Eleventh,    Slippery  Rock,    ... 

Twelfth Edinboro,    

Thirteenth Clarion,    


$5,850  00 

$7,140  00 

5,750  00 

8,056  00 

6,000  00 

5,361  00 

5,450  00 

4,215  50 

5,300  00 

4,700  00 

6,500  00 

5,387  00 

5,500  00 

4,021  00 

5,800  00 

5,4:5  50 

5,050  00 

5,727  50 

5,000  00 

4,933  51 

5, 1C0  00 

6,211  50 

2,400  00 

3,391  50 

3,650  00 

4,473  00 

$67,350  00      $69,033  00 
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CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  school  year  ending  June  5,  1899, 
for  the  Oornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river, 
in  Warren  county,  as  certified  by  H.  M.  Putnam,  Superintendent  of 
Warren  county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly  approved  July  3,  1895. 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand, $1  03 

Appropriation,     400  00 

Total, |401  03 


Expenditures. 

Teacher's  salary, $280  00 

Supplies,  43  99 

Total, $323  99 


Balance  (paid  Supt.  O.  J.  Gunning) $77  04 


Permanent  Certificates  Issued  from  June  1,  1898  to  June  1,  1899. 


1.  Adams,     2 

2.  Allegheny, 58 

3.  Armstrong,   12 

4.  Beaver, 10 

5.  Bedford, 2 

G.  Berks, 16 

7.  Blair,    15 

8.  Bradford, 2 

9.  Bucks,    

10.  Butler,    
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11.  Cambria,    6 

12.  Cameron,   2 

13.  Carbon,    1 

14.  Centre,   5 

15.  Chester, 10 

16.  Clarion,    1 

17.  Clearfield,    17 

18.  Clinton,    2 

19.  Columbia,    5 

20.  Crawford,    4 

21.  Cumberland,   6 

22.  Dauphin,    2 

23.  Delaware, 23 

24.  Elk, 3 

25.  Erie, 

26.  Fayette, 9 

27.  Forest,    5 

28.  Franklin,  •. .  27 

29.  Fulton,     9 

30.  Greene, 6 

31.  Huntingdon,   8 

32.  Indiana,   33 

33.  Jefferson, 2 

34.  Juniata,   

35.  Lackawanna, 

36.  Lancaster,   14 

37.  Lawrence,    2 

38.  Lebanon,    12 

39.  Lehigh, 5 

40.  Luzerne, 4 

41.  Lycoming,    17 

42.  McKean,    1 

43.  Mercer, 21 

44.  Mifflin,    

45.  Monroe, 

46.  Montgomery,    6 

47.  Montour,    

48.  Northampton,  18 

49.  Northumberland, 20 

50.  Perry, 3 

51.  Pike,   1 

52.  Potter,    

53.  Schuylkill, 12 

54.  Snyder,  . 2 

55.  Somerset,  . 
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56.  Sullivan,    

57.  Susquehanna,   

58.  Tioga, 8 

59.  Union,    

60.  Venango, 4 

61.  Warren,   , 11 

62.  Washington,  16 

63.  Wayne, 

64.  Westmoreland, .' 24 

65.  Wyoming, 

66.  York,    2 


Total, 506 


C. 


REPORT  OP  THE 


Off.  Doc. 


STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  CONDITION  AND   WORKING  OF   THE   SYS 

SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING 
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TEM  AS  EXHIBITED  BY  THE  REPORTS  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS  FOR  THE 
JUNE,  1899. 


Schools. 

Examination. 
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Houses. 
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31.  Huntingdon 204 

32.  Indiana,    24S 

33.  Jefferson,     199 

34.  Juniata 97 

35.  Lackawanna,    145 

36.  Lancaster, 464 

37.  Lawrence,    140 

38.  Lebanon,    160 

39.  Lehigh,     200> 

40.  Luzerne,    2S4 

41.  Lycoming 24S 

42.  McKean 165 

43.  Mercer 239 

44.  Mifflin S7 

45.  Monroe 120 

46.  Montgomery 237 

47.  Montour 49 

48.  Northampton,     204 

49.  Northumberland,     179 

50.  Perry,     160 

51.  Pike,    65 

52.  Potter,    170 

53.  Schuylkill 291 

54.  Snyder 102 

55.  Somerset 265 

56.  Sullivan 81 

57.  Susquehanna 265 

58.  Tioga "99 

59.  Union 83 

60.  Venango 191 

61.  Warren,    190 
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Schools. 

Examination. 
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66.  York,     
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Schools. 

Examination. 
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1.  Adams, 

2.  Allegheny,    

3.  Armstrong 169 

4.  Beaver 91 

5.  Bedford 120 

6..  Berks 252 

7.  Blair 125 

8.  Bradford 178 

9.  Bucks,    144 

10.  Butler,    97 

11.  Cambria 128 

12.  Cameron,    25 

13.  Carbon 86 

14.  Centre .' 169 
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23.  Delaware 142 
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25.  Erie 245 

26.  Fayette ISO 

27.  Forest 3S 

28.  Franklin,     177 

29.  Fulton 19 

SO.  Greene 70 
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Date  of  recognition,    

History — 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
elementary   course,    

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course,   

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
scientific  course,    

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
scientific  course,    

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
classical   course,    

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
classical  course 

Total  number  of  males  who  have  received 
State  certificates  without  graduating,   

Total  number  of  females  who  have  re- 
ceived State  certificates  without  graduat- 
ing  


929  541 


Professors — 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  male,.. 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  female, 
Average  number  of  classes  taught  by  each 

per  day 

Average  length  of  recitation  in  minutes,    .. 

Students- 
Number    of   male     students     for    the     past 
school   year 


21 

7 

16 

14 

17 

7 

11 

6 

11 

6 

6 

5 

7 

6 

45 

45 

45 

45 

45 

No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  lxiii 

AS  REPORTED  BY  THE  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  TRUSTEES. 
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Date  of  recognition 1S59 

Number  of  female  students  for  the  past 
school   year,    

Number  of  male  students  in  the  normal 
school 

Number  of  female  students  in  the  normal 
school 

Number  of  boys  in  the  model  school, 

Number  of  girls  in  the  model  school,   

Number  of  male  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary course,    

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary course,    

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  scien- 
tific course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  scien- 
tific  course,    

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  classical 
course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  class- 
ical course 

Number  of  males  graduated  who  intend  to 
become   teachers 

Number  of  females  graduated  who  intend 
to  become  teachers 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  aid 
from  State  as  students,    

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 

from  State  as  students 

Number   of   males    who    have    received   aid 

from  State  as  graduates,    

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 
from  State  as  graduates,    


466  296 


171  348 


305 

214 

2S1 

170 

101 

27 

161 

82 

22 

100  64 


100  221 


178  149 


56  57 
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1871. 

1873. 

1S74. 

1875. 

1877. 

18S7. 

1889. 

1893. 

353 

405 

253 

281 

392 

181 

75 

72 

45 

107 

175 

81 

85 

68 

116 

4,033 
1,073 
1,049 


191  171 


194  239 


68  49 
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Date  of  recognition 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  State 
certificates  without  graduation,   

Number  of  females  who  have  received  State 
certificates  without  graduation 


Libraries — 

Whole  number  of  volumes 10,200 

Number  added  during  the  year,   50 

Number  of  reviews  and  periodicals,   110 


4,900 

6,398 

2,230 

51 

250 

100 

35 

75 

54 

Value  of  Property- 
Value  of  buildings  and  grounds,    $412,712  60  $150,000  00  $255,000  00  $249,500  00  $300,052  51 

Value  of  furniture 53,100  00  10,000  00  30,000  00  27,000  00  7,545  70 

Value  of  libraries 9,200  00  6,000  00  3,500  00  5,000  00  3,000  00 

Value  of  musical  instruments 6,500  00  5,000  00  3,000  00  3,750  00  4,000  00 

Value  of  apparatus 5,000  00  '     4,000  00  5,000  00  5,000  00  5,518  05 

Value  of  other  property 3,160  00  2,000  00  2,500  00  1,200  00  19,186  87 


,672  60    $177,000  00    $299,000  00    $291,450  00      $;39,303  13 


Debts- 
Amount    secured    to    individuals    by    judg- 
ment or  mortgage  on  property,    

Amount  of  mortgage  held  by  State,    $169,933  55     $90,000  00 

Amount  of  floating  debt 26,100  00       13,978  97 

Amount  of  stock  held  by  individuals,    19,000  00 


$11,000  00      $19,644  25        $31,712  00 

90,000  00       200-,  000  00 

18, 678  57 


19,050 


24, 


39,940 
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2,906 

4,311 

3,509 

4,550 

413 

50 

161 

S13 

150 

125 

80 

50 

105 

153 

1,508 
106 

87 


64,292 

2,544 

1,042 

$404,000  00 

$225,000  00 

$203,000  00 

$240,000  00 

$240,000  00 

$245,200  00 

$200,000  00 

$59,217  54  $3,182,682  65 

20,000  00 

16,000  00 

15,000  00 

20,500  00 

22,000  00 

11,00  00 

12,503  43 

3,000  00 

247,649  13 

8,000  00 

3,500  00 

5,186  00 

5,281  93 

4, 600  00 

9,000  00 

4,555  31 

1,025  80 

67,849  04 

5,900  00 

1,500  00 

1,600  00 

3,100  00 

2,500  00 

3,525  00 

2,340  01 

435  00 

43,150  01 

5,625  00 

1, 000  00 

1,500  00 

4,350  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

460  71 

1,141  47 

42,595  23 

5,000  00 

2,000  00 

1,200  00 

2,765  14 

3, 000  00 

39,130  70 

81,142  71 

$448,525  00    $249,000  00    $227,486  00    $275,997  07    $271,100  00  $273,725  00     $219,859  46    $103,950  51  $3,665, 


$21,400  00  $6,000  00  '$50,000  00  $50,000  00  $21,550  00        $3,000  00  $20,000  00  $234,306  25 

110,000  00     142,000  00  139,500  00  147,000  00  190,000  00  105,000  00       95,000  00  24,652  97  1,503,086  52 

36,99100          .'.  21,013  00         423  65  117,185  19 

41,750  00       49,000  00  24,500  00  52,200  00  22,250  00  40,000  00       20,000  00  31,750  00  383,440  00 
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Date  of  recognition, 


Amount    contributed    by     individuals 
not  included  in  shares  of  stock 


$200,758  55    $122,97S  97      $34,05000    $133,644  25      $329,330  57 


Expenses  and  Improvements — 

Buildings,   repairs,   printing,    etc $4,139  04 

Grounds,   fences,   shrubbery,  etc 940  42 

Furniture 3,548  65 

Insurance  on  buildings,    163  95 

Discharge  of  debt 4,600  00 

Interest  on  debt 1,535  00 

Musical  instruments 1, 082  SO 

Apparatus 346  86 

Increase  of  library,   periodical,   etc 620  96 


$2,312  00 

$2,285  21 

$12,448  20 

$5,197  81 
105  00 

551  94 

254  89 

286  67 

113  67 

1,156  14 

212  81 

585  03 

710  00 

700  13 

1,046  29 
750  00 

2,288  08 

805  66 

154  31 

3,138  OS 

112  00 

57  19 

162  00 

169  64 

$16,978  38        $3,247  67        $5,556 


Students'    Expenses- 
Tuition  per  year  in  normal  school, 
Tuition  per  year  in  model  school, 

Board  per  week 

Incidental  expenses 


Income  for  Year — 

Balance  as  per  last  report 

Prom  tuition  in  normal  school, 
Prom  tuition  in  model  school,    . 

Prom  room  rent 

Prom  board  of  pupils 


$50  00             $42  00             $52  50  $60  00 

10  50 

2  00                 3  50                3  50  3  25 
9  00 


From  State  appropriation,    7 


$17,914  61 

$1, 685  00 

$29,638  81 

33,207  16 

$13,201  98 

13,962  16 

$20,680  01 

241  54 

1,750  00 

470  52 

1,243  22 

56,023  08 

48,436  32 

4,997  83 

24,215  02 

32,825  47 

7,500  00 

7,500  00 

7, 500'  00 

7, 500  00 

7,500  00 
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3,160  00         9,000 


,928  00        10,375  00        125. 1SS  On 


$191,750  00    $212,400  00  .$2C6, 991  00    $252,360  00    $292,263  00  $166,550  00    $132, 92S  00      $87,201  62  $2,363,205  96 


$13,404  73      $26,950  SS  $14,071  35  $2,610  38  $17,641  13  $3,174  16  $1,9S6  11  $4,386  47  $110,608  07 

3,805  60             386  42  500  00  1,273  67  58163  74  05  43134  138  53  8.236  66 

1.12S  79         5,493  00  3,748  37  657  27  1,908  50  1,400  50  2,146  21          21,124  79 

54  34          300  00  C50  CO  275  50  16S  00  590  65  2:8  14  4,478  2' 

6,000  00  13,500  00         1500  00  12, SCO  00  3S.100  00 

1,384  50  1,840  25  3,000  00  3,256  61  1.125  47  109  34  1,000  00  17,995  62 

152  99  390  50  175  00  36  30  49  70  35  00  2, 672  39 

193  66               37  95  88  23  178  5S          98  22  79  50  14147  5,262  52 

79  23  350  60  1,396  22          913  01  904  59  137  01  4,902  45 


$1S,5S7  12      $34,33198      $21,05179      $16,156 


$52  50 
10  50 
3  25 


s:;7.3;jn  37   $6,989  71    $7,797  44   $18,546  62   $213,3S0 


$50  00     $50  00 


3  00 
10  00 


$9,084  70   $26,613  OS 


f  $1S,C30  54 
1,200  00 


90,542  21   31,399  54 


$6,S92 
21,124 


7,500  00    7,500  00 


563  50 
29,410  60 
7, 500  00 


$2,387  24 
19,028  50 


26,457  00 
7,500  00 


J1.S78  30  $3,903  81  $13,554  77  $113.553  17 

14,95192  19,37153  9,952  52  183.510  9S 

1,000  00  9,f,65  50  14,327  56 

4,074  76  4.S42  90    188,689  21 

11,991  99  19,811  S6  19.905  04  240, S50  36 

7, 500  00  7, 500  00  7, 500  00  97, 500  00 
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Date  of  recognition, 


From  bequests  and  gratuities 

From  all  other  sources, 10,154  95  646  85 


Total    income,    $117,213  04      $27,83142      $49,112  18      $94,S74  9b        $62,216  87 


Expenditures  for  Tear — 
Total     for      salaries     of      professors     and 

teachers,     $23,347  27  $9,863  82  $13,548  00  $12,134  50  $16,227  50 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  officers,    S55  00  50  00         817  00  1,350  00 

'lotal  for  board,  washing,  etc.,    25,438  65  5,353  16  25,136  03  18,727  08  23,32110 

Total  for  servants'   hire,    10,87106  3,029  S3         3,253  88  7,045  67' 

Total  as  above,   for  improvement 10,978  3S  3,247  67  5,556  27  15,028  50  11,770  23 

Total  for  other  expenditures,    17,730  68  5,725  75          10,353  90  1,679  69 


Total   expenditures $95,22104      $27,270  28      $44,240' 30      $60,314  S6       $61,394  15 


Insurance —    

Insurance  on  buildings,    ' $123, 920  00 

Insurance  on  furniture 49,680  00 


$145,200  00    $170,800  00      $166,3 
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,846  76         4,2-98 


868  53         61,770  58 


$65,591  85     $54,376  53      $69,789  94      $S7,116  93     $42,378  86      $57,135  30      $61,446  36      $900,201 


$29,468  95  $9,584  89  $17,189  94  $16,723  21      $12,568  50  $9,553  00  $12,362  50  $11,295  00  $193,867  OS 

2,926  00  630  00  1,260  00  500  00         2.C80  00  2,764  24  3,316  68          16,548  92 

33,290  77  12,495  11  12,31155  /                   J     20,970  44  10,053  68  15,92120  12,855  88  215,874  65 

7,797  50  2,803  70  4,439  71  i                    I      5,064  94  1,940  87  1,776  29  5,218  39  81,626  24 

18,587  12  34,33198  21,05179  16,156  62       37,338  37  6,989  71  7,797  44  18,546  62  213,380  70 

4,912  37  682  87  4,893  27  5,547  87   -      6,156  38  8,19160  6,11157  12,209  71  44,195  66 


71      $60,528  55      $61,146  26      $67,312  05      $84,178 


68      $60,125  60      $S0o,493  25 


$227,950  00      $99,000  00      $63,000  00      $66,900  00     $99,300  00     $75,750 
**22,500  00        11,000  00         5,000  00 '    tt5,OO0  0G         4,200  00       13,800 


92,000  00      $41,500  00  $1,371,670  < 
6,500  00       17,000  00        304,330' 


fNo  charge. 

{Free. 

§None. 

"Including  $45,000  on  boilers  and  elevators. 

tt$7,700  on  boilers  and  apparatus. 
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OF  PRESIDING  OFFICERS  FOR 


Location. 

o 

0) 

Name   of   Institution. 

y-g 

City 

or  Town. 

County. 

a 

o 
a) 

2 

THEOLOGICAL,  SEMINARIES. 

1.  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary,    Allegheny  City Allegheny 1825 

2.  Western  Theological  Seminary,    Allegheny  City,    Allegheny,     1825 

3.  Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological  Sem- 

inary,      Allegheny  City,    Allegheny 1856 

4.  Moravian  College  and  Theological  Semi- 

nary,  Theological  Department Bethlehem Northampton,     ....1807 

5.  St.  Vincent  Seminary Germantown Philadelphia 186S 

6.  Theological     Seminary    of    the    General 

Synod    of    the    Evangelical    Lutheran 

Church  in  the  United  States,   Gettysburg,    Adams,    1826 

7.  Theological    Seminary    of   the    Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States,   Lancaster,    Lancaster,    1825 

S.  Meadville  Theological  School Meadville,    Crawford 1844 

9.  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical 

Lutheran   Church,    Mt.  Airy,  Philad'a,    ..  Philadelphia 1864 

10.  Theological  Seminary  of  St.  Charles  Bor- 

romeo Overbrook,    Montgomery 1832 

11.  Divinity  School  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 

copal Church Philadelphia Philadelphia 1857 

12.  Theological    Seminary    of   the    Reformed 

Episcopal  Church Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    ....     1SS4 

13.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Reformed 

Presbyterian  Church  in  North  America,  Philadelphia Philadelphia,    1807 

14.  School  of  Theology  of  Ursinus  College,   ..'  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    ....     1872 

15.  Susquehanna      University,      Theological 

Department Selinsgrove,     Snyder 1S5S 

16.  Crozer  Theological  Seminary,    Upland Delaware,    1868 


MEDICAL    COLLEGES. 

Hahnemann  Medical  College,   Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Jefferson  Medical  College Philadelphia Philadelphia, 
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AND  OTHER  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  COMPILED  FROM  REPORTS 
THE  ACADEMIC  YEARS  1898-99. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


United  Presbyterian,    President  of  Faculty,.  Rev.  James  A.  Grier,   D.  D. 

Presbyterian President  of  Faculty, .  Thomas  H.    Robinson. 


Reformed   Presbyterian,    Senior   Professor, 


D.  B.  Wilson,   M.  D.,   D.  D. 


Moravian,    President,    Rev.   Aug.    Schultze,    D.   D. 

Roman   Catholic,     Superior Very  Rev.  James  McGill,  V.  C.  M. 


Lutheran,    Chairman  of  Faculty,.  Milton  Valentine,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Reformed President  of  Faculty,.  Rev.     Emanuel     V.     Gerhart,     D.     D. 

LL.   D. 
Unitarian President George  L.  Cary,   A.  M.,  L.  H.   D. 


Lutheran, 


Dean,   Rev.  Henry  E.  Jacobs,   D.  D.  LL.  D. 


Roman  Catholic. 


Rev.  P.  J.  Garvey,   D.   D. 


Protestant  Episcopal, 


I'M  ward   T.    Bartlett. 


Reformed  Episcopal, 


Dean,     Wm.  R.  Nicholson. 


Reformed  Presbyterian, 
Reformed 


President  of  Faculty, .  Rev.  David  Steele,  D.  D. 
Dean,   Rev.  James  I.  Good,  D.  D. 


Lutheran,    President, 

Baptist,    President, 


J.  R.  Dimm,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Henry  G.  Weston,   D.   D.,   LL.   D. 


Non-Sectarian Dean Pemberton  Dudley,   M.  D. 

Non-Sectarian Dean,     Hon.    William    Potter,    M.    D.,    Presi- 
dent; J.  W.  Holland,  Dean. 
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GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL 


Name   of   Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


a 

og 


3.  Medical  Department,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania,      Philadelphia, 


4.   Medico-Chirurgical    College,     Philadelphis 


Philadelphia 1880    1 1850 


5.  Philadelphia  Polyclinic  and   College   for 

Graduates  in  Medicine,    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 


6.  Philadelphia     Post-Graduate     School     of 

Homeopathics Philadelphia Philadelphi 


7.  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,    .  Pittsburgh Allegheny,    . 

8.  Woman's    Medical    College    of    Pennsyl- 

vania,      Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


COLLEGES    OF    PHARMACY. 
1.  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


2.  Pittsburgh  College  of  Pharmacy,   Pittsburgh,    Allegheny, 


DENTAL   COLLEGES. 

1.  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

2.  Philadelphia  Dental  College  and  Hospital 

of  Oral  Surgery Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 


3.  Department  of  Dentistry,    University  of 

Pennsylvania Philadelphia,    .. 

4.  Pittsburgh  Dental  College,   Western  Uni- 

versity of  Pennsylvania Pittsburgh Allegheny, 

5.  Medico-Chirurgical    College,    Department 

of  Dentistry,    Philadelphia,    Philadelph 


Philadelphia 1878 


VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 
1.  Department      of      "Veterinary      Medicine, 

University  of  Pennsylvania,    Philadelphia Philadelphia, 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian Provost,    Charles   C.    Harrison,    A.    M.,    LL.    D; 

John  Marshall,   M.   D.,   Dean. 

Non-Sectarian,  Dean Wm.  L.  Rodman,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Act- 
ing- President;  Seneca  Egbert,  M.  D., 
Dean. 

Non-Sectarian,    Superintendent Mr.  Wm.  E.  Donovan,  President;  ■ 

Banfleld,    Supt. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Non-Sectarian,    Dean, 


..John  Pitcairn,    President;  J.   F.   Kent, 

M.   D.,    Dean. 
..  J.  C.  Lange,   M.  D.,   Dean. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Clara  Marshall,    M.   D.,   Dean. 


Non-Sectarian, 


\i  hi-: Sectarian, 


President,    Chas.     Bullock,     President;     Thos.     S. 

Wiegand,  Actuary. 
Dean,     Julius  A.  Koch,   P.  D.,   Dean. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Non-Sectarian, 


Dean, 


Wilbur    F.    Ditch,     M.    D.,    D.    S.    S., 

Dean. 
Hon.   James  A.   Beaver,    President;    S. 

H.  Guilford,  A.  M.,  D.  D.  S.,  Ph.  D., 

Dean. 


Non-Sectarian 


Dean, 


Edward  C.  Kirk,   D.  D.  S.,  Dean. 


Non-Sectarian Dean C.  A.  Simpson,  D.  D.  S.,  Dean. 

Non-Sectarian Dean,     Robert  H.  Nones,   D.  D.  S. 


Leonard  Pearson. 


lxxvi 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Off.  Doc. 


GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL 


of   Institution. 


City  or  Town. 


LAW    SCHOOLS. 
Law    Department,    University    of    Penn- 
sylvania   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Law  Department,  Dickinson  College,    —  Carlisle,    Cumberland, 

Law  Department,    Western  University,..  Pittsburgh,     Allegheny,    .. 


1S34      1S90 
1S95       .... 


COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Allegheny  College Meadville Crawford,    1S15 

Bryn  Mawr  College,    Bryn  Mawr Montgomery,     1SS5 

Bucknell    University Lewisburg,    Union,    3846 

Central  High  School,   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,     Philadelphia,     1836 

Dickinson  College,   Carlisle,    Cumberland 1783 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College,    Lancaster,    Lancaster,     .. 

Geneva   College Beaver   Palls,    Beaver,     

Grove  City  College Grove  City Mercer,     

Haverford  College Haverford,    Delaware,    ... 

Lafayette   College,    Easton Northampton, 

Lebanon  Valley  College,    Annville Lebanon 

Lehigh  University,    South  Bethlehem Northampton, 

Moravian   College  and  Theological   Semi- 
nary, College  Department,    Bethlehem Northampton, 

Muhlenberg  College Allentown Lehigh,    

Pennsylvania  College,    Gettysburg Adams 

Pennsylvania  Military  College Chester Delaware,    ... 

Pennsylvania  State  College State   College,    Centre,     

St.  Vincent  College  and  Seminary,   Beatty,    Westmoreland,    ..     1846 

Susquehanna  University Selinsgrove Snyder,    1S5S 

Swarthmore    College Swarthmore Delaware,    1S69 

Thiel  College,    Greenville Mercer 1870 

University  of  Pennsylvania Philadelphia Philadelphia.    1740 

Ursinus  College Collegeville,     Montgomery 1S69 

Villanova  College Villanova,     Delaware 1S42 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College Washington Washington H780 

I  1787 
Waynesburg  College Waynesburg.     Greene,    1850 

Western  University  of  Pennsylvania Pittsburgh Allegheny 17S7 

Westminster  College New  Wilmington Lawrence 1852 

"Wilson  Female  College Chambersburg Franklin 1870 


is*; 

1 1852 
1849 

1876 

1833 

1832 

1866 

1866 

1807 
1867 
1832 
1862 

1S59 


1817 
1SS0 
1S4C 
1849 
17S3 
1852 
1879 
1879 
1830 
1826 
1867 
1866 


1832 
1S62 
1855 
1870 
1S5S 
1864 
1870 
1755 
1SG9 
1848 


}  178T 
11819 
1852 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal 
Superintendent. 


Dean,     William  Draper  Lewis,   Ph.   D.,    Dean. 

Dean,     William  Trickett,  Esq.,  Dean. 

Dean Hon.  John  D.  Shafer,  Esq.,  Dean. 


Methodist  Episcopal,    President,    Rev.  William  H.  Crawford,  D.  D. 

Non-Sectarian President M.  Cary  Thomas,   Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Baptist President John  H.  Harris,   Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian President,    Robert  Ellis  Thompson,  A.  M.,  S.  T.  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President,    Rev.  Geo.  Edward  Reed,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  IT.  S.,    ..  President,    John  S.  Stahr,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D. 

Reformed   Presbyterian,    President,    Win.  Pollock  Johnston,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Undenominational President Rev.  Isaac  C.  Ketler,  Ph.  D.,   D.  D. 

Friends  (Orthodox) President Isaac  Sharpless,   Sc.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Presbyterian,     President Ethelbert  Dudley  Warfield,   LL.   D. 

United  Brethren  in  Christ,    President Rev.  H.  U.  Roop,   A.  M.,   Ph.  D. 

Undenominational,    President,   Thomas  Messinger  Drown,   LL.  D. 


Moravian,   President Rev.  Aug.  Schultze,   D.  D. 

Lutheran President Rev.  Theodore  L.  Seip,   D.  D. 

Lutheran President,   Harry  W.  McKnight,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Undenominational President Col.  Charles  E.  Hyatt,  C.  E. 

Undenominational President,   George  W.  Atherton,  LL.  D. 

Roman   Catholic,    Director Rt.  Rev.  Leander  Schuer,   O.  S.  B. 

Evangelical  Lutheran President,   J.  R.  Dimm,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Society  of  Friends President William  W.  Birdsall,  B.  S. 

Evangelical  Lutheran,    President,   Rev.  Theophilus  B.  Roth,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Undenominational Provost,    Chas.   Custis  Harrison,   A.   M.,   LL.   D. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S.,   ...  President,    Rev.  Henry  T.  Spangler,  D.  D. 

Catholic President,   Rev.  Laurence  A.  Delurey,  O.  S.  A. 

Presbyterian,     President,    Rev.  James  D.  Moffat,    D.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Cumberland   Presbyterian President,    Rev.  J.  W.  McKay,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Undenominational,     Chancellor,     W.  J.  Holland,  Ph.  D.,  D.    D.,   LL.   D. 

United  Presbyterian President Rev.  R.  G.  Ferguson,  D.  D. 

Presbyterian,    President Rev.  Samuel  A.  Martin,  D.  D. 
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GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL 


Name    of   Institution. 


Location. 


City   or  Town. 


COLLEGIATE    AND    SCIENTIFIC    INSTI- 
TUTIONS AND   SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

1.  Abington  Friends'   School 

2.  Academy  Sacred  Heart 

3.  Agnes  Irwin's  School,    

4.  Allentown  College  for  "Women 

5.  Albright  College,    

6.  Alinda  College  Preparatory 

7.  (Miss)  Baldwin's  School 

8.  Beaver  College  and  Musical  Institute,    .. 

9.  Bedford  Classical  Academy,   

10.  Bellefonte  Academy,    

11.  Blairsville  College  for  Women,    

12.  Bloomfield  Academy,    

13.  Brown  College  Preparatory  School,    

14.  Bucknell  Institute 

15.  Cathedral  School,    

16.  Central  Pennsylvania  College,    

17.  Chambersburg  Academy,   

18.  Cheltenham  Military  Academy,    

19.  Chester  Academy 

20.  Chelton  Hills  School,    

21. 'Chestnut  Hill  Academy 

22.  Church  Training  and  Deaconess  House,. 


Jenkintown,    Montgomery,     1696 

Torresdale Philadelphia,    ....     1847 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 1S69 

Allentown, Lehigh,     

Myerstown,      Lebanon,    ... 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    . 

Bryn  Mawr,    Montgomery, 

Beaver,     Beaver, 

Bedford,     Bedford,     ... 

Bellefonte,    Centre 

Blairsville Indiana,     ... 

New   Bloomfield Perry,     

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 

Lewisburg,     Union 

Harrisburg,     Dauphin,    ... 

New  Berlin,    Union 

Chambersburg Franklin,     17S7 

Ogontz Montgomery 1S71 

Chester,    Delaware,     1862 

Wyncot©,     Montgomery,    1SS1 

Chestnut   Hill,    Philadelphia 1S61 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    ....     1891 


1S67 

1867 

1S95 

1S95 

1892 

1S87 

1853 

1S72 

1800 

1S05 

1S51 

1893 

1S38 

1877 

1S45 

1846 

1S55 

1S83 

17S7 

17S7 

23.  Clarion  Classical   School,    Clarion,     Clarion,     1895      

24.  Dayton  Union  Academy,   Daj-ton Armstrong,     1852      

25.  Easton  Academy Easton Easton 

26.  Eichelberg   Academy Hanover,    York,      1896      1896 

27.  Elderton  Academy Elderton Armstrong      1876    I  1876 

I  1895 

28.  Fairview  Academy Broadheadsville,    Monroe,'    1S81      1S95 

29.  Fawn  Grove  Academy,    Fawn   Grove York 1873      

30.  Franklin   %nd   Marshall   Academy Lancaster Lancaster,     1S53      

31.  Fredonia  Institute Fredonia Mercer 1889      1889 

32.  Friends'  Select  School Philadelphia Philadelphia 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious    Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    uf    President.    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Society  of  Friends Principal Lewis  B.  Ambler. 

Roman    Catholic Rev.  Mother  Superior, .  Henrietta  Spalding,    Superioress. 

Head  Mistress Sophy  Dallas  Irwin. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. ,   ...  President,    J.  \V.   Knappenberger,  A.   M. 

United    Evangelical President,    C.   A.    Bowman. 

Undenominational,     Principal,    Ella  Gordon  Stuart. 

Undenominational,     Principal,    Florence  Baldwin. 

Methodist  Episcopal President,     Arthur  Stapler,   A.   M.,    B.   D. 

Undenominational Principal Charles  V.   Smith,    A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Rev.   J.    P.    Hughes. 

Non-Sectarian President,    Rev,    Samuel  B.  Binhart. 

Non-Sectarian H.   C.   Mohn,   A.  M. 

Principal Alonzo  Brown. 

Baptist,    Principal Miss  Evelin  J.   Stanton. 

Catholic Mother,     ..» Mother   M.    Clare. 

United  Evangelical,    President Aaron  E.  Gobble,  A.  M.,   D.   D. 

Non-Sectarian Principal M.   R.   Alexander,    A.    M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    Rev.  John  15.  Skilton. 

Non-Sectarian,      Principal George  Gilbert,   M.   D. 

Non-Sectarian,     Principals,    Annie  Heacock,  Lida  R.  Lemaistre. 

Non-Sectarian,     Head  Master James  L.   Patterson. 

Protestant  Episcopal House   Mother,    Caroline  H.   Sanford  (Warden,   Rev.  J. 

DeW.  Perry,  D.  D.). 

Undenominational Principal,    C.  H.  Keller,  A.  M. 

Undenominational Principal,    Rev.   H.   N.   Davis,    A.   M. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    Samuel  R.   Park,   A.   M. 

Lutheran,     Principal,    John  E.   Bahn. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    A.   P.    Bittinger. 

Undenominational,     Principal,    E.    T.    Kunkle,    A.    M. 

Undenominational Principal- George   W.    Devilbiss. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.   S.,    ..  Principals T.   G.   Helm  and  E.   M.   Hartman. 

Non-Sectarian President S.   H.   Miller,   A.   M. 

Orthodox  Friends Superintendent,    J.  Henry  Bartlett. 
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5.  Friends'  Select  School 

1.  Froebel  School  and  Kindergarten, 
5.  George  School, 


Media,     Delaware, 

Harrisburg Dauphin, 

George  School,    Bucks,     .. 


Philadelphia, 
York 


3S.  Germantown  Academy,    Germantown, 

ST.  Glenville  Academy, Glenville 

38.  (Miss)     Gordon's    English    and    French 

School.. Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

39.  Gratz  College Philadelphia , Philadelphia, 

40.  Creensburg  Seminary,    Greensburg,    Westmoreland, 

41.  Greersburg  Academy ,.  Darlington"  Beaver 

42.  Hall  Institute Sharon,     ..*. Mercer 


Harry  Hillman  Academy,    Wiikes-Barre,    Luzerne,     

Harrisburg  Academy Harrisburg,     Dauphin,    

Hawthorn  Academy Hawthorn,    Clarion,     

Haverford  College  Grammar  School Haverford,     Montgomery,     . 

Hollidaysburg  Female  Seminary Hollidaysburg,    Blair,    

Hughesian  Free  School Buckingham,     Bucks,     

Institute  for  Colored  Youth,    Philadelphia,    .-. Philadelphia,    , 

In-ing  Female  College Mechanicsburg,     Cumberland, 

Ivy  House,    Germantown Philadelphia,    . 

Jefferson  Academy Canonsburg Washington,    . 

Juniata  College, Huntingdon,     ". Huntingdon,    . 

Keystone  Academy Factoryville,     Wyoming,     ... 

Kittanning  Academy Kittanning,     Armstrong,     .. 

Laird   Institute,    Murrysville Westmoreland, 

Lehigh  Preparatory  School Bethlehem Northampton, 

Lerch's  Preparatory,    Easton Northampton, 

Ligonier  Classical  Institute Ligonier Westmoreland, 

Linden  Hall  Seminary Lititz,    Lancaster,     ... 

Madison    Academy Eniontown,      Fayette,     

Martin  Academy Kennett   Square,    Chester,    

Mary  Drexel  Home  School  for  Girls,    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Mercersburg  Academy,   Mercersburg Franklin 

Metzgar   College Carlisle,     Cumberland, 


1S88 

1893 

1760 

17S4 

1892 

1880 

1893 

1S74 

1888 

1802 

185? 

1882 

1882 

1S77 
1790 

1809 

1SS4 

1S67 

1812 

1813 

1837 

1842 

1856 

1S57 

1S68 

1S69 

1S69 

1S76 
1869 

11378 
-  1  36 
1S69 

1821 

1821 

1S61 

1897 

1878 

1S7S 

1889 

1794 

1S63 

1S97 

1875 

1890 

1893 

1S65 

1865 

1SS2 

18S2 

No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

STATISTICS— Continued. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Friends Principal, 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal, 

Friends Principal, 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal, 

Lutheran,    Principal, 


Emma. Fell  Paxson. 
Evelyn  Barrington. 
George  L.   Maris. 
William  Kershaw,   Ph.   D. 
E.   M.   Stahl. 


Non-Sectarian,    ..,  Principal, 

Jewish , Principal, 

Lutheran , ,' Principal, 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal, 

Baptist,    ,..., President, 


Elizabeth    F.    Gordon. 

Moses  A.  Dropsie,   President. 

......  J.  C.  Hoch,   A.  M.,   Ph.  D. 

C.  A.  Simonton,  M.  8.  D. 

H.    C.    Hall,    D.    D.,    President;    S.    L. 

Cover,    Principal. 

Non-Sectarian Principal, Henry  C.   Davis,   A.  M.,   Ph.  Ij 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Jacob  F.   Seller,   A.  M. 

Non-Sectarian,    ,.   Principal E.  H.  C.  Leavenworth. 

Friends,    , Head  Master,   Charles  S.   Crossman,    A.   B.,   LL.   B. 

Presbyterian, Principal Sarah  Bosworth. 

Friends,    , Principal Melvin  M.   Heckler. 

Society  of  Friends, Principal Miss  Fanny  J.  Coppin. 

Lutheran,    President,    E.  E.  Campbell,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Episcopalian Principal,    Mary   E.    Stevens. 

Principal Harry    Irwin. 

German  Baptist  Brethren Acting  President I.  Harvey  Brumbaugh,  A.  M. 

Baptist Principal Rev.  Elh'anah  Hulley,  A.  M. 

■  T Principal Rev.  Robert  Barner. 

Non-Sectarian Principal John  R.   Steeves,   A.    M. 

Episcopalian Principal H.    A.   Foering. 

Non-Sectarian Principal Charles   H.    Lerch. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson.  v 

Moravian, Principal Rev.  Charles  D.  Kreider. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal A.   M.   VanTine. 

Friends,    Principal Edgar  Stinson,  B.  S. 

Lutheran Principal Rev.    C.    Goedel. 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. ,    ..    President,     William  Man  Irvin,   A.  M. .   Ph.   D. 

Undenominational,     President Rev.  William  A.  West. 
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Moravian  Parochial  School 

Moravian     Seminary     and     College     for 

.     1742 

(1742 
(1888 

67. 

Women,    

Bethlehem,     

Northampton,     . 

.     1749 

Birmingham 

New   Lebanon,    . . 

Huntingdon,    ... 

69 

.     1SS1 

18S2 

70. 

Mt.    St.    Joseph's  Academy,    

Chestnut  Hill,    ... 

Philadelphia,    .. 

71. 

NefC's  College  of  Oratory,    

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,    .. 

.     1893 

1893 

72. 

Oakland  School,   

Mamont,    

Westmoreland, 

.     1889 

73 

Ogontz  School  for  Young  Ladies 

Ogontz 

Montgomery, 

. .     1S93 

74. 

Park  Institute,    

Allegheny,     

Allegheny,     

.     1SS9 

-c 

Path  Valley  Academy,    

Perkiomen   Seminary,    

76. 

Pennsburg,     

Montgomery,     •■ 

.     1891 

1S92 

77 

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women,    

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruc- 

78. 

.     1833 

1833 

79. 

Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb 

80. 

Philadelphia  High  School  for  Girls 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,    .. 

.     1893 

81. 

82 

Pittsburgh   Academy 

Philadelphia   School   of   Design   for  Wo- 

.    1SS1 

men,    

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,    .. 

.     1844 

1853 

Philadelphia     Collegiate     Institute     for 

Girls .' Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 

Pleasant  Mount  Academy Pleasant  Mount Wayne,    

Poke  Run  Select  School Mamont,    Westmoreland, 

Prospect  Academy,    Prospect,    Butler 

Polytechnic   Institute Gilberts,     Monroe,     

Reid  Institute Reidsburg Clarion 

Riegelsvllle  Academy, Riegelsville,     Bucks 

Roman  Catholic  High  School  for  Boys,  ..    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Sacred  Heart  Parochial  School,   Sharon Mercer 

School  of  the  Lackawanna,    Scranton .:, Lackawanna, 

School  for  Black  People  and  Their  De- 
scendants     Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


1896 

1S96 

1873 

1881 

1SS9 

1SS3 

18S4 

1SS6 

1S50 

1852 

1SS3 

1S90 

1SS1 

1870 

No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer      Name    of    President,    Principal 
in   Charge.  Superintendent. 


Moravian,    Superintendent. 


Albert  G.   Rau. 


Moravian,    Principal 

Presbyterian,    Principals,    

Non-Sectarian Principal,    

Roman  Catholic Sister  of  St.  Joseph 

Non-Sectarian,    President 

Presbyterian,    Principal 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    

Undenominational,     Principal 

Presbyterian,    Principal E.   E.    Pauling,    A.    M. 

Schwenkf elders,     Principal,    Rev.  O.   S.  Kriebel,   A.  : 

Presbyterian,    President,    Rebecca  Jane  De   Vore 


J.   Max  Hark. 

Misses  Davis  and  Gallher. 

H.   A.   Steel. 

Mother  Mary  Clement. 

Silas  S.    Neff,    Ph.    D. 

Henry  Bain,   D.   D. 

Miss  Frances  E.    Bennett. 

Levi  Ludden,  Ph.  D. 


Non-Sectarian Principal 

Undenominational,     Superintendent, 


Edward  E.   Allen. 

A.   L.   E.   Crouter,   EL.   D. 


Principal,    Willi: 

Non-Sectarian,    President , J.   W: 


D.    Rorer. 
■n  Lytle. 


Non-Sectarian,    Principals 


Daniel    Baugh,     President,     and    Ernil 
Sartin,   Principal. 


Methodist  Episcopal,    Principal Miss  Susan  C.  Lodge. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    J.  H.   Kennedy. 

Principal Henry  Bain,   D.   D. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal V.  A.  Green,  A.  M. 

Undenominational Principal,    P.   Kohler. 

Baptist Principal,    George  Ballentine,   A.   M. 

Reformed Principal,    H.  H.  Pounds,  A.  M. 

Roman  Catholic Rector,    .  Rev.    Nevin  F.    Fisher. 

Catholic Pastor  of  the  Church,.  James   Brennan,    Pastor   and   Sui 

Principal,    Rev.   Thomas  M.   Cann,    LL.   D. 


Orthodox  Friends Mercie  S.  Masters. 
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Schuylkill  Seminary 

Shady  Side  Academy 

St.  Benedict's  Academy,    

St.  Bonifaciu's  Parochial  School 

St.   Cecelia  Academy,    , ,,. 

Sugar  Grove  Seminary 

St.     John's    Evangelical    Lutheran    Pa- 
rochial   School, 

St.  Joseph's  Parochial  School,    

St.  Joseph's  Academy 

St.  Joseph's  College,    

St.  Luke's  Boarding  School  for  Boys,    .. 

St.   Mary's  Parochial  School 

St.  Mary's  College 

St.   Thomas'  College,    

St.  Patrick's  Parochial  School,    

Stewartstown  Collegiate  Institute,    

Swarthmore  Preparatory  School,    

The  Hamilton  School,   

The  Hill  School,   

The  Kiskiminetas  Spring  School 


Fredericksburg Lebanon,     . . . 

Pittsburgh Allegheny,    .. 

Erie,     Erie,    

Williamsport Lycoming,    .. 

Scranton,     Lackawanna, 

Sugar  Grove Warren,    


York,    York,    

Titusville,     Crawford,    ... 

McSherrystown Adams,    

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia," 

Bustleton Philadelphia, 

Honesdale Wayne,     

North  East, Erie,     

Scranton Lackawanna, 

Harrisburg Dauphin,    

Stewartstown,     York 

Swarthmore Delaware,    . . . 

(Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Pottstown,    Montgomery, 

Saltsburg Indiana,     


854 


1870  .... 
1872  1883 
1882   1882 

1874 

1872 

1834 

1S51   1852 

1863 

1S64 

.874 


1854 
1892 
1880 
1851 


The  Temple  College,    

Thurston  Preparatory  School,   

Trinity  Hall,  a  boarding  school  for  boys, 

ViiJa  Maria  Academy 

Volant  College,    

Wagner  Free  Institute  of  Science 

Washington  Seminary 

Westtown  Boarding  School 

West  Newton  Academy 

West  Sunbury  Academy,    

West  Walnut  Street  Seminary 

West  Chester  Friends'  School,    

Western  Pennsylvania  Scientific  Classi- 
cal Institute,    


Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    ... 

Washington,    Washington,    . 

Erie,     Erie,    

Volant,    Lawrence 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Washington,     Washington,    . 

Westtown Chester 

West   Newton Westmoreland, 

West  Sunbury,    Butler,     

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

West  Chester,    Chester 


1884 

1888 

18S7 

1879 

1892 

1894 

1SS9 

1892 

1855 

1S55 

1S35 

1S38 

1799 

1799 

1891 

nu 

1866 

Mount   Pleasant, 


Westmoreland, 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious  Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal 
Superintendent. 


Evangelical   Association Principal C.  W.  Hensel,   A.  M.,  B.  D. 

Undenominational Principal W.   R.   Crabbe. 

Roman  Catholic Sister   Directress,     Sister  M.  Camilla,  O.  S.  B. 

Roman  Catholic,   Rector,    Rev.  John  Koeper. 

Roman  Catholic,   Mother  Superior Mother   Crescentia. 

United  Brethren  in  Christ President,    D.  H.  Seneff. 

Evangelical  Lutheran Pastor Henry  Walker. 

Roman    Catholic,    Rev.  Joseph  M.  £>um,   Pastor. 

Roman   Catholic,    Superintendent Mother  Ignatius. 

Catholic, , President Rev.  William  F.  Clark,   S.  J. 

Protestant  Episcopal Principals,    Charles  H.   Strout,  W.  J.  Smith. 

Roman    Catholic,    Rev.  William  Dassel. 

Roman   Catholic Rev.    Rector Rev.  Casper  G.  Ritter,  C.  S.  S.  R. 

Roman    Catholic,    President Bro.   F.   Andrew. 

Roman   Catholic Right  Rev.  Bishop,    ...  Right  Rev.  J.  W.  Shanahan. 

Non-Sectarian,    ' President,    Prof.  Henry  M.  Payne. 

Friends,    Principal,    A.    H.    Tomlinson. 

Non-Sectarian,    Head  Master LeRoy  Bliss  Peckham,  A.  B.,  LL.  B. 

Non-Sectarian Principal, John  Meigs,    Ph.   D. 

Principals,    A.  W.  Wilson,  Jr.,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  and 

R.  Willis  Fair,   M.   S.,    Ph.   D. 

Non-Sectarian,    President,    ..'. Russell  H.  Conwell,  LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Alice  M.  Thurston. 

Anglican,    Rector W.  W.  Smith,  Rector  and  Proprietor. 

Roman  Catholic, superior,    Mother  Eugenia. 

G.  E.  Brenneman,   A.  B. 

Actuary,    Samuel  Wagner,   President. 

Undenominational,     Principal Miss   Martha   N.    McMillan. 

Orthodox  Friends,    Principal,    William  F.   Wickersham. 

Undenominational President,    G.  D.  Crisman. 

Undenominational,     .- Principal,    A.  Bruce  Gill. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    Mrs.  Rebecca  C.  Dickson  Long. 

Orthodox  Friends,    Principal,    Elizabeth  S.  Pennell. 


Henry  C.  Dixon. 
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127.  Wilkes- Barre   Institute Wilkes-Barre Luzerne,    ... 

32S.  William  Penn  Charter  School,    Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

129.  Williamsport  Dickinson  Seminary Williamsport,     Lycoming,     . 

130.  Wyoming:   Seminary Kingston,    Luzerne,     

131.  Yates  Institute,    Lancaster,    Lancaster,    . 

132.  York  Collegiate  Institute,    York York,    

133.  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Cen- 

tral Branch,    Philadelphia,     Philadelphia, 


16S9  1711 

1S48  1S48 

1S44  1844 

1857  1861 

1873  1873 


Philadelphia 


MANUAL   TRAINING  AND   INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS. 

1.  Central  Manual  Training  and  Industrial 

School Philadelphia,    .. 

2.  Drexel    Institute    of    Art,     Science    and 

Industry,     Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

3.  Home  for  the  Training  in  Speech  of  Deaf 

Children  before  they  are  of  School  Age,    Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

4.  Master      Builders'       Mechanical      Trade 

School Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

5.  Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School  of  In- 

dustrial Art,   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

6.  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,    ..   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

7.  St.   Francis'   Industrial   School Ed'dington, Bucks,    

8.  Williamson    Free    School    of   Mechanical 

Trades,   Williamson    School,    .   Delaware,    ... 


1891 

1S94 

1892 

1893 

1890 

1895 

1S76 

1876 

1803 

1S8S 

1834 

BUSINESS  COLLEGES  AND  COMMER- 
CIAL SCHOOLS. 

1.  Abrahamson  Business  College,    Germantown Philadelphia 1SS7  .  

2.  Allentown   Business   College,    Allentown,     Lehigh 1863  1897 

3.  Chambersburg  Business  College Chambersburg Franklin,     1895  — 

4.  Commercial   College Carlisle,     Cumberland 1896  

5.  Commercial  College  and  School  of  Short- 

hand     Williamsport Lycoming,     1866  1897 

6.  Drum's  Business  College Honesdale Wayne 1898  

7.  Duff's  Mercantile  College Pittsburgh Allegheny 1840  1851 
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STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal 
Superintendent. 


Presbyterian, Principal Helen  L.  Webster,   Ph.   D. 

Friends Head  Master,    Richard  M.  Jones,  LL.  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President Rev.  Edward  J.  Gray,   D.  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal President Levi  L.   Sprague. 

Episcopal, Head  Master,    Fredric  Gardiner. 

Presbyterian,    ; ,.  President E.  T.  Jeffers,  D.  D. 


Xon-Sectarian, 


Secretary,    Robert  H.   Newell,    Act.   Sec. 


William  L.   Sayer. 


Jndenominational President, 


James  MacAlister,  LL.  D. 


Non-Sectarian, 


Principal (Miss)   Mary  S.   Garrett. 


Non-Sectarian Superintendent W.  A.  H.   Allen. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Leslie  W.    Miller. 

Non-Sectarian Curator,    James  D.   Pierce,   P.  A.,    F.   A 

Roman  Catholic Brother  Director,    Most  Rev.  P.  J.  Ryan,  D.  D. 


President,    John   M.    Shrigli'y. 


Non-Sectarian,    Principal, 

Non-Sectarian President, 

Non-Sectarian Principal, 

Non-Sectarian President, 


Charles  M.   Abrahamson. 

—  W.    L.    Blackman. 
....    William    H.     Kline. 

—  I.  F.   Mountz. 


Non-Sectarian Principals,    Allen  and  Mershon. 

Non-Sectarian Principal,    C.   P.  Drum. 

Non-Sectarian President,     W.  H.  Duff. 
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Name   of   Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


Erie  College  of  Business,    

Frae's  School  of  Business,   

Harrisburg  Business  College 

Inter-State  Commercial  College 

Lebanon  Business  College,   

Palmer's  College,    

Peirce  School,    

Pennsylvania   Business    and    Shorthand 

College,    

Pottsville  Business  College,    

Practical  Business  School 

School  of  Commerce,    

Scranton  Business   College,    

South  Bethlehem  Business  College 

The  American  Business  College,    

The  College  of  Commerce,    

The  Schissler  College  of  Business,    

Towanda  Business  College 

The  Tubbs  Business  College,    ' 

The  Union  College  of  Business 

Washington  Business  College 

Wilkes-Barre  Business  College 


Erie 

Easton,     ... 
Harrisburg, 


Erie 1894 

Northampton,     ...J  1870 

j  1-  S3 

Dauphin 1885 


Reading Berks,    

Lebanon,     Lebanon,    .. 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 


Lancaster Lancaster 

Pottsville Schuylkill,     .... 

Harrisburg,     Dauphin,    

Harrisburg,     Dauphin 

Scranton,    Lackawanna,    . . 

South  Bethlehem Northampton,     . 

Allentown,     Lehigh,    

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    .. 

Norristown Montgomery,     . . 

Towanda Bradford,     

Emlenton,     Venango,    

Philadelphia,     Philadelphia,    .. 

"Washington Washington,     .. 


1885 
1884 


1896 
1895 


1894 

1894  1897 

1897  .... 

1889  1895 

1886  1S96 


Wilkes-Barre, 


Luzerne,     1899 


COLLLEGES  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
FOR  ORPHANS. 

1.  Bethany  Orphans'  Home Womelsdorf,     . 

2.  Church  Home  for  Children,    Jonestown,     — 

3.  Children's     Aid     Society     of     Franklin 

county,    a Chambersburg,     Franklin,     .. 

4.  Concordia  Orphans'  Home,    Delano,     Butler 

5.  Emaus  Orphan  Home,    Middletown,    Dauphin,    ... 

6.  Foulk    and    Long    Institute    for    Orphan 

Girls,    Philadelphia Philadelphia 

7.  Girard  College  for  Orphans,   Philadelphia Philadelphia 


Berks 1863      1865 

Lebanon,    1SS1      188.8 


1887 
1848 


Lutheran  Orphans'   Home Topton,     Berks,    1897      1897 


No.  5.  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal    or 
Superintendent. 


Non-Sectarian General   Manager,    J.  M.  Glazier. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    C.  Lincoln  Free. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal J.  E.   Garner. 

Undenominational President Rev.  H.  Y.  Stoner. 


Non-Sectar: 
Non-Sectar: 
Non-Sectar: 


Principal J.   G.  Gerberieh. 

Principal,    Orson  R.   Palmer. 

Vice  Principal,    J.    A.    Luman. 


Non-Sectarian Principal, 


J.   M.  Wade. 


an, 


Non-Sectar 
Non-Sectar 
Non-Sectar 
Non-Sectarian 


Principal,    P.   Taylor. 

Principal,    B.   E.   Staley. 

Principals,    J.  C.  Shumberger  and  Geo.  S.  McClure. 

Principals H.  D.  Buck  and  A.  R.  Whitmore. 


Non-Sectarian Principal W.  F.  Magee. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    O.  C.  Dorney. 

Non-Sectarian Principal T.  H.  McCool 

Non-Sectarian Principal H.  D.  Harris. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal M.   S.   Cronk. 

Methodist President,    Delavan  C.  Tubbs. 

Non-Sectarian President James  M.   Lingle. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    Louis  Van  Orden. 

Non-Sectarian,    Principal,    F.M.Allen. 


Reformed  Church  of  the  U.  S.,    ..   Superintendent, 
Protestant  Episcopal,    House  Father    . 


Rev.   Thomas  M.  Yundt. 
Alfred  M.  Abel. 


Undenominational Matron Miss  Hattie  Flora. 

Lutheran Director,    H.    W.    Lensner. 

Lutheran Principal William  A.    Croll. 


Non-Sectarian, 
Non-Sectarian, 
Lutheran 


Superintendent Mary  E.   R.   Cobb. 

President ' Adam  H.  Fetterolf,   Ph.  D.  LL.  D. 

Superintendent,    Rev.  U.  P.  Heilman. 
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Name    of    Institution. 


9.  Lutheran  Orphans'  Home,   Germantown,     Philadelphia 1859 


I  1872 


10.  Orphans'     Home     and     Orphans'     Farm 

School,    Zelienople Butler,     1852  1861 

11.  St.  Paul's  Orphan  Home Butler,     Butler 1867  1S68 

12.  St.      Paul's      Roman      Catholic      Orphan 

Asylum Pittsburgh Allegheny,    ... 1S41  1S40 

13.  Tressler  Orphans'   Home Loysville,    Perry,     1S65  1868 


PENNSYLVANIA       SOLDIERS'       ORPHAN 
SCHOOLS,  b 

1.  Soldiers'  Orphan  School Chester    Springs Chester i.i64 

2.  Soldiers'  Orphan  School Harford Susquehanna,    1SCT 

3.  Soldiers'  Orphan  School,    Uniontown Fayette 1864 

4.  Soldiers'    Orphan  Industrial   School,    ....   Scotland Franklin,     1895 


SCHOOLS   OF   MUSIC. 

1.  Broad  Street  Conservatory  of  Music Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 1886 

2.  Philadelphia  School  of  Music,   Philadelphia Philadelphia 1SSS 

3.  Philadelphia  Musical  Academy,   Philadelphia Philadelphia,    1870 


a  Children  are  kept  by  the  society  until  homes  can  be  secured  for  them. 

b  In  these  institutions  soldiers'  orphans  are  educated,  clothed  and  boarded  until  sixteen  years 
of  age,  gratuitously  by  the  State.  They  are  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphan  Commission. 
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STATISTICS— Continued. 


Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
in   Charge. 


Name    of   President,    Prineii.  a",    or 
Superintendent. 


Evangelical  Lutheran, 


Superintendent, 


Rev.   George  Ph.   Mueller. 


Lutheran, Director 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S.,    ..   Superintendent, 


Rev.  J.  A.  Kribbs. 
Rev.  P.  C.  Prugh,  D. 


Roman  Catholic,    Director Right  Rev.   R.   Phelan. 

Evangelical  Lutheran Superintendent Charles    A.    "VTidle. 


Undenominational Superintendent Austin  Curtin. 

L'ndenominational,    Superintendent,    James  E.  Mathews. 

Undenominational Superintendent,    J.  A.  "Waters. 

Undenominational,     Superintendent M.  L.   Thounhurst. 


Undenominational,    Director, 

Non-Sectarian,    Director, 

Non-Sectarian,    Director, 


Gilbert  Reynolds  Combs 
Kate  H.   Chandler. 
Rich.   Zeckwer. 
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NO  REPORT  WAS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING 
INSTITUTIONS. 


School  for  Girls,   Allegheny  City. 

Sunnyside  School,    Ambler. 

Armagh  Academy,    Armagh. 

Barkeysville  Academy,    Barkeysville. 

St.  Bernard's  Academy,  Bradford. 

St.  Mark's  School, Bristol. 

St.  Theresa's  Academy,   Butler. 

St.  Rose  Academy, Carbondale. 

Wood's  Carbondale  College,   Carbondale. 

St.  Peter's  School,  Columbia. 

Maplewood  Institute,    Concordville. 

St.  Thomas  Academy Corry. 

Union  Academy,    Damascus. 

Darby  Friends'  School,   Darby. 

Duncannon  Academy,   Duncannon. 

Eau  Clair  Academy,    Eau  Clair. 

Eldersridge  Academy Eldersridge. 

Ercildoun  Academy Ercildoun. 

Erie  Academy,  Erie. 

St.  Bernard's  Academy Erie. 

Freeburgh  Academy, Freeburgh. 

Steven's    School Germantown. 

St.  Joseph's  Academy,   Germantown. 

St.  Mary's  Seminary, Germantown. 

West  Millville  Academy Hawthorn. 

Hazleton  Seminary, Hazleton. 

Hickory  Academy Hickory. 

Jamestown  Seminary,  Jamestown. 

(Mrs.)  Blackford's  School  for  Girls,  Lancaster. 

Sacred  Heart  Academy Lancaster. 

School  for  Girls,   Lancaster. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,  Lancaster. 

Langhorn  Friends'  School, Langhorn. 

St.  Zavier's  Academy, Latrobe. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,   Lebanon. 

Lewistown  Academy,    Lewistown. 

Lincoln  University,    Lincoln  University. 

Academy  of  Immaculate  Conception,   Lock  Haven, 

St.  Aloysius'  Academy,    Loreto. 

St.  Francis'  College,  Loreto. 

Friends'   Institute,    London  Grove. 

Stone  Valley  Academy McAlevy's  Fort. 

Ingleside  Academy,    McDonald. 

Juniata  Academy,   Martinsburg. 

Media  Academy,    Media. 

Academy  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  ...  Merion 
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Preparatory  School,   • Meyersdale. 

Greenwood    Seminary,    Millville. 

Monongahela  Academy,    Monongahela. 

Pleasant  Grove  Academy,    Muddy  Creek  Fork. 

North  Washington  Institute,   Mount  Hope. 

Mifflin  Academy,    Mifflintown. 

Nazareth  Hall, Nazareth. 

Friends'  Boarding  and  Day  School Newton  Square. 

Tremont  Seminary Norristown. 

Noi  th  Wale  Academy,    North  Wales. 

Oley  Academy, Oley. 

Oxford  Academy,    Oxford. 

Parkesburg  Academy,  Parkesburg. 

Classical  Institute,    Parkesburg. 

Episcopal  Academy,    Philadelphia. 

Friends'  Central  School,  Philadelphia. 

Friends'  Select  School  (Orthodox) Philadelphia. 

Collegiate  Military  Academy, Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  Bible  Institute,    Philadelphia. 

Rittenhouse  Academy Philadelphia. 

Spring  Garden  Institute,    Philadelphia. 

Ursuline  Young  Ladies'  Seminary,  Pittsburgh. 

St.  John's  Academy,  Pittston. 

Reid  Institute,   Reidsburg. 

Reedsville  Academy,   Reedsville. 

Clarion  Collegiate  Institute,   Rimersburg. 

Rose  Point  Academy Rose  Point. 

St.  Benedict's  Academy,   St.  Mary's. 

Holy  Rosery  Academy,    Scran  ton. 

The  Green  Ridge  School,  Scranton. 

Academy  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  Sharon  Hill. 

Sheakleyville  Normal  School,  _. .  Sheakleyville. 

Polish  School,    Shenandoah. 

Bellview   Academy,    Stanton. 

Laurel  Hill  Academy,   Susquehanna. 

Toughkenamon  Private  School,  Toughkenamon. 

Susquehanna  Collegiate  Institute,   Towanda. 

St.  Teresa's  Academy,    Union  City. 

Uniontown  Academy Uniontown. 

Waterf  ord  Academy Wat  erf  ord. 

Peirsol's  Academy,   West  Bridgewater. 

Darlington   Seminary,    West  Chester. 

Friends'  High  School,  West  Chester. 

Villa  Maria  Academy,    West  Chester. 

Ladies'  Classical  Institute,  Williamsport. 

Malinckrodt   Convent,    Wilkes-Barre. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Wrightstown  Friends'  School,  Wrightstown. 

St.  Patrick's  Academy York. 

BUSINESS   COLLEGES  AND    COMMERCIAL    SCHOOLS. 

Actual  Business  College,  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny Allegheny. 

Altoona  Business  College Altoona. 

Butcher's  Business  College,  Beaver  Falls. 
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Dickson  Business  College, Columbia. 

Corry  Business  College,  Corry. 

Germantown  Business  College,  Germantown. 

Hazleton  Business  College,    Hazleton. 

Lock  Haven  Commercial  School,  . .  .• Lock  Haven, 

Stratton  and  Smith  Business  College,   Meadville. 

Meadville  Commercial  College,   Meadville. 

North  Wales  Academy  and  School  of  Business,  North  Wales. 

Spencerian  Business  College,  Philadelphia. 

Union  College,   Philadelphia. 

West  Green  S'treet  Institute,   Philadelphia. 

Walton  Wellesly  College,   Philadelphia. 

Academy  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  Philadelphia. 

Academy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Academy  of  Notre  Dame,  Philadelphia. 

Adelphia  Academy,    Philadelphia. 

Blight's  School  for  Boys,  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Comegy's  and  Miss  Bell's  School Philadelphia. 

Day  School  for  Girls Philadelphia. 

Easthura  Academy Philadelphia. 

Franklin  Institute,   Philadelphia. 

Miss  Gibson's  School,   Philadelphia. 

Home  School,   Philadelphia. 

La  Salle  College,   Philadelphia. 

George  F.  Martin's  School  for  Boys,  Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  School  for  Girls,   Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Seminary Philadelphia. 

St.  Joseph's  Academy,   Philadelphia. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,  Philadelphia. 

St.  Michael's  Academy, Philadelphia. 

St.  Patrick's  Academy,    Philadelphia. 

St.  Paul's  Academy, Philadelphia. 

St.  Philip's  Academy Philadelphia. 

St.  Teresa's  Academy,   Philadelphia. 

School  for  Young  Ladies Philadelphia. 

West  Chestnut  Street  Seminary,   Philadelphia. 

Bishop  Bowman  Institute, Philadelphia. 

Prickett  College  of  Commerce Philadelphia. 

Catholic  College  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Pittsburgh. 

Duquesne   College,    Pittsburgh. 

East  Liberty  Academy,   Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh  Female  College Pittsburgh. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,   Pittsburgh. 

St.  Ursula's  Academy,   Pittsburgh. 

Martin's  Shorthand  School,    Pittsburgh. 

Williams  Business  College,   Pittsburgh. 

Williams  Business  College,   Scranton. 

Shamokin  Business  College Shamokin. 

Wood's   College Shenandoah. 

Luce's  Business  College Union  City. 

Pott's  Shorthand  College,  Williamsport. 

Bacheldor's  Business  College,    York. 

Patrick's  Business  College York. 

Patrick's  Business  and  Shorthand  College York. 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY, FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  5,  1899. 


(In  this  statement  fractions  of  a  month,   one-half  or  over,  are  counted  as  whole  numbers.) 
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1.  Adams 

2.  Allegheny,     . 

3.  Armstrong, 
i.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford,     

6.  Berks 

7.  Blair,     

8.  Bradford,      .. 

9.  Bucks,     

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria,     . . . 

12.  Cameron,    ... 

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre,     : 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion,    

17.  Clearfield,     .. 
IS.  Clinton,    

19.  Columbia,     .. 

20.  Crawford,     .. 

21.  Cumberland, 

22.  Dauphin,     ... 

23.  Delaware,     .. 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette,     .... 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin,    ... 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon, 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson,    . . . 

34.  Juniata 
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10 
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28 
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S3.  Lackawanna,     . . 

36.  Lancaster 

37.  Lawrence 

38.  Lebanon,     

39.  Lehigh 

40.  Luzerne 

41.  Lycoming 

42.  McKean,     

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery,    . . . 

47.  Montour,     

48.  Northampton,     . 

49.  Northumberland, 

50.  Perry 

51.  Pike,    

52.  Potter,     

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder,     

55.  Somerset,    

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna,    .. 

58.  Tioga,     

59.  Union 

60.  Venango,     

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington,     ... 

63.  Wayne,     

64.  Westmoreland, 

65.  Wyoming,    

66.  York 

67.  Philadelphia,     .. 
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30 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  '  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY, FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  5,  1899. 

(In  this  statement  fractions  of  a  month,   one-half  or  over,  are  counted  as  whole  numbers.) 


Adams,     

Allegheny 1 
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Bedford,    

Berks 

Blair 
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Bucks 

Butler,    
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Clearfield 

Clinton, 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland,     

Dauphin 

Delaware 
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Erie 

Fayette 

Forest 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene, 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson, 

Juniata,     
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36.  Lancaster,     

37.  Lawrence 
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39.  Lehigh 
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41.  Lycoming' 

42.  McKean 

43 .  Mercer,     

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monrc-e,     

46.  Montgomery,     

47.  Montour,     

4S.  Northampton 

49.  Northumberland 

50.  Perry, 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter,    

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snyder : 

55.  Somersot 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna,    

£8.  Tioga 

59.  Union,     

60.  Venango,     

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington,     

63.  Wayne,    

64.  Westmoreland,     

65.  Wyoming, 

60.  York 

67.  Philadelphia 
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Official  Document,  No.  5. 


REPORTS 


County  Superintendents, 


ADAMS  COUNTY— J.  W.  Thoman. 


This  closes  another  term  of  successful  school  work.  Most  of  the 
schools  were  more  regularly  attended  than  during  any  of  the  previous 
years.  The  steady  increase  of  the  length  of  the  school  term  has  been 
of  great  advantage  to  our  schools,  and  has  prepared  the  way  for  the 
seven  months  term,  recently  passed  by  the  State  Legislature. 

The  county  institute  was  largely  attended  by  both  teachers  and  the 
people  of  the  county.  All  the  teachers  but  three  were  in  attendance. 
The  instructors  were  the  following:  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  F.  H. 
Green,  Dr.  O.  G.  Klinger,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Hull,  Dr.  Jos.  Barton,  Dr. 
Byron  W.  King,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  Wolf,  Prof.  J.  A.  Sprenkle, 
and  some  local  talent.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  M.  G.  Brum- 
baugh, Byron  W.  King  and  Wm.  Hawley  W.  Smith.  Two  very  suc- 
cessful entertainments  were  given  by  the  Cecelia  Concert  Company 
of  Boston,  and  the  C.  M.  Parker  Concert  Company  of  New  York. 
Successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  various  districts. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  session  on  Wednesday 
of  institute  week  in  the  Public  High  School  Building,  Gettysburg. 
About  seventy-five  directors  attended  the  meeting.  Hon.  Henry 
Houck  addressed  the  association.  The  following  delegates  were 
chosen  to  represent  the  county  in  the  State  Directors'  Association: 
Hon.  K.  Wm.  Bream,  A.  M.  Lochbaum,  Calvin  Hamilton,  Isaac 
Hoechst  and  Franklin  Cromer. 

Three  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Hamiltonban 
and  two  in  Tyrone.  General  improvement  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  many  of  the  districts.  A  number  of  houses  have  been  re- 
1—5—99 


2  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

paired,  repainted  and  wholly  or  partly  furnished  with  new  fur- 
niture. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-five  visits  to  schools  were  made,  which  in- 
dicates all  schools  were  visited.  Teachers,  as  a  rule,  were  found  do- 
ing good  work.  The  houses  were  generally  clean  and  well  cared  for, 
scholars  orderly  and  well  behaved,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  the  walls 
were  tastefully  decorated  with  evergreens,  mottoes,  pictures,  maps, 
etc.  Germany,  Littlestown,  Union  and  Conowago  townships  are  to 
be  especially  complimented  for  the  finest  ornamentation  and  care  of 
the  school  rooms. 

We  still  continue  the  course  of  study.  Each  year  we  find  the  re- 
sults growing  from  it  more  satisfactory,  especially  in  ungraded  or 
country  schools,  than  under  the  former  go-as-you-please  plan.  One 
hundred  and  ten  pupils  submitted  themselves  at  the  central  examina- 
tion. From  this  number  sixty  took  the  final  examination,  held  at 
Gettysburg.  All  of  the  number  passed  successfully,  and  were  granted 
the  common  school  diploma. 

Twenty-four  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  at- 
tended by  one  hundred  and  twelve  applicants,  ninety  of  whom  were 
granted  provisional  certificates.  Our  aim  has  been  to  advance  from 
year  to  year,  the  standard  of  qualifications,  issuing  only  a  sufficient 
number  of  certificates  to  the  best  qualified  teachers,  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  our  schools.  We  have  been  well  sustained  in  this  course 
by  those  who  have  had  the  employment  of  teachers  in  charge,  and 
although  some  of  the  rejected  applicants,  at  the  time  may  have  been 
somewhat  disappointed,  in  a  majority  of  cases  they  have  not  com- 
plained of  injustice  but  nettled  by  failure,  have  set  to  work  to  qualify 
themselves  more  thoroughly. 

With  the  thanks  to  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  and  have 
given  encouragement  to  me  in  my  work,  and  to  the  Department  for 
kindnesses  shown,  I  submit  my  final  report. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Sam'l  Hamilton. 


The  educational  interests  of  our  county  were  never  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  during  the  past  year.  The  usual  educa- 
tional forces  have  been  at  work  and  the  results  attained  are,  we  be- 
lieve, not  second  to  those  of  any  former  year.  The  results  have  come 
not  by  any  sudden  evolution  but,  like  all  genuine  educational  progress, 
by  healthful  growth. 
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Size  and  Growth. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  county  still  continues.  Last  year  we  had 
100  school  ditsricts  with  about  1,125  teachers  and  50,000  pupils.  The 
growth  since  1887  has  been  marvelous.  Then  there  were  78  districts 
with  539  teachers  and  28,370  pupils.  Then  there  were  but  20  incor- 
porated boroughs  with  139  teachers  and  8,337  pupils,  now  we  have 
16  such  municipalities  with  G17  teachers  and  about  26,000  pupils. 
During  the  past  twelve  years  71  fine  large  brick  school  buildings,  con- 
taining from  six  to  twenty-four  rooms  each  have  been  erected.  No 
better  index  of  the  interest  in  our  schools  can  be  given  than  the  fact 
that  we  spend  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  on  them  annually. 

Count}7  Institute. 

The  forty-eighth  annual  session  of  the  Allegheny  County  Institute 
was  held  in  Pittsburgh,  August  22  to  26,  1898.  At  this  meeting  1,013 
teachers  were  regularly  enrolled  as  members.  The  work  was  in 
charge  of  the  following  instructors:  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent;  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania; Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins,  University  of  Illinois,  and  Prof. 
A.  J.  Gantvoort,  Cincinnati. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  the  court  house,  November  22, 1898.  About  170  directors  were 
present.     The  following  programme  was  carried  out: 

Forenoon  Session,  10  A.  M. 

1.  President's  Address,  Rev.  J.  M.  Witherspoon. 

2.  Report  of  Delegate  to  State  Directors'  Association,  C.  J.  Vance. 

3.  The  Tax  Law,  J.  G.  Hayes,  Esq. 

4.  General  Discussion  of  this  Law. 

Afternoon  Session,  1.15  P.  M. 

1.  Election  of  Officers. 

2.  Roll  Call  of  Districts. 

3.  Annual  Address  to  Directors,  Superintendent  Hamilton. 

4.  Query  Box,  conducted  by  Geo.  W.  Foster. 

The  discussions  were  vigorous,  the  papers  good,  and  the  meeting 
full  of  life  and  interest. 

Visits  to  the  Schools. 

Last  year  there  were  employed  in  this  county  about  1,125  teachers. 
It  is  not  possible  for  one  man  to  inspect  the  work  of  so  many  teachers, 
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we  therefor  employed  a  man  to  help  us.  With  his  assistance  838 
visits  were  made  to  the  schools.  Of  this  number  670  visits  were  made 
by  the  superintendent. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  M.  Jackson. 


With  this  report  I  close  my  sixth  and  last  year  as  superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a 
steady  and  marked  improvement.  The  people  of  the  county  are  tak- 
ing greater  interest  in  the  schools,  demanding  better  teachers  and  bet- 
ter teaching,  and  better  schools  in  every  way,  and  the  teachers  are  in 
most  cases  keeping  up  to  the  demands  by  doing  all  they  can  to  make 
themselves  better  fitted  for  their  work.  The  teachers  have  been  fol- 
lowing a  regular  course  of  reading  in  literature  and  theory  of  teaching 
and  the  effects  of  their  efforts  in  this  direction  is  noticeable  in  the 
schools  and  upon  the  children  going  out  from  the  schools,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  this  and  the  thorough  teaching  of  the  elements  of  civil 
government  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  future  citizens  of 
our  county.  Graded  courses  of  study  were  introduced  into  several  of 
the  schools  of  the  county  until  at  the  close  of  this  school  year,  we  have 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four  (164)  of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-six 
schools  of  the  county  following  courses  of  study. 

Our  teachers'  county  institutes  have  grown  in  popularity  so  that 
our  large  court  room  is  not  commodious  enough  to  contain  the  crowds 
that  attended  the  last  session,  and  the  local  institutes  held  in  different 
parts  of  the  county  have  been  well  attended  by  the  most  progressive 
teachers  and  the  people  who  take  the  greatest  interest  in  our  schools. 

A  comparison  of  the  schools  at  the  close  of  my  work  as  superinten- 
dent with  the  schools  at  the  beginning  of  my  first  term,  six  years  ago, 
shows  many  marked  differences.  In  1893  there  were  296  schools, 
about  11,000  pupils,  62  graded  schools,  120  teachers  of  five  years'  ex- 
perience, 7  educational  meetings  held  and  655  children  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen  not  attending  school,  and  in  1898  there  are 
326  schools,  13,000  pupils,  164  graded  schools,  169  teachers  of  five 
years'  experience,  11  educational  meetings  held  and  63  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  not  attending  school. 

In  thus  severing  my  connection  with  the  schools  of  the  county,  I 
invoke  the  choicest  blessings  of  Heaven  upon  the  many  earnest,  hard- 
working teachers,  the  school  officers  and  the  pupils  and  patrons,  and  I 
hope  that  the  progress  of  the  future  may  far  eclipse  anything  of  the 


No.  5.  BEAVER    COUNTY.  5 

past,  that  my  successor  may  have  the  loyal  support  of  all  true  friends 
of  education.  1  gratefully  acknowledge  the  courtesies  extended  to 
my  by  the  teachers,  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  directors  and 
the  hospitality  of  the  people.  I  have  enjoyed  these  six  years  of  work 
throughout  the  county,  and  I  feel  that  I  am  better  for  having  met  so 
many  of  our  good  people. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  all  who  have  aided  and  encouraged 
me,  the  people  and  press  of  the  county,  and  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— Chester  A.  Moore. 


Two  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  one  in  North  Sewickley 
township  and  one  in  Rochester  township. 

The  board  in  New  Galilee  made  commendable  improvements  in 
their  building  by  putting  in  good  furniture,  slate  black-board,  paper- 
ing walls,  ceiling,  etc. 

Our  directors  all  over  the  county  have  shown  a  spirit  of  progress 
within  the  last  few  years  in  beautifying  their  school  rooms  and  school 
surroundings. 

The  lowest  wages  paid  last  year  in  any  township  was  $30  per  month 
and  the  highest  was  $70  in  one  room  in  Harmony  township.  Borough 
township  paid  $50  and  $35.  Hopewell  paid  $45  in  two  schools,  fol- 
lowed by  Rochester  township  with  its  customary  salary  of  $40  per 
month  and  8  mouths  term.     Other  townships  varied  from  $30  to  $35. 

The  boroughs  pay  salaries  to  primary  and  intermediate  teachers 
ranging  from  $30  to  75. 

An  increase  of  $1  per  month  was  made  in  Brighton  township ;  $3  1-3 
in  Industry  township;  $5  in  Glasgow;  $5  in  Logstown,  Ind.;  $5  in 
Monaca;  $14  in  Clinton,  Ind.;  and  $20  in  Harmony  township. 

While  the  increase  is  some  districts  was  not  much,  we  are  glad  to 
note  the  upward  tendency. 

The  school  term  was  lengthened  in  several  districts.  Harmony, 
Monaca  and  Rochester  each  had  9  months;  Aliquppa,  Baden,  Beaver, 
Borough  township,  Bridgewater,  College  Hill,  Eastvale,  Freedom, 
Pulaski,  Rochester  township  and  Sharon,  8  months;  Fallston,  1\ 
months;  Big  Beaver,  1\  months;  Clinton,  Darlington  borough,  Daugh- 
erty,  Economy,  Frankfort,  Georgetown,  Logstown,  Moon,  Ind.,  Mur- 
docksville,  New  Galilee,  New  Sewickley  and  Patterson,  7  months. 
All  the  other  districts  (15)  had  6  months  each. 
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The  regular  summer  institute  was  held  in  the  educational  office  on 
August  17-19.  1.898.  The  meeting  at  this  time  of  year  is  intended  es- 
pecially to  help  the  younger  teachers,  and  the  talks  given  are  along 
the  line  of  every  day  school  work  and  cannot  fail  to  do  teachers  who 
attend  much  good. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  December 
2G.  The  attendance  and  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  shown  through- 
out the  entire  week  were  remarkable. 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr. 
Lincoln  Hulley  and  Prof.  F.  H.  Green  were  the  day  instructors  and  did 
work  the  effect  of  which  was  seen  in  many  of  our  school  afterward  in 
the  increased  effort  of  the  teachers  to  get  the  pupils  interested  in  good 
literature. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Donovan,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Lemmer 
Stuckey,  of  New  Brighton,  added  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion 
by  their  excellent  singing. 

The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  lectures  given  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Dixon,  Jr.,  Rev.  A.  W.  Lamar  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Mac  Arthur,  and 
concerts  by  the  "Smith  Sisters"  and  the  Slayton  Jubilees.  With 
the  exception  of  one  of  the  lectures,  the  entertainments  gave  excellent 
satisfaction. 

The  teachers,  directors,  patrons  of  the  schools,  the  press  and  De- 
partment have  been  very  kind  to  me,  for  which  I  feel  exceedingly 
grateful. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— C.  J.  Potts. 


In  making  this,  my  ninth  annual  report  to  the  Department,  it  is 
needless  to  multiply  words.  The  nine  years'  work  done  for  the 
schools  of  this  county  has  been  a  happy  period  of  my  life.  The  kind- 
nesses received  at  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  county  and  the  re- 
spect shown  me  and  the  encouragement  given  me  by  the  Department 
have  very  much  lightened  the  work. 

Permit  me,  in  this  my  last  report,  to  say  that  a  few  of  the  laws  passed 
in  the  last  decade,  had  better  be  off  the  statute  books,  or  else  put  into 
the  hands  of  some  person  to  have  them  enforced. 

The  compulsory  law  is  openly  violated  in  most  of  the  districts  of 
this  county.  In  many  of  the  districts  even  a  show  of  enforcing  it  is 
not  kept  up.  The  effect  has  been  to  decrease  the  average  attendance 
rather  than  to  increase  it.  Those  under  the  limit  do  not  attend  regu- 
larly, those  above  the  limit. do  not  attend  because  the  low  does  not  say 
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they  must  and  those  within  the  law  use  every  excuse  to  violate  its 
provisions  seemingly  for  the  sole  reason  that  they  wish  to  violate 
what  they  look  upon  as  encroaching  upon  personal  liberty.  Not 
many  men  wish  to  incur  the  ill  will  of  parents  by  insisting  upon  the 
children  being  in  school.  The  truth  is  it  is  looked  upon  as  no  ones' 
business  to  enforce  attendance.  Secretaries  do  not  provide  lists  of 
names  for  the  teachers,  and  teachers  dare  not  make  themselves  un- 
popular by  entering  into  the  matter  themselves. 

Now  add  to  this  the  vaccination  law  and  you  have  a  combination 
worthy  our  wise  legislators.  These  laws  may  not  conflict,  but  if  they 
do  not  how  are  both  to  be  enforced?  This  is  a  question  that  has  come 
to  many  a  superintendent  during  the  last  year.  If  some  legislator 
will  tell  us  how  to  reconcile  them,  it  will  be  of  vast  benefit  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

The  free  text  book  law,  good  in  itself,  has  worked  hardship  for  the 
teachers.     Teachers,  in  reality,  are  paying  for  the  text  books. 

The  increased  appropriation  has  not  been  used  to  secure  better 
teachers.  It  is  used  in  many  districts  to  build  and  furnish  houses — 
for  men  employed  in  selling  cheap  goods  to  directors  at  big  prices,  and 
in  a  few  instances,  it  is  to  be  feared,  for  men  who  are  called  directors. 
Would  that  it  were  possible  for  the  people  to  lay  bare  the  item  "other 
expenses"  in  the  financial  report.  It  would  reveal  many,  what  might 
be,  startling  facts. 

The  addition  of  another  month  to  the  school  term,  in  some  ways, 
is  a  good  move.  It  means  in  very  many  of  the  districts  in  this  county 
another  month  employment  for  the  teachers.  But  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts it  does  not  mean  more  attendance  upon  the  schools  by  the  chil- 
dren. For  the  teacher  it  means  seven  months'  work  for  six  months' 
wages.  Nothing  more,  nothing  less.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  is 
not  a  true  forecast.  Wait  and  see.  Had  the  law  makers  seen  fit  to 
fix  a  minimum  salary  for  teachers  as  well  as  a  minimum  term  of  school 
there  would  have  been  much  wisdom  in  the  act. 

Three  members  of  one  school  board  in  the  great  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania voted  twenty-one  times  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  teachers  at  fifteen 
dollars  a  month,  the  same  three  voted  pay  to  themselves  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  a  day  for  the  meetings  attended  during  the  year.  That 
item  of  expense  is  reported  under  "other  expenses."  This  may  be 
and  no  doubt  is  an  exceptional  case.  The  pay  of  teachers  in  this 
county  has  fallen  in  some  of  the  districts,  in  others  it  has  slightly  in- 
creased. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been,  on  the  whole,  up  to  the  average. 
There  were  many  new  teachers  employed  and  a  corresponding  number 
of  the  old  teachers  dropped.  The  tenure  of  office  for  the  teacher  is 
becoming  more  secure.     The  statistical  report  accompanying  this 
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will  show  many  encouraging  features,  if  one  will  take  the  time  to 
look  them  up  . 


BERKS  COUNTY— E.  M.  Rapp. 


The  schools  of  Berks  county  have  been  moving  steadily  along  with 
no  startling  results,  but  with  a  natural  and  healthy  growth.  All  that 
was  hoped  for  wTas  not  realized  during  the  school  year  just  closed, 
yet  we  have  much  to  be  grateful  for.  It  is  characteristic  of  our  people 
that  they  are  conservative.  They  are  not  like  the  Yankee,  who  bobs 
up  and  down.  They  take  a  step  forward  and  seldom  retrace.  But  a 
spirit  of  conservatism  and  a  sluggish  school  sentiment  are  more  or  less 
hindrances  to  educational  advancement,  and  we  must,  first  of  all,  be- 
cause of  our  system  of  education  in  this  State,  create  a  wholesome  edu- 
cational sentiment  among  the  people.  Since  the  people  are  the  State 
and  the  schools  are  the  offspring  of  the  State,  it  would  seem  that  the 
schools  are  just  about  what  the  people  make  them.  The  conclusion 
seems  to  be  that  the  people  must  be  educated  and  the  public  school 
must  do  it.  The  process  may  be  slow  but  the  day  is  dawning  and  I 
have  an  abiding  faith  in  teachers,  schools  and  people.  Six  additional 
schools  were  opened  in  the  county  during  the  year — thus  making  507 
schools  in  the  county.  Three  of  the  districts  increased  the  term  and 
six  increased  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  while  not  a  single  district 
made  a  reduction  in  wages.  We  hope  other  districts  will  fall  into  line 
and  raise  the  salaries.  A  community  can  always  get  as  good  teachers 
as  it  is  willing  to  pay  for,  and  that  community  which  has  the  highest 
ideals,  the  most  advanced  civilization,  is  the  one  whose  schools  have 
been  taught  by  the  best  teachers.  Parsimony  to  the  public  schools 
means  death  to  all  grand  hopes  of  free  labor,  death  to  all  the  wonder- 
ful possibilities  in  store  for  the  children  of  those  who  toil.  It  is  a 
shame  that  when  Pennsylvania  must  retrench,  she  begins  with  her 
school  system.  The  taxpayer  who  grumbles  at  the  cost  of  education 
should  remember  that  we  must  have  either  schools  or  jails  and  that 
schools  are  the  cheaper.  What  we  have  to  do  is  to  persuade  people 
that  education  is  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  investment  rather 
than  an  expense.  Our  American  farmer  and  mechanic  should  be 
made  to  realize  that  the  public  school  is  his  very  ark  of  safety,  the 
bridge  across  which  his  little  ones  may  reach  place  and  power  and 
higher  planes  of  usefulness. 
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Normal  Training. 


The  schools  of  this  county  are  gradually  improving,  due  to  the  gen- 
eral improvement  of  teachers  in  scholarship  and  professional  skill. 
Over  100  less  provisional  certificates  were  granted  this  year  than 
heretofore.  Normal  graduates  are  taking  the  places  of  those  who 
held  the  lower  grade  of  certificates.  Thirty-two  per  cent,  of  the 
teachers  are  Normal  School  graduates  while  fully  65  per  cent,  had 
some  normal  training.  One  cannot  teach  well  until  he  learns  how, 
and  there  is  no  better  place  to  learn  how  than  a  good  Normal  School. 
The  truth  is  that  the  service  rendered  by  the  Normal  Schools  to  the 
cause  of  education  in  this  country  is  so  vast  as  to  be  beyond  estimate. 
A  pedagogic  training  is  an  indispensable  requisite  of  the  successful 
teacher.  With  equal  natural  capacity  and  teaching  instinct  the 
normal  graduate  will  always  out-teach  anyone,  even  the  collegian  who 
knows  nothing  about  the  science  or  art  of  teaching. 

Beginning  Teachers. 

Ten  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  beginners  every 
year.  Under  present  conditions  the  rural  districts  cannot  be  induced 
to  pay  professional  salaries  and  the  schools  are  largely  taught  by 
those  who  make  teaching  a  "stepping  stone,"  and  use  them  as  a  means 
to  aid  them  in  preparing  for  college  or  a  profession.  But  this  func- 
tion of  the  rural  school  is  not  wholly  a  matter  of  regret.  The  bright, 
ambitious  young  men  and  women  who  are  at  work  to-day  as  country 
school  teachers  are  worth  all  the  more  because  they  do  not  propose  to 
settle  down  for  life  as  "professional"  teachers  at  a  salary  of  $25  or  $30 
per  month,  7  months  in  the  year. 

These  young,  active,  progressive  and  enthusiastic  people  are  really 
better  teachers,  especially  in  the  wider  sense  of  personal  influnce  and 
inspiration,  than  are  the  fossilized  antiquities  whose  highest  ambition 
is  satisfied  by  teaching  a  rural  school.  It  is  stated  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  incompetent  teachers,  just  as  there  are  two  kinds  of  sick 
people;  those  who  can  be  cured  and  those  who  cannot.  The  first  class 
need  help,  and  a  chance  to  recover;  the  last  class  should  be  made  as 
comfortable  as  possible  and  given  a  painless  means  of  making  their 
exit  from  school  room  life.  Once  every  year  our  beginning  teachers 
are  called  together  at  the  county  seat,  shortly  before  the  schools  open, 
and  given  special  instruction  and  advice  by  our  most  practical  and  ex- 
perienced educators  in  the  county. 

School  Buildings. 

Nine  of  the  very  best  buildings  in  the  county  were  erected  during 
the  past  year.  Boyertown  and  West  Reading  each  erected  a  hand- 
some eight-room  building  with  all  modern  appliances.     The  Smead 
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system  of  heating  and  ventilating  are  used.  Each  building  cost 
$17,000.  The  directors  of  Boyertown  and  Spring  are  to  be  compli- 
mented for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  erection  and  equip- 
ment of  the  buildings.  The  finest  one-roomed  building  in  the  county 
was  erected  in  Lower  Heidelberg.  It  is  a  model  of  architecture  and 
convenience.  In  the  matter  of  heat,  light  and  ventilation  it  could 
not  be  improved.  Colebrookdale,  Upper  Tulpehocken  and  Spring 
each  erected  a  substantial  and  commodious  two-roomed  building. 
Bethel,  Penn  and  Ruscombmanor  erected  excellent  one-roomed  build- 
ings with  modern  improvements.  Directors  are  selecting  more  health- 
ful sites,  the  grounds  are  more  elevated,  affording  better  drainage, 
more  attention  is  being  paid  to  sanitation,  rooms  are  more  comfort- 
able and  commodious,  stoves  are  being  displaced  and  out-houses  are 
kept  under  close  surveilliance.  It  is  about  time,  in  the  dawn  of  the 
twentieth  century,  to  abolish  the  stove  as  a  means  of  heating  a  school 
room.  Many  districts  introduced  cellar  heat  during  the  past  term. 
Others  should  follow  suit.  At  times  we  still  come  across  school 
houses  that  were  planned  and  built  by  some  local  corpenter,  who 
never  constructed  anything  more  pretentious  than  a  straw-shed  or 
summer  kitchen,  and  with  a  total  disregard  to  the  comfort  of  both 
teacher  and  pupil.  We  are  frequently  asked  for  plans  for  school 
houses  and  in  some  districts  commendable  efforts  are  made  to  improve 
the  architecture  of  rural  schools.  In  New  York  State  the  State  Su- 
perintendent appointed  a  committee  to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  com- 
petitive plans  for  school  houses  to  cost  from  $600  to  $3,000.  These 
plans  when  adopted  are  to  be  loaned  to  local  building  committees. 
This  scheme  would  commend  itself  to  the  school  authorities  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Beautifying  School  Rooms  and  School  Grounds. 

At  every  one  of  the  10  local  institutes  held  during  the 
past  year  one  of  the  principal  topics  of  discussion  was  the 
suitable  decoration  of  school  rooms,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
agitation  there  is  a  vast  improvement  in  the  appearance  of 
school  rooms.  With  bare  walls  and  blank  blackboards  and  prosaic 
rows  of  desks  there  is  nothing  aesthetically  beautiful  about  the  typi- 
cal school  room.  Bare  walls,  dirty  floors,  rough  furniture,  invite 
children  to  come  with  unwashed  hands,  uncombed  hair,  unclean  and 
ragged  clothing.  Any  child  will  behave  better  in  a  beautiful  parlor 
than  in  a  barn.  Glaring  chromos,  soap  pictures,  etc.,  are  out  of  place 
in  a  school  room.  The  general  arrangement  of  a  child's  environment 
should  stimulate  his  artistic  taste  and  culitvate  in  him  what  he  often 
lacks,  an  appreciation  of  real  harmony  of  color  and  beauty  of  form. 
We  want  more  color,  more  cheerfulness;  not  more  things  in  the  room, 
but  harmony.  The  walls  should  be  tinted  in  a  quiet,  grayish  tone, 
soft  and  agreeable  to  the  eye,  thus  forming  a  good  background  for 
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pictures.  Surround  young  people  with  pictures  and  statuary,  set  off 
by  tinted  walls,  and  the  silent  beauty  irradiating  therefrom  will 
quicken  and  purify  the  taste  without  encroaching  upon  school  time  or 
interfering  with  school  work.  Every  school  should  have  as  a  motto 
over  the  school  house  door  the  terse  saying  of  Prof.  Bailey  of  Cornell: 
"An  attractive  playground  will  do  more  than  a  profitable  wheat  crop 
to  keep  the  child  on  the  farm."  It  is  entirely  clear  that  bare,  harsh, 
cheerless,  immodest  rural  school  grounds  are  doing  much  to  drive 
young  people  away  from  the-  country.  There  is  good  nature  study  in 
planting  trees,  shrubs  and  plants  on  school  grounds. 

Circulating  Library. 

Three  years  ago  a  pedagogical  library  was  established  and  located 
in  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent,  court  house,  Reading,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county 
with  reading  matter  of  an  educational  character.  The  books  are 
loaned  to  them  without  expense  except  that  return  postage  is  paid  by 
borrowers.  In  this  way  many  teachers  who  are  laboring  in  isolated 
places  are  enjoying  the  use  of  a  choice  library,  an  advantage  which 
they  would  otherwise  be  denied.  The  library  numbers  over  100 
volumes,  and  the  selection  was  based  upon  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  character,  attainments  and  needs  of  those  who  will  read  them. 
About  f  40  are  invested  in  books  every  year. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— Henry  S.  Wertz. 


Our  schools  during  the  past  year  were  attended  with  a  gratifying 
degree  of  success.  The  work  in  a  number  of  districts  was  interrupted 
by  the  presence  of  contagious  diseases.  Scarlet  fever  became  epi- 
demic at  Williamsburg  shortly  after  the  schools  opened  which  neces- 
sitated the  suspension  of  the  schools  for  several  weeks.  Through 
the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  board,  physicians  and  citizens,  a  close 
quarantine  of  families  having  the  disease  was  maintained  and  the 
epidemic  speedily  abated.  The  enforced  vaccination  of  school  chil- 
dren in  other  districts  lessened  the  school  attendance  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  But  with  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases  and  the 
small-pox  scare  our  schools  were  fairly  successful.  The  compulsory 
school  law  was  not  so  rigidly  enforced  in  some  districts  as  duty  might 
require.  This  law,  if  properly  enforced  will  mean  very  much  to  some 
of  the  future  men  and  women  of  our  Commonwealth.  It  will  insure 
greater  success  to  the  individuals  affected  by  it,  more  intelligence  and 
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consequently  better  citizenship.  It  may  be  made  the  means  of  saving 
many  young  men  from  committing  deeds  which  would  consign  them 
to  the  reformatory  or  the  penitentiary — aye  even  the  gallows.  We 
need  have  little  fear  of  the  girls  and  boys  who  voluntarily  attend  the 
schools.  Their  home  and  school  training  invest  them  with  suffi- 
cient self  control  to  restrain  them  from  the  evils  which  the  less  fortu- 
nate are  prone  to  commit.  School  boards  and  all  law  abiding  citizens 
should  be  awakened  to  the  wholesome  influence  that  will  follow  the 
proper  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  school  law.  The  time  to  res- 
cue our  population  from  ignorance  and  vice  is  in  childhood.  Young 
offenders  become  old  criminals.  We  must  remember  that  jails,  re- 
formatories and  penitentiaries  do  not  reform.  There  are  only  so 
many  evil-doers  pent  up  for  the  period  of  their  incarceration.  Im- 
prisonment does  not  atone  for  crimes  committed,  neither  does  it  lessen 
the  burden  of  taxpayers  upon  whom  the  criminal  class  rest  as  a  life 
long  burden.  Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  have  been  faithful  in  training 
their  pupils  to  the  best  habits  of  conduct  and  study.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  Our  girls  and  boys  should  not  be  instructed  in  book  lore 
alone,  but  their  desires  should  be  awakened  to  aspire  to  noble  man 
and  womanhood. 

Local  institutes  were  more  generally  held  the  past  year  than  ever 
before.  The  evening  sessions  especially  were  attended  by  crowded 
houses,  the  audiences  being  largely  composed  of  directors  and  school 
patrons.  These  large  assemblies  indicated  an  interest  in  school  work 
that  was  very  encouraging.  The  county  institute  was  a  pronounced 
success.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Clyde  Brown,  Athens,  Ohio;  Dr. 
Geo.  M.  Brown,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg, 
Pa.;  Dr.  Jos.  F.  Barton,  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Juniata 
College,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  Supt.  C.  E.  Kauffman,  Tyrone,  Pa. 
The  instruction  was  practical  and  of  such  a  nature  that  our  teachers 
could  readily  apply  it  in  their  school  work.  Many  valuable  sugges- 
tions were  given  by  our  teachers.  We  desire  to  express  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  hearty  and  generous  support  of  our  teachers  at  the  annual 
institutes  as  well  as  on  all  other  occasions. 

New  houses  were  built,  or  the  equivalent,  in  Antis,  Freedom,  Logan 
and  Snyder  townships  and  Newry  borough.  Logan  built  three 
houses,  two  of  which  are  brick  buildings  of  modern  design,  one  con- 
taining two  rooms  with  all  the  conveniences  that  can  be  afforded  in 
a  country  district.  The  other  houses  are  all  neat  frame  buildings  ex- 
cept the  house  built  in  Newry,  which  is  a  single  room  brick  annex  to 
the  former  house.  The  latter  house  is  a  neat  structure  and  supplies  a 
long  desired  want  in  the  Newry  schools.  We  desire  to  express  our 
gratitude  to  teachers,  patrons,  directors,  the  county  press  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  numerous  favors  and  courtesies 
extended 
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BRADFORD  COUNTY— Herbert  S.  Putnam. 


I  herewith  submit  my  annual  written  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  15,  1899. 

The  law  recently  enacted  making  the  minimum  school  term  seven 
months,  will  oblige  five  districts  in  Bradford  county  to  add  one  month 
to  their  school  term,  or  in  other  words,  to  have  one  month  more  school 
this  coming  year  than  they  had  last  year.  These  five  districts  had 
thirty-two  schools  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty  pupils  last  year,  and 
were  the  only  ones  that  did  not  have  their  schools  open  at  least  seven 
months. 

The  average  term  for  the  whole  county  by  districts  is  about  seven 
and  one-half  months.  The  year  before  it  was  seven  and  one-fifth 
months.  If  the  average  were  made  by  schools  or  pupils,  instead  of 
districts,  it  would  be  much  greater,  as  the  districts  having  the  great- 
est number  of  schools  and  pupils  have  the  longest  term.  That  a 
wrong  impression  may  be  given  by  this  method  of  obtaining  the  aver- 
age amount  of  school  for  the  pupils  of  the  county  can  be  readily  under- 
stood from  the  following  illustration:  Carbon  Run,  Ind.  district  last 
vear  had  six  months  school,  and  an  enrollment  of  twenty-four  pupils. 
Sayre  borough  had  nine  months  school,  and  an  enrollment  of  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven.  The  average  amount  of 
school  in  these  two  districts  was  seven  and  one-half  months,  but  the 
average  number  of  months  the  pupils  in  these  districts  had  was  eight 
and  nine-tenths  months.  The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  in  this  county 
last  year  was  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  which  is 
several  hundred  less  than  the  year  before. 

Of  this  number  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  a  nine  months'  term.  Two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  had  an  opportunity  to  attend  school  eight 
months,  eighty-six  had  seven  and  one-half  months,  six  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  were  restricted  to  seven  months,  and  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  had  only  six  months,  or  reporting  by  districts, 
seven  districts  had  nine  months,  sixteen  had  eight  months,  one  had 
seven  and  one-half  months,  twenty-nine  had  seven  months,  and  five 
had  six  months. 

The  new  plan  of  distributing  the  State  appropriation  has  increased 
the  amount  for  Bradford  county  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
when  we  consider  the  fact,  that  the  boroughs  receive  less  under  the 
present  distribution,  than  they  received  under  the  old  plan,  it  will  be 
readily  seen,  that  the  rural  districts  received  a  great  deal  more  aid 
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from  the  State,  than  in  former  years,  and  there  should  have  been  a 
corresponding  increase  of  school  term,  and  teachers'  salaries. 

Some  excuse  is  had  for  directors  who  did  not  make  this  necessary 
improvement,  from  the  fact,  that  they  were  in  ignorance  of  this  in- 
crease in  the  appropriation,  and  made  their  estimates  on  the  supposi- 
tion, that  the  amount  of  money  at  their  disposal  would  be  the  same  as 
it  had  been  before. 

Nineteen  districts  increased  their  school  term;  twenty-five  increased 
the  salaries  paid  to  teachers;  three  decreased  their  school  term;  and 
seventeen  paid  a  less  amount  for  teachers'  wages.  Some  allowance 
needs  to  be  made  from  these  figures,  from  the  fact,  that  a  number  of 
districts,  which  paid  a  less  amount  to  their  teachers  were  boroughs 
and  districts  in  which,  there  had  been  a  change  of  teachers,  and  the 
new  ones  received  less  than  their  predecessors  from  the  fact,  that  it 
was  their  first  year  in  these  schools,  while  those  retained  suffered  no 
reduction  in  salary.  In  twenty-two  districts  the  appropriation  from 
the  State  was  greater  than  the  amount  levied  for  school  purposes. 
Taking  into  consideration  that  the  amount  levied  in  most  cases  is 
much  larger  than  the  amount  of  tax  collected  due  to  exonerations  and 
abatements  a  still  larger  number  will  be  found  who  received  more 
money  from  the  State,  than  they  raised  by  taxation.  Of  these  dis- 
tricts whose  schools  were  more  than  half  supported  by  the  State,  ten 
had  terms  of  eight  months,  and  paid  an  average  of  about  twenty-six 
dollars;  ten  had  seven  months  school,  and  paid  an  average  salary  of 
about  twenty-two  and  one-half  dollars,  and  the  remaining  two  had  a 
school  term  of  six  months,  and  paid  their  teachers  twenty-two  dollars 
per  month. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  whole  county  for  last  year  was 
eighty-two  per  cent.,  while  the  year  before  it  was  eighty-four  per  cent. 
This  decrease  in  attendance,  I  think  perhaps  can  be  accounted  for  by 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  during  a  good  part  of  the  winter  season. 
In  twenty-three  districts  there  was  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
attendance. 

A  general  improvement  has  been  noted  by  comparison  of  the  sta- 
tistical reports  in  school  houses,  school  rooms,  houses  with  suitable 
furniture,  number  of  graded  schools,  kinds  of  certificates  held  by 
teachers,  and  in  tbe  number  of  teachers,  who  have  had  professional 
training.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  normal  and  college 
graduates  employed  as  teachers.  The  average  age  of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed last  year  was  twenty-five  years,  while  the  average  for  the  pre- 
ceding year  was  twenty-four  years.  Twenty-eight  public  examinations 
were  held,  four  hundred  and  forty-five  provisional  certificates  were 
granted,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy  applicants  were  rejected.  Sev- 
enty-six teachers  were  employed  who  had  no  previous  experience, 
while  the  proceeding  year  ninety  teachers  were  beginners.     Five  hun- 
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dred  and  two  teachers  were  employed.  Of  this  number,  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  held  provisional  certificates,  forty-three  profes- 
sional, twenty-six  permanent,  fifty  were  normal  graduates,  twenty  had 
attended  a  normal  school,  but  did  not  graduate,  sixty-two  were  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  ten  were  graduates  of  colleges. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  have  the  districts  employ  the  best 
teachers.  The  practice  which  is  almost  universal  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts of  placing  the  responsibility  for  the  selection  of  teachers  upon 
individual  members,  instead  of  the  whole  board  as  a  unit,  is  responsi- 
ble for  many  of  the  poor  selections  or  appointments  made.  In  some 
cases,  a  person  who  first  applies  for  the  school  is  considered  the  one 
most  entitled  to  it,  and  it  is  not  a  rare  thing  for  patrons  of  a  district 
to  circulate  petitions  for  the  retention  of  the  old  teacher,  because  the 
school  director  had  promised  the  school  to  some  friend,  who  had  no 
experience.  Directors  seem  to  prefer  this  manner  of  selecting 
teachers,  but  if  the  candidates  were  required  to  file  their  applications 
with  the  secretary,  and  these  were  all  considered  at  one  time  by  the 
whole  board,  and  appointments  were  made,  according  to  the  best 
judgment  of  all,  on  the  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
number,  the  schools  would  be  much  better  managed,  than  they  are 
under  the  present  plan. 

The  more  authority  the  school  board  assumes,  the  more  lawabiding 
will  the  patrons  and  pupils  be,  so  far  as  the  discipline  and  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  are  concerned.  As  long  as  most  teachers  fail  on 
account  of  their  inability  to  govern  their  school  less  premium  will  be 
placed  on  scholarship  and  professional  training,  and  if  the  teacher 
feels  that  she  has  back  of  her,  a  strong,  well  organized  board  of  di- 
rectors, who  will  support  her,  in  her  efforts  to  govern  and  maintain 
order  in  the  school,  and  on  the  school  grounds,  much  more  success  will 
follow  her  endeavors. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers  Institute  was  held  in  Towanda, 
the  week  beginning  October  10.  There  were  enrolled  about  five  hun- 
dred teachers,  and  there  were  many  citizens  present  at  all  of  the  ses- 
sions. The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brum- 
baugh, Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Dr.  Bryon  W.  King,  Dr. 
A.  E.  Winship,  Prof.  W.  A.  Stocking,  Prof.  H.  E.  Coggswell,  Miss 
Margaret  McCloskey,  Prin.  W.  S.  Murray  and  Prin.  F.  W.  Bobbins. 

Great  interest  was  manifest  in  the  subjects  presented,  and  the 
character  of  the  work.  The  evening  lectures  and  subjects  were  as  fol- 
lows: "The  Teche  Country,"  Dr.  M.  G.  Brubaugh;  "The  Empire  of  the 
Czar,"  Rev.Bobert  Stuart  MacArthur;"The  Struggle  for  a  Continent," 
Hon.  John  Stewart;  Miscellaneous  Recitals,  Dr.  Byron  W.  King.  The 
institute  closed  with  a  concert  on  Friday  evening  by  Slayton's  Jubilee  . 
Singers. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year,  and  were  uniformly 
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well  attended,  and  much  good  accomplished  in  stimulating  the  pro- 
fessional zeal  on  the  part  of  teachers,  and  arousing  school  sentiment 
on  the  part  of  the  directors  and  patrons.  Three  sessions  of  the  Brad- 
ford County  Teachers'  Association  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  provide  the  ungraded  schools 
with  a  uniform  course  of  study. 

Not  much  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  establishing  school  libraries, 
but  the  schools  are  being  supplied  with  more  books  for  supplementary 
reading,  and  we  hope  in  due  time  to  accomplish  much  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

I  am  not  proud  of  the  fact  that  there  are  sixty-three  counties  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  pay  their  lady  teachers  better  salaries  than 
Bradford.  This  is  not  true  of  the  boroughs  and  graded  schools.  The 
average  is  brought  down  by  the  rural  districts,  some  of  which  have 
few  schools,  a  small  number  of  pupils,  and  pay  very  low  taxes  for 
school  purposes. 

I  believe  that  next  year's  report  will  show  a  decided  improvement 
in  teachers  wages,  as  considerable  trouble  has  already  been  experi- 
enced by  directors  in  districts,  where  the  lowest  salaries  are  paid  to 
get  suitable  teachers,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  many  of  their  selections 
are  unable  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination. 

The  directors  of  Wyalusing  township  have  signified  their  intention 
of  raising  their  teachers  salaries,  and  from  present  indications  will 
enjoy  the  distinction  of  paying  the  highest  wages  in  the  county  next 
year,  to  teachers  of  rural  schools.  Well  qualified  teachers  could  do 
much  for  themselves,  if  they  would  insist  on  proper  remuneration  for 
their  services  and  refuse  to  teach  in  districts,  that  will  not  give  proper 
compensation  for  their  labors. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— Wm.  H.  Blotter. 


The  statistical  table  submitted  with  this  report  indicates  a  healthy 
condition  of  the  schools  of  the  county.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  schools  cannot  be  attributed  to  a  larger  total  enrollment,  since  the 
aggregate  attendance  was  slightly  less  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  but  it  may  be  ascribed  to  an  effort,  on  the  part  of  the  directors, 
to  improve  the  educational  facilities  in  their  respective  districts.  In 
communities  remote  from  centres  of  population,  there  are  schools 
with  so  few  children  that  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  the  degree  of  in- 
terest necessary  to  do  good  work.  If  a  few  of  these  small  schools 
were  combined,  better  results  would  be  secured. 
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In  each  of  two  townships,  a  central  school  with  "a  two  years'  high 
school  course  of  study"  was  established.  In  one  of  these  districts 
this  was  accomplished  by  combining  a  few  schools,  but  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  attendance,  due  to  the  better  opportunities  afforded  by 
the  change,  will  necessitate  an  additional  room  at  the  beginning 
of  the  coming  term.  In  another  township,  the  opening  of  a  school  of 
corresponding  grade  last  year,  by  a  similar  combination,  produced  a 
like  effect.  All  the  township  high  schools  or  central  schools,  were 
well  attended,  and  the  commendable  work  they  did  is  amply  worth  all 
they  cost.  They  benefit  not  only  the  favored  few  who  can  well  af- 
ford to  attend  some  other  institution  of  learning,  but  also  that  larger 
class  who  can  not  go  away  to  school  because  of  the  expense  it  would 
incur.  Again  a  number  of  this  latter  class,  with  the  aid  of  the  few 
years  of  study  at  home,  find  ways  and  means  to  continue  their  work 
elsewhere.  It  gives  the  township  schools  closer  supervision.  It  les- 
sens the  number  of  grades  in  the  outlying  schools  and  permits  of  a 
better  division  of  the  teacher's  time  and  labor.  In  this  way  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  higher  grade  school  extend  to  all  sections  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Sixty  per  cent.  (60  per  cent.)  of  the  schools  of  the  county  began  the 
work  of  the  term  with  the  same  teachers  they  had  the  preceding  year. 
Twenty-five  per  cent.  (25  per  cent.)  of  the  teachers  who  did  not  return 
to  their  former  schools  found  better  paying  positions,  while  seventeen 
per  cent  (17  per  cent.)  of  them  left  to  attend  school.  Nearly  thirteen 
per  cent.  (13  per  cent.)  of  the  teaching  force  had  no  previous  experi- 
ence, while  forty-four  per  cent.  (44  per  cent.)  had  previously  taught 
five  or  more  years.  Forty-nine  per  cent.  (49  per  cent.)  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  term  were  normal  school  graduates,  four  per 
cent.  (4  per  cent.)  held  permanent  certificates,  twenty  per  cent.  (20 
per  cent.)  professional  certificates,  and  the  remaining  twenty-seven 
per  cent.  (27  per  cent.)  held  provisional  certificates.  The  foregoing 
facts  indicate  a  growing  tendency  in  favor  of  less  frequent  changes 
in  the  teaching  force,  and  a  marked  advance  in  the  qualifications  of 
the  teachers  as  a  class.  Many  of  them  are  close  students,  pursuing 
one  or  more  special  branches  of  study  in  addition  to  doing  much  gen- 
eral reading. 

The  graded  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  in  all  but  three  town- 
ships. Thirty-three  days  were  devoted  to  the  examination  of  pupils 
in  schools  which  have  a  graded  course  of  study.  The  commencement 
exercises  continue  to  draw  large  audiences,  and  public  interest  in  the 
schools  is  quickened  by  them. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held,  all 

of  which  were  laregly  attended.     Parents,  directors  and  teachers 

presented  papers  and  participated  in  the  discussions.     Among  the 

most  successful  parents'  meeting  were  those  of  New  Hope  borough. 
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The  monthly  teachers'  meeting,  the  district,  and  local  institutes  did 
good  work.  The  success  of  the  meetings  of  these  organizations  was 
due  to  the  earnest,  well  directed  efforts  of  the  teachers,  the  cordial 
support  of  the  directors  and  the  people  of  the  communities  in  which 
they  were  held.  The  county  institute  owed  its  excellence  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  instruction,  the  apt  and  pleasing  manner  in  which  it  was 
imparted,  the  personality  of  the  instructors,  the  intelligent  interest 
of  the  teachers  and  the  general  audiences.  The  session  was  both 
pleasant  and  profitable. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  directors  at  their  semi-annual  meeting, 
held  in  connection  with  the  county  institute,  centered  on  the  school 
library  and  the  importance  of  the  study  of  the  English  classics.  The 
former  subject  was  ably  presented  in  a  paper  by  William  Wynkoop, 
of  Newtown,  and  the  latter  by  A.  H.  Kittleman,  Esq.,  of  Quakertown. 
A  strong  plea  in  favor  of  lengthening  the  minimum  school  term  was 
made  in  a  well  prepared  paper  by  J.  Frank  Affierbach,  of  Haycock. 
The  address  of  the  President,  John  K.  Wildman,  Bristol,  on  "The 
Spirit  of  Progress  in  the  Public  Schools,"  was  an  excellent  presenta- 
tion of  the  subject.  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  East  Stroudsburg,  and  Dr.  A. 
E.  Winship,  Boston,  addressed  the  audience  of  the  joint  session  of  the 
association  of  the  institute.  At  the  annual  session  of  the  association 
held  May  2,  after  the  triennial  convention  adjourned  attention  was 
mainly  given  to  the  discussion  of  "True  Economy  in  the  Management 
of  the  School."  The  erection  of  buildings,  caring  for  them,  the  light- 
ing, heating  and  ventilation  of  school  rooms,  improving  the  school 
grounds,  making  them  healthful  and  beautiful,  and  the  selection  of 
teachers,  and  their  salaries,  were  some  of  the  topics  that  elicited 
general  discussion. 

School  libraries  continue  to  receive  attention.  New  ones  were 
formed,  and  more  volumes  purchased  by  those  established  before. 
Almost  every  school  above  the  primary,  has  an  unabridged  dictionary. 
A  number  of  districts  supplied  their  schools  with  encyclopedias. 

While  the  number  of  school  savings  banks  in  the  county  has  not  in- 
creased, the  deposits  indicate  continued  interest  in  the  districts  where 
they  are  in  operation.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  system  has  not 
been  more  generally  adopted  by  the  authorities  in  the  several  school 
districts.  The  children  need  lessons  of  thrift  and  economy.  They 
need  to  be  trained  to  earn,  to  save,  to  give  and  spend  judiciously. 
Our  country  possesses  almost  unlimited  resources  and  every  child 
should  be  so  trained  that  he  may  obtain  honestly,  and  use  worthily,  a 
proper  share  of  it. 

The  houses  erected  during  the  year  are  neat,  substantial  buildings. 
Two  of  them  were  designed  by  a  competent  architect.  The  one  at  Sel- 
lersville  containing  two  rooms  was  joined  to  the  main  building,  which 
was  remodeled.     The  interior  appointments,  halls,  stairways,  cloak- 
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rooms,  bookrooms,  system  of  heating  and  ventilation,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  modern  ideas  of  school  architecture  and  school  equipments. 
The  one  in  Bedminster  is  well  planned  and  neatly  finished,  so  are  those 
in  Springfield,  and  the  one  in  East  Rockhill,  but  all  them  lack  special 
provision  for  heating  and  ventilation.  Every  school  building  in  the 
country  districts  should  have  toilet  rooms  and  lunch  rooms  separate 
from  the  cloak  rooms. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  promising.  The  hearty  co-oper- 
ation of  the  directors,  the  loyalty  of  the  teachers,  and  the  cordial  re- 
ception and  interest  of  the  people,  lightened  the  burden  of  the  work 
and  made  it  pleasant.  The  county  papers  too  deserve  credit  for  what 
they  did  for  the  schools.  In  conclusion,  I  thank  all  who  have  in  any 
way  added  to  the  educational  interest  of  the  county. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— S.  L.  Cheeseman. 


While  the  year  just  closed  has  not  been  characterized  by  any 
marked  changes  in  the  methods  employed  in  the  work  of  the  schools, 
or  in  the  policy  of  the  management,  and  has  not  witnessed  anything 
startling  in  the  way  of  results,  it  has  been  a  year  of  honest,  faithful 
work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  that  has  produced  excellent  results. 

More  than  two  hundred  pupils  passed  the  examination  for  gradua- 
tion from  the  schools  of  the  county  as  given  by  the  county  superinten- 
dent. Have  these  pupils  who  leave  our  public  schools  an  education 
sufficient  to  fit  them  for  the  varied  duties  of  life?  If  not,  nothing  re- 
mains for  them  to  do  but  to  seek  such  education  by  attendance  upon 
academies,  normal  schools,  etc.,  which  means  not  only,  expense  but 
removing  from  home  influences  of  boys  and  girls  at  a  critical  time  of 
life.  Thus  it  seems  to  me  that  one  great  need,  or  I  might  say  the  great 
need  of  our  rural  districts,  is  better  educational  advantages  for  the 
more  advanced  pupils.  Township  high  schools  would  meet  this  want, 
and  I  hope  the  time  may  speedily  come  when  such  a  school  shall  be 
found  in  every  township. 

A  new  school  house  was  built  in  Washington  township,  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent building  and  has  been  well  equipped  with  modern  furniture. 
A  large  number  of  school  rooms  have  been  repaired  through  the 
county  during  the  past  year.  A  great  many  were  furnished  with 
bells,  large  fine  bells,  some  weighing  600  pounds.  The  money  for  the 
bells  was  raised  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools.  In  a  few  instances  the 
money  was  used  in  purchasing  a  library  for  the  district. 
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Nearly  all  the  school  rooms  of  the  county  are  furnished  with  good 
furniture,  many  of  them  with  maps  and  globes. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Butler,  August  29  to  September  3. 
The  weather  was  extremly  hot  which  interferred  with  the  comfort 
of  the  instructors  and  teachers,  nevertheless  the  interest  manifested 
by  the  teachers  was  strong. 

The  instructors  were  Supt.  Henry  Houck,  Prof.  Chas.  Albert,  of 
Bloomsburg  Normal;  Prof.  Little,  of  Washington,  D.  C;  Mrs.  Anna 
E.  Boole. 

Prof.  Gibson,  superintendent  Cambria  county,  was  instructor  in 
music. 

The  evening  lecturers  were  Little,  Albert,  George  W.  Bain  and 
Houck. 

The  directors  convention  was  held  during  Wednesday  afternoon  and 
was  largely  attended. 

Through  the  year  teachers'  local  institutes  were  held  in  all  parts  of 
the  county  and  much  good  I  trust  was  thereby  accomplished. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— T.  L.  Gibson. 


During  the  school  year  which  closed  with  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  1899,  there  was  no  marked  change  iu  the  conditions  of  the 
schools  from  that  of  the  preceding  years  of  my  term  of  office,  yet  a 
wholesome  educational  spirit  and  steady  professional  growth  were 
evident. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  salaries  of  teachers,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  there  will  be  no  decrease  in  salaries  this 
year  because  of  the  additional  month  the  schools  are  required  to  be 
kept  open.  School  property  continues  to  be  improved.  Several 
school  houses  which  have  not  been  painted  for  fifteen  years  or  more, 
have  been  brightened  and  made  more  durable  both  inside  and  out  by  a 
coat  of  paint.  A  fine  new  school  building  was  opened  in  Carrolltown 
for  use.  Two  good  houses  were  built  in  Richland  township.  In 
Blacklick  township  a  good  one-room  building  was  erected.  A  new 
house  was  built  in  Carroll  township,  and  several  of  the  old  ones  re- 
ceived much  needed  improvements.  Cresson  township  erected  two 
good  houses.  Reade  township  used  for  the  first  term  the  new  Town- 
ship high  school  building,  of  which  the  district  has  reason  to  be  proud. 
In  Patton  two  good  rooms  and  an  assembly  hall  were  added  to  the 
substantial  brick  building  of  that  rapidly-growing  borough.     The 
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grounds  around  the  beautiful  brick  building  in  Ebensburg  were 
graded  and  sodded. 

Although  the  course  of  study  has  been  in  use  in  the  schools  of  Cam- 
bria county  for  eight  or  ten  years,  yet  in  some  of  the  districts  the 
teachers  fail  to  understand  its  appliacation  and  its  relation  to  the  fu- 
ture good  of  our  rural  schools.  This  is  one  of  the  books  which  should 
receive  the  constant  and  careful  attention  and  thought  of  our 
teachers. 

There  were  in  the  county  this  year  ten  local  normal  schools  giving 
instruction  to  about  320  young  people.  That  the  work  of  these 
schools  is  having  an  influence  with  the  general  body  of  teachers  is 
realized  when  it  is  known  that  nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  all  the  county 
teachers  this  year  have,  since  leaving  the  public  schools,  attended  no 
other  schools  except  the  local  normals  at  different  places  throughout 
the  county.  Thorough  instruction,  as  a  rule,  is  given  in  the  common 
branches,  but  a  woeful  lack  in  general  culture  and  information  is 
evident  in  many  of  the  applicants  from  these  schools  for  teachers' 
certificates.  The  principals  would  do  well  to  lengthen  the  terms  in 
these  schools,  and  then  insist  on  a  broader  culture  and  more  general 
reading  on  the  part  of  their  pupils. 

While  the  school  directors  are  becoming  more  careful  in  their  deal- 
ings with  the  unscrupulous  book  and  block  agent,  in  a  few  districts 
too  much  money  was  paid  for  cheap  encyclopedias  and  impracticable 
supplementary  reading  matter.  It  is  important  that  our  schools  be 
properly  supplied  with  these  helps  for  the  teachers,  but  the  practical 
use  which  may  be  made  of  this  material,  and  its  reasonable  cost, 
should  guide  the  directors  in  determining  whether  to  purchase  it  or 
not. 

In  more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  all  the  districts  the  attendance  is 
reported  as  becoming  better,  which  is  partly  due  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  compulsory  law,  and  no  doubt  due  in  part,  also,  to  an  increased 
interest  in  general  education.  The  compulsory  law  was  not  as  strictly 
enforced  in  some  districts  as  it  might  have  been,  yet  in  general,  the 
directors  and  teachers  have  made  an  earnest  effort  to  comply  with  the 
law. 

During  the  three  years  of  my  term  it  has  been  my  earnest  effort  to 
raise  the  standard,  both  for  graduation  in  the  common  schools  and  for 
teachers'  provisional  certificates.  A  gradual  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  provisional  certificates  issued  each  year  indicates  that,  in  this 
direction,  there  have  been  desirable  results,  to  some  extent  at  least. 

The  county  institute  held  during  Thanksgiving  week  was  up  to  the 
usual  standard  of  efficiency.  The  institute  was  again  divided  into 
grades,  the  teachers  of  each  grade  receiving  instruction  adapted  to 
their  work  in  the  schools.  Instruction  in  physical  culture — a  much 
needed  line— was  given  during  the  different  sessions. 
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The  question  as  to  how  many  of  the  school  districts  raise  more 
money  by  local  taxation  than  the  amount  of  State  appropriation  they 
receive  each  year  has  led  me  to  prepare  the  following  facts,  based  on 
the  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  the  State  appropriation  received  last 
year:  Of  the  fifty-four  districts,  two  raised  from  two  and  one-half  to 
three  times  as  much  by  local  taxation  as  they  received  from  the  State. 
Eight  districts,  from  one  and  one-fourth  to  two  times  as  much.  Eigh- 
teen districts  from  fifty  to  eighty  per  cent  more.  Ten  districts  from 
twenty  to  fifty  per  cent  more.  While  eleven  districts,  or  nearly 
twenty  per  cent.,  of  all,  raised  less  tax  than  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tion they  received,  varying  from  five  to  sixty  per  cent.  While  it 
would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  these  districts  are  the  ones  paying 
the  lowest  wages  in  the  county,  and  having  school  houses  most 
poorly  equipped,  in  justice  to  them,  it  can  be  said  that  neither  supposi- 
tion is  true.  The  very  marked  increase  to  some  of  these  districts  in 
the  amount  of  State  appropriation  recived  last  year  as  a  result  of  the 
change  in  the  method  of  distributing  the  appropriation,  and  the  large 
tax  on  unseated  land  going  to  certain  of  these  districts  explains  this 
seeming  inconsistency. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  say  that  I  sincerely  appreciate  the  cordial 
support  received  from  all  sources  during  my  first  term  of  office,  and 
the  confidence  placed  in  me  by  being  again  instructed  with  the  super- 
vision of  the  common  schoolsof  this  progressive  and  rapidly-developing 
county.  For  the  present  term  I  ask  only  the  same  loyal  support  that 
was  rendered  me  in  the  past,  and  hope  that  we  all  working  together 
may  be  able  to  bring  our  public  schools  to  still  higher  degrees  of  suc- 
fulness. 


CAMEKON  COUNTY—  Mattie  M.  Collins. 


Although  there  has  been  no  radical  change  in  methods  or  manage- 
ment of  our  schools  there  seems  to  be  a  steady  advancement  for  the 
better  along  the  whole  line,  and  the  schools  as  a  whole  are  in  a  pros- 
perous condition. 

Our  teachers  are  making  a  greater  effort  to  prepare  themselves  for 
their  work.  Many  having  expressed  a  desire  to  attend  some  school 
during  their  vacation  to  take  a  special  line  of  work. 

I  have  visited  every  school  three  times  with  two  exceptions,  and 
many  four  and  five  times.  I  find  that  I  can  accomplish  greater  good 
by  not  making  so  many  visits,  and  making  my  visits  longer,  especially 
with  inexperienced  teachers. 
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The  Independent  district  increased  the  school  term  one  month. 
Gibson  township  raised  the  salary  from  twenty-five  dollars  to  twenty- 
nine  dollars.  There  has  also  been  a  slight  increase  in  salary  in  Grove 
township  and  in  the  Independent  district. 

The  annual  teachers  institute  was  held  in  Driftwood,  and  was  con- 
sidered a  success  in  every  particular.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  se- 
lecting our  talent.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  State  Col- 
lege; Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Bucknell  University;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Ada, 
Ohio;  Prof.  H.  F.  Stauffer,  principal  of  Emporium  schools;  Prof.  O. 
D.  Owen,  New  York  city  and  Miss  Katherine  Sweet,  Canton,  Pa. 
The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows :  Monday  Dr.  Lincoln  Hul- 
ley, Lewisburg,  Pa.,  subject  "Kiley  the  Poet;''  Tuesday,  Prof.  John  B. 
DeMotte,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.,  subject  "The  Harp  of  the  Senses,  or  the 
Secret  of  Character  Building;-'  Wednesday,  "The  Slayton  Jubilee  Sin- 
gers;" Thursday,  Dr.  A.  W.  Lamar,  subject  "Dixie  Before  and  During 
the  War." 

The  county  was  divided  into  four  local  institute  districts,  and  a 
very  successful  local  institute  was  held  in  each  district.  The  meet- 
ings are  growing  in  favor,  and  are  one  of  the  strong  factors  in  the 
advancement  of  the  schools,  and  the  culture  of  the  teachers,,  A 
record  of  the  attendance  of  the  teachers  was  kept.  We  find  that 
many  of  our  teachers  attended  every  meeting  in  the  county  while  we 
regret  to  say  that  a  few  did  not  attend  any. 

The  plan  of  recommending  and  adopting  a  course  of  study  for  the 
teachers  has  proven  beneficial,  and  was  carried  out.  The  following 
works  were  adopted:  Boark's  Psychology,  Brander  Matthews  Ameri- 
can Literature  and  Educational  Foundations.  We  are  sorry  to  say 
that  only  forty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  read  the  course  selected  by 
the  committee. 

Our  school  property  is  being  improved  each  year.  Directors  are 
to  be  commended  for  the  interest  they  have  been  showing  in  this  re- 
spect. There  are  a  few  school  houses  however  that  have  not  sufficient 
blackboard  surface. 

Mr.  Josiah  Howard,  of  the  C.  B.  Howard  Lumber  Company,  of  Em- 
porium, deserves  a  passing  notice  for  his  progressive  educational 
spirit.  At  the  close  of  the  school  term  he  sent  Principal  Stauffer  and 
two  other  citizens  of  the  borough  to  western  towns  to  study  kinter- 
garten  systems  and  inspect  model  factories,  thus  hoping  that  good 
might  come  to  his  own  town  through  the  ideas  thus  gained.  This  is 
but  one  of  his  generous  gifts  to  public  education. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  several 
members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  information  and 
aid  during  the  past  year,  and  to  the  press,  teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  in  the 
performance  of  my  official  duties. 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


CARBON  COUNTY— A:  S.  Beisel. 


Another  year  has  run  its  course  and  duty  demands  that  we  accom- 
modate ourselves  to  custom  and  write  a  report  of  the  schools  for  the 
year  just  closed.  When  we  say  that  the  schools  have  done  better 
work  this  year  than  last  year,  we  are  stating  a  fact  which  every  rea- 
sonable person  expects,  for  every  succeeding  year  should  find  us 
farther  advanced  than  what  we  were  the  preceding  year.  As  long  as 
teachers  have  not  crossed  the  "Dead  Line"  there  is  progress,  for  the 
previous  year's  experiences  will  afford  a  stock  of  knowledge  to  be- 
gin well  the  following  year.  The  progress  of  the  schools  is  hindered 
not  a  little  by  the  directors  failing  to  supply  such  apparatus  and  ma- 
terial as  are  necessary  to  teach  the  branches  adopted  by  them,  and  re- 
quired by  the  law.  Some  school  boards  are  not  as  careful  in  the  adop- 
tion of  text  books  as  they  should  be.  Very  few  of  the  members  have 
taught  school,  so  as  a  rule,  they  are  not  able  to  judge  books  and  adopt 
solely  on  merit ;  but  it  is  often  the  case  that  the  agent  who  has  the  pull 
with  the  board  will  succeed  in  getting  his  books  adopted.  Therefore, 
the  teacher  is  deprived  of  the  best  helps,  simply  because  his  opinion 
is  ignored  by  the  board  when  the  selection  of  text  books  is  under  con- 
sideration. Another  hinderance  is  the  inferior  supplies  which  we 
have  in  some  schools.  The  directors  seem  to  be  very  economical  when 
they  order  supplies,  and  instead  of  ordering  the  best  without  regard 
to  price,  they  order  the  very  cheapest  and  the  schools  suffer.  In  some 
districts  the  books  and  supplies  are  ordered  about  the  first  week  of 
school,  and  the  teachers  and  pupils  are  in  school  a  whole  month  with 
apparently  nothing  to  do,  because  they  are  waiting  for  the  board  to 
supply  them  with  the  necessary  stationery,  etc.  I  find  it  a  difficult 
thing  to  make  out  a  correct  statistical  report  of  the  schools  of  the 
county.  The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  careless  in  making  out  their 
monthly  reports,  and  some  secretaries  do  not  know  how  to  correct 
them  and  those  that  do  know  will  not  take  time,  so  incorrect  statistics 
are  reported.  I  made  it  a  practice  to  look  over  the  report  in  every 
school  I  visited,  and  found  that  more  than  half  of  the  reports  were 
incorrect.  Some  teachers  acknowledged  that  they  did  not  fully  un- 
derstand the  directions,  while  others  said  they  followed  the  instruc- 
tions of  older  teachers.  I  made  a  special  effort,  and  I  believe  that  this 
year's  statistical  report  of  our  schools  is  correct.  The  teacher's  Insti- 
tute was  held  in  Mauch  Chunk  the  week  beginning  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber. The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Shaeffer,  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  Dr. 
Byron  W.  King,  Dr.  C.  H.  Albert,  Dr.  G.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  G.  B.  Hancher, 
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Dr.  C.  H.  Verrill,  Mrs.  King  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Ford.  Seeing  these  names 
is  evidence  of  a  successful  institute.  The  instructions  were  of  a  high 
order,  and  the  teachers,  in  consequence,  were  benefited.  The  evening 
lecturers  were  Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain,  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Wendling  and  Byron 
W.  King.  The  Mauch  Chunk  male  quartette  gave  an  entertainment 
on  Tuesday  evening  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  a  crowded  house. 
Where  this  quartette  is  known  they  always  have  large  audiences  "A 
prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  country"  surely  does  not 
apply  to  this  quartette,  for  in  their  home,  Mauch  Chunk,  the  people 
are  willing  to  pay  fifty  cents  to  enjoy  an  evening  of  excellent  song. 
We  exerted  ourselves  to  have  a  very  good  and  profitable  directors 
meeting,  but,  if  the  good  done  is  to  be  judged  by  the  number  of  direc- 
tors in  attendance,  we  fear  it  must  be  classed  a  failure.  I  have  con- 
cluded to  have  the  teachers  and  directors  meet  together  this  year,  may 
be  the  results  will  be  better.  The  next  institute  will  be  held  in  Le- 
highton.  The  teachers  decided  by  their  votes  to  change  places,  not 
because  there  is  any  reason  or  cause  to  leave  Mauch  Chunk.  We 
never  had  better  institutes  financially  and  otherwise  than  the  Mauch 
Chunk  institutes.  The  last  session  climaxed  all  the  sessions, 
and  we  know  that,  if  the  people  of  Lehighton  and  vicinity  want  to 
measure  up  to  it,  they  must  do  all  they  can  both  in  support  and  atten- 
dance. The  local  institutes  held  at  Parryville  and  Nesquehoning 
were  largely  attended.  Both  places  demonstrated  the  fact  that  they 
know  how  to  treat  an  institute  royally.  Free  dinners,  large  audiences 
were  some  of  the  good  features.  The  motion  songs  and  other  drills 
in  the  Parryville  institute  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Schrope  were 
exceptionally  fine.  No  better  were  witnessed  at  any  institute  in  the 
county  for  a  long  time.  Dr.  A.  R.  Home  lectured  at  the  Parryville 
institute  and  instructed  the  teachers  the  following  day.  Prof.  F.  H. 
Green  entertained  the  people  at  the  Nesquehoning  institute  with  one 
of  his  excellent  lectures  and  instructed  the  teachers  in  his  masterly 
way.  Of  the  212  teachers  in  the  county  we  generally  enroll  about 
half  that  number  at  every  local  institute.  As  long  as  this  spirit  pre- 
vails, there  are  signs  of  life  and  progress.  This  year  seems  to  have 
been  an  off  year  in  our  county  in  the  erection  of  new  school  houses. 
In  Upper  Towamensing  township  two  one-room  buildings  have  taken 
the  places  of  the  dilapidated  buildings  in  Kibler's  district,  and  in  the 
Lower  Pine  Run  district.  This  township  is  divided  into  eight  school 
districts,  and  all  but  one  have  new  school  houses.  The  lamentable 
circumstance  is,  that  the  new  school  houses  in  rural  districts  are  lit- 
tle improvement  on  the  old  houses  in  heating  and  ventilating.  The 
only  perceptible  difference  is  in  the  method  of  window  ventilation. 
In  the  old  houses,  books,  slates,  rules,  etc.,  were  used  to  keep  the  lower 
sash  raised,  while  in  the  new  houses  the  sash  are  balanced  by  weights. 
To  have  a  cellar  under  the  school  house  to  afford  a  proper  place  for 
the  heater  would  make  an  additional  expense  of  about  fifty  dollars, 
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this,  in  their  judgment,  is  a  sufficient  reason  to  build  the  present 
houses  the  old  way.  If  the  Hon.  Henry  Houck  and  Christopher  Col- 
umbus would  take  a  trip  over  the  country,  and  he  would,  as  Columbus, 
to  point  out  the  improvements  over  the  school  houses  of  his  day,  Col- 
umbus would  undoubtedly  reply  "These  are  built  exactly  the  same 
way  the  people  built  them  when  I  discovered  America."  I  am  glad  to 
report  that  all  our  high  schools  have  libraries.  They  should  grow 
faster  than  they  do,  but  every  thing  considered,  we  have  no  cause  for 
complaint.  Lansford  school  has  the  largest  library,  and  Mauch 
Chunk  leads  in  apparatus  and  specimens  of  art.  In  Lehighton  and 
Packerton  we  had  flag  raising  exercises,  I  never  saw  such  interest 
manifested  in  anything  the  schools  undertook  than  was  manifested  in 
these  exercises.  It  is  a  pity  that  such  enthusiasm  does  not  last  all  the 
year.  If  all  people  would  be  patriotic  all  the  time,  the  innocent  chil- 
dren would  have  greater  protection,  and  corruption  consequently 
would  have  less  hold.  The  school  boards  throughout  the  county  take 
the  increase  in  the  school  term  philosophically.  We  hear  little  criti- 
cism. A  very  commendable  feature  of  it  is,  that  I  will  name  them  in 
regular  order  beginning  with  the  district  which  receives  the  greatest 
amount  of  appropriation  for  the  least  amount  of  taxes :  East  Side  bor- 
ough, Lausanne  township,  Lehigh  township,  Beaver  Meadow  borough, 
East  Penn  township,  Lower  Towamensing  township,  Penn  Forest 
township  and  Upper  Towamensing.  This  proves  that  one-third  of  the 
districts  in  this  county  receive  more  State  appropriation  than  what 
they  raise  by  taxation  for  school  purposes.  By  examining  the  old  sta- 
tistics I  find  that  some  of  these  districts  raise  less  money  now  per 
school  for  a  seven  month's  term  than  what  they  did  twenty  years  ago 
for  a  six  month's  term.  The  new  plan  of  dividing  the  appropriation 
favors  the  rural  districts  and  cuts  the  cities  and  towns.  Classes  were 
graduated  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Weatherly,  Nesquehoning,  Lansford, 
Summit  Hill,  Lehighton  and  Franklin  Independent  district.  The  first 
mentioned  had  the  largest  class,  and  the  last  mentioned  had  the 
smallest  class.  Graduating  and  commencement  exercises  give  stimu- 
lant to  the  pupils  in  the  lower  grades.  Most  of  our  graduates  are  well 
prepared  to  face  the  realities  of  life,  and  generally  make  a  very  fair 
show  in  the  pursuits  of  the  future.  I  close  the  history  of  the  year  by 
extending  grateful  thanks  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  advancing  the 
schools  of  the  past  year. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramley. 


I  herewith  submit  my  seventh  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Cen- 
tre county.  We  are  only  repeating  history,  hence  we  will,  as  usual, 
use  the  stereotyped  expression,  "our  schools  have  made  commendable 


No.  5.  CENTRE  COUNTY.  27 

progress"  during  the  time  included  in  this  report.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  we  have  made  some  progress,  the  instruction  given  at  county  and 
district  institutes  inspires  and  edifies  our  teachers  who  bring  this 
stimulus  into  the  schools,  the  children  make  the  proper  influence  upon 
the  home,  and  society  reflects  a  corresponding  result. 

A  few  districts  are  suffering  for  want  of  good  schools,  because  salar- 
ies have  been  reduced,  and  in  consequence  good  teachers  are  driven 
away,  and  their  places  occupied — not  filled — by  novices  or  by  those 
whose  influences  elsewhere  for  good  is  reduced  to  the  vanishing  point. 
Thirteen  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  beginners,  twenty-seven  per 
cent,  had  the  benefit  of  normal  school  training,  while  thirty-eight 
per  cent,  held  certificates  above  the  provisional  grade,  among  which 
number  we  have  many  excellent  men  and  women,  yet  when  we  are  told 
that  thirty-eight  counties  in  the  State  pay  higher  monthly  wages  for 
female  teachers,  and  fifty-three  counties  pay  higher  monthly  wages 
for  male  teachers,  and  the  same  number  of  counties  exceed  us  in 
length  of  term,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe  that  many  of  our  efficient 
teachers  emigrate  for  better  compensation  and  longer  terms?  Com- 
mon sense  will  not  censure  them,  for  while  they  may  have  a  love  for 
the  work,  it  takes  money  to  supply  the  needs  of  wife  and  children. 
Speed  the  day  when  all  our  directors  will  realize  that  a  poor  teacher  is 
dear  at  any  price.  The  business  man  knows  that  he  must  pay  a  good 
price  if  he  desires  a  good  article. 

Some  of  our  districts  made  little  or  no  effort  to  enforce  the  compul- 
sory school  law,  and  about  one  hundred  children  of  school  age  were  re- 
ported "not  in  school."  The  tenure  of  office  for  teachers  is  tending  to 
a  degree  of  permanency.  We  have  teachers  who  taught  the  same 
schools  for  fifteen  years; -several  districts  have  made  very  few  changes 
in  this  respect  for  several  years.  As  a  rule,  the  districts  in  which 
teachers  are  changed  the  least,  have  the  best  schools. 

Benner  built  a  good  two-room,  two-story  frame  building,  and  Fer- 
guson and  Penn  each  erected  excellent  one-room  frame  structures. 
These  houses  are  all  well  supplied  with  slate  surface  and  good  furni- 
ture. Many  minor  improvements  were  made,  but  space  forbids  a  ref- 
erence to  them  in  detail. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  our  public  schools  was  10,313,  of 
whom  about  three  and  one-half  per  cent,  were  present  every  day. 
Twenty-six  public  examinations  of  teachers  were  held,  and  235  provi- 
sional and  eight  professional  certificates  were  granted.  Eighty  appli- 
cants were  rejected.  To  reject  an  applicant  is  a  very  unpleasant 
duty  to  perform,  but  the  welfare  of  the  schools  requires  the  apparent 
cruelty  at  times.  Every  school  was  visited  once,  a  number  twice,  and 
a  few  three  times,  making  in  all  346  visits. 

The  graded  course  of  study,  to  which  we  referred  in  last  year's  re- 
port has  been  tried  in  almost  all  our  rural  districts.     It  is  not  found 
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wanting.  Teachers  that  gave  us  good  work  in  former  years,  have, 
with  its  aid,  given  us  better  results  because  they  worked  along  de- 
finite lines,  pupils  had  an  object  in  view,  because  more  regular  in 
their  attendance,  and  applied  themselves  more  diligently.  This  im- 
provement was  not  manifest  everywhere,  however,  because  few  teach- 
ers— not  beginners — refused  to  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  regime. 
Forty-eight  pupils  completed  this  course  and  received  diplomas, 
while  last  year  thirty-five  succeeded  in  obtaining  these  honors. 

Our  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house,  Belle- 
fonte,  December  19-23,  1898.  It  met  all  expectations.  To  put  it 
mildly,  Centre  county  never  had  a  better  institute.  During  the  day 
instruction  was  given  by  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  Prof. 
W.  W.  Deitrich,  Superintendent  R.  M.  McNeal,  Miss  Lelia  Patridge 
and  Prof.  P.  H.  Meyer  as  musical  conductor.  Evening  lectures  were 
given  by  Hon  Wallace  Bruce,  Dr.  John  B.  DeMotte  and  Gen.  John  B. 
Gordon.  The  Directors'  Association  convened  on  Thursday  or  insti- 
tute week.  It  was  well  attended  and  a  number  of  school  questions 
properly  discussed.  At  three  o'clock  P.  M.  the  directors  met  in  joint 
session  with  the  teachers,  and  listened  to  an  excellent  address  by  Hon. 
John  Q.  Stewart  of  the  department.  As  usual,  the  indifferent  director 
Gordon.  The  Directors'  Association  convened  on  Thursday  of  insti- 
tute districts.  Inclement  weather  prevented  a  good  attendance  at 
several  places.  A  majority  of  the  teachers  were  active  and  gave  good 
service.  The  interest  manifested  by  parents  and  directors  shows  the 
benefits  of  these  meetings. 

The  question  of  proper  supervision  in  rural  districts  is  still  un- 
solved. It  is  evident  that  supervision  by  the  county  superintendent 
is  out  of  the  question  in  large  counties.  If  district  oversight  im- 
proves the  borough  and  city  schools,  why  not  apply  the  same  panacea 
to  the  rural  districts?  An  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough 
interfered  with  the  attendance  in  a  few  localities. 

A  number  of  schools  through  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils,  have 
started  school  libraries.  Several  schools  have  entertainments,  the 
proceeds  of  which  are  to  constitute  nucleuses  for  library  funds. 
Apart  from  the  money  consideration,  we  are  not  too  sanguine  that 
such  entertainment  are  productive  of  much  good,  for  in  their  wake 
frequently  follow  the  envy  and  selfishness  of  pupils,  and  the  loss  of 
influence  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Let  directors  be  generous  in  the 
interest  of  libraries,  and  questionable  methods  will  be  dispensed  with. 

The  township  high  school  question  is  somewhat  agitated  at  educa- 
tional meetings,  and  a  few  districts  are  devising  means  by  which  this 
want  can  be  supplied. 

We  regret  the  fact  that  not  the  entire  sum  appropriated  by  the 
Legislature  for  schools  did  receive  executive  sanction,  but  we  rejoice 
because  henceforth  seven  months  must  constitute  the  minimum  school 
term. 
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The  angel  of  death  has  been  no  respector  of  persons.  Two  faithful 
teachers,  J.  C.  Shaffer  and  Harry  Eckenroth  and  five  directors,  Dr.  E. 
J.  Burd  and  R.  J.  Haines,  of  Snow  Shoe;  and  H.  O.  Hoffer  and  J.  C. 
Braden,  of  Philipsburg,  and  G.  J.  Woodring,  of  Worth,  have  been  sum- 
moned to  answer  the  last  call. 

I  feel  grateful  to  all  who  contributed  to  the  educational  advance- 
ment of  the  county. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Bye. 


The  grading  of  schools  and  the  adoption  of  graded  courses  of  study 
have  been  greatly  extended  during  the  year  just  ended.  The  examin- 
ations sent  out  from  this  office  were  taken  in  forty-two  districts.  One 
hundred  and  sixty-one  pupils  passed  the  senior  examinations  and 
graduated,  and  two  hundred  and  thirteen  pupils  passed  the  junior 
work.  This  is  an  advance  from  twenty-two  districts  last  year,  grad- 
uating fifty-five  seniors  and  passing  one  hundred  and  thirty  juniors. 
Add  to  these  forty-two  districts  that  took  the  examinations  from  this 
office,  the  thirteen  districts,  chiefly  boroughs,  that  are  also  graded, 
but  whose  examinations  are  conducted  under  the  guidance  of  a  princi- 
pal, and  we  have  fifty-five  districts  working  under  a  graded  system. 
It  is  pertinent  to  note  here  that  these  fifty-five  districts  represent  three 
hundred  and  seventy  schools,  or  about  seven-eighths  of  the  schools  of 
the  county,  leaving  only  about  one-eighth  to  be  yet  induced  to  take 
up  the  graded  course.  A  comparative  study  of  the  reports  of  this 
work  gives  some  interesting  results,  a  few  of  which  I  shall  note  here. 

First.  The  proportion  of  pupils  that  remain  to  complete  the  course 
is  rapidly  increasing.  This  shows  the  power  of  the  graded  course  of 
study  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  pupils  longer  and  keep  them  longer  in 
school. 

Second.  There  is  a  decided  increase  in  the  proportion  of  those  pupils 
who,  after  the  completion  of  the  elementary  course,  elect  higher 
courses,  either  in  high  schools  or  other  institutions  of  academic  grade. 

Third.  The  character  of  the  papers  received  at  this  office  and  of  the 
work  done  in  the  schools  is  greatly  improved,  due  to  the  greater  ma- 
turity of  the  pupils  in  the  junior  and  senior  classes,  and  to  greater  in- 
terest and  zeal  in  their  work. 

The  high  school  movement  in  this  county  is  at  present  a  strong  one. 
The  latest  additions  to  the  ranks  of  those  who  are  doing  high  school 
work  are  Atglen,  Avondale,  Malvern,  East  Pikeland,  Tredyffrin,  West 
Vincent  and  Willistown.     About  one-third  of  the  districts  in  the 
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county  are  offering  to  their  pupils  facilities  for  high  school  work 
within  their  OAvn  borders,  while  as  many  more  offer  similar  oppor- 
tunities in  adjoining  townships  and  boroughs. 

The  idea  of  systematizing  the  work  of  the  high  schools  has  met  with 
much  favorable  comment  among  the  principals  of  the  county,  and  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Principals'  club  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  report  a  feasible  plan  for  unifying  the  entrance  require- 
ments of  this  class  of  schools  with  special  regard  to  their  articulation 
with  the  county  elementary  course,  in  order  that  pupils  may  pass  from 
the  elementary  grades  to  the  high  school  without  loss  of  time  or 
energy. 

The  condition  of  the  public  school  circulating  library  at  the  close 
of  the  year  just  passed  shows  a  healthy  condition  and  a  steady  growth. 
Its  books  circulated  in  seventeen  townships,  representing  sixty-eight 
schools.  The  total  number  of  books  in  hand  for  the  current  year  was 
four  hundred  and  ten,  making  an  average  allotment  of  six  books  per 
school.  The  number  read  in  each  school  depends  largely  upon  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  teacher  and  pupils  for  reading  and  upon  the  skill  of 
the  teacher  in  utilizing  the  books  in  broadening  her  school  work. 
One  school  whose  allotment  was  four  books  at  a  time,  read  thirty- 
seven  books  during  the  year,  and  there  are  many  that  read  five  or  six 
times  the  number  of  their  allotment. 

In  order  to  stimulate  the  pupils  to  read  gcod  books,  and  to  encour- 
age composition  that  hand-maiden  of  reading,  without  whose  presence 
much  of  that  which  is  read  is  lost,  the  management  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  year  conducted  an  exercise  along  these  lines.  Eight  prizes 
were  offered  for  the  best  reviews  of  books  read,  a  first  and  second 
prize  for  each  grade  of  the  school  course;  Primary,  intermediate, 
grammar  and  high  school.  Pupils  from  all  over  the  county  partici- 
pated in  the  contest,  and  a  great  variety  of  books  from  "Beauty  and 
the  Beast"  and  "The  Three  Little  Pigs"  by  the  seven  and  eight  year 
old  tots,  to  Dickens  and  Shakspeare  by  the  grammar  and  high  school 
people  were  thoroughly  and  entertainingly  reviewed.  Three  of  the 
county's  leading  educators  served  as  judges  and  they  speak  in  highest 
terms  of  the  excellence  of  the  work  submitted  to  them. 

In  the  belief  that  the  possibilities  of  the  annual  county  institute  had 
not  yet  been  fully  developed,  we  this  year  formulated  a  plan  designed 
to  make  this  organization  more  efficient.  Regular  courses  of  study 
were  laid  down  to  the  number  of  four,  two  along  professional  lines 
and  two  along  academic.  Four  of  the  institute  instructors  engaged 
were  specialists,  one  for  each  of  these  departments,  and  besides  carry- 
ing minor  courses  in  various  subjects,  each  gave  a  major  course  of 
lectures  on  the  special  line  for  which  he  was  chosen.  Each  instructor 
was  requested  to  select  a  text-book  bearing  on  his  subject,  that  the 
teachers  might  through  these  prepare  for  the  lectures  and  also  review 
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the  texts  in  the  light  of  the  institute  instruction.  The  Teachers'  Pro- 
fessional Society  took  up  the  work  at  this  point  and  by  carefully  pre- 
pared outlines  at  once  directed  the  study  of  the  teachers  and  examined 
them  on  the  work  of  the  institute  and  on  the  books  studied.  This 
procedure  has  given  most  excellent  results.  Teachers  everywhere 
speak  enthusiastically  of  the  benefits  of  the  last  institute,  both  in  the 
way  of  inspiration  and  of  help  in  the  actual  work  of  the  school  room. 

Honorable  mention  is  due  here  to  the  Chester  County  Teachers'  Pro- 
fessional Society  referred  to  above.  This  society  is  controlled  by  the 
Chester  County  Teachers'  Association  and  has  just  rounded  out  the 
third  year  of  its  existence.  From  a  following  of  about  fifty  teachers 
during  its  first  year,  it  has  grown  to  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six.  It  is  practically  a  correspondence  school  with  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  this  year  of  the  special  lectures  of  the  county  in- 
stitute, conducted  by  six  of  the  leading  educators  of  the  county. 
This  executive  board  grants  a  certificate  upon  the  satisfactory  com- 
pletion of  the  courses  taken.  This  organization  is  proven  exceed- 
ingly helpful  to  those  teachers  who  are  seeking  a  higher  grade  of  pro- 
fessional knowledge. 

Local  institutes  and  commencements  continue  to  grow  in  number 
and  popularity  with  every  school  year.  Institutes  to  the  number  of 
six  were  held  in  the  county  at  Atglen,  Honey  Brook,  Kimberton,  West 
Grove,  Guthrieville  and  Doe  Run.  The  papers  and  discussions  by  the 
teachers  were  all  excellent  and  many  were  exceptionally  good.  The 
work  of  the  pupils  was  of  a  high  order  and  deserved  the  praise  ac- 
corded it.  Too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  the  local  management 
of  these  conventions  for  the  able  manner  in  which  each  discharged 
its  portion  of  the  work  and  for  the  splendid  co-operation  given  this 
office.  The  citizens  of  each  section  in  which  these  metings  were  held 
gave  their  most  enthusiastic  and  loyal  support. 

The  Chester  County  Teachers'  Association  greatly  strengthened  its 
lines  during  the  past  year.  A  successful  public  meeting  was  held  at 
Phoenixville  in  December.  Many  others  are  likely  to  follow.  Full 
attendance  was  a  marked  feature  of  the  Principals'  Club  meetings  and 
much  practical  and  profitable  work  was  done.  These  auxiliary  or- 
ganizations contain  within  themselves  great  possibilities  in  the  way 
of  knitting  together  the  educational  forces  of  the  county,  of  unifying 
the  aims  of  those  who  are  leaders  in  school  work  in  the  different  sec- 
tions, and  of  shaping  the  course  of  study  sufficiently  broad  that  the 
pupils  who  complete  it  may  possess  data  whereby  they  can  recognize 
an  opportunity  when  they  see  it  and  have  that  interest  in  their  en- 
vironment that  will  enable  them  to  gather  from  everything  about 
them  the  elements  that  may  utilized  in  their  material  and  spiritual 
growth  and  success. 
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CLARION   COUNTY— W.   A.   Beer. 


Within  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  the  length  of  the  school  term 
has  been  increased  from  five  months  to  seven  months.  In  1874-75  the 
writer  taught  his  first  term  of  school  in  the  McKibben  school,  Perry 
township,  under  the  superintendency  of  J.  E.  Wood.  At  that  time 
the  township  had  but  four  months  of  school.  The  wages  paid  were 
from  $33  to  $38  per  month.  Some  other  districts  in  the  county  were 
paying  as  high  as  $48  and  $50  in  the  country  schools  and  as  high  as  $80 
for  graded  schools,  while  some  townships  paid  only  $20  per  month. 
The  increase  in  the  length  of  the  term  has  resulted  in  a  general  re- 
duction of  salaries,  but  there  have  been  special  cases  where  wages 
have  steadily  increased.  In  1875-76  many  of  the  districts  in  this 
county  divided  the  school  term,  keeping  the  schools  open  four  months 
in  the  winter  term  and  then  under  other  teachers  holding  a  two 
months  term  in  the  spring.  Some  of  the  districts  paid  as  low  as  $20 
for  the  winter  term  and  $12  for  the  spring  term.  This  condition  con- 
tinued till  the  present  State  Superintendent  took  the  position  that 
there  must  be  one  continuous  school  term  under  the  direction  of  the 
same  teacher  unless  the  teacher  should  be  changed  by  the  ordinary 
accidental  vacancy.  The  low  wages  continued  till  the  Legislature 
of  1891,  by  converting  the  sinking  fund  into  the  general  fund,  supplied 
the  means  to  increase  the  school  appropriation  to  $5,500,000.  Then 
the  more  progressive  directors,  assisted  by  the  county  superintendent, 
succeeded  in  bringing  about  a  general  advance  in  the  wages  of  the 
teachers.  Last  year  no  district  paid  less  than  $25  per  month,  and 
some  townships  paid  as  high  as  $37.50,  while  the  boroughs  ranged  in 
price  from  $35  per  month  to  $1,000  per  year,  this  last  salary  being  paid 
by  the  board  of  Clarion  borough  to  its  supervising  principal. 

My  judgment  is  that  the  purposes  of  the  Legislature  in  making  the 
increased  appropriation  have  not  been  fully  met  by  our  people.  The 
writer  was  engaged  in  newspaper  work  at  Harrisburg  when  the  law 
was  enacted  converting  the  sinking  fund  into  the  general  fund,  and 
when  the  appropriation  was  increased  to  five  and  a  half  millions.  It 
was  clearly  shown  while  on  its  passage  that  the  ends  sought  were: 

First.  Better  schools. 

Second.  Better  pay  for  the  school  teachers  and  officers. 

Third.  Lower  taxes. 

In  the  securing  of  better  schools,  better  facilities  were  necessary, 
so  it  was  argued  that  better  houses,  more  libraries  and  longer  terms 
of  school  would  be  secured.     Many  of  our  districts  at  once  improved 
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their  houses,  a  few  lengthened  the  term,  a  few  began  libraries,  almost 
all  increased  the  wages,  and  almost  every  one  decreased  the  amount  of 
money  raised  by  taxation. 

In  this  we  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  progressive  quarter  of  a 
century  just  closing,  and  as  the  writer  will  not  likely  serve  another 
term  in  this  office,  he  can  not  be  charged  with  mercenary  motives 
when  he  observes  that  it  is  grossly  unfair  to  the  superintendent  of  so 
large  a  field,  with  so  much  responsibility,  that  the  salary  of  the  said 
officer  should  be  kept  at  $1,200.  It  ought  to  be  made  f  1,600  without 
a  dissenting  vote.  Yet  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  this  matter 
should  be  fixed  by  statute  and  not  by  a  convention  of  school  directors 
who  do  not  have  the  chance  freely  to  discuss  and  act  because  there 
are  usually  several  candidates  for  the  place,  and  this  fact  always  in- 
terferes with  a  consideration  of  the  matter  according  to  its  impor- 
tance. No  conscientious  superintendent  can  direct  the  schools  of 
Clarion  county  without  incurring  expenses  ranging  from  $450  to  $600 
per  year.  It  is  a  safe  conclusion  to  reach  that  a  principal  with  a 
salary  of  $800  is  better  off  financially  than  a  superintendent  with  a 
salary  of  $1,200.  It  it  were  not  for  the  opportunity  to  influence  the 
educational  work  of  the  county  toward  a  higher  ideal,  the  writer  could 
not  be  induced  to  serve  out  his  present  term,  but  he  has  long  since 
learned  that  there  are  other  compensations  than  money  in  educa- 
tional work. 

The  various  graded  school  districts  of  the  county  deserve  commenda- 
tion for  the  advancement  made.  The  Clarion  school  directors  have 
steadily  improved  their  school  facilities,  and  their  building  at  present 
is  a  credit  to  the  town.  The  past  year  they  fitted  up  an  auditorium 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  building  which  will  prove  a  great  advantage 
to  the  school.  It  is  40x80  feet,  seated  with  426  opera  chairs,  at  a  cost 
of  about  $1,500  for  repairs  and  furniture.  I  regret  that  the  limits  set 
do  not  permit  a  fuller  reference  to  the  commendable  work  done  in 
this  matter  by  the  board. 

New  Bethlehem  was  in  advance  in  the  matter  of  auditorium.  Their 
new  building  was  completed  in  1893,  and  on  the  third  floor  an  auditor- 
ium was  fitted  up  which  while  not  so  commodious  as  the  Clarion  room 
meets  the  needs  of  the  community. 

Edenburg,  St.  Petersburg,  Sligo,  Foxburg,  and  the  other  graded 
schools  have  been  improved  at  somewhat  of  financial  sacrifice  during 
the  past  ten  years. 

The  courses  of  study  in  these  schools  are  modern  in  their  outlines, 
and  I  think  might  be  improved  by  increasing  the  requirements  in 
English  history  and  English  literature. 

The  school  library  increases  steadily.  We  now  have  about  150. 
We  expect  200  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

County  institute  held  December  25,  was  very  satisfactory.  The  day 
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instructors  were  W.  H.  Mace,  W.  W.  Black,  C.  E.  Rugh,  Dr.  J„  N. 
Fradenburg,  Eev.  Willis  K.  Crosby  and  Prof.  W.  S.  Nickle,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Nickle,  Miss  Emma  K.  Loeffler  and  others. 

Local  institutes  were  held  regularly  throughout  the  county. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  Normal  has  done  well  dur- 
ing the  year.  Principal  Davis  was  away  in  command  of  Co.  D.  of  the 
15th  Regiment  during  the  Spanish-American  war,  and  his  absence  was 
felt.  The  other  members  of  the  faculty  did  the  work  that  would  have 
been  his,  and  the  outlook  of  the  school  at  present  is  for  good  work  the 
coming  year.  The  next  quarter  of  a  century  will  witness  a  number  of 
district  superintendents  in  this  county,  a  well  paid  superintendent 
who  will  be  given  opportunity  to  do  something  more  than  clerk,  and 
in  addition  the  boys  and  girls  will  have  high  school  privileges  at  their 
own  home  school. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weaver. 


The  schools  of  our  county  continue  to  increase,  both  in  number  and 
and  in  efficiency.  The  seven  month  term  of  school,  while  it  may  not 
be  received  with  favor  by  many  of  the  tax  payers,  the  children  now  in 
the  schools  will  look  upon  it  as  a  great  boon  to  them,  while  many 
things  are  not  entirely  satisfactory  in  the  schools,  yet  there  has  been  a 
reasonable  degre  of  progress  along  educational  lines  during  the  past 
school  year.  The  course  of  study  adopted  for  the  county  last  year  has 
already  been  productive  of  good  results.  We  have  had  better  and 
more  systematic  teaching  while  the  attendance  on  the  part  of  the 
larger  pupils  was  more  regular  and  continued  throughout  the  term. 
Patrons  are  recognizing  the  fact,  that  to  secure  the  best  results  in  the 
school  room,  there  must  be  a  united  purpose  and  concert  of  action. 

An  examination  was  held  at  close  of  term  for  the  pupils  of  the 
eighth  grade.  One  hundred  and  forty  pupils  were  examined,  and  to 
seventy-five  of  these  diplomas  were  granted.  A  number  of  the  pupils 
holding  diplomas  were  found  in  the  class  during  teachers'  examina- 
tions, and  none  of  them  failed  to  pass  the  standard,  while  a  number 
passed  with  high  grades.  These  results  are  most  satisfactory  at  the 
close  of  the  first  year.  Next  to  the  intelligent  and  skillful  teacher, 
the  system  of  county  grading  with  its  reports  records  and  diplomas 
will  be  found  a  most  effective  stimulus  to  arouse  an  interest  in  our 
public  schools. 
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Public  Examination. 

Twenty-nine  regular  and  two  special  examinations  were  held. 
Four  hundred  and  two  applicants  were  examined.  Three  hundred 
and  two  certificates  were  granted,  and  one  hundred  refused.  Fewer 
failures  than  last  year,  and  yet  we  have  a  surplus.  Rejecting  an  ap- 
plicant is  the  most  unpleasant  official  duty  that  a  superintendent  has 
to  perform,  yet  there  are  times  when  the  best  interests  of  the  school 
demand  it. 

New  Houses. 

Seventeen  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  A  number  re- 
paired, but  two  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Sandy  township  erected  two 
more  brick  houses  during  the  year.  This  is  the  only  township  in  the 
county  in  which  all  the  new  buildings  are  built  of  brick.  A  four-room 
double  story  building  was  erected  in  Grampian  Borough.  In  the 
building,  special  attention  given,  was  paid  to  light  and  comfort.  The 
structure  is  a  credit  to  the  directors  and  speaks  well  for  the  cause  of 
public  education  in  the  community. 

County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  December  18-23.  The  at- 
tendance was  larger  than  usual.  Want  of  room  to  accommodate  is 
one  of  the  great  troubles  during  the  day  session.  Four  hundred  and 
forty-one  teachers  were  enrolled  during  the  term,  of  1898,  and  only  a 
few  absent,  these  are  generally  foreigners  from  other  counties  who 
make  it  a  point  to  be  absent  during  county  institute.  It  is  hoped  that 
directors  will  keep  a  sharp  look  out  for  these  this  year.  The  institute 
instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Shaeffer,  Superintendent  Public  In- 
struction; Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston;  Prof.  Frank  Fox,  Ohio;  Supt. 
Greene,  DuBois,  and  Miss  Lelia  Patridge,  Philadelphia.  Evening 
lecturers,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Prof.  Hawley  Smith,  Peoria,  111.;  Hon. 
Champ  Clark,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  Smith  sisters,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  Prof.  A.  J.  Smith,  New  Millport,  was  musical  director. 

Directors  Convention. 

The  usual  number  of  directors  were  present  during  the  annual  con- 
vention. Addresses  delivered  by  Dr.  Schaeffer  and  Dr.  Winship. 
The  regular  number  of  educational  reunions  were  held  in  the  county, 
and  the  large  attendance  was  the  best  evidence  of  the  interest  in  the 
public  schools. 

Patrons  and  Parents'  Day. 

The  great  interest  manifested  on  this  day  in  1897  suggested  a  special 
day  for  1898.     The  day  being  very  cold  the  attendance  was  smaller 
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than  last  year.  These  special  days  will  help  to  convince  the  think- 
ing people  that  the  school  is  a  part  of  the  community,  and  not  a  sep- 
arate affair,  which  the  law  compels  them  to  support,  and  takes  their 
children  away  when  their  help  is  needed  at  home.  Without  the  sup- 
port of  the  home  the  teacher  is  unable  to  bring  about  the  required  re- 
sults in  the  school  room. 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  but  two  and  these  were 
closed  at  the  time  of  the  superintendent's  visits,  and  a  number  were 
visited  twice.  The  teachers  were  found,  as  a  general  rule,  doing  ex- 
cellent work.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  order,  study  and 
recitation.  It  was  gratifying  to  notice  that  most  of  the  school  rooms 
were  kept  clean  and  made  as  attractive  as  possible.  A  few  teachers, 
however,  have  failed  to  learn  that  "cleanliness  is  akin  to  Godliness." 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  in  any  way  aided  us  in  our  effort  to 
advance  the  cause  of  education,  especially  to  the  directors  and  teach- 
ers who  helped  so  cheerfully  in  the  introduction  of  the  course  of 
study  and  to  the  press  for  their  aid  and  encouraging  words. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— W.  A.  Snyder 


The  last  of  our  antiquated  school  furniture  was  displaced  during  the 
year  by  modern  furniture.  Environment  is  an  unknown  factor  in  the 
child's  education.  The  surroundings  visibly  affect  and  assist  in  dis- 
cipline. With  comfortable  seats,  recitation  seats  with  backs  on  them, 
pictures  worthy  a  place  in  the  school  room,  floor  clean,  stove  blacked, 
windows  transparent,  teacher's  desk  in  order,  bookcase  in  proper 
condition,  school  grounds  that  can  readily  be  distinguished  from  the 
primeval  efforts  of  the  early  settlers,  all  these  unconsciously  assist  in 
creating  proper  conditions  for  good  school  work.  Our  teachers  are 
recognizing  these  elements  as  essential  to  the  best  school  conditions. 
Our  school  grounds  are  being  slowly  yet  steadily  improved  and  our 
school  room  decorations  are  beginning  to  be  worthy  the  name. 

The  change  in  the  method  of  distributing  the  appropriation  had 
the  intended  effect  of  increasing  substantially  the  amount  received 
in  the  poorer  districts.  Our  boroughs  invariably  lost.  In  these  dis- 
tricts, the  salaries  were  highest  and  the  terms  longest.  If  the  dis- 
tricts receiving  marked  increases,  use  the  fund  to  reduce  local  taxa- 
tion only,  the  funds  have  gone  to  the  wrong  place.  The  premiums 
should  be  on  progressions  rather  than  retrogressions. 

One-half  of  our  teachers  are  normal  graduates.     In  this  respect,  we 
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are  fortunate.  While  all  normal  graduates  are  not  good  teachers,  the 
poor  ones  are  better  for  the  training  they  have  had.  Regardless  of  cer- 
tificate, those  teachers  succeed  best  who  are  students  of  educational 
problems  and  are  striving  constantly  for  a  broader  culture  and  better 
equipment. 

The  relief-map  men  made  their  first  appearance  in  our  county  dur- 
ing the  year.  There  were  three  of  them  and  they  stopped  at  one  of 
our  best  hotels  for  over  two  months.  They  sold  two  sets,  but  even 
with  that  limited  success,  it  is  possible  that  they  made  expenses. 
Some  of  our  directors  who  might  be  influenced  by  a  snug  bonus  are  re- 
strained by  the  inevitable  righteous  indignation  of  an  outraged  con- 
stituency. The  best  way  to  prevent  traffic  on  the  part  of  these  sharks 
is  to  create  a  sentiment  in  the  minds  of  the  public  against  their  nefari- 
ous business.  When  a  director  understands  that  his  tenure  of  office  is  de- 
pendent upon  an  upright  administration,  his  decisions  are  not  so  likely 
to  be  influenced  by  personal  consideration.  Our  teachers  are  watch- 
ful and  are  assisting  in  promoting  a  sentiment  against  extravagant 
purchases  of  practically  worthless  stuff. 

Memory  work,  in  which  literary  gems  and  trite  expressions  figured, 
received  some  attention  in  our  county  during  the  year.  To  fill  the 
minds  of  the  young  with  ennobling  and  jeweled  treasures  forms  a 
basis  upon  which  to  rest  a  complete  life  and  will  weigh  in  the  balance 
on  the  side  of  the  right  in  life's  contest.  These  sentiments  must  not 
only  be  memorized,  they  must  be  assimilated  and  act  as  beacons  in 
one's  pathway,  the  gravity  of  which  impels  in  the  right  direction. 

Salaries  varied  little  from  the  previous  year.  Reductions  were 
made  in  a  few  districts.  Noyes  township  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
making  the  only  material  increase.  The  salaries  are  entirely  too 
meager  in  many  of  our  districts.  Some  of  our  school  boards  have 
yet  to  learn  that  they  can  not  get  something  for  nothing  at  least  some- 
thing worth  having. 

Renovo  built  a  third  story  to  their  Seventh  street  building  for  the 
use  of  their  high  school.  There  is  a  main  assembly  room  with  three 
recitation  rooms  so  arranged  that  they  can  all  be  thrown  together. 
The  building  was  equipped  with  the  Smead- Wills  heating  and  ven- 
tilating apparatus,  together  with  the  dry  closets.  It  is  an  important 
improvement,  adding  materially  to  their  facilities  for  instruction  and 
increasing  their  comfort. 

Tenor  of  position  in  Renovo  is  dependent  upon  ability  to  do  good 
work,  no  influence  is  sufficiently  potent  to  retain  for  any  length  of 
time  the  mediocre  teacher.  The  school  board  deserves  the  warmest 
commendations  for  their  progressiveness  and  interest  in  educational 
affairs.  The  condition  of  their  schools  reflects  great  credit  upon  their 
corps  of  instructors,  their  principal  and  incidentally  upon  the  di- 
rectors. 


38  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Grugan  township  built  a  new  school  house  and  supplied  three  build- 
ings with  new  furniture.  In  the  last  few  years,  the  school  board  has 
made  a  number  of  material  improvements. 

Greene  township  erected  a  very  comfortable  new  building.  The 
room  is  finished  with  hard  wood  and  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  rural 
buildings  in  our  county. 

Lamar  township  has  put  all  its  buildings  in  good  condition.  Last 
year  one  of  the  buildings  was  furnished  with  new  single  seats.  New 
floors  and  wainscoting  were  put  into  a  number  of  buildings.  The 
present  directors  have  taken  more  interest  in  their  buildings  and 
schools  than  many  previous  boards. 

Colebrooke  increased  her  term  to  eight  months.  Two  of  our  rural 
districts  have  eight  month  terms,  Noyes  and  Colebrook. 

It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  because  Pennsylvania  is  the  leading  State 
in  the  several  mineral  productions  that  we  are  leaders  in  the  educa- 
tional realms  with  nothing  to  do  but  sit  idly  by  and  see  things  drift. 
There  are  important  problems,  educational,  to  be  solved.  Let  us  as- 
sume our  proper  relations  to  these  reforms  and  be  vigilant  in  their 
solution. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— John  K.  Miller. 


The  year,  in  review,  presents  no  radical  departures  either  in  archi- 
tectural advancement  or  pedagogical  energy.  We  are  confident,  how- 
ever, that  a  spirit  of  progress  is  in  our  midst  if  allowed  to  base  our 
conclusions  upon  the  keen  forsight  our  directors  and  patrons  show  in 
the  appreciation  of  thoroughly  equipped  teachers.  Unless  they  are 
fully  prepared,  teachers  of  provisional  attainments  are  subjected  to 
embarrassing  criticism  in  communities  where  they  find  employment, 
because  of  the  demands  made  upon  them  through  the  influence  of  their 
well  trained  predecessors.  Surely  in  this  we  can  find  encouragement. 
Educational  standards  are  never  raised  except  when  they  are  de- 
manded by  progressive  citizens,  who  are  familiar  with  the  needs  of 
schools. 

A  lack  of  taste  is  shown  in  some  districts  concerning  the  matter  of 
school  room  decorations.  We  hesitate  to  report  that  our  schools 
are  being  used  as  a  means  of  distribution  for  political  truck.  Pictures 
of  candidates,  buttons,  and  electioneering  devices  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  further  the  interests  of  public 
aspirants.  How  is  a  child  to  distinguish  between  historical  char- 
acters and  ambitious  candidates  when  their  pictures  appear  side  by 
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side  upon  the  walls?  It  is  a  good  thing  to  put  the  schools  into  poli- 
tics, but  by  all  means  let  us  try  to  keep  politics  out  of  the  schools. 
Wouldn't  it  be  better — more  artistic  and  productive  of  better  re- 
sults— to  decorate  the  walls  with  well  chosen  pictures  representing 
some  of  the  best  art  productions?  When  we  consider  that  copies  of 
the  world's  most  famous  paintings  can  be  bought  as  low  as  one  cent 
each,  what  excuse  is  there  for  decorating  the  walls  of  our  school  rooms 
with  anything  short  of  those  productions  which  have  a  culture  value. 
Often  teachers  aspiring  to  better  positions  and  higher  salaries  could 
with  profit  supply  themselves  with  such  pictures. 

A  few  districts  have  been  urged  and  are  thoughtfully  considering 
a  plan  to  place  under  the  care  of  each  teacher  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  term  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  expended  during  the  year  for 
the  little  extras  constantly  demanded  by  wide-awake  workers.  Di- 
rectors are  not  always  in  a  position  to  anticipate  or  understand  the 
needs  of  the  different  teachers  in  different  schools,  and  this  plan  fur- 
nishes a  good  test  of  a  teacher's  ideals  and  general  ability  to  adopt 
means  to  ends,  while  at  the  same  time  the  confidence  thus  imposed 
in  the  teacher  must  prove  beneficial.  Much  money  is  needlessly  ex- 
pended in  the  exchange  of  text  books  which  could  be  materially  de- 
creased if  a  plan  of  this  kind  were  adopted. 

In  many  respects  the  year  has  been  a  decided  improvement  over  the 
preceding  one.  We  look  forward  to  steadily  increasing  progress  and 
more  favorable  conditions. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— E.  M.  Mixer. 


The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  continua- 
tion of  the  preceding  year.  As  a  whole,  our  schools  have  improved. 
Greater  care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  teachers  by  the  differ- 
ent school  boards.  Summit  township  which  in  many  respects,  has 
taken  the  lead  of  other  townships,  has  adopted  a  course  of  study  cover- 
ing eleven  years,  and  published  a  catalogue  and  sent  a  copy  to  every 
taxpayer  in  the  township.  Before  hireing  teachers  each  applicant 
is  asked  to  fill  out  the  following  blank: 

Teacher's  Application. 

Pleas  answer  all  the  following  questions  if  you  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  applicant  for  any  of  the  school  of  Summit  township: 
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Name,   Postoffice,   

Application  for: 

First  choice, Second  choice, Would  accept, 

Qualifications: 

Grade  of  certificate,  ........     If  provisional  give  average, 

From  what  school  graduated, When, 

What  other  school  attended, How  long, 

Are  you  prepared  to  teach  vocal  music? 

Experience: 

Wbat  schools  have  you  taught? How  long, 

Where  and  when  did  you  last  teach? 

Miscellaneous: 

Do  you  expect  to  follow  teaching  as  a  profession? 

What  educational  publications  do  you  regularly  read? 

What  general  periodicals  do  you  regularly  read? 

What  works  on  teaching  have  you  read? 

What  books  have  you  drawn  from  Teachers'  Library  during  the 
year? 

No  applicant  holding  a  provisional  certificate  averaging  less  than 
80  was  considered,  the  wages  of  those  employed  being  graded  by 
educational  qualifications. 

Selection  was  made  on  the  "point  system,"  certificates  counting  one- 
half,  experience  and  previous  success  in  teaching  and  sentiment  of 
district,  one-fourth,*  and  qualifications  enumerated  in  application 
blank,  and  general  considerations  one-fourth.  Applicants  for  the 
coming  year  might  do  well  to  make  a  special  study  of  those  parts  of 
the  school  laws  applying  particularly  to  the  duties  of  teachers  and 
pupils. 

Qualifications  being  equal,  the  preference  is  usually  given  to  home 
teachers;  but  the  first  consideration  is  given  to  the  interests  of  the 
schools  and  it  is  held  that  it  is  due  to  the  pupils  to  procure  the  best 
teachers  possible,  regardless  of  their  residence,  financial  conditions 
or  any  other  personal  considerations. 

Hayfield  township  has  built  a  new  two-room  house.  At  Guys  Mills. 
Randolph  township,  the  school  house  has  been  enlarged  by  two  more 
rooms.  Both  townships  have  adopted  the  ninth  and  tenth  grades  in 
these  schools.  The  new  school  law  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
the  State  appropriation,  has  not  proved  to  be  a  good  thing  in  every 
respect  in  this  county.  It  has  a  tendency  to  delay  the  township  high 
school.  There  are  many  small  schools  which  would  have  been  closed 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fact  that  an  appropriation  was  drawn  be- 
cause the  schools  were  kept  open.     Another  thing  that  would  help 

*  While  the  wishes  of  school  patrons  are  always  consulted  when  possible  we  are  not 
always  able  to  comply  with  them. 
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to  establish  township  high  schools  would  be  to  have  an  appropriation 
for  high  schools.  One  can  hardly  see  of  what  use  the  law  is  in  allow- 
ing appropriations  to  high  schools  if  no  appropriations  are  ever  made. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— I.  L.  Bryner. 


In  submitting  this,  my  third  annual  report,  I  am  pleased  to  state 
that  our  work  has  been  passing  along  pleasantly.  We  are  succeeding 
in  getting  our  directors  interested  in  their  work.  No  better  evidence 
of  this  growing  interest  is  needed  than  the  numerous  visits  paid  by 
them  to  the  schools,  and  the  large  attendance  of  directors  at  our 
county  institute.  At  our  last  institute  112  of  a  total  of  187  were  pres- 
ent. This  number  was  far  in  excess  of  any  other  institute.  The 
person  who  now  assumes  the  responsibility  of  a  director,  must 
realize  before  he  takes  the  position,  that  if  he  does  not  visit  the  schools 
and  look  to  their  interests,  that  he  is  not  true  to  his  trust,  and  it 
would  have  been  much  to  his  constituents'  interests  to  have  placed  an- 
other in  the  position. 

Buildings. 

Our  buildings  are  all  in  good  condition.  We  now  have  modern 
furniture  in  all  the  rooms,  and  in  many  of  them  the  old  wooden  black 
board  has  been  supplanted  by  good  slate  boards.  I  hope  that  in  the 
near  future,  T  may  report  that  this  much  needed  appliance  has  been 
placed  in  all  the  school  rooms.  There  has  been  no  needless  ex- 
penditure of  funds  during  the  year  for  worthless  charts,  blocks,  etc. 
Some  districts  have  purchased  good  outline  maps  at  a  reasonable 
figure.  This  course,  I  approve  most  heartily.  Good  outline  maps  are 
a  necessary  appliance.  I  would  be  glad  to  see  them  along  with  first 
class  dictionaries  in  all  our  schools. 

School  Libraries. 

I  regret  to  report  that  nothing  has  been  done  in  school  libraries. 
Our  people  do  not  fully  appreciate  the  value  of  a  well  selected  library 
in  the  school.  It  shall  be  our  aim  during  the  next  term  to  awaken 
a  greater  interest  in  this  matter. 

Mills  Levied  for  School  Purposes. 

I  shall  give  the  districts  in  classes,  according  to  the  rate  levied  for 
school  purposes,  beginning  with  the  highest  and  proceeding  to  the 
lowest: 
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First  class,  rate  6  mills,  Shippensburg. 

Second  class,  rate  5  mills,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Third  class,  rate  4  mills,  Camp  Hill  and  New  Cumberland. 

Fourth  class,  rate  3  mills,  Hopewell  and  Mechanicsburg. 

Fifth  class,  rate  2-|  mills,  Newbury  and  Southampton. 

Sixth  class,  rate  1\  mills,  Dickinson. 

Seventh  class,  rate  2  mills,  Upper  Allen,  East  Pennsboro,  Shire- 
manstown  and  South  Middleton. 

Eighth  class,  rate  If  mills,  Frankford,  Monroe,  Newton,  North  Mid- 
dleton, Penn  and  West  Pennsboro. 

Ninth  class,  rate  \\  mills,  Upper  Mifflin,  Newville  and  Shippens- 
burg township. 

Tenth  class,  rate  \\  mills,  Silver  Spring  and  Independent. 

Eleventh  class,  rate  1  mill,  Lower  Allen  and  Lower  Mifflin. 

Twelfth  class,  rate  f  of  a  mill,  Hampden. 

It  may  be  seen  by  the  above  classes,  that  the  lowest  mill  rates,  ex- 
cepting one  district,  are  found  in  the  richest  districts  in  the  county. 
In  some  of  those  districts,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  aim  is  to  run  the 
schools  on  as  cheap  a  scale  as  possible.  Inexperienced  teachers  are 
too  often  employed  in  preference  to  experienced  ones,  so  that  the  dis- 
trict may  save  the  difference  in  salary  and  thus  keep  expenses  down. 
The  result  is  that  the  taxpayers  save  in  taxes,  while  their  children 
lose  in  instruction. 

Districts  Receiving  State  Appropriation  in  Excess  of  the  Amount 
Raised  by  Taxation. 

The  following  districts  received  during  the  past  year  more  money 
from  the  State  as  appropriation  than  they  raised  by  taxation — Lower 
Allen,  Frankford,  Hampden,  Hopewell,  Independent,  Lower  Mifflin, 
Upper  Mifflin,  Newville,  Newburg  and  Shiremanstown. 

In  some  districts  the  discrepancy  is  slight,  in  others  it  is  great.  It 
is  but  fair  to  the  schools,  to  the  teachers,  and  to  the  State,  that  these 
districts  should  raise  at  least  as  much  by  taxation  as  they  receive  from 
the  State  as  appropriation. 

Increase  of  Salaries. 

Dickinson,  Frankford,  Penn  and  Shiremanstown  districts  increased 
their  teachers  salaries.  There  has  been  no  material  decrease  in  any 
district  during  the  year.  Our  directors  are  requiring  more  of  their 
teachers  each  year.  They  are  beginning  also  to  realize  that  low 
wages  means  work  according,  that  a  $25  teacher  means  a  $25  school, 
and  that  a  -$40  teacher,  means  a  $40  school.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  on  the  whole,  wages  are  not  higher.  There  seems  to  be  no 
encouragement  for  our  best  teachers  to  remain  in  the  profession. 
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This  county,  with  its  great  wealth  could  easily  pay  its  teachers  sala- 
ries, equal  to  any  other  county  in  the  State,  yet  such  is  not  the  case. 
The  energetic,  ambitious  teachers  are  either  leaving  the  profession  or 
seeking  the  towns  or  other  counties  where  higher  wages  prevail.  The 
low  grade  teachers,  invariably  remain  with  us,  for  which  we  are  sorry, 
the  high  grade  teachers  too  often  leave  us,  for  which  we  are  exceed- 
ingly sorry. 

Increase  in  Length  of  Term. 

There  has  been  no  decrease  in  the  length  of  the  school  term  in  any 
district.  On  the  other  hand,  Shippensburg,  14  schools  increased 
the  term  one  month;  Frankford,  11  schools,  one-half  a  month;  North 
Middletown,  7  schools,  one-half  a  month,  and  Upper  Mifflin,  5  schools, 
one-half  a  month.  Only  five  schools  in  the  county  had  a  less  term  than 
seven  months. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  reasons  to  be  encouraged.  Much  has  been 
done,  much. remains  to  be  done.  The  demand  for  better  teachers  and 
better  schools  is  growing.  School  sentiment  is  better  than  it  has 
been  for  some  time.  The  educational  meetings,  the  local  institutes, 
and  the  county  institute  have  been  great  factors  in  helping  to  mould 
school  sentiment.  The  powerful  addresses  of  the  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  two  years  ago,  and  of  the  Hon.  John  Q.  Stewart,  and  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  at  our  last  county  institute  have  not  been  forgotten 
by  the  directors,  teachers,  and  all  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  hear 
them.  Their  sentiments  struck  a  responsive  chord  in  many  localities, 
and  the  return  of  these  great  educational  masters  to  our  county  insti- 
tute will  always  be  hailed  with  delight. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— R.  M.  McNeal. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  our  schools  for  the  past  year,  I  can  re- 
port very  little  advancement  along  material  lines. 

Only  one  school  house  was  built  during  the  year,  teachers'  salaries 
were  increased  but  slightly,  and  the  term  was  lengthened  in  only  one 
district. 

Turning,  however,  from  these  conditioning  factors  to  the  more  in- 
tangible but  real  forces  at  work  in  the  educational  process,  the  view 
is  more  encouraging. 

Our  teachers  never  seemed  to  recognize  more  clearly  their  oppor- 
tunities and  responsibilities,  nor  labored  more  assiduously  and  faith- 
fully to  meet  the  obligations  upon  them,  than  during  the  year  just 
closed. 
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The  forty-sixth  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  county  institute  was 
held  in  Chestnut  Street  Hall,  Harrisburg,  October  17-21,  1898.  The 
instructors  were  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Joseph  F.  Barton,  Ship- 
pensburg,  Pa.  A.  M.  Lindsay,  of  Steelton,  had  charge  of  the  sing- 
ing and  gave  daily  instruction  in  vocal  music.  Deputy  Superinten- 
dent, John  Q.  'Stewart,  was  present  on  directors'  day  and  delivered  an 
able  address  at  the  joint  session  of  teachers  and  directors. 

The  evening  sessions  were  filled  by  Rev.  GL  Murray  Klepfer,  Col. 
Geo.  W.  Bain  and  Rev.  Frank  Bristol,  who  delivered  lectures,  and 
Prof.  S.  T.  Ford,  who  gave  an  entertainment  of  humorous  and  pathetic 
readings. 

The  wisdom  of  employing  a  few  instructors  and  retaining  them 
during  the  entire  week,  thus  enabling  them  to  do  more  thorough  and 
systematic  work,  was  fully  demonstrated  at  this  meeting.  The 
teachers  with  unanimity  pronounced  it  one  of  the  most  practical  and 
helpful  institutes  they  ever  attended.  As  an  indication  of  the  es- 
timate placed  upon  it  by  those  outside  of  the  membership,  we  give 
the  following  extract  from  an  editorial  in  a  Harrisburg  daily  paper : 

"The  splendid  corps  of  instructors  provided  for  the  county  teachers' 
institute  this  week  eclipsed  anything  the  teachers  of  the  county  or 
city  of  Harrisburg  have  yet  had.  The  county  teachers  sat  down  to 
an  intellectual  feast  every  day  this  week,  and  the  practical  methods 
and  wholesome  advice  which  they  will  carry  back  to  their  schools  will 
be  of  inestimable  value  to  the  children.  The  institute  was  the  best 
ever  held  in  Dauphin  county." 

The  local  institute  work  of  the  year  was  in  most  particulars  quite 
satisfactory.  Our  teachers  are  each  year  entering  more  heartily  into 
this  work.  Very  few  calling  themselves  teachers  fail  to  attend  the 
meetings  or  refuse  to  take  part  in  the  exercises  when  placed  on  the 
programme.  The  local  institutes  were  supplemented  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  educational  meetings  and  conferences  with  teachers,  directors 
and  patrons  in  the  country  districts  of  the  county.  The  purpose  of 
these  meetings  has  been  to  stimulate  educational  sentiment,  awaken 
the  people  to  the  importance  and  duty  of  providing  the  best  possible 
school  facilities  for  their  children,  and  to  bring  about  a  more  hearty 
co-operation  of  directors  and  patrons  with  the  teachers  in  their  work 
of  fitting  the  pupils  for  good  citizenship. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings  during  the 
year,  as  has  been  the  practice  since  its  organization.  The  annual 
session  convened  in  the  court  house,  October  20  during  the  week  of 
county  institute.  The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  at  Millersburg, 
February  25. 

The  questions  considered  at  both  of  these  meetings  were  practical 
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and  were  discussed  with  interest  and  enthusiasm  by  the  directors 
present. 

There  was  a  fair  representation  of  directors  present  at  the  annual 
meeting,  but  the  attendance  at  Millersburg  was  much  below  what  it 
should  have  been. 

Unfortunately  we  have  a  class  of  school  directors  that  has  never 
shown  any  interest  in  the  work  of  the  association,  nor,  for  that  matter, 
in  any  other  movement  looking  to  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 
These  directors  will  not  attend  the  sessions  of  the  associations,  local 
institutes  or  other  educational  meetings,  even  when  held  in  their  im- 
mediate vicinity. 

The  Directors'  Association  is  a  valuable  factor  in  the  school  work 
of  the  county.  It  furnishes  opportunity  to  compare  educational  fa- 
cilities in  the  different  districts  and  leads  to  a  healthy  rivalry  in  the 
line  of  progress.  Many  improvements  in  the  schools  are  clearly 
traceable  to  its  influence.  Its  meetings  should  be  attended  by  every 
director  who  can  possibly  be  present. 

The  last  election  of  officers  of  the  association  resulted  in  the 
unanimous  choice  of  Simon  S.  Bowman,  Esq.,  of  Millersburg,  as  presi- 
dent, and  James  A.  Bell  of  Steelton,  as  secretary. 

There  was  no  marked  increase  in  the  number  or  size  of  school  li- 
braries during  the  year.  About  five  hundred  volumes  were  added 
to  the  collections  already  started  in  different  districts  of  the  county. 
Our  library  work  has  been  moving  along  slowly  but  steadily  for  the 
last  few  years,  and  there  are  now  in  the  school  libraries  of  the  county 
nearly  six  thousand  volumes,  exclusive  of  reference  books.  Nearly 
all  the  money  expended  for  these  books  has  been  raised  by  the 
teachers  through  "spelling  bees,"  exhibitions  and  various  kinds  of 
entertainments. 

None  of  our  school  boards  has  taken  advantage  of  the  recent  library 
legislation,  and  few  of  them  have  contributed  any  money  from  the 
treasury  to  aid  this  important  work.  In  a  few  instances  they  have 
even  neglected  to  provide  cases  for  the  books  procured  by  the  teachers 
and  pupils. 

Some  years  ago  a  few  boards  of  directors  were  inveigled  into  pur- 
chasing expensive  charts  and  mathematical  blocks  that  have  never 
benefited  anybody  but  the  makers  and  vendors,  and  are  now  stored 
away  in  closets  in  the  school  rooms.  Had  that  money  been  used  to 
provide  suitable  reading  matter  for  the  pupils,  it  would  be  a  perennial 
source  of  blessing  to  the  children. 

The  school  library  movement  should  receive  more  generous  support 
than  it  has  had  in  some  places  in  the  past.  Care  should  be  exercised 
in  the  selection  of  books.  When  children  have  acquired  the  power 
to  read  they  will  find  something  to  read;  it  is  therefore  highly  im- 
portant that  they  have  access  to  good  literature.  Bad  books  some- 
times do  more  to  wreck  character  than  do  evil  companions. 
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The  teachers'  reading  course  is  each  year  becoming  a  more  valuable 
factor  in  the  preparation  of  our  teachers  for  their  work.  In  the  last 
examinations  the  applicants  for  certificates  were  much  more  profi- 
cient in  the  professional  books  than  in  any  preceding  year  since  the 
adoption  of  the  course.  They  also  gave  evidence  of  a  wider  know- 
ledge of  general  literature.  This  is  doubtless  due  to  the  increased 
interest  in  school  libraries. 

The  Alumni  Association  of  the  Lykens  High  School  gave  evidence 
of  continued  interest  in  its  alma  mater  by  again  awarding  a  gold 
medal  to  the  member  of  the  senior  class,  and  a  similar  one  to  the 
member  of  the  junior  class,  who  attained  the  highest  average  for  gen- 
eral scholarship  during  the  year.  The  medals  were  presented  on 
commencement  evening  by  Mr.  Leffler,  president  of  the  association. 

One  of  the  most  important  acts  of  recent  school  legislation  is  the 
law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  increasing  the 
minimum  school  term  to  seven  months. 

The  report  for  the  year  just  closed  shows  sixteen  districts  in  this 
county,  containing  116  schools,  that  kept  the  schools  open  only  six 
months. 

During  my  entire  official  service  I  importuned  the  directors  to  ex- 
tend the  term,  and  at  every  opportunity  in  local  institutes  and  other 
educational  meetings  urged  upon  the  people  the  importance  of  this 
step,  but  without  success.  I  am  convinced  that  few,  if  any,  of  these 
districts  would  have  lengthened  the  term  for  years  to  come,  had  they 
not  becin  compelled  to  do  so  by  legal  enactment. 

In  the  sixteen  districts  having  a  six  months'  term  the  average  tax 
rate  last  year  was  1.7  mill,  and  twelve  of  them  received  more  money 
from  the  State  than  they  raised  by  taxation. 

Not  only  have  they  kept  the  school  term  at  the  minimum,  but  they 
have  been  paying  niggardly  salaries  to  teachers,  and  in  some  in- 
stances have  failed  to  provide  the  children  with  necessary  books  and 
supplies. 

While  these  directors  have  been  thus  denying  the  pupils  the  school 
advantages  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to  furnish,  they  have  been  boasting 
of  their  economy  and  congratulating  themselves  on  their  ability  to 
"keep  house." 

One  of  the  most  important  educational  problems  of  to-day  is,  how 
to  secure  better  school  facilities  for  children  in  the  rural  districts. 
This  question  is  coming  to  the  front  in  the  more  progressive  commu- 
nities and  is  voicing  itself  in  a  demand  for  graded  country  schools  and 
the  establishment  of  township  high  schools,  school  libraries,  etc. 

In  the  matter  of  environment  country  children  have  the  advantage 
of  those  reared  in  the  towns  and  cities.  They  breathe  purer  air,  have 
beter  water,  possess  superior  advantages  for  physical  development, 
come  in  closer  touch  with  nature,  are  better  trained  in  habits  of  in- 
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dustry  and  economy,  and  are  less  exposed  to  enervating  influences  and 
temptation  to  peculiar  forms  of  vice  than  city  children. 

When  we  consider  school  opportunities,  however,  the  comparison  is 
decidedly  unfavorable  to  children  in  the  country. 

By  reason  of  longer  term  and  better  salaries,  the  cities  and  larger 
towns  are  continually  taking  away  many  of  the  better  teachers  from 
the  country  districts.  When  a  teacher  has  made  a  reputation  in  one 
of  the  short  term  districts  he  is  wanted  in  a  more  progressive  com- 
munity where  the  term  is  longer  and  the  remuneration  better.  Many 
bright,  industrious  pupils  in  the  country  schools  are  crippled  in  their 
progress  because  of  poor  teachers,  short  terms  and  lack  of  other  fa- 
cilities necessary  to  successful  work. 

It  is  time  the  people  of  the  county  districts  waken  up  to  the  fact  that 
their  children  are  being  defrauded  by  the  parsimonious  policy  pur- 
sued in  the  management  of  the  schools.  They  should  demand  school 
advantages  for  their  children  that  will  equip  them  for  a  fair  chance  of 
success  in  the  race  of  life.  To  this  end  they  must  cease  to  elect  as  di- 
rectors men  who  will  not  visit  the  schools,  never  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Directors'  Association,  who  loaf  at  the  village  stores  and  shops 
a  few  squares  from  a  local  institute  without  sufficient  interest  in  the 
work  to  attend  its  sessions,  and  who  persist  in  running  the  schools 
on  a  half-mill  tax  rate. 

We  do  not  wish  to  leave  the  impression  that  this  state  of  lethargy 
and  indifference  prevails  in  all  our  country  districts.  Some  of  the 
most  progressive  school  boards,  best  teachers  and  finest  schools  in  the 
county  are  to  be  found  in  the  rural  districts.  But  the  poorest  dis- 
tricts in  the  county  are  abundantly  able  to  furnish  schools  equal  to 
the  best  we  have,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  measure  up  to  this 
standard.  Among  the  school  directors  of  the  county  there  are  many 
excellent  school  men,  but  in  some  of  the  more  conservative  localities 
they  are  in  the  minority  and  can  accomplish  very  little. 

Then  sometimes  in  these  districts,  a  director  who  is  progressive  and 
manifests  a  commendable  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  schools  is  drop- 
ped at  the  end  of  his  term  as  a  man  dangerous  to  the  financial  inter- 
ests of  the  district. 

As  a  representative  of  a  class  of  live,  progressive  men  who  have 
rendered  splendid  service  to  the  schools  of  the  county  as  directors,  I 
deem  it  fitting  and  proper  at  this  time  to  make  special  mention  of 
Frederick  M.  Ott,  Esq.,  captain  of  the  Governor's  Troop,  who  has  just 
retired  from  the  board  of  directors  of  Susquehanna  township  after 
twenty-one  years  of  continuous  service.  During  all  that  time  Cap- 
tain Ott  has  been  an  earnest  and  able  advocate  of  good  schools.  While 
he  has  always  insisted  on  faithful  service  on  the  part  of  teachers,  he 
has  been  their  firm  friend  and  has  favored  fair  compensation  for  their 
work. 
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Largely  through  his  influence,  Susquehanna  has  for  years  had  an 
eight  months  term,  while  most  of  the  adjoining  districts  have  had  but 
six  months. 

As  Captain  Ott  has  no  children  and  is  one  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers 
in  the  district,  his  interest  in  the  schools  has  been  entirely  unselfish. 
His  retirement  is  an  absolute  loss  to  the  schools  of  the  township. 

The  schools  of  the  county  are  generally  in  good  condition;  many 
of  them  are  doing  splendid  work.  Even  in  districts  paying  the  low- 
est salaries  there  are  some  strong,  earnest,  faithful  teachers  doing 
very  creditable  work. 

In  all  my  reports  I  have  endeavored  to  give  true  and  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  condition  of  the  schools,  the  kind  of  work  done,  and 
the  degree  of  interest  manifested  by  directors  and  people  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children.  I  have  not  pictured  conditions  entirely  unwar- 
ranted by  the  facts,  simply  to  make  a  more  creditable  display;  nor 
have  I  refrained  from  noting  improvements  and  commending  that 
which  deserved  commendation  from  time  to  time. 

With  the  submission  of  this  report  my  official  relation  to  the  schools 
of  the  county,  embracing  a  period  of  sixteen  years  and  six  months,  will 
terminate.  As  I  look  back  over  the  work  of  these  years,  I  do  not 
claim  perfection  in  the  performance  of  my  official  duties.  I  have 
doubtless  made  mistakes,  but  they  have  been  errors  of  judgment 
rather  than  wilful  acts  of  omission  or  commission.  I  am  conscious  of 
having  had  at  all  times  the  interests  of  the  schools  and  the  welfare  of 
the  children  at  heart. 

When  I  have  plead  with  directors  for  longer  term,  better  salaries, 
more  care  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  have  tried  to  arouse  the 
people  to  greater  interest  in  the  schools,  it  has  been  that  the  children 
of  our  county  might  be  better  prepared  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of 
life  and  to  discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

When  I  have  pressed  teachers  to  make  more  thorough  preparation 
and  exhorted  them  to  faithful  earnest  work,  it  has  been  with  the  same 
purpose  in  view. 

While  I  have  constantly  held  before  our  teachers  a  high  standard  of 
preparation,  reminded  them  of  their  great  responsibility  and  urged 
them  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the  pupils;  I 
have  deeply  sympathised  with  them  in  their  arduous  work;  have 
cheerfully  given  them  every  possible  assistance  in  the  solution  of  their 
difficulties,  and  have  offered  encouragement  to  those  who  have 
needed  it. 

My  relations  with  the  teachers  of  the  county  have  been  most  cordial 
and  pleasant,  and  I  shall  carry  with  me  grateful  recollections  of  their 
many  acts  of  kindness  and  courtesy. 

T  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  and  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  press  of  the  county  and  city  for  valuable  aid  in  my  official  work; 


No.  5.  DELAWARE  COUNTY.  49 

to  the  school  directors  during  my  official  term  who  co-operated  with 
me  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the  schools;  to  the  people  of  the 
county  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  hospitality;  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  and  the  members  of  his  Department 
for  counsel  and  assistance,  and  to  all  who  aided  or  gave  encourage- 
ment to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 

I  trust  the  schools  of  the  county  may  have  the  greatest  possible  suc- 
cess, and  continue  to  improve  until  every  child  in  Dauphin  county 
will  have  educational  advantages  equal  to  the  best  in  our  land. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  Teachers'  Institute  held  its  sessions  in  the  assembly  room 
of  the  Lansdowne  High  School,  for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  The 
room  proved  very  satisfactory  and  the  institute  was  one  of  the  best 
ever  held  in  the  county  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  remarks  of  teachers 
and  others  in  attendance.  Unfortunately  the  date  for  the  Peace 
Jubilee,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  was  fixed  for  the  same  week,  and 
being  only  se\en  miles  out  from  the  city,  the  institute  was  deprived 
of  the  patronage  it  should  have  had  both  day  and  evening.  The 
teachers  were  faithful  to  the  interests  of  the  institute  however  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  primary  object  of  the  institute  was  accomp- 
lished. 

The  meetings  of  the  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  con- 
tinue to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 
They  are  held  every  six  weeks  at  different  points  in  the  county  and  are 
attended,  on  the  average,  by  about  seventy-five  teachers,  and  many 
friends  of  education. 

The  interest  in  school  savings  banks  is  on  the  increase  and  I  hear  of 
its  adoption  in  different  districts  every  now  and  then.  Mrs.  Clara  A. 
Shrigley,  a  member  and  treasurer  of  the  Yeadon  borough  school 
board,  has  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  this  subject  and  furnishes  me 
with  the  following  statistics  relating  to  this  county:  Number  of  sav- 
ings banks,  59;  number  of  depositors,  1,448;  amount  deposited,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1899,  |15,950.37.  Mrs.  Shrigley  informs  me  that  she  has 
learned  through  correspondence  with  the  teachers,  that  the  amount 
of  deposits  to  the  1st  of  June,  1899,  is  over  f  18,350.  The  system  has 
been  adopted  by  the  schools  of  Upper  Darby,  Eddystone,  Lower  Chi- 
chester, Marcus  Hook,  Upland  and  Yeadon.  The  question  was  quite 
thoroughly  discussed  by  our  directors  at  the  last  meeting  of  their 
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County  Association  and  all  seemed  to  favor  the  introduction  of  the 
school  savings  banks.  One  director  who  came  to  oppose,  admitted 
himself  a  convert  to  the  system  after  listening  to  the  discussion  of  the 
subject.  It  has  been  introduced  also  into  the  Williamson  Free  School 
of  Mechanical  Trades. 

Clifton  Heights,  Lansdowne  and  Swarthmore  have  doubled  their 
school  accommodations  by  the  erection  of  fine  additions  to  their  school 
houses.  These  improvements  were  made  necessary  by  a  largely  in- 
creased school  attendance. 

During  the  year  the  directors  of  Upland  called  for  specimens  of  pen- 
manship from  all  of  their  schools  at  the  close  of  each  month.  This 
action  resulted  in  marked  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  who 
were  much  encouraged  in  their  work  from  the  fact  that  the  directors 
took  this  means  of  showing  their  interest  in  the  progress  made  by 
them  from  month  to  month. 

The  Lansdowne  school  board  has  organized  its  library  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  June  28,  1895.  A  very  interest- 
ing public  exercise  was  held  at  the  time  of  the  formal  transfer. 

I  believe  our  school  authorities  are  doing  their  best  to  improve  the 
school  conditions  in  the  county  and  that  our  teachers  appreciate  the 
share  of  responsibility  which  they  must  of  necessity  assume. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


While  no  great  changes  in  management  or  method,  have  been  made 
during  the  year,  yet  a  general  review  of  the  work  accomplished  shows 
gratifying  results,  for  substantial  progress  has  been  made  along  all 
lines. 

Progress. 

As  evidence  of  growth,  we  submit  the  following  facts:  Elk  county 
has  steadily  increased  the  length  of  the  school  term  until,  there  is  not 
a  single  district  with  the  minimum  school  term  and  the  general  aver- 
age has  reached  seven  and  four-fifth  (7  4-5)  months.  While  for  sala- 
ries paid  our  county  ranks  with  the  foremost  in  the  State,  and  as  a  re- 
sult the  best  teachers  are  anxious  to  secure  and  hold  employment  in 
our  schools.  During  the  year  our  active  teaching  force  consisted  of 
thirty-six  per  cent.  Normal  or  college  graduates,  thirty-four  per  cent, 
holding  permanent  or  professional  certificates  and  most  of  the  residue 
teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  of  good  standing. 
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The  teachers,  who  by  persistent  effort  and  untiring  energy  worked 
their  way  to  a  higher  level,  have  been  usually  rewarded  by  tenure  of 
position  and  increase  in  salary;  yet  in  a  few  instances  persons  were 
engaged  without  consideration  of  their  general  fitness. 

Libraries. 

More  than  the  usual  activity  was  manifested  in  the  introduction 
or  extension  of  school  libraries  throughout  the  county  until  we  can 
point  with  pride  to  the  collections  in  some  of  our  graded  schools.  The 
literary  society  and  reading  club  is  connected  with  many  of  our  li- 
braries; this  plan  we  command  to  others,  so  that  the  useful  books  may 
be  read  with  profit  under  proper  guidance. 

Teachers  should  be  capable  to  guide  children  in  the  selection  of 
proper  reading;  with  this  end  in  view  we  have  examined  teachers  as 
to  the  number  and  kind  of  books  which  they  have  read. 

Consolidation. 

Where  distance  and  other  conditions  are  favorable,  graded  schools 
have  taken  the  place  of  two  or  more  single-room  schools  until  more 
than  one-half  of  our  teachers  work  in  graded  school  rooms.  There 
seems  to  be  a  general  desire  for  consolidation,  even  where  it  is  neces- 
sary to  transport  children  to  and  from  the  graded  schools. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  subject  from  the  two  fold  standpoint 
of  efficiency  of  instruction  and  economy  in  expenditure  of  money,  we 
commend  the  movement  especially,  where  there  are  small  single 
schools  not  too  far  distant  from  some  central  point.  It  is  clearly  evi- 
dent that  the  teaching  force  can  be  reduced  and  the  desire  of  every 
parent  be  gratified — that  of  giving  his  child  the  best  possible  educa- 
tion and  the  placing  of  all  children  on  an  American  footing  of  equal- 
ity, whether  they  live  in  country,  town  or  city. 

Patriotism. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  county  was  there  such  an  outward  ex- 
pression of  patriotism  shown  as  during  the  last  school  term.  Flag 
and  pole  raising  attended  with  appropriate  ceremony  was  the  general 
order  until  scarcely  a  school  could  be  found  without  an  emblem  of 
national  liberty. 

Institutes. 

County :  During  the  week  beginning  November  29,  the  annual  in- 
stitute was  held  at  Eidgway  and  it  was  easily  the  most  profitable  and 
interesting  session  held  during  our  incumbency. 

Local :  The  local  institute  is  now  a  fixed  agency  of  progress  in  our 
county.     Enthusiastic  meetings  were  held  in  every  part  of  the  county. 
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In  nearly  all  cases  they  consited  of  day  and  evening  sessions,  the  even- 
ing being  given  to  discussions  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  general 
public. 

Visitations. 

The  county  superintendent  made  two  or  more  visits  to  nearly  all 
schools  in  the  county  and  made  in  all  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
visits.  Never  have  the  teachers  showed  a  better  spirit  to  receive  and 
adapt  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  their  schools. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion  we  again  thank  the  teachers  and  directors  for  their 
co-operation  and  support,  the  press  for  assistance  and  encouragement, 
the  pupils  for  their  corteous  consideration,  the  patrons  for  their  in- 
terest and  hospitality  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
its  many  official  favors  and  suggestions. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Thomas  M.  Morrison. 


This  year  has  been  the  most  satisfactory  in  my  administration. 
With  the  one  fact  in  mind  that  the  only  real  permanent  improvement 
of  the  schools  must  come  through  the  teachers  themselves,  we  have 
endeavored  to  strengthen  our  list  by  reducing  the  number  of  teachers 
of  poor  scholarship  and  weak  executive  ability.  The  results  are  al- 
ready apparent.  The  growing  interest  of  patrons  and  citizens,  the  in- 
creasing appreciation  of  the  teachers'  institutes  and  the  seeking  on 
the  part  of  the  directors  in  many  localities  for  more  thoroughly 
trained  teachers  are  some  of  the  hopeful  signs  of  progress. 

Onr  annual  institute  was  held  in  Erie,  October  10-14.  Five  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  teachers  were  enrolled.  About  one  thousand 
people  were  in  attendance  daily.  The  instructors  were  O.  T.  Corson, 
Margaret  McCloskey,  James  R.  Burns,  Grace  E.  Stanton,  Lucia  E. 
Barney,  Inez  Shipman,  C.  A.  Peters,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Peters,  Byron  W.  King, 
M.  W.  Bennett  and  A.  D.  Colgrove. 

The  Directors'  Association  organized  in  1896,  held  its  third  annual 
meeting  on  Thursday,  October  13.  More  than  one  hundred  directors 
were  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  superintendents  of  Craw- 
ford and  Erie  counties,  R.  B.  Arters  of  Millvillage;  G-.  S.  Cannig  of 
Waterford,   and   others   on   the  topics,   "Consolidation   of   Country 


No.  5,  FAYETTE  COUNTY.  53 

Schools  and  "The  Township  High  School."  In  the  afternoon  the  as- 
sociation adjourned  to  the  auditorium  where  they  were  addressed 
by  Superintendent  O.  T.  Corson  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Rev.  Robert 
Stuart  McArthur  of  New  York. 

Besides  the  township  monthly  teachers'  meeting  seven  joint  insti- 
tutes were  held  which  were  productive  of  much  good.  The  Principals 
Round  Table  held  two  successful  meetings. 

Twelve  district  have  already  established  libraries.  Through  the 
beneficence  of  two  public  spirited  men,  John  Weiss  of  Mill  Creek  and 
Robert  Wilcox  of  Girard,  we  have  two  free  public  libraries  containing 
over  six  thousand  volumes. 

Greenfield  township  has  built  a  new  two-room  building  which  is 
to  serve  as  a  township  high  school  building.  We  now  have  eight 
township  high  schools. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  teachers,  patrons,  the  press  and  the  School 
Department  for  encouragement  and  help  to  advance  our  schools  to 
their  highest  efficiency. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— E.  F.  Porter. 


In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  annual  report,  I  have  but  little  to  add 
to  the  former  ones.  During  my  six  years  as  county  superintendent 
I  have  labored  with  an  eye  single  to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of 
the  public  schools  of  our  county,  and  am  happy  to  report,  that  with 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  our  directors  and  teachers,  progress  has 
been  made  along  many  lines;  but  there  remains  yet  much  to  be  done, 
in  order,  that  our  free  school  system  shall  reach  the  practical  end  for 
which  it  was  instituted.  We  believe  that  the  pressing  need  of  the  hour 
is  an  advance  in  teachers'  salaries.  But,  when  a  plea  for  higher  wages 
is  made,  instantly,  the  cry  is  raised,  ''Our  teachers  get  more  money 
now  than  they  earn."  This  objection  comes  from  those  who  are  op- 
pressed with  weak,  incompetent  teachers,  and  from  their  stand- 
point, there  seems  to  be  pretty  good  reason  in  their  argument,  but, 
these  objectors  do  not  comprehend  the  position  of  the  advocates  of 
higher  salaries.  We  agree,  at  once,  that  poor  teachers  are  already 
getting  two  much  pay,  for  they  are  dear  at  any  price.  What  we  want 
is  to  pay  more  money,  and  thereby,  get  better  teachers,  and  thus 
crowd  out  the  incompetent  ones  from  the  profession.  But  in  some 
places,  this  rule  is  reversed,  and  the  poor  teacher  is  forcing  the  strong 
one  out  of  the  school  room — because  of  the  meager  compensation 
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offered.  How  can  any  loving  father  or  philanthropic  citizen  weigh 
out  a  few  mills  of  school  tax  against  the  services  of  the  true,  faithful, 
well-equipped  teacher?  The  latter  is  doing  more  for  your  boys  and 
girls  than  all  the  other  f.orces  of  society  combined.  He  is  training 
them  for  future  usefulness  and  happiness — training  them  for  the 
home,  for  society,  for  the  nation — for  eternity ! 

Parents,  your  children  will  receive  a  richer  legacy,  under  the  train- 
ing of  a  faithful,  competent  teacher,  than  you  will  ever  be  able  to 
leave  them  in  the  way  of  a  few  paltry  dollars — saved  at  the  expense 
of  your  children's  immortal  minds.  Oh,  that  every  school  district  in 
the  "Old  Keystone"  would  advance  wages,  and  thus  secure  better 
qualified  teachers! 

Visitations. 

Sickness  in  my  own  family,  and  sickness  and  death  in  the  families 
of  near  relatives  retarded  my  visiting  this  year. 

County  Institute. 

The  forty-fourth  session  of  the  Fayette  County  Institute  was  a 
grand  success  in  point  of  attendance,  instruction  and  interest.  Day 
instructors:  Dr.  Clyde  Brown,  Athens,  Ohio;  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  Lima, 
Ohio;  Dr.  Jno.  C.  Willis,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.;  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Rounds, 
N.  Y. ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Noss,  California  Normal ;  Mrs.  Amelia  Donovan, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Prof.  R.  A.  Armstrong,  Morgantown,  W.  Va.;  Prof. 
H.  E.  Cogswell,  Binghampton,  N.  Y. 

Evening  Entertainments. 

John  Thomas  Concert  Company,  Hon.  Champ  Clark,  Rev.  Dr.  Frank 
Bristol,  Schubert  Glee  Club. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Uniontown, 
December  21.  The  attendance  was  good,  interest  deep,  and  live 
educational  topics  discussed.  The  association  is  rapidly  growing  in 
members,  attendance,  and  effectual  work.  The  December  meeting 
was  addressed  by  Rr.  Thos.  B.  Noss,  and  the  county  superintendent. 

Course  of  Study. 

Under  our  new  course  of  study,  there  graduated  this  year,  and  re- 
ceived their  diplomas,  nine  pupils. 

Conclusion. 

I  bespeak  for  my  successor,  Prof.  J.  S.  Carroll,  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  directors,  teachers  and  patrons.     The  kind  treatment  received 
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at  the  hands  of  the  good  people  of  Fayette  county,  and  the  pleasant 
official  relations  sustained  with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, during  my  two  terms  of  office,  will  continue  to  be  pleasant  remin- 
iscenses  till  life's  latest  hour. 


FOREST  COUNTY— E.  E.  Stitzinger. 


In  submitting  this,  my  third  annual  report,  I  feel  that  I  must  sum  up 
the  advancements  that  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  much  the 
usual  manner.  While  all  that  has  been  planned  has  not  been  ac- 
complished I  feel  that  the  work  of  the  year  generally  has  given  satis- 
faction. 

Since  my  last  report  the  school  term  has  been  lengthened  to  an 
average  of  seven  and  one-half  months. 

Five  new  school  houses  have  been  erected — three  in  Howe  town- 
ship, one  in  Jenks  township,  and  one,  which  is  a  model  for  a  one- 
room  building,  a  credit  to  those  who  had  charge  of  its  construction, 
and  an  inspiration  to  both  teacher  and  pupils  who  spend  their  time 
beneath  its  shelter,  in  Kingsby  township.  Much  also  has  been  done 
along  the  line  of  remodeling  school  buildings,  cleaning  up  and  beauti- 
fying school  grounds,  etc. 

The  Marienville  High  School  graduated  a  class  of  eight  students, 
and  the  Tionesta  High  School  a  class  of  five.  Each  of  these  schools 
closed  the  term  with  very  creditable  commencement  exercises — those 
of  Tionesta  were  rendered  entirely  by  local  talent,  with  a  sermon  by 
Rev.  R.  A.  Buzza;  those  of  Marienville  consisted  in  entertainment  by 
local  talent  together  with  a  lecture  and  a  sermon  by  Dr.  J.  Bell  Neff, 
and  a  lecture  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck  of  the  Department.  During  the 
year  the  Marienville  students  had  the  advantage  of  having  a  good 
"lecture  course,"  including  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Lamar,  entertainments 
by  the  Slayton  Jubilee  Singers  and  Prof.  Macy,  and  the  entertain- 
ments above  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  commencement  ex- 
ercises were  well  patronized.  The  surplus  proceeds  from  this  "Lec- 
ture Course" — over  one  hundred  dollars — was  used  in  purchasing  a 
library  for  the  school  which  now  numbers  about  four  hundred  volumes 
of  choice  literature.  Teachers  and  students  of  these  schools  alike  de- 
serve a  great  deal  of  commendation  for  the  energy  which  they  put  into 
their  work  in  order  that  they  might  achieve  success. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  better  qualified  teachers 
are  in  demand,  and  that  the  demand  is  being  supplied.     In  the  term 
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of  '96-'97,  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  held  the  higher 
grade  licenses — Normal  diplomas,  permanent  certificates,  and  profes- 
sional certificates;  in  the  term  of  '97-'98,  forty-one  per  cent,  of  the 
teachers  employed  were  similarly  qualified;  and  during  the  year  just 
completed  forty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  in  our  schools  were 
of  the  higher  grade.  This  shows  a  steady  increase  in  the  more  efficient 
teachers  both  in  experience  and  training.  Only  eighteen  of  our 
teachers  never  attended  a  Normal  School,  and  only  twelve  had  no 
previous  experience. 

In  all  except  three  districts  in  the  county  the  teachers  were  or- 
ganized and  carried  on  local  institute  work.  Nineteen  local  insti- 
tutes were  held  during  the  year,  and  the  teachers,  generally,  showed 
by  their  regular  attendance  and  the  active  part  they  took  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  educational  subjects,  that  they  were  up-to-date  and  in- 
terested in  their  work.  We  are  trusting  that  more  of  this  kind  of 
work  may  be  done  during  the  coming  year;  as  it  brings  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  progress  of  education  in  their  locality  nearer  to- 
gether, and  is  a  great  factor  in  helping  them  to  understand  each  other. 
It  also  helps  them  to  see  their  individual  duties  and  responsibilities 
in  connection  with  effective  school  work. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute,  as  usual,  was  the  crowning  educa- 
tional event  of  the  year.  It  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Tionesta 
and  was  a  grand  success  in  every  way,  but  financially — the  expenses 
exceeded  the  receipts  by  f 76.91.  Again  we  were  successful  in  the 
selection  of  our  institute  talent,  and  at  the  close  of  the  week,  the 
teachers  could  not  help  feeling  a  deeper  interest  in  their  work,  and 
that  their  work  of  placing  around  the  children  an  environment  that 
will  be  helpful  in  unfolding  and  developing  characters  that  will  make 
the  world  better  for  their  having  lived  in  it,  is  one  of  vast  significance. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Black  was  with  us  again  and  preached  the  "Tompkins 
Philosophy"  in  his  unique  and  interesting  manner.  Other  instructors 
were  Miss  Lelia  E.  Patridge,  Prof.  S.  G.  Smith,  Prof.  C.  E.  Bugh  and 
Dr.  Wm.  Hawley  Smith.  Lecturers,  Miss  Patridge,  Dr.  Smith,  Prof. 
Black  and  Dr.  J.  Bell  Neff.     Entertainers,  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette. 

Two  hundred  and  three  official  visits  to  the  schools  were  made  by 
the  superintendent,  often  accompanied  by  one  or  more  members  of  a 
school  board  or  by  patrons  of  the  schools. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held 
on  Wednesday  of  institute  week.  About  one-third  of  the  directors 
were  present.  They  were  addressed  by  the  superintendent,  Dr. 
Black  and  Dr.  Smith.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  advance  along  this 
line  of  work. 

The  committee  on  reading,  recommended  "Tompkins'  Philosophy 
of  Teaching"  for  professional  reading  during  the  year,  and  "Bob  Boy" 
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and  Hypatia  for  non-professional  reading.  A  few  periodicals  were 
also  recommended. 

Another  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  a  "course  of  study"  into 
the  district  schools.  This  attempt  was  successful  only  in  part.  The 
school  board  of  Greene  township  adopted  the  "Welch  System"  of 
grading,  their  course  of  study  and  classification  register.  The  results 
were  all  that  could  be  expected  during  the  first  year. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  render  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Depart- 
ment, the  press,  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  for  their  timely 
advice,  sympathy  and  assistance  in  pushing  forward  the  educational 
work  of  Forest  county,  and  in  the  interest  of  education,  I  invite  their 
hearty  co-operation  in  carrying  the  work  steadily  forward  during  the 
coming  year. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— W.  F.  Zumbro. 


While  it  is  true  that  there  has  been  nothing  specially  new  or  start- 
ling in  the  work  of  the  past  year  in  our  county,  yet  when  we  consult 
the  markings  on  the  educational  cyclometer,  we  notice  that  the  move- 
ment has  been  forward  and  not  backward.  There  has  been  no  retro- 
gression, and  we  can  report  a  successful  year's  work.  Perhaps  the 
progress  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  might  be  desired,  and  therefore  not 
so  noticeable  to  the  ordinary  observer,  but  when  we  look  into  the 
inner  workings  of  the  school  machinery  we  do  see  results  that  are 
encouraging.  There  are  forces  that  work  silently,  and  tendencies 
which  indicate  life  and  growth.  Chief  among  these  we  notice  a 
healthy  public  school  sentiment,  which  seems  to  become  stronger  with 
each  succeeding  school  year.  We  have  evidence  of  this  from  various 
sources.  Our  county  and  local  institutes  are  more  largely  attended, 
and  a  great  interest  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  those  who  do  attend. 
The  county  institute  was  a  decided  success,  not  merely  from  the  stand 
point  of  numbers,  but  more  particularly  from  the  enthusiasm  that  per- 
vaded the  very  atmosphere.  The  instruction  was  of  a  high  order,  and 
the  speakers  had  no  difficulty  in  holding  the  attention  of  the  large 
audiences  in  attendance  at  every  session.  The  local  institute  work 
of  the  year  was  very  well  done,  reflecting  credit  alike  on  the  various 
committees  which  had  the  work  in  charge,  and  upon  the  teachers  of 
the  various  districts  for  the  part  they  carried  out  so  well  on  the  pro- 
grammes. This  work  was  done  largely  by  local  talent;  in  but  one  or 
two  instances  were  the  speakers  from  abroad.  Dr.  Byron  W.  King 
gave  the  evening  entertainment  at  Lemaster,  and  the  net  proceeds 
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amounting  to  about  twenty-five  dollars  was  set  apart  as  a  special  local 
institute  fund. 

The  cyclometer,  also  shows  that  greater  care  and  concern  are  ex- 
ercised by  the  school  boards  in  the  selection  of  teachers.  The  senti- 
ment prevails  that  none  but  the  best  teachers  should  be  employed. 
We  have  ninety-eight  teachers  who  hold  Normal  School  diplomas, 
eighty-four  permanent  certificates,  forty-seven  professional  and 
eighty-eight  provisional.  In  six  of  the  districts,  namely:  Antrim, 
Greencastle,  Mercersburg,  Peters,  Southampton  and  Waynesboro,  em- 
bracing one  hundred  and  six  schools,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the 
schools  of  the  county,  there  are  but  four  teachers  employed  who  hold 
provisional  certificates.  The  number  of  teachers  in  the  county  how- 
ever, with  no  previous  experience  is  forty-one,  and  of  these  ten  are 
Normal  School  graduates.  There  were  engaged  thirty  teachers  who 
have  been  in  the  work  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  one  who  fin- 
ished his  fiftieth  term  last  year.  Our  young  teachers  are  deserving 
of  special  mention  and  praise  for  their  enthusiasm  and  for  the  good  re- 
sults that  attend  their  efforts.  They  are  zealous  and  studious,  and 
in  nearly  every  case  they  seek  to  improve  both  themselves  and  their 
work. 

The  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  is  growing  stronger  for  more 
graded  schools,  and  for  improvement  along  the  line  of  school  houses 
in  general.  We  have  now  but  nine  houses  in  the  county  not  supplied 
with  patent  furniture.  We  still  notice,  however,  that  there  are  in 
some  localities,  poor  black  boards  and  an  absence  of  window  shades. 
WTe  have  suggested  three  things  as  necessary  appliances  in  all  our 
schools,  viz:  Thermometers,  closed  water  cans  and  stove  shields.  Two 
of  our  districts,  Peters  and  Quincy  acted  on  this  suggestion  last  year, 
and  provided  these  things  for  their  schools. 

Four  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing districts:  Antrim,  Fannett,  Letterkenny  and  Quincy.  The 
house  erected  in  Antrim,  located  at  Middleburg,  is  a  two-room  brick 
building  on  the  cottage  style,  and  very  comfortable.  The  school  at 
Fairview  in  Quincy  district  has  been  graded. 

The  national  events  of  the  past  year  affordtd  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  the  teaching  of  that  one  great  school  lesson:  Patriotism. 
Flags  were  raised  over  a  great  many  school  houses,  and  on  all  these 
occasions,  patriotic  addresses  and  songs  were  the  order  of  exercises. 
Southampton  probably  took  the  lead  in  these  matters,  and  she  has 
now  few,  if  any,  school  houses  that  are  not  overshadowed  by  the  em- 
blem of  liberty. 

The  graded  system  is  now  fairly  and  firmly  established  in  our 
county,  and  it  has  greatly  improved  the  condition  of  our  county 
schools.  It  is  very  gratifying  that  so  many  of  the  young  people  who 
complete  the  course,  are  by  no  means  satisfied,  with  what  they  know, 
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but  that  they  seek  after  a  higher  education  in  our  Normal  Schools, 
our  preparatory  schools,  academies  and  colleges.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  fact  alone  ought  to  be  argument  sufficient  to  induce  our  people 
to  press  more  ardently  for  higher  grades  of  schools  than  we  now  have 
throughout  our  rural  districts.  Maarten  Maartens  relates  that  there 
was  once  a  man,  a  satirist,  who  was  constantly  demanding  something 
of  the  people  that  cost  them  their  hard-earned  dollars,  but  which  was 
intended  to  give  them  ample  returns  for  their  money.  At  length 
the  man's  friends  grew  tired  of  his  incessant  demands,  and  they  slew 
him;  then  they  gathered  around  the  dead  man's  body.  "This  man" 
said  they,  "treated  the  whole  world  as  a  foot  ball,  and  he  kicked  it." 
Whereupon  the  dead  man  began  to  shuffle  uneasily  first  on  one  knee, 
then  on  the  other,  he  raised  himself  to  his  full  height,  he  opened  his 
eyes — he  spoke,  "yes"  said  he,  "I  did  treat  the  whole  world  as  a  foot 
ball  and  I  kicked  it,  but  I  would  have  you  know,  it  was  always  toward 
the  goal."  Can  we  not  regard  our  present  public  school  system  as  a 
foot  ball?     Who  will  give  it  another  kick,  toward  the  goal? 

Now  just  a  word  as  to  the  new  conditions  which  face  us.  With 
a  minimum  school  term  of  seven  months,  may  we  not  hope  for  greater 
results  in  the  future.  With  the  cut  in  the  State  appropriation  staring 
us  in  the  face  we  sincerely  hope  that  teachers'  salaries  will  not  be 
made  to  suffer  in  the  interest  of  a  mistaken  economy.  If  we  must 
economize,  let  it  be  at  the  expense  of  somebody  other  than  the 
teachers.  Let  us,  if  need  be,  buy  fewer  globes  and  charts,  let  us  make 
an  effort  to  raise  the  revenues,  but  let  us  not  make  the  teachers  bear 
the  burden  of  increased  school  facilities.  Their  burdens  are  heavy 
enough  as  it  is,  and  their  salary  is  light. 

With  thanks  to  all  those  who  have  so  loyally  aided  me  in  my  work, 
and  especially  at  this  time  being  grateful  to  the  school  directors  of 
our  county  for  the  confidence  they  have  in  me,  and  for  the  honor  they 
have  conferred  upon  me,  as  it  was  expressed  in  their  action  in  tri-en- 
nial  convention  assembled,  I  look  hopefully  forward  to  another  term, 
with  ardent  desire  that  the  work  we  strive  to  do  may  be  well  done 
and  redound  to  the  very  best  interests  of  the  girls  and  boys  of  our 
county. 


FULTON  COUNTY— Clem  Chestnut. 


The  year  that  has  closed  has  not  witnessesed  the  great  improve- 
ment over  the  work  of  '98,  that  '98  made  over  '97.  Causes  were:  first, 
a  number  of  those  who  ranked  among  our  very  best  teachers  left  for 
positions  commanding  better  salaries;  second,  the  small-pox  scare,  or 
rather  craze,  closed  many  of  the  schools  for  a  time  and  they  did  not 
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recover  the  lost  ground  and  time  during  the  term.     Many  schools  not 
closed  were  terrorized  so  as  to  be  seriously  crippled. 

Again.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  there  are  patrons  who  are  continually  on 
the  lookout  for  an  excuse  for  keeping  children  at  home,  even  when 
they  have  no  use  for  their  services.  They  took  advantage  of  the  lax 
enforcement  of  attendance  law,  thus  crippling  their  schools. 

Such  parents  are  robbing  innocent  children,  and  at  the  same  time 
increasing  the  business  of  the  courts  and  the  poor  tax  for  the  next 
generation.  A  superintendent  may  do  all  in  his  power  to  build  up  his 
teachers  and  through  them  the  schools,  the  directors  may  choose  the 
best  they  can  as  teachers,  the  teachers  may  do  all  in  their  power  to 
improve  their  work,  and  yet  directors,  by  practically  ignoring  the  law 
governing  attendance,  or  by  a  helf  hearted  enforcement  of  the  same, 
together  with  ignorance,  carelessness,  stubborness,  and  prejudice  on 
the  part  of  patrons,  scattered  here  and  there,  can  lower  the  com- 
munity value  of  a  school  incalulably. 

There  has  been  a  wonderful  improvement  in  the  body  of  directors 
in  the  past  few  years,  but  as  a  body  they  are  too  much  afraid  of  pub- 
lic opinion.  They  should  all  have  the  back  bone  to  stand  ahead  of 
public  opinion,  not  want  to  follow  at  a  very  respectful  distance. 
There  are  some  splendid  exceptions  to  this  rule.  All  honor  to  such 
men. 

My  aim  has  been  to  build  up  a  class  of  professional  teachers  having 
the  ability  to  teach  and  the  zeal,  energy  and  determination  to  do  the 
work  and  to  do  it  well,  making  constant  improvement. 

The  cutting  out  of  applicants  has  been  merciless  to  the  applicants 
themselves,  at  present,  but  it  has  been  merciful  to  the  children  who 
attend  school.  This  has  been  my  steady  aim,  and  in  view  of  the  recent 
re-election  of  the  present  incumbent,  by  a  comfortable  majority 
backed  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  at  large,  the  same 
course  more  intensified  and  vigorous  will  be  continued  in  the  future. 
These  figures  will  throw  some  light  on  a  not  very  creditable  showing 
for  several  townships,  during  the  past  year. 
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It  will  readily  be  seen  that  some  make  it  not  State  aid  but  State  sup- 
port. In  the  face  of  all  this  Dublin  and  Tod  and  Ayr  and  Bethel  and 
Taylor  pay  disgracefully  low  salaries  for  the  chance  they  have,  and 
the  eventual  result  will  be  to  drive  many  of  the  best  teachers  else- 
where, instead  of  paying  the  best  salaries  they  can  and  trying  to  at- 
tract the  best  teachers  in  reach.  Licking  Creek,  Belfast,  Thompson, 
Union  and  Wells  have  been  doing  all  they  were  or  are  able,  reasona- 
ble to  do  lately,  and  we  hope  they  will  continue,  taking  only  forward 
steps.  In  spite  of  their  good  financial  condition,  and  very  low  tax 
rate,  Dublin  and  Tod  fail,  it  seems  to  me,  to  give  any  thing  like  justice 
to  a  portion  of  their  people  in  the  shape  of  reasonable  school  facili- 
ties. 

The  number  of  applicants  has  been  constantly  growing  smaller  and 
smaller,  and  the  thinning  process  will  be  applied  more  carefully  than 
before  during  coming  examinations. 

Quite  a  number  of  professionals  were  granted.  Some  will  say  too 
many.  When,  in  my  judgment,  they  win  or  deserve  one  I  issue  it.  1 
may  have  made  a  mistake  in  one  or  two,  but  several  should  have  been 
issued  a  year  or  two  before.  I  held  back  to  prove  them  and  their 
work.  No  professionals  will  be  renewed  next  year.  Each  holder 
must  win  a  permanent  or  go  back  to  a  provisional. 

Boards  should  not  adopt  any  books  without  consultation  with  teach- 
ers or  some  one  who  understands  the  needs  of  the  schools,  and  who 
understands  the  difference  between  a  good  practical  work  and  a  nui- 
sance. One  or  two  districts  were  victimized  by  a  smooth  agent  sell- 
ing them  a  Primary  history  that  is  worthless,  when  fine  books  could 
have  been  obtained  at  the  same  price.  Beware,  boards.  Consult 
with  your  teachers  regarding  adoption  of  books.  Get  the  best  for 
it  costs  no  more  than  the  worst. 

Every  house  should  be  cleaned  and  made  white  and  attractive  as 
possible  by  boards  before  school  opens,  instead  of  leaving  them,  as 
some  have  been,  so  black  and  dirty  that  pupils  cannot  see  on  a  cloudy 
day.  Several  teachers  have  papered  their  school  rooms  at  their  own 
expense  to  cover  the  grime  and  dirt  accumulated  on  the  walls  and 
ceiling  by  a  generation  of  neglect. 

All  houses  worth  a  coat  of  paint  should  be  painted.  It  is  bad  policy 
to  allow  houses  to  decay  because  of  carelessness. 

Every  school  should  have  a  large  dictionary,  and  every  one  could 
have,  easily,  two.  I  am  no  apostle  of  extravagance,  but  believe  that 
all  should  have  the  best  salaries,  buildings  and  equipment  that  they 
can  easily  afford. 

Spring  examinations  of  pupils  have  done  a  good  work  and  will  be 
continued.  Teachers  should  exercise  great  care  in  recommending 
pupils.  Had  hoped  to  place  a  small  library  in  each  school  during 
comingthree years  but  fear  seven  months  term  will  make  it  impossible. 
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Had  salary  increase  bill  been  signed  by  Governor,  I  should  have 
placed  library  in  each  at  my  own  expense.  This  is  impossible  under 
present  conditions.  No  other  agency  would  be  so  powerful  in  rous- 
ing universal  school  sentiment,  and  diffusing  general  intelligence  as 
libraries.  If  the  lawyers,  merchants,  county  officers  and  others  would 
join  in  a  supscription,  we  could  raise  the  money.  I  will  pay  my  share, 
see  to  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the  books,  knowing  that  it 
would  come  back  several  fold  to  every  business  man  who  would  sub- 
scribe. 

If  a  teacher  weighs  a  ton  he  or  she  will  exert  that  much  force.  If 
they  shall  weigh  only  fifty  pounds,  that  will  be  the  extent  of  influence. 
Let  us  close  up  teachers,  for  still  more  and  better  work  in  the  future. 
I  thank  the  teachers  as  a  body  for  their  unfailing  support  through  all 
the  past  years.  I  thank  every  director  who  has  done  or  tried  to  do 
his  duty  by  the  schools.  I  honor  those  directors  who  could  not  be 
bought,  I  pity  those  who  were  bought,  and  despise  forever 
the  men  who  bought  some  and  tried  to  buy  others.  In 
conclusion  I  thank  all  who  have  stood  by  the  cause  whether 
presented  by  me  or  not,  and  who  have  tried,  as  I  have,  to  do 
their  whole  duty. 


GREENE  COUNTY— J.  L.  Hopton. 


The  year  just  closed  was  one  of  great  prosperity  in  school  work. 

Our  teachers  seemed  inspired  with  a  determination  to  do  good 
work,  and  the  directors  displayed  more  than  usual  interest,  and  were 
very  successful  in  locating  the  teachers  in  the  different  districts,  so 
as  to  give  the  best  results  and  almost  universal  harmony  in  the  schools 
of  the  county. 

Educational  meetings  were  well  attended  by  directors,  pupils  and 
patrons. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  Waynesburg, 
and  was  conceded  to  be  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 

So  great  was  the  interest  manifested  the  house  was  not  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  eager  throng  during  the  day  sessions. 
The  lectures  were  also  well  attended. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  Buehrhle,  of  Lancaster;  Dr.  Bible,  Prof. 
Most,  of  Edinboro;  Prof.  Meisse,  of  California  State  Normal,  and  Dr. 
A.  B.  Miller,  of  Waynesburg. 

The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  concert  by  the  Park  sis- 
ters and  lectures  by  Rob't  Nourse,  John  R.  Clarke,  Conrad  Haney  and 
Mrs.  Lease. 
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One  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  our  schools  is  the  too  hasty  adop- 
tion of  text  books.  There  are  several  series  that  cannot  be  changed 
too  soon. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  tenure  of  office  of  the 
worthy  teacher  is  becoming  more  secure.  There  have  been  fewer 
changes  this  year  than  usual. 

Of  the  220  teachers  employed,  only  thirty-nine  had  no  experience  in 
the  work,  seventy  having  taught  more  than  five  years.  Twenty-two 
held  professional  and  thirty-two  permanent  certificates,  while  four- 
teen were  college  graduates. 

In  conclusion  of  this  brief  report  I  desire  to  return  my  most  hearty 
thanks  to  the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  throughout  the  county 
for  their  kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to  me,  and  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  counsel  and  advice  pertaining  to  the 
official  duties. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— S.  G.  Rudy. 


Another  schol  year  has  gone  into  history,  and  time  only  will  tell 
how  much  good  has  been  accomplished.  With  two  hundred  and 
thirty  schools  scattered  over  a  large  county,  it  is  not  within  the  ability 
of  any  man  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  each  and  every  school.  From 
all  that  could  be  gathered  directly  and  indirectly,  good  work  was  done 
as  a  rule.  The  educational  sentiment  of  the  county  was  never  bet- 
ter. This  was  manifested  especially  in  the  large  and  enthusiastic 
gatherings  at  educational  meetings  and  local  institutes.  In  all  twenty- 
two  local  institutes  and  six  educational  meetings  were  held  through- 
out the  county. 

The  graded  course  of  study  now  in  general  use  in  the  county  has 
done  much  to  systematize  the  work  and  create  a  more  salutary  educa- 
tional sentiment.  At  the  close  of  the  term  forty  pupils  took  the  re- 
quired examination,  and  thirty-five  of  these  were  found  proficient  in 
the  work  demanded,  and  were  given  handsome  diplomas  by  their  re- 
spective boards. 

Dublin  township  built  a  new  school  house  which  was  badly  needed. 

The  statistical  report  shows  an  enrollment  of  seven  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils,  about  the  same  as  last  year.  It 
ought  to  be  evident  that  this  large  army  of  children  should  have  the 
very  best  training  that  money  can  procure,  and  yet  it  is  too  often  the 
case  that  much  better  talent  could  be  secured  for  the  money  ex- 
pended.   While  the  State  appropriation  has  been  very  liberal,  the 
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salary  of  the  teacher  has  not  been  liberal  in  proportion.  Of  the  forty- 
four  (44)  districts  in  our  county,  twenty-four  of  them  received  last 
year  more  money  from  the  State  than  was  raised  by  local  taxation 
for  school  purposes.  In  several  districts  the  appropriation  was 
nearly  double  the  amount  raised  by  taxation.  How  can  we  hope  to 
secure  the  best  teaching  talent  when  we  are  not  willing  to  pay  the 
price  that  such  talent  demands? 

Not  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  school  libraries,  yet 
a  few  districts  have  made  commendable  progress  in  this  direction. 

The  county  institute  held  October  31,  to  November  4,  was  the  most 
satisfactory  in  awakening  a  deeper  educational  interest  than  any  we 
have  yet  held.  The  able  instructors  present  gave  much  that  was 
carried  away  and  will  prove  of  lasting  benefit. 

Alexandria,  Mt.  Union  and  Orbisonia  each  had  a  graduating  class 
from  its  high  school. 

It  has  been  our  custom  from  time  to  time  to  raise  the  standard  of 
both  the  provisional  and  the  professional  certificate.  As  a  rule,  the 
low  salaries  paid  has  been  a  decided  hindrance  to  this  part  of  the 
work,  yet  the  applicants  for  certificates  have  become  so  numerous 
that  a  higher  standard  seems  to  be  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  in- 
efficient and  poorly  qualified.  As  long  as  schools  are  granted  to  ap- 
plicants as  a  matter  of  favoritism,  more  stringent  measures  must  be 
adopted  by  the  superintendent,  if  we  are  to  have  the  best  teaching 
force  possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  importance  of  employ- 
ing the  best  teachers  to  be  had  is  so  great  that  it  should  be  kept  con- 
stantly before  the  minds  of  those  who  have  the  power  to  hire  teachers, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  bring  his  influence  to  bear  along 
this  line. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— A.  M.  Hammers. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  statistical  report 
for  the  school  year  just  ending,  and  with  it  this  supplementary  report 
suggesting  the  policy  pursued  during  the  nine  years  of  my  incumbency 
and  summarizing  what  has  been  accomplished. 

Nothing  sensational  has  been  inaugurated  or  encouraged,  but  in- 
stead every  effort  has  been  made  to  harmonize  and  systematize  the 
work  of  directors,  teachers  and  pupils,  thus  insuring  a  steady  and  per- 
manent growth  along  all  lines. 

A  first  means  to  this  end  was  the  organizing  of  the  Directors' 
Association  in  1892.     The  members  of  this  organization  have  met 
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annually  since  that  time  to  discuss  questions  relative  to  the  proper 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  at  each  meeting  they  have  been  ad- 
dressed by  educators  and  school  officials  of  both  State  and  National 
reputation.  As  a  logical  result,  the  different  districts  of  the  county 
have  been  brought  into  closer  touch,  local  prejudices  have  beeu  dis- 
pelled, and  directors  generally  have  gained  a  clearer  and  broader 
view  of  their  powers  and  responsibilities. 

The  marked  increase  in  the  efficiency  of  our  teachers  is  largely  at- 
tributable to  the  care  with  which  certificates  have  been  issued,  to 
close  supervision  of  their  work  in  the  school-room,  and  to  the  stim- 
ulating iniluences  of  our  county  institute.  The  means  enumerated 
are  too  important  to  be  passed  with  mere  mention,  or  to  be  discussed 
collectively,  hence  each  is  touched  upon  specially  in  the  order  named 
in  one  of  the  following  paragraphs. 

Accepting  as  a  fact  the  maxim,  "As  is  the  Teacher,  so  is  the  School," 
and  believing  that  an  individual  cannot  teach  what  he  does  not  know, 
thorough  scholarship  on  the  part  of  applicants  for  certificates  has  been 
made  one  of  the  prime  requisites.  Year  by  year  the  standard  of 
qualifications  has  been  made  higher,  and  year  by  year  only  those  who 
met  every  requirement  have  been  licensed  to  teach.  There  has  been 
no  discrimination  shown  and  no  bid  made  for  questionable  popularity 
by  guessing  at  results;  each  applicant  has  been  made  to  understand 
that  his  success  or  failure  depended  entirely  upon  himself  and  not 
upon  the  fear  or  favor  of  the  examiner.  It  may  be  that  such  an  exact- 
ing policy  is  not  necessary  elsewhere,  but  in  this  county,  with  but 
three  hundred  schools  and  from  two  to  three  times  that  number  of  per- 
sons wishing  to  teach,  no  other  course  will  insure  the  employment  of 
those  best  qualified.  During  the  time  covered  by  this  report,  4,185 
applicants  for  certificates  have  been  examined,  of  this  number  1,056 
(a  little  over  twenty-five  per  cent.)  have  been  rejected. 

Lack  of  railroad  facilities  interferes  seriously  in  this  county  with 
close  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  superintendent.  In  spite  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  way,  however,  a  determined  effort  has  been  made 
to  visit  all  the  schools  at  least  once  during. each  term.  This  year  all 
were  officially  visited  with  the  exception  of  eight,  and  a  few  were 
visited  the  second  time.  To  have  visited  each  school  annually  during 
my  term  of  office  would  have  required  a  total  of  2,591  visits.  The 
total  number  of  official  visits  actually  made  during  the  time  named  is 
2,564,  a  difference  of  only  twenty-seven,  or  a  deficit  of  three  for  each 
year. 

Our  county  institutes  have  done  much  for  our  schools;  first,  as  has 
been  said  by  their  stimulating  influence  upon  our  teachers;  and  sec- 
ondly, by  the  wide-spread  interest  they  have  aroused  on  the  part  of  the 
general  public.  They  are  looked  upon  as  the  great  educational  and 
social  event  of  the  year,  and  the  handling  of  the  immense  crowds  in 
5_5_99 
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daily  attendance  has  become  a  matter  requiring  considerable  atten- 
tion. These  meetings  have  not  been  made  popular  at  the  expense  of 
their  effectiveness,  on  the  contrary  every  programme  has  been  made 
with  special  reference  to  the  needs  of  our  schools.  The  secret  of  their 
popularity — if  there  be  any  secret — is  that  the  best  available  talent 
has  always  been  employed  regardless  of  every  other  consideration. 
In  view  of  this  fact  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  membership  fee  has 
been  asked  from  our  teachers,  the  entire  expenses  being  met  each  year 
by  the  county  appropriation  and  the  proceeds  of  the  lecture  course. 
According  to  the  latest  published  statistics  there  are  but  three  other 
counties  in  the  State  in  which  the  institute  expenses  are  met  in  this 
way. 

That  which  has  touched  directly  upon  the  work  of  the  pupils  of  our 
schools  is  the  graded  course  of  study  introduced  in  1891.  It  has  done 
all  and  more  than  was  ever  claimed  for  it.  There  has  been  no  effort 
to  make  its  use  obligatory,  hence  directors  have  not  been  advised  to 
adopt  it  formally,  but  for  all  that  it  has  so  grown  in  favor  that  it  is 
now  followed  more  or  less  closely  in  every  township  of  the  county. 
From  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  are  reported  for 
final  examination  each  year.  About  forty  per  cent,  of  those  examined 
fail  to  meet  the  requirements.  The  examinations  cover  the  course 
completely,  and  the  fact  that  only  those  pass  who  are  fully  prepared, 
insures  careful  and  thorough  work  during  the  term  on  the  part  of  both 
pupils  and  teacher. 

Another  feature  of  the  policy  pursued,  and  the  last  upon  which  I 
shall  touch  specially,  has  had  as  its  object  the  securing  and  the  main- 
taining of  the  intellibent  co-operation  of  the  patrons  of  our  schools. 
Among  other  things  which  have  contributed  to  this  end,  the  local  in- 
stitute and  "visitors'  day"  deserve  particular  mention.  Local  insti- 
tutes have  been  held  monthly  during  each  term  in  many  districts  of 
the  county,  and  in  others  special  meetings  have  been  held  from  time 
to  time.  These  have  all  been  largely  attended,  and  the  discussions 
have  done  much  to  broaden  the  views  of  the  ultra-conservative  and  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  use  of  what  is  newest  and  best  in  methods  and 
management.  "Visitors'  Day"  was  inaugurated  two  years  ago,  and 
the  idea  met  with  instant  and  hearty  approval.  Last  year  about  2,500 
persons  visited  the  schools  on  the  day  set  apart  for  its  observance,  and 
this  year  the  reports  from  the  different  districts  make  a  total  of  nearly 
3,000. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  submit  the  following  statistical  sum- 
mary: During  my  administration  the  number  of  schools  has  changed 
from  271  to  300;  39  school  houses  have  been  built,  56  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  new  furniture,  and  many  have  been  repaired,  painted 
and  furnished  with  slate  blackboards.  The  State  appropriation  has 
changed  from  $13,904.70  to  $47,345.65;  an  increase  of  $33,440.95  per 
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year.  In  striking  contrast  with  this  increase  in  the  appropriation 
is  the  decrease  in  the  wages  of  teachers.  The  average  salary  paid  in 
1890  was  |33.00;  for  the  year  ending  June  6, 1898  (the  latest  published 
statistics),  it  was  but  $31.63,  being  a  decrease  of  $1.37  per  month. 
The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  annually  has  not  varied  materially, 
the  average  being  10,980.  In  regularity  of  attendance  there  has  been 
a  gain  of  from  two  to  three  per  cent. 

In  retiring  from  office,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  all 
who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties.  In 
this  connection  the  press  of  the  county  deserves  special  mention.  Its 
columns  have  been  open  at  all  times  to  school  news  and  announce- 
ments, and  its  timely  utterances  have  done  much  to  create  and  main- 
tain a  healthy  educational  sentiment.  Last  but  not  least,  I  would 
make  special  acknowledgment  of  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  differ- 
ent members  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— R,  B.  Teitrick. 


In  education  as  in  government,  in  science  and  in  every  phase  of 
human  experience,  we  profit  by  looking  backward  as  well  as  forward ; 
and,  while  we  can  not  by  any  tabulated  statistics  represent  the  growth 
and  progress  with  which  our  educational  interests  were  carried  for- 
ward during  the  past  year,  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  this 
as  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  year's  efforts  in  our  history.  Teachers 
were  earnest  and  active  in  the  school-room  (with  many)  interest 
amounting  to  enthusiasm,  as  well  as  zealous  in  promoting  a  general 
school  sentiment  in  their  respective  districts.  Directors  and  citizens 
gave  more  encouragement  to  teachers  than  formerly  and  many  suc- 
cessful educational  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  county. 

Grading  and  Classifying. 

I  am  pleased  to  find  the  teachers  using  and  following  the  course  of 
study.  Each  pupil  (as  nearly  as  practicable)  has  his  proper  grade  and 
work.  This  grading,  with  the  "Reports"  which  give  the  grade  and 
standing  of  each  pupil  for  the  coming  year's  work  is  doing  an  incalcu- 
lable amount  of  good.  Ninety-four  applicants  for  graduation  were 
examined  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  fifty-one  diplomas  were 
granted. 
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County  Institute. 

The  annual  institute  was  the  largest,  most  interesting  and  most 
instructive  ever  held  in  this  county.  The  attendance  of  citizens  and 
directors  was  very  large.  .  On  Directors'  Day  every  district  except 
four  was  represented;  in  some  instances  the  entire  school  board  was 
present.  The  general  impression  made  by  the  superior  instructors, 
lecturers  and  entertainers  will  awaken  a  new  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  schools  and  create  a  healthier  educational  sentiment.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Miss  Anna 
Buckbee,  Prof.  J.  W.  Wilkinson,  Prof.  John  Ballentine  and  Prof.  Thos. 
L.  Gibson,  musical  director.  Evening  lectures  and  entertainments 
were  given  by  Anna  Buckbee,  Gen.  J.  B.  Gordon,  Thos.  Dixon  and  C. 
M.  Parker  concert  company. 

The  course  of  reading  adopted  for  the  teachers  of  the  county  is 
Tompkins'  Philosophy  of  Teaching  or  White's  Elements  of  Pedagogy. 
Education  by  Herbert  Spencer  and  Hughes'  How  to  Secure  and  Retain 
Attention. 

Patrons'  Day. 

Thursday,  December  15,  was  Patrons'  Day  in  the  schools  of  the 
county.  Very  gratifying  reports  have  been  received  relative  thereto. 
In  point  of  attendance  and  interest,  parents  and  patrons  gave  great 
encouragement  to  teachers,  pupils  and  superintendent. 

Improvements. 

Twelve  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  following  districts:  Beaver  and  Washington,  two  one- 
room  buildings  each.  Barnett,  Bell,  Perry  and  Snyder,  one  one-room 
building  each.  Henderson,  McCalmont  and  Winslow,  a  fine  two- 
story  four-room  building  each.  Winslow  built  a  one-room  building 
also.  These  houses  are  a  credit  to  the  districts  in  which  they  are  sit- 
uated and  to  the  directors  having  them  erected.  A  number  of  houses 
have  been  repainted  and  otherwise  repaired  and  improved.  Brock- 
wayville  and  Clayville  fitted  up  an  additional  room  in  their  respective 
building.  Punxsutawney  fitted  up  two  additional  rooms.  Polk 
replaced  all  old  furniture  in  all  of  the  schools  with  single  patent  desks. 
All  new  buildings  and  many  old  ones  throughout  the  county  were  fur- 
nished with  slate  black-boards.  The  enterprise  and  care  manifest  in 
conducting  school  matters  indicate  that  there  is  a  very  general  and 
almost  universal  disposition  on  the  part  of  directors  to  provide  com- 
fort and  the  best  advantages  possible  for  obtaining  an  education. 

Increase  of  Salaries. 

The  change  in  the  manner  of  distribution  of  the  State  apropriation 
increased  the  funds  of  nearlv  all  the  rural  districts. 
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The  following  districts  increased  the  salaries  of  their  teachers: 
Beaver,  Barnett,  Bell,  Corsica,  Henderson,  Perry,  Pinecreek,  King- 
gold  Rose,  Warsaw,  Worthville  and  Winslow. 

A  good  teacher  can  not  be  paid  too  well,  and  an  unsuccessful,  in- 
different teacher  is  dear  at  any  price. 

Terms  Lengthened. 

The  following  districts  lengthened  the  term  one  month:  Clover, 
Oliver,  Warsaw,  WTinslow.     McCalmont  two  months. 

Conclusion. 

Fully  recognizing  the  earnest  endeavors  of  conscientious,  progres- 
sive teachers  and  the  co-operation  and  personal  interest  of  directors 
and  patrons,  I  be-speak  your  continued  efforts  and  support  and  ex- 
tend my  thanks  to  the  clergy,  the  press  of  the  county,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  and  all  friends  of  educatioD,  and  enter  on 
the  work  of  another  year  with  renewed  courage,  hoping  for  increased 
and  more  marked  advancement  in  all  departments  of  our  work. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— Denny  M.  Marshall. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  my  sixth  and  last  annual 
report  of  the  public  schools  of  Juniata  county  to  report  another  pro- 
pressive  school  year.  That  there  remains  much  to  be  done  before  all 
our  schools  have  reached  the  high  standard  and  wide  scope  which 
our  more  progressive  people  wish  them  to  occupy  is  true.  But  in  as 
far  as  our  public  school  curriculum  extends,  our  schools  are  now  do- 
ing thorough  work.  We  have  been  confining  our  work  in  the  district 
schools  largely  to  the  common  school  branches.  A  majority  of  our 
teachers  are  qualified  to  teach  the  higher  branches,  but  in  an  ungraded 
school  we  believe  the  nine  common  school  branches  afford  plenty  of 
work  for  both  teacher  and  pupils.  While  along  with  this  work  it  has 
been  our  aim  to  instill  in  the  minds  of  the  boys  and  girls  a  sincerity 
of  thought  and  purpose,  and  assist  them  in  forming  such  principles  of 
character  that  will  develop  real  men  and  women.  The  public  school 
teacher  is  the  representative  of  intelligence,  refinement,  neatness, 
courtesy,  honesty  and  morality.  He  must  possess  the  virtues  from 
which  the  pupils  can  drawn  their  inspiration  for  a  successful  life. 
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Teachers/ 

Six  years  ago  I  found  in  our  teaching  corps  a  large  number  of 
teachers  possessing  the  necessary  qualifications  of  mind  and  heart 
to  do  efficient  work  in  the  school  room,  and  who  were  greatly  under 
paid  for  their  very  valuable  work.  While  I  am  pleased  to  say  to  my 
successor,  with  few  exceptions,  you  have  an  excellent  corps  of 
teachers  in  the  rural  districts  they  are  still  under  paid.  While  on 
the  other  hand,  I  found  a  few  who  had  neither  natural  nor  acquired 
qualifications  for  teachers,  and  of  course  were  greatly  over  paid.  It 
has  been  my  aim  to  rid  our  teaching  force  of  this  class  of  teachers,  but 
my  successor  will  still  find  a  few  teachers  ripe  for  the  pruning  knife. 
In  former  reports  I  have  mentioned  the  loss  Juniata  sustains  by  the 
annual  drain  of  our  best  teachers  to  counties  offering  higher  salaries 
and  longer  term.  Every  year  we  lose  good  efficient  teachers.  Di- 
rectors, it  is  to  be  deplored  that  so  many  teachers,  who  have  the  re- 
quisite qualifications  leave  our  county  for  more  lucrative  positions. 
We  earnestly  long  for  the  day  when  directors  will  so  appreciate  the 
services  of  a  competent  teacher  as  to  offer  him  just  inducements  to 
retain  them  in  our  county. 

Length  of  Term. 

Milford  increased  the  term  from  six  to  eight  months.  Fermanagh 
added  one  month  to  its  term.  This  increase  was  made  without  any 
reduction  in  the  salaries. 

Improvements. 

Two  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Tuscarora  and 
one  in  Delaware  township.  The  former  is  a  model  country  school 
house.  It  is  built  of  brick,  painted  outside,  and  finished  inside  with 
hard  wood;  it  is  fitted  out  with  improved  furniture,  and  is  in  every 
way  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  district.  This  house  replaces  the  one 
destroyed  by  fire  last  spring.  The  one  in  Delaware  is  a  fine  brick 
structure  with  a  slate  roof.  It  is  a  comfortable  and  substantial  build- 
ing, and  takes  the  place  of  the  only  frame  school  house  remaining  in 
the  township. 

Teachers'  Reading  Course. 

During  the  county  institute  of  1895,  a  committee  of  teachers  were 
appointed  to  recommend  a  systematic  reading  course  for  the  year. 
The  committee  recommended  White's  School  Management  and  Educa- 
tion Foundations.  We  have  since  had  on  our  reading  course  Painter's 
History  of  Education,  Halleck's  Psychology,  Brooke's  English  and 
American  Literature,  and  Historical  Stories  of  Pennsylvania  by  Drs. 
Brumbaugh  and  Walton.  These  works  we  believe  have  been  care- 
fully read  by  our  teachers. 
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Institutes. 

Our  county  institute  was,  as  usual,  held  Thanksgiving  week.  All 
the  teachers  but  one  were  enrolled.  Valuable  instruction  was  given 
by  Hon.  L.  D.  Bonebrake,  Drs.  C.  W.  Deane,  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  E.  W. 
Chubb,  A.  A.  Killian  and  Prof.  T.  D.  Gulp.  Evening  lecturers  were 
Hon.  L.  D.  Bonebrake,  Hon.  Geo.  R.  Wendling,  Drs.  C.  W.  Deane  and 
Chas.  T.  Steck,  aDd  an  evening  entertainment  by  the  Cecelia  Musical 
Club.  The  attendance  of  directors  was  larger  than  usual,  and  the 
usual  interest  was  maintained  by  the  general  public.  For  the  first 
time  the  honor  system  was  used  for  recording  attendance,  and  it 
proved  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

Eight  local  institutes  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers  were  held 
and  were  well  attended  by  directors  and  patrons  of  the  schools.  No 
better  agency  can  be  employed  to  create  interest  in  public  school 
work  and  sympathy  and  confidence  in  our  teachers. 

Death. 

I  am  sorry  to  report- the  death  of  A.  V.  Lesher,  teacher  of  Green- 
wood township.  In  his  death  the  profession  has  lost  a  very  promis- 
ing young  teacher,  the  district  a  model  young  man,  the  family  a  duti- 
ful sou. 

With  this  report  my  labors  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Juniata  county  cease.  The  work  of  the  past  six  years,  though 
laborious,  has  been  pleasant,  and  I  trust  profitable  to  the  schools  of 
the  county.  My  successor,  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner,  is  a  man  well  quali- 
fied by  successful  experience  in  school  work  for  the  duties  of  the  office. 
Prof.  Gortner  has  had  marked  success  as  principal  of  the  Mifflintown 
schools,  and  enjoys  the  highest  confidence  of  our  teachers  and  citizens. 
Under  his  supervision  the  public  schools  give  great  promise.  And 
now,  in  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  all  for  their  kind  assistance,  of 
whatever  character  it  may  have  been,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties.  I  hope  to  see  the  public  schools  of  Juniata  continue  to  pros- 
per and  become  second  to  none  in  the  State. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition 

of  the  schools  of  Lackawanna  county  for  the  year  ending  June,  1899. 

A  comparison  of  my  sixth  annual  statistical  report  with  those  previ- 
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ously  written  shows  that  educational  growth  in  Lackawanna  county 
is  slow  but  steady.  No  startling  advance  nor  any  serious  backward 
movements  have  occurred  during  the  last  six  years;  but  each  year 
has  shown  some  improvement  over  the  preceding  year.  While  mis- 
takes have  been  made  occasionally  in  some  of  our  districts,  nearly 
every  district  in  the  county  has  improved  its  buildings,  increased  the 
salaries  of  its  teachers  or  extended  the  annual  school  term  during  the 
period  mentioned.  Remembering  that  Lackawanna  is  the  youngest 
county  in  the  State,  we  believe  that  we  stand  very  well.  Only  ten 
counties  pay  a  higher  average  salary  than  our  teachers  receive,  and 
only  one  county  has  a  longer  average  term  of  school.  We  also  claim 
high  rank  in  the  number  of  trained  and  experienced  teachers  em- 
ployed. It  may  also  be  mentioned  that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
school  houses  erected  during  the  last  six  years  have  been  built  accord- 
ing to  modern  ideas  as  to  heat,  light  and  ventilation. 

A  large  majority  of  our  people  are  deeply  interested  in  the  public 
schools;  but  they  are  conservative  and  careful.  Each  advance  step  is 
thoroughly  considered  and  there  is  seldom  cause  for  retreat.  This  is 
wise.  Radical  and  frequent  changes  are  nowhere  more  injurious  and 
wasteful  than  in  an  educational  system.  But  when  this  conservatism 
extends  to  that  point  where  no  change  in  the  management  is  permitted 
for  a  series  of  years,  stagnation  ensues,  and  retrogression  begins. 
With  institutions  as  with  individuals  there  is  no  such  thing  as  stand- 
ing still.  Change  is  inevitable.  If  a  district  ceases  to  improve  its 
schools,  they  must  retrograde;  and  it  is  well  for  the  school  directors 
to  '"take  stock"  occasionally  of  the  improvements  they  have  made  in 
their  schools. 

County  Diplomas. 

We  continued  during  the  last  year  to  use  in  most  of  the  schools  the 
monthly  review  questions  based  on  the  Illinois  course  of  study.  On 
June  o,  a  final  examination  was  given  at  eight  centers  in  various  parts 
of  the  county,  each  conducted  by  a  township  or  borough  principal. 
Uniform  questions  were  used.  Two  hundred  and  seven  candidates 
were  examined,  155  in  common  branches  and  52  in  the  higher  course. 
Ninety-eight  candidates  received  diplomas  in  common  branches.  Nine 
students  had  completed  our  advanced  course  and  received  the  "County 
High  School"  diploma.  Our  high  school  class  for  next  year  will  con- 
tain about  forty  members. 

Professional  Work. 

Our  text  book  this  year  for  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates 
was  Taylor's  Child  Study.  During  the  preceding  five  years  teachers 
of  this  grade  has  studied  Hughe's  Mistakes  in  Teaching,  Fage's 
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Theory  and  Practice,  Quick's  Educational  Reformers,  and  Baldwin's 
School  Management — using  Quick  two  years. 

In  September,  1898,  a  class  was  formed  of  about  forty  teachers, 
each  of  whom  had  taught  at  least  five  years,  to  study  for  the  profes- 
sional examination.  In  addition  to  a  careful  review  of  common 
branches,  this  class  made  a  study  of  civil  government,  English  and 
American  Literature,  School  Management  and  History  of  Education. 
Five  all-day  meetings  of  the  class  were  held  by  the  superintendent, 
and  a  thorough  examination  in  the  above  named  subjects  was  held 
June  16  and  17.  Out  of  thirty-two  candidates  who  attended  this  ex- 
amination nineteen  passed  in  all  subjects  and  received  professional 
certificates,  to  the  others  provisionals  were  given.  The  work  of  this 
class  seemed  to  be  very  helpful  to  the  teachers,  and  it  will  probably 
be  continued  with  some  modifications  next  year.  Our  report  in  1894 
showed  150  teachers  employed  on  provisional  certificates  and  88 
teachers  holding  higher  grade  certificates.  Last  year  we  employed 
12G  teachers  on  provisional  and  151  on  higher  grade  papers.  In  other 
words,  in  1S94,  the  high  grade  teachers  were  37  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number,  while  in  1899  they  were  54  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  de- 
mand for  qualified  high  grade  teachers  was  never  so  great  as  now; 
and  many  of  our  school  directors  have  the  courage  and  manhood  to 
disregard  strong  local  pressure  and  to  hire  the  best  teachers  who  ap- 
ply for  their  schools. 

The  County  Institute. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Scranton,  the  week  of  October  31, 
and  was  called  successful  by  the  teachers  and  by  the  public  press. 
The  instructors  were,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Andrew  T.  Smith,  Prof. 
Francis  H.  Green,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogs- 
well. Others  who  assisted  were,  Eev.  Elkanah  Hully,  Supt.  Geo. 
Howell,  Supt.  D.  L.  Hower  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Bateson. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  largest  meeting  in  the  history  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  on  Wednesday,  November  2.  One  hundred  and  eight  directors 
were  enrolled.  They  were  addressed  by  State  Superintendent  Schaef- 
fer, Prof.  Francis  H.  Green  and  Supt.  Geo.  Howell.  The  new  officers 
elected  were  as  follows:  President,  Wm.  J.  Emery  of  Jefferson;  Vice 
Presidents,  Thomas  Donnelly  of  Olyphant;  Fred.  Kiefer  of  Dickson, 
and  Chas.  V.  Decker  of  Newton;  Secretary,  Edwin  Maclay  of  Blakely. 
The  new  officers  were  also  made  delegates  to  the  State  Director's  Asso- 
ciation and  all  attended  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Harrisburg,  March 
1  and  2. 
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Local  Institutes. 

Local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  at  Mayfield,  Jermyn,  Blak- 
ely,  Olyphant,  Dickson,  Jefferson,  Clark's  Summit,  Montdale,  Fleet- 
ville,  Greenfield  and  Taylor.  Most  of  these  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended and  in  several  cases  evening  sessions  were  held.  At  Olyphant 
it  was  estimated  that  more  than  700  persons  attended  the  evening  ses- 
sions. We  were  ably  assisted  in  these  meetings  by  Dr.  Geo.  Hull  of 
Millersville;  Prin.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  of  East  Stroudsburg;  Prof.  A.  B. 
Smith  of  Keystone  Academy;  Dr.  T.  J.  McConnon  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
and  Supt.  Howell  of  Scranton. 

School  Libraries. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  working  faithfully,  holding  entertain- 
ments, and  collecting  money  in  various  ways  to  build  up  our  school 
libraries.  But  although  they  are  generally  successful  in  their  ef- 
forts, the  results  fall  very  much  below  the  needs  of  our  schools.  The 
great  influence  of  good  literature  in  character  building  is  still  unap- 
preciated by  many  of  our  citizens.  The  law  authorizing  directors 
to  levy  a  library  tax  is  yet  a  dead  letter  with  us.  In  some  places  it  is 
even  debated  whether  a  library  is  a  good  thing  for  pupils  or  not! 

Attendance. 

The  results  of  the  compulsory  school  law  are  somewhat  disappoint- 
ing in  this  county.  The  reports  of  secretaries  of  the  several  districts 
show  a  total  enrollment  for  the  last  year  of  12,878  pupils.  The  total 
enrollment  for  the  preceding  year  was  12,743.  The  total  gain  for  the 
whole  county  is  only  135.  Fourteen  districts  show  a  loss  of  408 
pupils;  the  remaining  twenty  districts  show  a  gain  of  543  pupils  since 
1898.  The  most  surprising  fact  is  that  the  six  districts  reporting  the 
largest  losses  (Lackawanna,  131;  Blakely,  96;  Dickson,  39;  Mayfield, 
21;  Taylor,  21;  Olyphant,  19)  are  all  located  in  the  mining  region 
and  the  adult  population  is  steadily  increasing. 

About  Salaries. 

In  the  first  part  of  this  report  it  was  mentioned  that  only  ten  coun- 
ties in  the  State  pay  a  higher  average  salary  than  Lackawanna.  This 
statement  needs  explanation.  The  average  salary  is  obtained  by  aver- 
aging the  salaries  of  both  male  and  female  teachers  and  gives  a  gen- 
eral average  of  f  44.02  per  month.  But  when  we  consider  the  salaries 
of  female  teachers  alone  (and  more  than  four-fifths  of  our  teachers  are 
females),  we  find  it  to  be  $33  1-3;  and  that  Lackawanna,  instead  of  oc- 
cupying an  honorable  place  in  the  list  proportionate  to  her  wealth  and 
large  population,  stands  near  the  foot  of  the  class.     There  are  twenty- 
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seven  counties  in  the  State  that  pay  better  salaries  to  their  female 
teachers  than  we  do.  But  the  worst  is  not  told  yet:  There  are  21  dis- 
tricts in  this  county  that  pay  their  female  teachers  less  than  this 
average  salary  of  $33  1-3  and  in  some  cases  as  low  as  $25  per  month. 
That  such  salaries  are  a  perpetual  bar  to  the  educational  advance- 
ment of  those  districts  no  sane  person  can  doubt.  If  a  girl  teaches 
school  eight  months  of  the  year  at  $25  per  month  and  pays  $10  per 
month  for  board,  her  net  earnings  amount  to  $80  per  year,  which  is 
equal  to  an  income  $6  2-3  each  month.  In  other  words,  a  girl  who  does 
housework  at  $2  per  week  and  board  will  receive  $24  more  a  year  than 
this  teacher.  No  district  can  expect  to  retain  a  good  teacher  long  at 
such  a  salary.  These  districts  must  generally  employ  beginners  and 
those  who  have  failed  to  secure  positions  in  districts  where  better 
salaries  are  paid. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  uniformly  kind  treatment  and  valuable  assist- 
ance; to  the  representatives  of  the  public  press  of  this  county  for  the 
careful  and  full  reports  which  they  have  made  of  our  annual  insti- 
tutes and  other  educational  meetings;  to  the  teachers  of  the  county 
tor  their  hearty  co-operation  in  educational  work;  to  the  school  di- 
rectors for  their  renewed  expression  of  confidence  in  an  almost 
unanimous  re-election,  and  to  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the 
county  who  have  labored  with  me  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  common 
schools. 

I  enter  upon  this  third  term  of  office  counting  confidently  upon  the 
co-operation  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  schools,  and  hoping  that 
greater  advancement  will  be  made  during  the  next  three  years  than 
in  any  former  period  of  our  history. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


There  was  an  earnest  tone  to  the  school  work  of  the  county  during 
the  year.  In  some  directions  the  efforts  put  forth  amounted  to  en- 
thusiasm of  the  first  water,  while  in  other  lines  enough  interest  was 
shown  to  make  one  feel  that  the  schools  are  on  a  healthy  working 
basis.  The  feeling  that  neglect  of  the  schools  is  neglect  of  the  future 
was  given  more  and  more  prominence  in  the  mind  of  the  community. 
Upon  the  whole,  conditions  were  favorable  to  the  further  expansion 
of  our  school  interests.  The  items  of  salary  and  length  of  term  were 
not  disturbed,  and  the  school  houses  built  are  in  every  detail  of  com- 
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fort  and  completeness  among  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  county. 
The  grade  of  teaching  was  characterized  by  an  intelligent  effort  to 
make  the  atmosphere  of  school  work  sweet  and  inviting  to  the  child. 

Special  interest  was  taken  by  our  teachers  in  the  field  of  general 
literature.  As  a  class  they  have  always  been  diligent  readers  of  edu- 
cational papers  but  heretofore  the  general  reading  with  the  majority 
was  rather  limited.  For  some  years  there  was  a  gradual  widening  of 
the  horizon  on  this  line,  but  during  the  year  the  impulse  assumed  pro- 
portions which  indicate  that  our  teachers  are  fast  becoming  a  reading 
people.  The  new  life  that  is  bubbling  up  everywhere  in  the  educa- 
tional world  is  the  leaven  that  is  working  out  this  evolution.  The 
larger  view  gathered  from  this  source  will  enter  freely  into  the  in- 
struction of  the  school  and  tend  to  awaken  a  new  sense  of  pleasure 
in  its  duties.  The  full  mind  in  the  teacher's  chair  that  can  illustrate 
at  will  the  most  ordinary  text  until  it  seems  to  burst  with  the  wealth 
and  splendor  of  things  unfolded,  will  seldom  fail  to  fire  the  mind  on 
the  learner's  bench  with  ambition  to  read,  that  it  may  be  full  of  the 
beauty  and  marvel  of  the  world  environing. 

The  compulsory  school  law  to  which  there  were  some  ripples  of 
opposition  at  first  in  certain  sections  of  the  county  was  complied  with 
so  fully  and  freely  that  there  was  not  enough  voice  of  opposition  left 
to  produce  an  echo.  The  features  of  free  text  books  and  supplies 
which  were  received  at  first  with  a  tinge  of  prejudice  are  now  looked 
upon  as  economic  and  sensible.  The  districts  that  were  still  having 
only  a  six  month  term  were  wishing  for  a  longer  term  but  lacked  the 
moral  courage  to  go  faster  than  the  law.  With  them  it  is  an  unwrit- 
ten law  that  the  burden  and  responsibility  of  lengthening  the  term 
must  rest  upon  legislation  and  not  upon  the  school  board  of  the  dis- 
trict. Whenever  the  increase  comes  from  that  source  it  is  received 
as  being  all  right  inasmuch  as  it  has  the  sanction  of  State  law.  There  is 
some  compensation  in  receiving  things  in  the  right  spirit  even  if  others 
must  be  called  upon  to  do  it.  Eight  instead  of  seven  months  would 
have  been  better  for  the  minimum  term.  For  years  public  sentiment 
upon  the  length  of  the  school  year  has  been  ahead  of  the  law,  and  it 
might  have  had  a  salutary  effect  upon  some  of  our  timid  districts  if 
the  law  would  have  been  put  a  trifle  in  advance  of  public  thought. 
There  is  no  reason  why  in  a  great  social  problem  of  this  kind  the  law 
should  not  require  what  the  majority  of  districts  are  doing.  The 
question  of  ways  and  means  ultimately  forms  a  part  of  the  question 
of  education  and  is  involved  in  it.  The  purchasing  power  of  the  dollar 
is  born  in  the  mint  of  general  education. 

This  county  is  still  attempting  to  pay  salary  upon  the  principle  of 
individual  merit.  The  salary  is  fixed  and  graded  according  to  the 
mark  received  by  the  teacher  in  practice  of  teaching  from  the  county 
superintendent.     This  has  been  the  practice  ever  since  the  inaugura- 
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tion  of  the  county  superintendency  in  '54.  Who  is  responsible  for  the 
introduction  of  a  system  so  anomalous  is  not  now  important.  The 
main  point  is  how  to  eliminate  it  from  the  administration  of  our 
schools.  For  two  successive  years  our  directors  in  their  annual  meet- 
ing have  condemned  the  plan  by  resolution  and  yet  thus  far  only  a  few 
districts  have  adopted  the  more  liberal  and  intelligent  rule  of  paying 
a  fixed  and  uniform  salary.  The  barriers  of  tradition  are  hard  to 
break  down  but  in  the  not  distant  future  this  county  will  discontinue 
the  humiliating  practice  of  dealing  with  teachers  upon  the  question 
of  salary  as  though  they  were  children  who  will  not  do  their  best  un- 
less they  are  promised  the  bauble  of  a  premium. 

Agencies  to  promote  educational  work  were  not  wanting  in  the 
county.  The  forty-seventh  meeting  of  the  county  institute  and  the 
fourteenth  session  of  the  ten  local  institutes  were  all  suggestive  of 
much  that  was  helpful  in  their  respective  lines.  The  old  monthly 
district  institue  of  our  fathers  was  revived  in  seven  or  eight  dis- 
tricts and  became  quite  an  active  factor  in  quickening  school  interests. 
Three  townships  held  educational  rallies  for  the  purpose  of  discus- 
sing the  sphere  of  the  rural  high  school  and  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing it.  The  Directors'  Institute  which  has  been  held  the  past  three 
years  at  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School  was  the  largest,  the 
most  enthusiastic  and  fruitful  meting  ever  held  by  that  body.  These 
meetings  are  growing  in  popularity  and  are  opening  the  way  for  greater 
uniformity  in  school  facilities.  The  high  school  principals  contrib- 
uted their  share  to  improve  the  schools.  Four  all  day  meetings  in 
different  parts  of  the  county  were  held  by  them.  In  the  afternoon  a 
popular  programme  was  given  in  which  the  principal  theme  was  the 
high  school  question.  Men  from  a  distance  who  speak  with  authority 
upon  this  ubject  were  present  by  invitation  and  delivered  addresses. 
The  annual  course  in  reading  arranged  by  a  committee  of  teachers 
during  the  week  of  county  institute  has  been  of  material  aid  to  the 
younger  teachers  in  mapping  out  for  them  a  definite  line  of  study. 

Another  agency  that  aroused  considerable  interest  in  its  special 
field  is  the  Teachers'  Natural  Science  Club.  Under  its  auspices  two 
public  meetings  were  held.  Specimens  of  plants,  seeds,  local  butter- 
flies, beetles  and  other  insects,  and  bird  life  from  the  home  neighbor- 
hood were  exhibted.  The  club  made  trips  to  various  parts  of  the 
county  for  the  purpose  of  studying  life  from  the  great  text  of  nature. 
The  teachers  under  whose  leadership  the  work  is  done  have  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  true  student  of  science  and  are  doing  most  excellent 
field  work.  The  membership  is  active  and  under  its  influence  a  deeper 
interest  will  be  created  in  our  schools  in  the  subject  of  nature  study. 
The  standing  committees  on  local  history,  school  library,  and  school 
sanitation  have  also  contributed  more  or  less  materially  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  our  educational  interests.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
Saturdays  about  the  Christmas  holidays  every  Saturday  was  occupied 
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with  an  educational  meeting  or  two  from  the  latter  part  of  September 
until  the  latter  part  of  March.  Evening  meetings  were  held  in  many 
sections  of  the  county  throughout  the  term. 

Some  years  ago  the  young  people  of  our  schools  were  asked  to  form 
what  was  called  an  Arbor  Day  League.  The  object  of  the  movement 
as  set  forth  in  the  name  was  to  give  greater  emphasis  to  tree  planting. 
At  first  the  idea  was  received  with  favor  and  a  number  of  pupils  were 
enrolled  and  given  cards  of  mebership;  but  gradually  the  spirit  of  sup- 
port grew  lukewarm  and  to  day  the  organization  has  only  a  nominal 
existence.  An  effort  will  be  made  in  the  near  future  to  revive  the 
scheme  and  unless  all  signs  fail  it  will  receive  the  support  of  a  large 
and  active  membership.  The  schools  are  doing  much  directly  and 
through  the  moral  effect  of  the  regular  lessons  to  impress  the  children 
with  the  beauty  of  the  trees  and  their  significance  in  the  economy  of 
life.  Under  the  impetus  of  this  training,  trees  will  be  planted  in 
future  with  the  diligence  of  the  thrifty  husbandman. 

It  seems  strange  that  the  present  generation  does  not  appear  to 
understand  this  matter  sufficiently  well  at  least  to  overcome  its  spirit 
of  indifference  and  in  many  cases  of  neglect.  No  doubt  the  fact  is 
appreciated  in  some  measure  but  the  opportunity  is  not  improved.  At 
least  one  must  come  to  this  conclusion  when  he  recalls  that  this 
county  has  school  yards  that  have  no  trees  in  them  and  no  fences  to 
protect  trees  when  planted.  There  is  room  under  a  system  of  wise 
planting  that  pays  due  regard  to  the  health  of  the  child  for  ten  thou 
sand  trees  more  upon  the  school  grounds  of  the  county.  Who  wiU 
plant  them?  When  will  they  be  planted?  What  argument  is  needed 
to  convince  people  indifferent  upon  the  point  of  improving  school 
grounds  that  such  neglect  is  depriving  the  children  of  an  inalienable 
right;  that  negligence  in  this  matter  in  these  closing  days  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  is  a  crime  against  society  and  the  child's  future;  that 
want  of  concern  upon  this  point  is  the  sin  of  omission  against  the 
child  since  it  robs  him  of  the  influences  and  inspiration  of  beautiful 
and  cheerful  surroundings  that  flow  into  his  young  life  as  so  many 
silent  forces  to  be  fashioned  by  and  by  into  the  resonant  spiritual 
fiber  of  true  manhood.  Even  in  a  purely  commercial  sense  will  the 
child  not  lose  in  business  capacity,  in  earning  power  later  in  life,  if 
deprived  of  living  in  a  rich  refined  and  suggestive  environment? 


LAWKENCE  COUNTY— Thomas  M.  Stewart. 


No  marked  changes  hrave  occurred  during  the  past  year  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  school  affairs  of  the  county.  There  are,  however, 
evidences  of  progress  and  improved  conditions  that  are  encouraging 
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to  the  friends  of  the  schools.  A  commendable  increase  was  made  in 
the  length  of  the  annual  school  term.  Four  districts  had  a  term  of 
eight  months;  one  district  had  a  term  of  seven  and  one-half  months; 
seventeen  districts  had  a  term  of  seven  months;  one  district,  only  had 
less  than  seven  months  and  in  this  district  the  term  was  six  and  three- 
fourth  months.  A  comparison  of  the  term  for  the  year  preceding 
shows  that  it  was  increased  in  one-third  of  the  districts  during  the 
past  year.  The  directors  had  wisely  provided  for  an  annual  school 
term  of  seven  months  or  more  in  all  the  districts  of  the  county  with 
one  exception  before  the  enactment  of  the  recent  law  changing  the 
minimum  term  from  six  to  seven  months.  The  provisions  of  this  law 
will  be  cheerfully  accepted  and  complied  with  by  patrons,  school  of- 
ficers, and  others  who  are  interested  in  the  improvement  and  effici- 
ency of  the  public  schools. 

The  increase  in  the  wages  of  teachers  in  a  number  of  districts  is  an 
encouraging  and  substantial  evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered. 

New  school  houses  were  built  in  Neshannock,  Pulaski,  Shenango 
and  Wayne  townships.  Improvements  were  made  in  the  school 
houses  of  other  districts.  A  judicious  oversight,  on  the  part  of  the 
directors,  will  suggest  to  them  the  necessity  of  additional  improve- 
ments during  the  coming  year. 

An  awakened  public  sentiment,  which  is  manif rating  itself  in 
various  ways,  is  doing  much  to  stimulate  a  growing  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  schools.  The  beneficial  results  of  the  county  and  local 
institutes  are  becoming  more  apparent  every  year.  The  county  in- 
stitute was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Castle,  October  3-7, 1898.  All  the 
teachers  were  present  with  one  unavoidable  exception.  Instruction 
was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion; Prof.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion; Prof.  O.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Hon.  James  R.  Burns,  of 
Erie  City,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  Philadelphia.  The  lecturers 
were  Col.  George  W.  Bain  and  Wallace  Bruce.  An  entertainment 
was  given  by  the  C.  M.  Parker  Concert  Company.  The  musical  in- 
struction was  in  charge  of  Prof.  W.  H.  Young,  of  New  Castle,  with 
Mrs.  Amelia  Donovan,  of  Pittsburgh,  soloist.  A  most  interesting  and 
successful  educational  meeting,  in  connection  with  the  institute,  was 
held  on  Thursday  afternoon  which  was  set  apart  as  "Directors'  Day." 
Teachers,  directors  and  all  who  were  present  were  highly  pleased  with 
the  able  and  scholarly  addresses  made  by  Profs.  Schaeffer,  Houck, 
Corson  and  Burns.  The  institute  was  a  gratifying  success  in  every 
particular. 

Local  institutes,  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers,  continue  to  at- 
tract large  audiences  whenever  the  meetings  are  held.  The  institutes 
are  becoming  a  potent  factor  in  the  work  of  the  schools  and  under  dis- 


80  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

creet  control  will  do  much  to  create  a  good  educational  sentiment  in 
the  community.  The  true  purpose  of  the  school  and  its  legitimate 
work  are  not  always  rightly  understood  and  properly  appreciated. 
School  privileges  are  sometimes  regarded  with  indifference  even  by 
parents  themselves  whose  chief  concern  ought  to  be  the  welfare  of 
their  children.  .  District  meetings  of  an  educational  character,  in 
which  the  people  are  interested,  will  give  an  opportunity  to  emphasize 
the  work  and  needs  of  the  schools.  It  is  a  healthful  sign  when  the 
patrons  are  aroused  to  active  and  wise  co-operation  in  the  interest  of 
education.  Irregular  attendance,  on  the  part  of  the  children,  is  too 
often  caused  by  indifference  and  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
patrons.  To  the  same  cause  may  be  attributed  inadequate  school  ac- 
commodations and  inefficient  school  facilities.  These  and  like  de- 
fects and  hindrances  may  be  partially  remedied  or  removed  through 
the  wisely  directed  agency  of  the  district  institute. 

A- pleasant  duty  in  connection  with  the  superintendency  is  the 
visitation  of  the  schools.  All  were  visited  once  during  the  year  and 
some  of  them  the  second  time,  making  over  two  hundred  official  visits. 
The  labor  required  to  perform  this  duty  is  lightened  by  the  congenial 
associations  of  the  school  room  especially  when  the  schools  are  in 
charge  of  capable  teachers  who  have  the  power  to  govern  well  and  to 
teach  properly.  The  visits  made  by  the  directors  were  more  frequent 
than  heretofore  in  some  districts.  As  a  result  of  the  interest  shown 
in  this  way  both  teachers  and  pupils  were  pleased  and  benefited. 
Parents  too  were  not  unmindful  of  the  schools;  their  visits  are  always 
welcomed  and  appreciated  by  teachers  and  pupils.  The  school  itself 
ought  to  be  interesting  enough  to  attract  patrons  and  school  officers 
even  if  duty  did  not  require  their  occasional  presence  in  the  school 
room.  The  school  may,  in  an  important  sense,  offer  a  most  impressive 
lesson  to  all  who  are  connected  with  it.  Here  are  exhibited  all  the 
traits  of  childhood.  Order,  system,  obedience,  cheerfulness  and 
truthfulness  are  making  their  impressions  in  the  school  as  no  where 
else.  The  knowledge  here  imparted  and  acquired,  the  admonitions 
given  and  received,  and  the  discipline  emphasized  and  enforced  all 
have  their  place  in  the  training  and  eduction  of  the  children.  The 
awakening  of  the  mind  to  a  realization  of  its  powers,  the  development 
of  the  intellect  and  the  training  of  the  will  are  phases  of  education 
with  which  the  teachers  must  deal.  All  of  these  are  closely  related  to 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  but  the  successful  teacher  must  be  more 
than  an  instructor  in  the  school  room.  Children  are  imitative  and 
with  them  example  is  more  effective  than  precept.  Teachers  are  un- 
consciously molding  character  and  shaping  destiny.  Scholastic  at- 
tainments are  not,  therefore,  the  sole  qualifications  which  a  teacher 
must  possess.  He  must  be  skilful  in  imparting  instruction  and  dis- 
creet in  governing,  but  better  than  all  it  is  to  exemplify  in  thought, 


No.  5.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY.  81 

speech  and  action  the  ennobling  traits  of  true  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  toward  procuring  school  libraries  in 
several  districts.  The  schools  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  do  much 
more  in  this  direction.  A  judicious  expenditure  of  funds  for  good 
books  will  well  repay  the  purchasers  and  help  to  stimulate  the  read- 
ing habit  of  the  children.  The  community,  as  well  as  the  schools,  will 
profit  by  having  the  benefit  of  a  well  selected  collection  of  books  ac- 
cessible to  the  children.  Money  expended  for  costly  apparatus  could 
be  used  to  better  advantage  for  school  libraries  and  with  greater  pro- 
fit to  the  district  from  every  point  of  view. 

The  directors  would  be  encouraged  to  do  more  for  the  schools  if  the 
patrons  generally  were  to  give  them  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation 
in  their  efforts  to  make  the  schools  more  efficient.  Progress  in  school 
affairs  ought  to  keep  pace  with  the  improved  conditions  in  other  fields. 
Sound  business  principles,  experience  and  capacity  for  service  govern 
the  selection  of  competent  men  and  women  in  other  spheres  of  action, 
but  too  often  the  schools  are  operated  to  their  own  detriment  on  a  very 
different  basis.  The  retention  of  experienced  and  trusted  employes  in 
business  positions  is  regarded  as  absolutely  necessary  to  success.  In 
school  affairs  which  are  of  vastly  greater  importance  and  interest  to 
all  the  people,  the  rotation  policy  seems  to  govern.  The  rewards  of 
faithful  and  honest  service  earned  and  merited  by  teachers  are  too 
often  the  exception  and  not  the  rule.  If  business  principles  could  be 
applied  in  the  selection  and  retention  of  teachers,  better  results  would 
undoubtedly  follow.  The  standard  of  qualifications  in  the  teaching 
force  of  the  county  cannot  be  advanced  with  any  degree  of  permanency 
without  a  proper  and  just  recognition  of  the  ability  and  success  of  the 
persons  employed.  To  displace  good  teachers  every  year  without  a 
reasonable  cause  retards  the  progress  of  education  very  materially 
and  is  an  injustice  to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

There  is  much  to  commend  in  the  year's  work  which  in  the  main 
has  been  satisfactory.  The  coming  year  it  is  hoped  will  be  even  more 
successful.  The  spirit  of  improvement  which  prevails  will  stimulate 
to  greater  activity  the  factors  employed:  Directors  will  be  faithful  to 
their  trust  and  loyal  to  duty;  teachers  will  express  their  thoughfulness 
and  zeal  in  the  efficiency  of  their  work.  The  children  wil  be  well  de- 
ported, industrious  and  attentive,  and  the  patrons  will  contiuue  to 
be  cordial  and  liberal  in  their  support. 

To  the  newspapers  of  the  county  the  thanks  of  school  officers,  teach- 
ers and  patrons  are  due  for  valuable  services  rendered  in  the  cause  of 
education  during  the  year. 
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LEBANON  COUNTY— Jno.  W.  Snoke. 


A  continuation  of  improvement  and  progress  in  the  school  work  of 
this  county  can  rightfully  be  claimed  by  school  authorities.  Noble, 
earnest,  judicious  and  self-sacrificing  efforts  have  everywhere  been 
productive  of  excellent  results.  In  behalf  of  nearly  all  our  teachers 
and  directors  I  can  truthfully  say  they  have  done  their  best.  In  every 
community  throughout  the  county  the  professional  man,  the  leading 
mechanic,  the  foremost  farmer  have  been  chosen  to  fill  the  responsi- 
ble office  of  school  director,  and  school  interests  have  been  managed 
with  tact  and  business  sagacity.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  with  us  the 
office  of  school  director  is  guarded  at  the  polls  with  a  vigilance  that  is 
highly  commendable,  the  electors  and  the  elected  alike  recognizing  it 
.  as  one  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  broad  current  of  education  marches  very  slowly.  The  progress 
made  during  succeeding  years  is  slow  compared  with  that  made  in  the 
industrial  and  commercial  world.  We  have  always  been  concerned 
about  the  character  of  the  progress  made  rather  than  about  the 
amount  of  it  made.  Progress  in  school  work  should  always  be  sub- 
stantial, thereby  furnishing  a  basis  broad  and  strong  upon  which  to 
make  future  progress. 

As  a  body  of  workers  our  teachers  are  devoted,  enthusiastic  and 
progressive.  The  majority  of  them  are  keeping  pace  with  the  spirit 
of  the  times,  not  only  in  a  careful  and  systematic  study  of  the  branches 
taught,  but  in  the  application  of  improved  methods  of  teaching  as 
well.  Many  of  our  younger  teachers  do  exceedingly  well,  while  some, 
who  have  both  years  and  experience  on  their  side  have  profited  little 
by  their  experience  and  have  reached  the  "dead  line"  in  the  profession. 
A  few  of  our  teachers  have  neither  natural  fitness  nor  acquired  ability 
for  teaching.  These  should  at  once  abandon  their  work,  because  the 
responsibility  of  the  teacher  is  too  great  in  its  consequences  to  be 
done  by  anyone  wanting  in  adaptability  and  fitness  for  the  work. 

The  number  of  professionally  trained  teachers  is  steadily  increas- 
ing. Of  the  two  hundred  and  nineteen  teachers  employed  in  the 
county,  sixty  are  graduates  of  State  Normal  schools.  These  are  nine 
more  than  were  employed  last  year  and  the  largest  number  ever  em- 
ployed in  the  county.  As  a  class  they  do  the  best  work.  That  a  man 
who  is  a  graduate  of  a  Normal  school  is  invariably  a  successful  teacher 
does,  however,  not  always  prove  to  be  so.  Among  our  worst  failures 
in  school  room  work  were  graduates  of  Normal  schools  of  whom  the 
patrons  have  a  right  to  expect  good  work.     Are  the  Normal  Schools 
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to  be  blamed  for  these  failures?  In  part,  some  of  them  are.  There 
are  young  men  and  women  graduated  from  these  schools  whose  know- 
ledge, and  especially  of  the  common  school  branches,  is  shallow  and 
inadequate.  Applicants  for  the  provisional  certificate  who  were  re- 
jected by  the  county  superintendent,  and  who  had  never  studied  any 
of  the  higher  branches,  graduated  from  State  Normal  Schools  in  less 
than  two  years.  Here  the  fact  is  evident  that  neither  academic  nor 
professional  training  was  thorough.  I  know  young  men  whose  prim- 
ary consideration  in  completing  a  Normal  School  course  was  to 
evade  the  superintendent's  examination.  While  the  superintendents 
are  from  year  to  year  demanding  more  of  applicants  for  the  provi- 
sional certificate,  should  some  of  the  Normal  Schools  not  do  likewise 
and  be  more  rigid  in  their  requirements? 

There  was  no  noteworthy  increase  in  the  teachers'  salary.  In  sev- 
eral districts  there  was  a  slight  decrease.  In  the  majority  of  districts 
fair  salaries  are  paid  as  our  statistical  report  shows.  In  nearly  every 
district  teachers  are  paid  the  same  salaries  irrespective  of  grade.  The 
pernicious  practice  of  employing  the  least  experienced  teachers  in  the 
primary  grades  and  paying  them  less  salary  than  those  in  other  grades 
is  in  vogue  in  only  a  few  of  our  districts.  I  have  always  urged  directors 
to  be  especially  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers  for  primary  grades. 
There  is  no  other  grade  that  demands  more  experience,  more  com- 
petency and  more  adaptability.  No  teacher  can  become  too  learned 
or  skillful  to  develop  the  unfolding  mind  of  a  child  in  the  first  years  of 
school  life,  when  lasting  impressions  are  so  readily  made  and  so  easily 
retained.  These  strong  teachers  can  not  be  procured  and  kept  in  ser- 
vice without  due  compensation. 

The  term  has  been  increased  from  six  and  one-half  to  seven  months 
in  Jackson  district.  In  two  districts  the  term  has  been  six  and  one- 
half  months  and  in  four,  six  months,  while  in  all  the  others  it  has  been 
from  seven  to  nine  months.  Since  the  schools  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  it  is  quite  evident  that  they  are  what  the  people  of  a  community 
desire  them  to  be.  Here  the  fact  becomes  obvious  that  no  small  part 
of  the  work  of  the  directors,  teachers  and  superintendent  is  to  raise 
the  educational  sentiment,  where  it  is  at  low  water  mark,  to  a  higher 
plane.  Indeed,  much  may  be  done  in  this  direction  through  the  local 
institute  and  the  personal  influence  of  teachers  and  school  officials. 
Looking  over  the  tax  rate  one  would  at  once  infer  that  the  term  might 
be  longer  without  overburdening  the  taxpayers.  Our  rate  for  school 
purposes  has  ranged  from  one  mill  to  five  and  one-half  mills.  In 
seven  districts  the  rate  has  been  less  than  two  mills;  in  six,  less  than 
three  mills;  in  two  it  has  been  four  mills  and  in  one  it  has  been  five 
and  one-half  mills.  However,  the  rate  of  tax  is  no  criterion  by  which 
to  judge  school  work.  Cornwall  township  has  had  nine  months 
school,  has  paid  from  fifty-five  to  seventy  dollars  per  month  to  its 
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teachers,  has  the  schools  well  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  equip- 
ments for  doing  effective  school  work,  while  its  rate  has  been  only 
one  mill. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  money 
that  has  been  raised  for  school  purposes  by  local  taxation,  and  to 
compare  it  with  the  amount  of  appropriation  that  has  been  received 
from  the  State  by  the  different  districts.  Cornwall  has  raised  $2,795.30 
more  for  school  purposes  than  it  has  received  from  the  State,  while 
Mill  Creek  has  raised  $501.30  less  than  it  has  received  from  the  State. 
There  are  the  two  extremes.  Of  the  different  districts  four  have 
raised  less  by  local  taxation  than  they  have  received  from  the  State. 
It  is  a  significant  fact  that  two  of  these  districts  have  had  their  schools 
open  during  only  six  months,  one  six  and  one-half  months  and  one 
seven  months,  namely  Mill  Creek.  Here  I  desire  to  say  that  the 
schools  of  Mill  Creek  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  dis- 
trict. It  is,  however,  a  more  significant  fact  that  in  one  of  the  dis- 
tricts referred  to  in  this  comparison,  having  only  six  months  school, 
three  teachers  have  been  hired  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  month  and 
in  the  other  referred  to,  one  teacher  has  been  hired  at  twenty-three  dol- 
lars per  month. 

In  founding  and  enlarging  school  libraries  our  county  is  making 
progress  slowly.  There  are  scattered  throughout  the  county  twenty- 
one  libraries  with  an  aggregate  of  about  thirty-five  hundred  volumes. 
These  were  nearly  all  founded  through  the  combined  influence  of 
teachers,  pupils  and  patrons.  Our  directors  have  not  yet  fully  realized 
the  importance  of  a  public  school  library,  and  in  no  instance  have  they 
done  what  the  school  law  allows  them  to  do.  The  value  of  a  library  in 
connection  with  a  school,  even  though  it  be  composed  of  only  a  few 
well-selected  books,  is  not  to  be  lightly  estimated.  The  habit  of  read- 
ing good,  wholesome  literature  ought  to  be  strongly  encouraged  and 
cultivated.  Give  our  boys  and  girls  a  taste  for  reading  and  the  means 
of  gratifying  that  taste  and  you  will  contribute  to  the  happiness  of 
their  lives,  increase  their  true  worth  and  enlarge  their  usefulness 
when  they  become  men  and  women. 

The  kind  of  literature  our  children  ought  to  read  should  be  selected 
with  the  utmost  care.  The  world  is  getting  full  of  demons,  very 
potent  ones  too,  in  the  shape  of  bad  books.  I  am  sincerely  of  the 
opinion  that  bad  booksaremorebaneful  in  their  iniluence  than  wicked 
companions,  because  they  begin  the  work  of  evil  only  further  off  so  as 
to  accomplish  their  aim  the  more  surely.  A  slow,  creeping  infection 
is  always  more  dangerous  than  an  open  assault.  I  am  not  a  believer 
in  total  depravity,  but  we  all  know  that  the  greater  number  of  people 
take  much  more  readily  to  the  false  and  bad  than  to  the  true  and  good. 
Virtue  and  wisdom  are  an  up-hill  road  on  which  no  one  advances  with- 
out some  effort,  while  folly  and  vice  are  a  down-hill  path  on  which  it 
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requires  some  effort  not  to  advance.  Most  probably  a  great  portion  of 
the  books  now  read  are  simply  a  discipline  of  debasement,  ministering 
fierce  stimulants  to  the  lower  propensities  and  habituating  the 
thoughts  to  the  mud  and  slime  of  literary  cesspools.  To  guard  against 
the  growing  pestilence  of  bad  books  familiarize  the  young  with  the 
best  and  purest,  so  to  prepossess  them  with  the  culture  of  that  which 
is  wholesome  and  good  that  they  may  have  an  honest,  hearty  relish 
for  it.  Let  the  efficacy  of  a  few  good  books  be  thoroughly,  yet  season- 
ably steeped  into  the  minds  of  our  youth  and  then,  in  the  matter  of 
their  reading,  they  will  be  apt  to  go  in  the  right  direction  of  their  own 
accord. 

To  all  who  in  any  way  aided  in  the  work  of  public  education  during 
the  past  year  we  extend  hearty  thanks.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the 
year  upon  which  we  have  entered  may  be  productive  of  great  results. 
May  there  continue  to  be  a  united  effort  on  the  part  of  teachers,  pupils, 
patrons  and  school  officials  to  make  our  public  what  their  founders 
intended  them  to  be. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


In  submitting  my  sixth  annual  report  I  have  nothing  new  or  start- 
ling to  offer.  Our  schools  have  made  the  usual  amount  of  progress 
during  the  year.  In  some  instances,  perhaps,  not  as  much  as  might 
have  been  desired,  yet,  on  the  whole  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  year's 
work. 

Six  substantial  brick  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year, 
containing  in  all  twelve  rooms.  A  two-roomed  building  was  erected 
in  Salisbury  township  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  schools  of  South 
Allentown,  and  a  new  sub-district  was  formed  in  the  same  township, 
including  the  territory  on  the  top  of  the  Lehigh  Mountain,  for  which  a 
one-roomed  building  was  erected.  In  Whitehall  township  a  four- 
roomed  building  was  erected  at  Cementon.  This  is  a  model  rural  school 
building.  It  is  heated  with  hot  air  from  a  furnace  in  the  cellar,  and 
contains  a  ventilating  system  based  upon  the  principles  of  the  Smead- 
Will's  system  with  the  omission  of  the  closet  arrangement.  A  new 
double  building  was  also  erected  in  the  same  township  for  the  new 
sub-district  cut  out  of  the  Cementon  and  Egypt  districts  and  is  known 
as  Far  View  school  house.  Rausch's  school  house  in  Lynn  township, 
which  had  been  reported  a  number  of  times  as  "unfit,"  was  torn  down 
and  a  new  one  erected  on  its  site.     The  two-story  building  at  Rittery- 
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ville  in  Hanover  township,  which  was  considered  unsafe,  was  also 
razed  and  a  new  two-roomed  one-story  building  erected  in  its  place. 
A  new  steam  heating  plant  was  placed  in  the  Hokendauqua  building. 
Other  improvements  were  made  in  the  various  districts,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  now  have  no  really  poor  buildings 
in  the  county.  Along  the  line  of  school  libraries  we  have  made  con- 
siderable progress.  New  books  were  added  to  those  reported  last  year 
and  a  number  of  new  libraries  were  started.  On  the  whole  the  move- 
ment is  on  good  footing  and  will  prove  a  wonderful  stimulus  toward 
improvement.  Books  for  supplementary  reading  have  been  furnished 
in  a  large  number  of  districts  by  the  directors.  This  is  the  direct 
outgrowth  of  the  library  movement.  When  the  Legislature  passed 
the  new  act  of  Assembly  fixing  the  minimum  term  at  seven  months 
it  was  generally  supposed  that  there  would  be  a  reduction  of  teachers' 
salaries  in  many  of  the  districts,  but  such  was  not  the  case  in  our 
county.  In  a  few  cases  the  salary  was  differently  graded,  but  not  a 
single  district  has  reduced  the  salary  for  next  year,  and  in  a  few  in- 
stances the  salary  was  increased.  Indeed  more  of  our  districts  should 
increase  the  salary  of  their  teachers  if  they  would  maintain  a  high 
standard  in  their  schools.  By  reference  to  the  statistical  report  of 
onr  county  it  will  be  found  that  only  sixteen  out  of  the  twenty-five 
of  our  districts  raised  by  more  by  local  taxation  than  the  amount  ap- 
propriated to  them  by  the  State.  A  few  of  the  others  raised  only  a 
few  dollars  less,  while  a  few  others  raised  only  a  little  more  than 
one-half  the  amount  which  the  State  gave  them. 

In  a  few  cases  schools  were  consolidated  and  this  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  When  schools  enroll  less  than  a  dozen  pupils,  the 
work  is  not  as  efficient  as  it  should  be  and  directors  are  justified  in 
consolidating. 

Many  of  our  teachers  merit  a  great  deal  of  praise  for  their  untiring 
efforts  and  devotion  to  duty.  It  is  true  that  we  have  a  few  fossils  in 
the  profession,  but  these  are  rapidly  giving  way  to  teachers  who  are 
wide  awake  and  alive  to  the  duties  of  their  calling.  Most  of  the 
teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  are  in  attendance  upon  some 
school  and  are  making  efforts  to  secure  higher  grade  certificates.  The 
number  holding  provisional  certificates  is  steadily  decreasing  from 
year  to  year.  The  appointments  for  next  year  have  all  been  made,  and 
I  find  that  only  about  thirty  eight  per  cent,  of  all  our  teachers  are 
holding  provisional  certificates.  The  teachers  of  Hanover,  Whitehall, 
Salisbury,  North  Whitehall,  Lowhill  and  Lower  Milford  held  district 
institutes  once  and  some  twice  a  month.  These  meetings  have  a 
tendency  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  schools  very  materially,  and 
I  wish  to  commend  the  teachers  of  these  districts  for  their  voluntary 
efforts  in  this  direction.  This  spirit  of  self-improvement  should  per- 
vade the  teachers  of  all  the  districts.     Some  of  the  teachers  excuse 
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themselves  from  attending  these  meetings,  saying  that  the  pay  which 
they  get  is  already  inadequate  with  the  work  required  of  them  in  the 
school  room.  This  is  true  in  many  instances,  and  yet  it  is  no  good 
reason  why  they  should  not  advance  themselves  so  that  they  may  be 
able  to  secure  better  and  more  remunerative  positions.  If  teachers 
who  are  getting  forty  dollars  a  month  teach  a  school  that  is  worth 
sixty  dollars  a  month  it  will  not  be  long  until  they  can  command  bet- 
ter positions. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  October  17,  and 
was  one  of  the  important  school  events  of  the  year.  All  but  two  of 
our  teachers  were  present  and  these  were  confined  to  their  homes  by 
sickness. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  on  Thursday  of  institute  week.  A 
number  of  very  interesting  papers  were  read,  but  the  day  was  too 
short  for  the  work  in  hand  and  it  was  resolved  to  call  another  meet- 
ing of  the  convention  on  the  22d  of  February.  This  meeting  was 
quite  largely  attended  by  the  directors  and  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting directors'  conventions  ever  held  in  this  county.  Six  local 
institutes  were  held  in  the  different  sections  of  the  county.  These 
were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  parents  and  serve  to  arouse 
an  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education. 

The  preliminary  meetings  which  we  hold  in  each  district  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  schools  help  us  very  materially  in  our  school  work. 
These  meetings  are  attended  by  all  the  teachers  and  directors,  and 
the  work  for  the  succeeding  year  is  mapped  out  and  discussed.  At 
these  meetings  teachers,  directors  and  superintendent  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  discuss  questions  which  cannot  and  must  not  be  discussed 
at  the  local  or  county  institutes. 

I  had  hopes  that  by  this  year  I  could  report  the  establishment  of  a 
few  township  high  schools,  but  such  unfortunately  is  not  the  case. 
While  I  am  disappointed  in  that  direction,  I  am  not  discouraged,  and 
have  hopes  that  by  next  year  I  may  be  able  to  report  the  successful 
opening  of  at  least  a  few  township  high  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department,  the  public 
press,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  and  the  public  in  general  for  their 
hearty  co-operation  and  support  in  my  work. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— T.  B.  Harrison. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  public  schools 
of  Luzerne  county  for  the  year  ended  June  5,  1899. 

There  were  enrolled  in  our  schools  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and 
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twelve  (30,212)  pupils.  We  employed  617  teachers.  Of  this  number, 
202,  or  less  than  one-third,  hold  provisional  certificates,  88  have  pro- 
fessional, 45  hold  permanent  certificates,  and  282  are  graduates  of 
State  Normal  schools.  So  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  our  teaching 
force  is  made  up  of  men  and  women  who  have  had  professional  train- 
ing, or  a  successful  experience  of  at  least  ten  years.  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  there  has  been  steady  advancement  in  the  professional  grade 
of  our  teachers.  During  the  year  I  have  made  5G2  visits,  visiting  475 
different  schools.  The  work  done  by  our  teachers  has  been  in  general, 
very  satisfactory.  Here  and  there  is  yet  to  be  found  a  teacher  who 
has  made  a  mistake  in  his  calling,  but  as  a  rule  our  teachers  are  skill- 
ful in  their  work,  and  are  honestly  endeavoring  to  do  all  that  can  be 
done  for  the  boys  and  girls  entrusted  to  their  care.  With  but  three 
exceptions  our  school  districts  are  supplied  with  dictionaries,  and  a 
few  have  encyclopaedias.  Very  little  has  heen  done  in  the  line  of 
school  libraries.  WTe  are  abundantly  supplied  with  charts,  globes, 
mathematical  blocks,  etc.,  so  well  supplied,  in  fact,  that  it  would  be  a 
blessed  thing  for  the  schools  arid  taxpayers  if  no  agent  for  these  goods 
should  visit  Luzerne  county  for  the  next  ten  years. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  October.  We  enrolled  nearly  800 
teachers.  Our  instructors  were:  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  of  Ada,  Ohio;  Prof. 
E.  0.  Excell,  of  Chicago;  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  of  Ploomsburg;  Mrs. 
Ella  A.  Pools,  of  Massachusetts;  Dr.  Homer  P.  Sprague,  of  Drew 
Theological  Seminary;  Supt  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  of  Bethlehem.  The 
sessions  were  all  interesting  and  instructive.  Our  institute  has  in- 
creased in  the  number  of  attendance  very  rapidly  and  has  reached 
such  proportions  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  do  section  work,  owing  to 
our  inability  to  secure  suitable  accommodations.  Nine  years  ago  with 
all  the  teachers  of  the  county  attending  we  enrolled  6S0,  now,  with  a 
separate  institute  for  Wilkes-Parre,  thus  withdrawing  130  teachers, 
we  have  an  enrollment  of  800,  a  body  too  large  for  the  best  results  to 
be  achieved. 

Our  school  directors  in  most  districts,  have  shown  commendable 
zeal  in  looking  after  the  interest  of  the  schools.  Salaries  have  been 
kept  up,  and  in  some  instances  have  been  advanced.  Two  districts 
had  ten  mouths  of  school,  29  had  a  term  of  nine  months,  eight  closed 
at  the  end  of  eight  months.  Seventeen  had  a  seven  month's  term, 
and  seven  districts  were  content  with-  keeping  school  open  for  six 
months.  With  possible  one  exception,  these  last  seven  districts  could 
have  given  at  least  one  month  more  without  embarrassing  the  dis- 
trict financially.  Luzerne  county  is  ready  for  the  seven  months  min- 
imum school  term. 

In  most  of  the  districts  of  the  county  the  successful  teacher's  tenure 
of  office  is  reasonably  secure.  A  few  cases  occurred  this  year  when 
school  directors  disregarded  all  proper  considerations  and  made  ap- 
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pointments  on  the  score  of  personal  feeling  or  political  influence.  Of 
course  under  such  management  satisfactory  results  cannot  be 
reached. 

Our  schools  generally  are  in  good  condition.  Our  people  are  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  education.  Our  teachers  are  as  capable  as  can 
be  found  anywhere.  Our  directors  attend  to  their  work  with  com- 
mendable zeal.     The  outlook  is  favorable. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  friends  of 
education  in  this  county  who  have  so  nobly  stood  by  me  in  my  work 
during  the  past  nine  years,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  courteous  treatment  received. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  George  Becht. 


The  leading  and  important  step  in  the  school  work  of  the  county 
during  the  past  year  was  the  introduction  of  a  course  of  study  into  the 
district  or  so-called  ungraded  schools.  This  course  was  compiled  and 
arranged  by  me  and  published  in  a  convenient  volume  containing  in 
addition  to  the  course,  a  register  of  blanks  for  recording  the  term 
standing  of  the  pupils,  the  daily  program  used,  a  record  of  the  text 
books  on  hand  and  the  probable  number  needed  for  the  next  term, 
together  with  suggestions  to  teachers  concerning  the  use  of  the  course, 
brief  notes  on  the  qualifications,  powers  and  duties  of  teachers,  speci- 
men program  and  specimen  pages  showing  how  reports  are  to  made 
out. 

The  course  of  study  provides  a  guide  for  regular  and  systematic 
instruction  in  all  grades  and  shows  in  a  general  way  what  is  to  be  ac- 
complished each  year  by  teacher  and  pupils,  thus  making  possible 
in  the  rural  schools  that  progressive  development  that  is  so  necessary 
for  the  best  educational  results. 

The  annual  register  accompanying  the  course  provides  for,  (1)  a 
record  to  be  made  by  the  teacher  at  the  close  of  the  term,  showing  the 
full  standing  of  each  pupil  in  all  his  studies.  From  this  the  new 
teacher  will  see  at  a  glance  the  pupils  place  in  the  classification  of  the 
school,  (2)  blanks  for  recording  the  daily  program  used  during  the 
term  being  a  guide  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  daily  routine  of  the 
school  was  carried  on  for  the  information  of  the  incoming  teacher; 
(3)  a  series  of  blanks  to  be  filled  out  at  the  close  of  each  term  indicat- 
ing the  number  of  text  books  upon  each  subject  on  hand,  the  number 
unfit  for  use,  the  probable  number  required  during  the  coming  term, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  various  supplies  required  by  the  school. 
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The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  this  course  of  study 
and  register  are;  (1)  a  uniform  and  consistent  course  of  study,  the 
lack  of  which  has  been  a  serious  drawback  to  the  general  advance- 
ment of  the  school;  (2)  saving  of  time  in  classifying  the  school,  allow- 
ing the  teacher  to  begin  at  once  the  real  work  of  the  school  without 
the  unneccessary  waste  of  time  entailed  by  experimental  and  uncer- 
tain classification.  The  register  gives  the  exact  standing  of  each 
pupil  at  the  close  of  the  term  and  furnishes  the  information  so  much 
needed  by  the  new  teacher;  (3)  a  more  nearly  uniform  daily  program, 
insuring  the  orderly  conducting  of  classes  with  the  proper  division 
allotted  to  each  branch  taught,  and  a  routine  more  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  in  the  best  graded  schools;  (4)  it  furnishes  the  super- 
intendent and  school  officers  needed  and  valuable  detailed  information 
of  the  work  and  needs  of  the  schools  in  an  accessible  form. 

The  plan  of  this  work  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Directors' 
Asociation  and  many  of  the  boards  adopted  it  for  the  use  of  their 
schools  during  the  past  year.  In  all  of  these  districts  it  has  been 
successfully  and  efficiently  used  and  has  received  the  highest  com- 
mendation from  teachers  and  directors.  We  shall  urge  the  matter  of 
its  introduction  into  every  school  in  the  county. 

Libraries. 

A  special  effort  was  made  during  the  past  jear  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  libraries  throughout  the  school  districts  of  the  county  and  to 
strengthen  those  already  founded.  The  movement  made  considerable 
progress  and  all  our  efforts  were  warmly  supported  by  teachers,  direc- 
tors and  patrons.  In  the  boroughs  libraries  have,  in  most  instances, 
existed  for  a  number  of  years,  but  efforts  to  keep  them  replenished 
have  too  often  been  half  hearted  and  spasmodic.  Last  winter  a  list 
of  over  200  books  carefully  selected  and  graded,  was  prepared  by 
Prof.  G-.  B.  Milnor,  of  the  Muncy  schools,  and  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq., 
of  Montoursville,  and  published  in  the  Institute  Annual,  a  copy  of 
which  came  into  the  hands  of  every  teacher.  The  selections  repre- 
sented the  best  and  most  characteristic  works  of  standard  authors. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  selection  of  "juvenile  books,"  for 
in  this  department  of  library  work  the  greatest  care  must  be  exercised 
so  that  books  will  be  secured  which  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the 
boys  and  girls. 

The  list  embraced  books  on  history,  biography,  fiction,  travel  and 
nature  study.  The  preparation  and  publication  of  it  gave  an  im- 
pulse to  the  work  of  promoting  libraries,  and  that  it  was  generally 
used  in  making  the  selections  is  evidenced  by  the  lists  submitted  to 
me  by  teachers  who  had  made  a  start  in  the  matter  this  year. 

The  need  of  good  books  accessible  to  the  homes  is  one  of  the  cry- 
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ing  demands  at  our  rural  communities.  The  school  library  should 
be  made  to  meet  that  demand.  That  pupils  and  patrons  will  read 
good  literature  is  amply  demonstrated  by  the  constant  use  made  of 
the  books  that  school  libraries  afford.  Teachers  too  often  feel  that 
unless  they  can  raise  enough  money  to  furnish  and  equip  a  library 
with  a  large  number  of  books  it  is  scarcely  worth  the  while  to  make  an 
effort.  Let  these  remember  that  while  many  books  may  be  desirable, 
yet  numbers  are  not  essential  to  a  library.  Lf  a  few  well  selected 
books  are  read  by  the  pupils,  and  their  contents  discussed  with  the 
teacher  it  will  give  impulse  to  the  library  movement  and  create  the 
"reading  habit"  which  is  deplorably  wanting  in  so  great  a  number  of 
our  population. 

We  shall  continue  to  urge  the  matter  during  the  coming  year  in 
the  hope  that  in  the  near  future  we  may  report  at  least  the  nucleus  of 
a  library  in  every  district.  In  the  organization  of  libraries  and  in  di- 
recting the  reading  in  a  community  the  teacher  plays  an  important 
part.  If  he  is  keenly  alive  to  the  situation,  if  he  has  been  and  is  a 
reader  himself,  he  will  find  little  difficulty  in  arousing  an  interest  and 
attracting  material  aid  to  his  cause. 

Examinations. 

Twenty-two  (22)  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates  were  held 
and  190  provisional  certificates  were  issued.  With  the  exception  of 
about  twelve  or  fifteen,  all  persons  holding"  valid  certificates  in  the 
county  were  employed  during  the  year.  An  earnest  effort  has  been 
made  each  year  to  raise  and  keep  the  standard  high  enough,  so  that 
there  should  be  but  few  more  certificated  teachers  in  the  county  than 
there  are  schools.  It  is  of  course  necessary  to  have  a  number  of 
extra  teachers  from  which  to  draw  in  case  of  vacancies  or  for  sub- 
stitutes. Of  those  licensed  all  had  some  special  training  outside  of 
the  common  schools. 

Directors  Meetings. 

The  Directors'  Association  still  continues  one  of  the  important 
forces  in  directing  the  educational  affairs  of  the  county.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  county  in  the  State  can  boast  of  a  more  thoroughly  organ- 
ized body  of  directors.  The  two  meetings  held  in  December  and  June 
were  largely  attended  and  unusual  interest  was  manifested  in  the 
questions  under  discussion. 

The  local  and  district  meetings  of  directors  and  teachers  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  an  increased  interest  in  school  affairs.  These 
frequent  meetings,  one  or  twice  a  month,  bring  together  the  two  vital 
forces  of  the  system  and  by  an  interchange  of  thought  and  purpose, 
the  spirit  of  sympathy  and  co-operation  is  erlarged,  and  the  result  is 
an  increased  efficiency  in  the  work. 
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General. 

The  general  results  of  the  year's  work  have  been  satisfactory. 
There  have  been  no  startling  movements,  but  the  tendency  has  been 
in  the  direction  of  better  work  on  the  part  of  teachers,  a  greater  and 
more  pertinent  interest  on  the  part  of  directors  and  a  larger  sym- 
pathy from  the  people.  These  manifestations  have  been  clearly  in- 
dicated in  our  educational  meetings.  To  succeed  in  the  lines  of  work 
mapped  out  for  the  coming  year  will  require  more  effort,  more  earnest- 
ness and  more  sympathy  on  the  part  of  all  the  forces  than  ever  before, 
and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  shall  have  that  co-opera- 
tion which  is  so  essential  to  a  successful  administration  of  affairs. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Myers. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June,  1899,  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  report  a  successful  year's  work,  only  a  few  fail- 
ures, and  a  stonger  sentiment  in  favor  of  good  schools. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  are  attending  school  and  others  are  going 
as  their  schools  close. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  Eldred,  Kane,  Port 
Allegheny  and  Smethport. 

A  number  of  pupils  completed  the  county  course  of  study  and  re- 
ceived diplomas. 

By  referring  to  the  statistical  report  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have 
a  number  of  pupils  between  the  ages  of  6  and  16  not  in  school. 

On  looking  over  teachers'  reports  received  up  to  this  writing  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  some  new  libraries  were  started,  and  additions 
made  to  those  started  in  former  years.  While  much  of  the  money 
used  in  buying  books  was  collected  by  teachers  and  pupils,  we  find 
a  number  of  additions  made  by  some  of  the  school  boards.  Each  year 
finds  more  interested  in  the  library  movement. 

A  town  clock  was  placed  on  the  high  school  building  in  Port  Alle- 
gany. The  teachers  and  pupils  raised  the  money  for  it  by  taking 
collections. 

Our  county  institute  was  pronounced  a  success.  Two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  teachers  and  forty  school  directors  were  present. 

The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Prof.  S.  D.  Fess,  Ada,  Ohio,  on 
U.  S.  history;  Prof.  Byron  W.  King,  of  Pittsburg,  reading;  Dr.  A.  E. 
YVinship,  of  Boston,  Geography,  nature  study  and  moral  training;  Dr. 
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N.  C.  Sckaeffer,  civil  government  and  scientific  temperance;  Profs. 
Hogue  and  Yingling,  of  Clarion  normal,  addressed  the  institute. 

The  lectures  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings  were 
given  by  Prof.  Fess,  Dr.  Winskip  and  Prof.  King. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  Slayton  jubilee  singers  entertained  a  full 
house. 

Teachers'  association  convened  in  Port  Allegany,  February  9,  10, 
11.     Seventy-two  teachers  registered. 

In  addition  to  papers  and  topics  discussed  by  some  of  the  teachers 
instructions  and  addresses  were  made  by  Si.pt.  Fox  Holden,  Olean, 
N.  Y.;  Prof.  F.  K.  Sechrist,  Lock  Haven;  Profs.  Hogue  and  Hugh,  of 
Clarion.  Rev.  Wilbur  lectured  on  Tkursday  evening.  On  Friday 
evening  tke  teachers  and  patrons  were  enter! ained  by  local  talent. 

All  in  attendance  voted  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Port  Allegany 
for  their  hospitality  and  the  faculty  of  the  school  for  their  many 
efforts  to  insure  a  successful  meeting. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 

School  houses  were  built  in  the  following  districts:  One  in  Corydon, 
one  in  Hamilton,  a  four-room  building  at  Hazel  Hurst  and  a  two-room 
building  at  Granere,  both  in  Hamlin,  one  in  Keating,  a  one-room  brick 
bouse  in  Lafayette,  tke  only  brick  kouse  outside  of  tke  boroughs  in 
the  county,  a  four-room  building  at  Mr.  Jewett,  a  two-room  building 
in  Wetmore. 

Quite  a  number  of  school  houses  throughout  the  county  were  re- 
paired. 

Eighty  directors  enrolled  at  the  triennial  convention  of  school  direc- 
tors to  elect  a  county  superintendent.  The  writer  of  this  report  was 
unanimously  re-elected  superintendent  for  the  ensuing  term  at  an  ad- 
vance in  salary.  Resolutions  were  adopted  urging  the  Governor  to 
approve  the  appropriation  made  by  the  late  Legislature. 

I  thank  teackers,  directors  and  all  otkers  wko  kave  assisted  directly 
or  indirectly  in  tke  cause  of  education,  and  solicit  a  continuance  of 
tkeir  support  in  tke  great  work  before  us. 


MERCER  COUNTY— L.  R.  Eckles. 


In  presenting  tkis,  our  sixtk  and  last  annual  report  of  tke  sckools 
of  Mercer  county,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  tkat  tkey 
kave  been  prosperous  tke  past  year.  Tkere  were  fewer  complaints 
against  tke  teackers  tkan  in  previous  year. 

New  houses  were  erected  in  the  following  districts:  One  in  Jack- 
son towuskip  and  one  in  New  Vernon  townskip.     Tkey  are  substan- 
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tial  buildings,  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  improved 
furniture. 

Mercer  county  is  well  supplied  with  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing: Two  colleges,  five  academies,  within  the  county,  and  colleges 
and  Normal  Schools  in  the  neighboring  counties.  The  general  public, 
directors  and  teachers  are  becoming  more  aroused  to  the  needs  of  our 
schools,  and  are  making  greater  effort  to  increase  their  effectiveness. 

While  the  wages  in  many  of  our  districts  are  fair,  there  are  some 
that  should  pay  their  teachers  more  liberally.  Many  of  our  best 
teachers  emigrate  annually  because  they  receive  better  pay  elsewhere. 
Our  directors  make  a  mistake  in  permitting  these  teachers  to  leave. 

My  highest  aim  in  the  past  six  years  has  been  to  place  the  schools 
in  charge  of  well  trained  teachers.  This  has  been  a  difficult  task  to 
perform  because  we  are  compelled  to  license  too  many  beginners.  Yet 
our  schools  have  had  a  very  large  per  cent,  of  teachers  in  them,  who 
were  normal,  academic  and  college  graduates.  The  work  in  the  high 
schools  has  been  in  charge  of  master  teachers,  and  the  common 
branches  in  most  country  schools  are  taught  by  excellent  teachers. 
If  our  directors  would  make  an  effort  to  pay  our  experienced  teachers 
better,  and  keep  them  in  the  county,  Mercer  county  would  soon  have 
the  best  corps  of  teachers  in  the  State.  I  would  like  to  see  our  school 
boards  make  the  minimum  wages  thirty-five  dollars  per  month. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  desire  to  thank  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  its  aid  and  courtesy.  Thanks  are  due  also  to  the  directors, 
patrons  and  teachers,  and  we  trust  that  they  will  extend  the  same  hos- 
pitality and  support  to  our  worthy  successor. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— G.  T.  Cooper. 


In  submitting  this,  my  last  and  final  report  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  I  include  existing  conditions  in  our  schools  with 
brief  intimations  as  to  the  need  of  some  general  improvements.  Dur- 
ing the  school  year  included  in  this  report,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
teachers  were  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  teachers,  including  two  changes  of  teachers  dur- 
ing the  term,  one  vacancy  being  caused  by  resignation,  and  the  other 
by  the  sickness  and  death  of  the  teacher  in  charge.  I  visited  each  of 
these  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  teachers  twice  except  one  whose 
school  was  closed  when  I  called  the  second  time.  So  many  visits  in 
connection  with  the  many  other  duties  incumbent  upon  a  county 


No.  5.  MIFFLIN  COUNTY.  95 

superintendent  during  such  severe  winter  weather  as  marked  the 
winter  of  1S98-1899,  means  constant  hurry  and  much  exposure.     As 
intimated  in  my  monthly  reports  from  time  to  time,  our  schools,  for 
the  most  part,  were  provided  with  good  teachers  and  satisfactory  re- 
sults were  obtained.     However,  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  it  should 
ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  primary  schools  should  have  good  experi- 
enced instructors  who  are  known  to  be  adapted  to  primary  teaching. 
It  is  error  to  suppose  that  any  young  inexperienced  girl  is  competent 
to  teach  primarians,  for  it  evidently  is  not  true.     Primary  teaching 
is  practically  a  profession  in  and  of  itself  and  needs  to  be  understood 
by  those  who  would  assume  to  lay  the  foundation  upon  which  is  to  be 
erected  the  future  educational  structure  of  the  child.  Teachers  should 
be  employed  wholly  upon  their  merits  but  frequently  it  is  not  so.     Per- 
sonal interests  should  never  dictate  the  course  of  those  to  whom  has 
been  committed  the  welfare  of  the  public  schools,  including  as  it  does, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  weal  or  woe  of  future  generations.     What  last- 
ing indignation  sometimes  lingers  deep  down  in  the  soul  of  some 
school  authority  simply  because  his  son  or  daughter  was  refused  a 
provisional  certificate  and  how  eagerly  an  opportunity  is  sought  to 
avenge  the  presumed  wrong!     It  ought  not  so  to  be.     But  the  fore- 
going principles  are  common  and  are  confined  to  the  minority  rather 
than  to  the  majority.     In  many  of  our  schools  the  text-books  having 
been  in  use  for  some  time,  are  much  worn  and  show  the  need  of  being 
replaced  by  new  books.     The  requirements  concerning  the  furnishing 
of  text-books  and  proper  care  of  same,  should  be  more  specific;  there 
should  be  some  fixed  and  definite  method  and  those  who  have  the 
matter  in  charge  should  be  required  to  report  as  per  requirements.     A 
wily  chart  agent  succeeded  in  selling  expensive  charts  in  four  of  our 
school  districts  last  fall — "the  so  called  "New  Education."     A  num- 
ber of  our  school  properties  show  more  need  of  outside  and  inside  im- 
provements than  there  is  need  of  apparatus.     Decatur  district  sup- 
plied all  school  houses  with  slate  black  boards — an  improvement 
much  needed.     In  many  of  our  schools  the  monotony  of  school  life  is 
rendered  less  monotonous  by  the  united  voices  of  teachers  and  pupils, 
in  songs  and  hymns  adapted  to  school  life,  but  there  are  a  few  teachers 
in  whose  schools  the  sound  of  song  is  never  heard,  little  wonder  that 
school  life  becomes  irksome  to  the  child;  let  us  have  singing  in  school : 
"So  say  we  all  of  us."     A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  county  most  of  which  were  interesting  and  fairly 
well  attended.     I  held  a  number  of  educational  meetings  in  different 
districts  at  the  suggestion  of  teachers  and  patrons;  in  these  evening 
meetings  an  unusual  interest  was  shown  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
they  were  productive  of  good  results.     I  feel  it  my  duty  to  deviate 
from  the  logical  arrangement  of  my  trend  of  thought  to  call  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  better  care  of  school  property  and  especially  in 
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rural  school  districts  during  the  summer  season  when  there  is  no 
school;  too  many  school  properties  are  the  rendezvous  of  hogs,  sheep 
and  tramps  during  the  summer  season! 

Our  county  institute  was  a  grand  success  throughout;  teachers,  in- 
structors, citizens  and  everybody  went  home  feeling  that  it  was  good 
to  be  there. 

During  the  sessions  of  our  Legislature  a  bill  was  passed  raising  the 
salaries  of  county  superintendents  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  year. 
Evidently  this  was  an  honest  move  to  rightly  compensate  a  faithful 
band  of  hard  workers;  however  as  it  is  well  known  the  bill  did  not  re- 
receive  the  signature  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  in  consequence  of 
which  it  did  not  become  a  law.  Perhaps  such  a  bill  may  become  a 
law  sometime  in  the  future,  but  before  it  is  done  the  intellectual  quali- 
fications on  the  part  of  superintendents  ought  to  be  higher  and  much 
more  definite  than  they  now  are;  for  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
teachers  of  experience  and  learned  in  higher  work,  or  college  gradu- 
ates of  experience  and  good  judgment  as  compared  with  one  who  has 
perhaps  no  credentials  save  a  professional  certificate  containing  the 
common  school  branches  only,  and  per  adventure  never  having  been 
principal  of  any  number  of  schools.  An  intelligent  citizen  recently 
remarked:  "The  required  qualifications  of  county  superintendents, 
should  be  more  definite;  they  should  be  equal  to  the  highest  school  in 
the  county  over  which  he  presides."  The  foregoing  remark  is  worthy 
of  careful  thought;  a  legislator  would  do  well  to  copy  it  in  his  note- 
book for  future  consideration. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  sincere  regret  that  I  chronicle  the  death  of  one 
of  our  experienced  and  most  promising  teachers,  Miss  Buelah  A.  Mc- 
Clenahen,  of  Milroy,  daughter  of  ex-County  Superintendent  McClena- 
hen,  deceased.  Miss  McClenahen  was  a  teacher  than  whom  there  are 
few  more  skillful.  And  now  that  her  days  are  ended  in  this  world, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  she  lives  in  the  presence  of  the  Great 
Teacher,  there  to  exist  in  unspeakable  happiness,  "While  the  years 
of  eternity  roll." 

As  intimated  at  the  beginning  of  this  report,  my  work  as  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  of  Mifflin  county  is  now  ended.  Having 
served  the  people  six  successive  years,  I  feel  that  I  am  fully  acquainted 
with  the  work  including  all  its  pleasures,  encouragements,  perplex- 
ities, and  annoyances.  My  associations  with  teachers,  directors, 
pupils,  and  patrons,  have  been  exceedingly  pleasant  and  oft  times  help- 
ful in  time  of  need.  I  have  at  all  times  been  encouraged  by  the  fact 
that  though  my  most  earnest  efforts  sometimes  seemed  to  be  of  little 
avail,  that  they  were  nevertheless  exerted  in  the  interest  of  a  good 
cause,  and  the  courtesies  and  compliments  that  have  come  to  me  from 
time  to  time,  have  been  a  source  of  inspiration.  Also,  I  have  seen 
many  discouragements,  and  seen  many  things  that  I  would  have  pre- 
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ferred  to  have  otherwise.  The  experience  in  the  office  of  county  su- 
perintendent is  somewhat  useful  as  a  matter  of  experience.  How- 
ever, one  of  the  undesirable  features  of  a  county  superintendency  con- 
sists in  that  one's  time  is  so  fully  taken  up  that  there  is  scarcely  any 
time  for  self-improvement  and  this  after  all  is  the  great  secret  in  all 
professional  life. 

With  kindest  regards  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
to  all  others  concerned,  for  all  kindly  considerations,  I  thus  end  this 
brief  summary  of  the  public  sch*ols  of  Mifflin  county  for  the  year 
ending  June,  1S99. 


MONROE  COUNTY— T.  H.  Serfass. 


The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  was,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, strong  and  steady.  The  course  of  study  introduced  a  year 
ago,  is  giving  system  and  evenness  to  the  work.  Five  years  ago,  I 
found  that  between  four  and  five  hundred  pupils  in  our  mixed  schools 
gave  no  attention  to  the  subject  of  English  grammar,  and  the  study 
of  history  and  geography  was  also  neglected  in  many  instances. 
Arithmetic  monopolized  the  time,  without  a  showing  of  results  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  time  given  to  it,  or  wasted  on  it.  Proper  at- 
tention is  now  being  given  to  all  the  common  school  branches,  and  the 
results  in  general  are  better  than  heretofore. 

Eight  pupils,  representing  three  different  schools,  succeeded  in 
passing  the  final  examination  for  graduation,  and  each  one  was 
awarded  a  handsome  diploma.  The  commencement  exercises  were  of 
special  interest,  being  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  those  districts. 
The  advanced  grade  of  the  Hauserville  schools,  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship, was  the  first  to  hold  graduating  exercises  under  the  course  of 
study  for  mixed  schools.  The  two-roomed  building  was  filled  with  in- 
terested patrons.  The  closing  exercises  of  the  Union  school  in  the 
Independent  district  were  beyond  expectation.  They  would  have  done 
credit  to  a  high  school.  The  county  superintendent  delivered  an 
address  on  both  occasions.  Mackas  school,  in  Hamilton  township, 
was  the  third  from  which  pupils  were  graduated,  but  the  closing  ex- 
ercises T  was  unable  to  attend. 

P»y  another  year  there  will  be,  no  doubt,  many  more  to  complete  the 
course.  The  foundation  stones  are  laid,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
every  school  in  the  rural  districts  should  not  contribute  something 
7—5—99 
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toward  the  work  begun,  and  thus  erect  a  monument  that  shall  stand 
for  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

The  graduating,  class  of  the  Stroudsburg  High  School  numbers 
thirteen.  This  class  fully  sustains  the  school's  reputation  for  the 
thorough  scholarship  of  its  -graduates.  The  East  Stroudsburg  High 
School  had  only  one  graduate  this  year.  Though  small  in  number, 
the  class  of  '99  adds,  however,  to  the  good  name  of  the  school.  The 
High  School  of  Delaware  Water  Gap,  had  no  graduating  class  for  '99. 
Last  fall,  the  board  added  one  years'  work  to  the  course.  The  class  of 
'98  took  up  the  work,  of  the  advanced  course,  and  completed  it,  with 
the  exception  of  Caesar.  A  certificate  of  credit  was  given  to  the  class 
for  the  work  done.  This  school  serves  as  an  excellent  illustration  of 
what  may  be  accomplished,  when  the  work  is  begun  with  order  and 
system,  continued  with  intelligence  and  earnestness  by  the  teacher, 
endorsed  and  encouraged  by  an  undivided  board,  and  heartily  appre- 
ciated by  patrons.  The  nucleus  of  a  library  for  the  high  school  was 
formed  in  '97,  and  it  now  number  254  volumes  of  the  world's  choicest 
literature  from  Chaucer  down  to  Kipling.  To  this  is  added  a  fine 
edition  of  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica. 

Six  new  school  houses  were  erected  during  the  year:  Two  in  Chest- 
nut Hill,  one  a  two-roomed  building,  the  other  an  addition  to  one,  mak- 
ing it  also  two-roomed  building;  one  in  Polk,  one  in  Middle  Smithfield, 
one  in  Barrett,  and  one  two-roomed  building  in  Smithfield.  The  two- 
roomed  buildings  in  Chestnut  Hill  and  Smithfield  are  among  the  most 
attractive  in  the  county — well  arranged  and  handsome  in  design. 

During  my  incumbency,  the  number  of  graded  schools  was  increased 
from  25  to  41.  More  of  them  we  need,  and  I  hope  directors  will  do 
what  they  can  in  supplying  this  want.  Chestnut  Hill  township  has 
been  the  most  progressive  in  establishing  graded  schools.  Six  were 
established  during  the  past  three  years.  Four  districts  were  con- 
solidated, the  new  buildings  being  located  midway  between  the 
schools  of  two  contiguous  districts.  This  offers  superior  school  ad- 
vantages at  a  slight  increase  of  distance  to  a  small  number  of  chil- 
dren. A  quarter  or  half  of  a  mile  of  distance,  along  our  main  high- 
ways, is  no  serious  obstacle  to  overcome.  Parents  may  help  pupils  to 
school,  but  they  can  not  help  them  in  school. 

The  county  institute  was  as  usual  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
successful  events  of  the  year,  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  county. 
The  following  were  the  instructors:  Drs.  A.  B.  Bunn  Van  Ormer, 
Henry  W.  Elson,  A.  R.  Home  and  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer;  Profs.  Geo. 
P.  Bible,  E.  L.  Kemp,  J.  W.  Paul,  Geo.  E.  Little  and  Miss  A.  Lizzie 
Radford.  H.  L.  Reber,  principal  of  the  East  Stroudsburg  schools; 
N.  G.  Keiser,  principal  of  the  Delaware  Water  Gap  schools;  H.  L. 
Walter  and  W.  S.  Lesh  also  addressed  the  institute.  Hon,  J.  B. 
Storm,  superintendent  of  the  county  a  third  of  a  century  ago,  delivered 
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the  address  of  welcome.  The  evening  entertainments  were  as  fol- 
lows; Concert  by  the  Parker  Concert  Company;  lectures  by  Wm.  Haw- 
ley  Smith,  Prof.  Geo.  E.  Little  and  Dr.  Chas.  T.  Steck. 

Local  institutes  and  popular  educational  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  county.  These  meetings  have  been  growing  in  inter- 
est from  year  to  year,  and  they  have  been  of  much  practical  value  to 
the  schools.  During  my  incumbency  over  one  hundred  local  insti- 
tutes were  held,  ninety-one  of  which  I  personally  conducted. 

On  retiring  from  my  labors  as  county  superintendent,  after  six 
years  of  service,  I  take  with  me  (1)  the  consciousness  of  having  per- 
formed all  my  official  acts  conscientiously,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  children  of  our  public  schools;  (2)  many  pleasant  rec- 
ollections of  kind  acts  and  words  of  encouragement  received  from  di- 
rectors and  patrons;  (3)  a  high  regard  for  the  teachers  of  the  county 
for  their  loyalty  and  devotion.  With  them  I  wish  to  share  the  credit 
for  substantial  improvement  of  the  schools  during  my  supervision. 

To  my  friend  and  successor,  Mr.  H.  L.  Walter,  I  wish  success  in  his 
new  field  of  labor,  trusting  that  politics  or  political  rules  will  not  num- 
ber his  days  of  usefulness  in  the  position  he  now  holds. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— R.  F.  Hoffecker. 


It  has  been  asserted  that  superintendents  regard  the  written  reports 
as  a  repetition  from  year  to  year  and  that  the  general  custom  is  to  re- 
port progress.  This  statement  though  often  uttered  is  not  a  fair  one. 
Superintendents  feel  the  necessity  and  privilege  of  reporting  to  their 
superior  officer  and  also  of  giving  to  the  State  the  means  of  learning 
the  methods  employed,  and  the  progress  made  in  educating  its  future 
citizens,  for  whom  a  large  amount  of  money  has  been  appropriated. 
The  only  cause  of  anxiety  is  the  power  to  give  with  pen  a  true  repre- 
sentation of  the  work  accomplished. 

The  year  ending  June,  1899,  has  been,  like  preceding  years,  a  busy 
one.  One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  days  were  spent  in  visiting 
schools  and  examining  teachers.  The  work  of  examining  the  pupils 
occupied  forty-eight  days.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  seniors 
were  examined  for  graduation  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  juniors 
for  advancement  to  the  senior  classes.  Forty-eight  of  those  examined 
failed  to  pass. 

All  the  townships  of  the  county,  except  Douglass  and  Salford  have 
a  graded  course  of  study.     This  system  is  not  long  used  in  a  district 
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until  a  great  change  is  perceivable  in  the  neatness  of  the  papers,  in 
the  thought,  care,  system,  arrangement  and  detail  of  the  work. 

Vertical  penmanship,  which  is  now  used  in  many  schools,  has 
rendered  the  papers  more  legible. 

Commencement  days  still  draw  large  crowds  and  are  strong  factors 
in  the  hands  of  educational  speakers  to  bring  the  people  nearer  to  the 
common  schools  and  help  make  them  the  paramount  interest  in  the 
county. 

The  buildings  erected  and  remodeled  portray  a  healthy  school  senti- 
ment. Norriton  district  furnished  all  its  school  houses  with  single 
desks  and  also  built  one  two-roomed  house,  whose  architecture,  con- 
venience and  arrangement  render  it  particularly  desirable.  It  cost 
over  four  thousand  dollars.  Cheltenham  added  one  room  to  the  high 
school  building  at  Ashbourne.  The  addition  is  in  harmony  with  all 
the  other  excellent  buildings  of  this  district.  Abington  built  a  fine 
two  roomed  house  at  East  Ogontz.  It  is  a  well  finished  building  in 
every  respect.  It  cost  over  five  thousand  dollars.  Upper  Merion 
remodeled  and  enlarged  the  school  building  at  Swedeland.  It  has 
now  four  commodious  rooms  and  is  the  finest  house  in  the  district. 
Upper  Hanover  built  a  new  school  house  with  cellar  under  the  whole 
building.  This  is  a  sanitary  point  that  at  one  time  was  overlooked  by 
directors.  The  question  of  good  wholesome  water  for  school  children 
now  receives  attention  and  many  artesian  wells  have  been  sunk. 

Koyersford  directors  under  the  provision  of  the  recent  law  estab- 
lished a  library  and  levied  a  tax  for  its  support.  This  is  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.  Six  more  libraries  were  established,  mainly  due 
to  the  exertions  of  the  teachers,  who  planned  and  executed  the  ways 
to  obtain  the  necessary  money  to  purchase  books.  Additions  were 
also  made  to  many  libraries  which  give  a  total  increase  of  one  thou- 
sand volumes.  The  length  of  the  school  term  has  not  increased  as 
rapidly  as  desired.  Fourteen  districts  have  only  the  minimum  re- 
quired by  law.  It  should  be  considered  that  it  is  difficult  to  employ 
and  retain  good  teachers  for  only  seven  months.  Studens  who  desire 
to  attend  colleges  and  Normal  Schools  will  gladly  teach  to  acquire 
funds  and  experience,  but  skilled  professional  teachers  can  not  afford 
to  be  idle  five  months  during  the  year.  A  term  of  ten  months  must  be 
established  to  secure  and  keep  good,  efficient  teachers.  The  curtail- 
ing of  the  appropriation  is  to  be  deplored,  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
it  will  lead  to  a  careful  administration  of  the  school  funds  and  that 
intelligence,  thought,  and  economy  will  be  brought  to  bear  in  other 
ways  than  in  the  reduction  of  salaries  and  in  shortening  of  the  school 
term.  Many  people  think  that  directors  support  the  schools  almost 
wholly  upon  the  money  received  from  the  State.  This  is  not  true  of 
Montgomery  county.  Twenty-three  districts  raise  by  taxation  for 
school  purposes  more  than  they  receive  from  the  State  appropriation, 
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sixteen  districts  raise  over  twice  as  much,  nine  districts  raise  over 
three  times  as  much  and  three  districts,  namely,  Abington,  Chelten- 
ham and  Narberth  raise  over  four  times  as  much.  Only  four  districts 
levy  less  for  taxes  than  they  receive  from  the  State.  All  the  districts 
at  times  levy  extra  taxes  for  building  and  remodeling  school  houses. 

From  the  first  examination  I  held  June,  1878,  until  the  present  time, 
I  have  tried  to  raise  the  standard  of  scholarship  of  applicants  for  pro- 
visional certificates.  During  my  period  of  superintendency  'I  have 
granted  only  ninety-six  professional  certificates.  Directors  upon 
whom  the  responsibility  of  choosing  teachers  rests,  sometimes  have 
not  the  courage  to  refuse  a  neighbor's  child,  a  relative,  or  a  personal 
friend,  hence  the  greatest  caution  is  necessary  in  granting  the  priv- 
ilege to  teach. 

The  educational  agencies  of  the  county  are  good.  The  press  takes 
a  firm  stand  for  the  common  schools.  The  annual  county  institute 
was  held  in  Norristown,  beginning  October  31.  Every  session  was 
instructive' and  enjoyable  and  a  large  and  appreciative  audience 
listened  attentively  to  each  speaker.  Four  local  institutes  were  held. 
The  people  never  seem  to  lose  their  interest  in  these  meetings  and  they 
still  arouse  and  help  maintain  healthy  school  sentiments. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  semi-annual  meetings, 
which  were  well  attended  by  directors  from  nearly  every  district  in 
the  county. 

The  School  Directors'  Sub-Association  held  frequent  meetings  with 
unabated  interest.  In  all  departments  of  labor  where  many  are  em- 
ployed close  supervision  is  always  attended  with  good  results.  This 
is  needed  in  school  work.  If  a  district  or  several  adjoining  districts 
would  unite  and  employ  a  teacher  who  is  well  endowed  by  nature, 
close  study,  and  experience  to  supervise  the  schools,  it  would  be  a  long 
step  toward  accomplishing  closer,  more  systematic,  and  more  con- 
centrated efforts  on  part  of  teachers  and  pupils.  These  supervisors 
could  grade,  classify,  examine  and  promote  from  one  grade  to  another. 
Their  reports  to  the  county  superintendent  would  enable  him  to  make 
his  visits  more  effective  and  his  annual  examinations  of  the  pupils 
would  bear  witness  to  the  correctness  of  the  reports  given.  These 
supervisors  should  be  able  to  determine  the  needs  and  waste  of  text 
books  and  supplies.  This  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  both 
teachers  and  pupils,  save  directors  much  annoyance,  and  result  in 
the  saving  of  money. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  I  feel  grateful  to  the  State 
Department  for  valuable  suggestions  and  strong  advice,  to  directors 
for  their  unanimous  support,  to  the  teachers  for  their  earnest  labors, 
and  to  the  people  for  their  encouragement  and  courtesy. 
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MONTOUK  COUNTY— W.  D.  Steinbach. 


Very  little  has  occurred  during  the  school  year  out  of  the  regular 
routine  of  school  work.  There  has  been  a  steady  growth  of  progress 
in  educational  lines  and  a  good  healthy  sentiment  seems  to  prevail 
throughout  the  entire  county,  there  has  been  a  growing  desire  to  im- 
prove and  beautify  our  school  houses  and  their  surroundings,  and  I 
feel  safe  in  saying  that  upon  the  whole  our  buildings  will  compare 
very  favorably  with  any  county  in  the  State.  The  houses  in  Cooper 
township  were  handsomely  papered  and  painted  both  inside  and  out- 
side, and  they  now  have  buildings  that  they  can  point  to  with  pride. 
One  house  in  Derry  district  was  remodeled  and  nicely  papered,  painted 
and  grained  on  the  inside. 

With  but  one  exception  our  houses  are  now  well  supplied  with  the 
latest  improved  furniture  and  good  blackboards.  Our  teachers  on 
an  average  did  good  work  with  but  one  exception,  and  that  was  on 
account  of  being  too  young  to  govern.  I  find  that  it  does  not  pay  to 
employ  very  young  teachers.  I  am  convinced  that  as  a  rule  no  teacher 
should  be  employed  under  twenty  years  of  age.  Age  as  well  as  quali- 
fications should  always  be  carefully  considered  in  the  employment  of 
teachers.  Teachers'  meetings  were  held  monthly,  and  the  teachers 
required  to  attend  in  Limestone  township.  All  these  meetings  were 
given  an  impetus  by  all  the  directors  attending.  All  the  schools  were 
visited  once  during  the  term  by  all  the  directors  in  a  body  in  the  above 
district. 

During  the  year  I  visited  all  the  schools  three  times  and  spent  about 
a  half  day  each  time  in  each  school.  I  was  frequently  accompanied 
by  directors,  but  I  found  as  a  rule  but  little  visiting  was  done  by  the 
school  authorities.  The  schools  should  be  visited  more  frequently  by 
directors  and  patrous.  During  all  my  visits  to  the  school  I  made  in- 
quiry into  the  general  workings  and  always  made  such  suggestions 
as  I  thought  necessary.  In  many  instances  these  suggestions  were 
heeded,  but  some  of  the  teachers  had  reached  the  "Dead  Line"  and 
was  impossible  to  lift  them  out  of  the  old  ruts.  In  years  past  the  sub- 
ject of  language  and  grammar  has  been  sorely  neglected,  and  too 
much  time  spent  on  arithmetic.  Last  year  I  advocated  a  new  depar- 
ture and  more  and  better  work  was  done  along  that  line,  and  I  ex- 
pect to  push  it  until  it  is  placed  where  its  importance  demands.  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  what  our  country  schools  needs  is  a  good  course 
of  study  adopted  by  boards  of  directors.  There  are  many  advantages 
derived  from  such  a  course  which  I  need  not  here  mention.     I  think 
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that  bi-monthly  examinations  @ught  to  be  held  in  every  school  and 
the  results  of  such  examinations  sent  to  the  parents  so  that  they  can 
see  from  time  to  time  what  advancement  their  children  are  making. 
I  want  to  commend  the  directors  for  their  judicious  use  of  the  school 
fund.  Not  a  single  dollar  was  spent  for  useless  charts,  mathematical 
blocks  or  other  useless  apparatus  during  the  year.  This  is  right.  I 
desire  the  co-operation  of  all  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  during 
the  next  term  as  I  have  had  in  the  past. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY^W.  F.  Hoch. 


In  submitting  my  ninth  and  last  annual  report  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  work  done 
in  the  schools  of  Northampton  county  during  the  past  year  has 
been  very  satisfactory.  Fewer  inexperienced  teachers  have  been 
employed  than  ever  before  during  my  supervision.  The  demand  for 
better  schools  is  increasing  from  year  to  year  and  the  standard  for 
certificates  has  to  be  raised  accordingly.  The  statistics  show  that 
the  grade  of  teachers  is  slowly  but  steadily  improving.  Of  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  teachers  employed,  ninety-three  held  pro- 
\isional  certificates,  eighteen  professional  certificates,  fifty-eight  per- 
manent certificates,  one  hundred  normal  school  diplomas,  and  four 
State  certificates.  The  number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certi- 
ficates is  becoming  smaller  and  it  will  not  be  long  until  all  the  schools 
can  be  supplied  with  teachers  holding  normal  diplomas. 

Nineteen  teachers'  examinations  were  held,  at  which  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination. 
Fifteen  of  which  received  professional  certificates,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  provisional  certificates,  and  thirty-four  were  rejected. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  (277)  were  visited  once,  two  hundred 
and  five  twice  and  fourteen  three  times,  making  in  all  four  hundred 
and  ninety-six  visits. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  Easton,  October  17-21.  Four  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  instructors  were 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Drs.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  F.  H.  Green,  Chas.  C.  Mil- 
ler, James  M.  Milne,  Profs.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  E.  L.  Kemp,  Mrs. 
Mathilde  Coffin  Ford,  Miss  Gertrude  Edmund  and  Miss  Jennie  Acker- 
man.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  concerts  by  the  Slay- 
ton  jubilee  singers  and  Schubert  glee  club,  and  lectures  by  Dr.  R.  S. 
MacArthur  and  Wallace  Bruce.     The  Directors'  Association  met  on 


104  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  president,  Rev.  J.  E.  Smith,  reported  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  State  Association  at  its  last  annual  meeting.  J. 
H.  Ritter,  of  Freemansburg,  delivered  an  able  address  on  "A  School 
Director  vs.  the  School  Director."  Interesting  addresses  were  also 
delivered  by  Hon.  Henry  Houek  and  Dr.  James  M.  Milne.  John  L. 
Bower,  of  Wind  Gap;  P.  E.  Kreider,  of  Bath,  and  A.  C.  LaBarre,  Esq., 
of  Easton,  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the  State  convention. 

The  reading  circle  committee  adopted  White's  Elements  of  Peda- 
gogy, Welch's  Psychology  and  Evolution  of  Dodd  for  the  course  of 
professional  reading.  Many  of  the  teachers  read  the  books,  and  some 
studied  them  thoroughly  and  passed  a  very  successful  examination  in 
May  before  a  committee  appointed  by  the  county  superintendent. 
Local  institutes  were  held  at  Walnutport,  Bath,  Freemansburg, 
Tatamy,  Pen  Argyl  and  East  Bangor.  The  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended and  the  instruction  given  was  very  satisfactory.  The  directors 
of  Allen  township  built  a  very  handsome  four-room  addition  to  one  of 
their  buildings  and  immediately  furnished  and  occupied  two  of  the 
rooms.  The  population  of  the  township  is  growing  rapidly  and  no 
doubt  the  other  rooms  will  be  occupied  next  year.  The  entire  build- 
ing is  heated  with  hot  water. 

One  new  district,  West  Easton  borough,  was  formed  out  of  Palmer 
township.  This  district  contains  four  schools.  The  directors  propose 
to  erect  a  two-room  building  and  add  another  school.  One  of  the  old 
buildings  will  be  abandoned. 

With  this  report  my  work  as  superintendent  of  schools  of  North- 
ampton county  ends.  The  work  has  been  pleasant  and  I  desire  to 
thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  in  making  my  work  suc- 
cessful. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Ira  Shipman. 


1  am  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  submitting  this,  my  sixth  annual 
report.  A  report  to  be  of  value  must  be  based  upon  facts  which  fairly 
represent  the  relative  condition  of  the  schools;  hence  my  comments  of 
necessity  must  be  both  favorable  and  unfavorable. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  teachers  employed  the  past  year,  51  are  graduates  of  normal 
schools;  50  hold  permanent  certificates,  42  professional  certificates 
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and  110  provisional  certificates.  This  is  the  highest  average  grade 
of  certificate  that  the  county  has  at  any  time  represented.  The  three 
districts  representing  the  highest  average  grade  of  certificates  are 
Zerbe,  Kalpho  and  Northumberland,  there  being  only  three  provi- 
sionals held  out  of  a  total  of  30  teachers  employed. 

Not  including  coal  region  districts  and  a  few  boroughs,  teachers 
labor  for  a  lower  average  salary  than  any  other  class  of  professional 
workers.     A  minimum  salary  is  as  much  needed  as  a  minimum  term. 

From  the  standpoint  of  knowledge  of  branches,  nearly  all  teachers 
measure  up  to  a  high  standard.  From  the  standpoint  of  theory  and 
methods,  we  have  many  who  should  be  stronger.  From  the  stand- 
point of  thoroughness  in  teaching,  we  have  the  greatest  difference. 
There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  teachers  to  hurry  through 
books,  regardless  of  the  real  practical  value  of  what  is  gone  over. 
There  are  many  others  who  have  well  defined  outlines,  emphasize 
the  essentials  and  give  but  little  attention  to  the  nonessentials.  Gen- 
erally speaking,  the  teachers  are  interested  in  their  work,  and  adapt 
rather  than  adopt  the  methods  of  others. 

We  occasionally  hear  expressions  of  doubt  as  to  the  probable  suc- 
cess of  young  teachers  who  have  had  no  previous  experience.  As  a 
rule  we  find  that  what  they  lack  in  experience,  they  more  than  make 
up  in  ambition,  interest  in  the  work  and  willingness  to  carry  out  all 
needed  reforms.  Some  persons  are  as  old  at  18,  in  intelligence,  good 
judgment  and  farsightedness,  as  others  are  at  40.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  still  advocate  tenure  of  teacher's  position.  No  teacher  should  be  re- 
moved except  for  good  cause.  Change  of  competent,  considerate,  in- 
terested teachers  always  proves  a  loss  to  the  schools.  The  value  of  a 
teacher's  services  depends  more  upon  what  the  teacher  is,  than  upon 
what  he  knows  or  says.  The  teacher  who  thinks  or  says,  "Do  as  I  tell 
you,  not  as  I  do,"  is  exerting  an  influence,  the  tendency  of  which  is 
downward. 

Superintendent's  Work. 

During  my  term  as  superintendent,  I  have  had  the  almost  unani- 
mous support  and  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  citi- 
zens, factors  which  have  been  of  inestimable  value  in  the  introduction 
of  whatever  was  necessary  to  promote  the  general  interest  and  prac- 
tical value  of  school  work. 

Among  the  steps  taken  in  advance  of  what  existed  when  I  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office,  I  enumerate  as  follows:  (1)  The  holding  of 
teachers'  meetings  at  various  points  throughout  the  county,  previous 
to  the  opening  of  schools.  (2)  The  preparation  and  introduction  of  a 
graded  course  of  study  for  county  and  village  schools.  (3)  The  hold- 
ing of  central  examinations  in  rural  districts  near  the  close  of  the 
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school  term.  (4)  The  introduction  of  pupil's  monthly  report  cards 
in  every  country  district  in  the  county.  (5)  The  outlining  of  a  course  of 
supplementary  reading  for  the  more  advanced  classes  in  the  rural 
schools.  (6)  The  introduction  and  continued  use  of  monthly  uniform 
reviews  and  outline  of  work  for  the  succeeding  month.  (7)  The  intro- 
duction of  teacher's  annual  grade  sheets  and  reports.  (8)  The  intro- 
duction of  printed  institute  programs,  issued  prior  to  institute  week. 
(9)  The  reading  of  an  annual  report  at  the  opening  of  every  county 
institute.  (1.0)  The  setting  apart  each  year  of  a  day  to  be  observed  as 
parent's  or  patren's  day.  (11)  The  introduction  of  observation  work 
and  civil  government  in  the  country  and  village  schools.  (12)  The  be- 
ginning of  a  permanent  record  of  county  institute  procedings.  (13) 
The  beginning  of  a  record  of  teacher's  professional  certificates,  re- 
newed or  granted.  (14)  The  keeping  of  a  continuous  record  of  names 
and  attendance  of  teachers  who  attended  county  institute.  (15)  Plac- 
ing on  file  in  the  superintendent's  office  all  the  annual  grade  sheets  for 
future  reference. 

All  the  common  routine  work,  such  as  visiting  schools,  attending 
and  holding  local  institutes,  attending  educational  meetings  and  Nor- 
mal school  examinations,  and  answering  hundreds  of  letters  annually 
was  done  in  addition  to  the  work  incident  to  the  advance  steps  above 
enumerated.  All  of  the  steps  in  advance  referred  to  were  not  merely 
introduced  and  dropped,  but  have  been  vigorously  pursued,  and  at 
present  are  all  in  good  working  condition.  Our  aim  has  been  to  add 
system,  order,  method  and  value  to  school  work,  and  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  our  efforts  have  not  been  put  forth  in  vain. 

I  am  not  of  the  opinion  that  I  did  all  that  has  been  done — far  from  it 
— I  ask  only  to  be  counted  as  one  of  the  many  earnest  teachers  and  di- 
rectors who  have  taken  an  active  part  in  promoting  the  interests  and 
worth  of  the  common  school  system.  This  part  of  my  report  would  be 
incomplete  if  I  were  not  to  refer  to  one  of  the  many  incidents  con- 
nected with  our  efforts  to  introduce  these  changes  and  secure  for  them 
the  backing  and  co-operation  of  school  boards. 

The  course  of  study  for  country  and  village  schools  was  not  intro- 
duced without  opposition  on  the  part  of  a  few  teachers  and  some  di- 
rectors. One  farsighted  "director  and  taxpayer"  is  reported  to  have 
said,  when  the  matter  of  introduction  was  considered,  "Look  out, 
there  is  something  behind  this."  Of  course  there  was  something  be- 
hind it,  some  of  the  evidence  of  which  is  that  three  graded  high  schools 
in  country  districts  have  at  least  partially  grown  out  of  it — One  at 
Pottsgrove,  in  East  Chillisquaque;  one  at  Elysburg,  in  Kalpho,  and 
one  in  Coal  township,  with  fair  prospects  of  other  districts  following 
in  the  near  future.  The  grading  of  schools  created  a  demand  for  more 
advanced  work,  and  this  demand  is  being  gradually  met. 
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Improvement  in  School  Houses. 

Very  few  school  houses  are  now  without  window  curtains,  slate 
blackboads,  papered  or  painted  walls,  good  furniture,  adjustable  win- 
dows, some  wall  decorations,  etc.  In  short,  they  have  assumed  a  more 
homelike  and  inviting  appearance,  all  of  which  have  influence  upon 
the  moral  and  aesthetic  nature  of  the  children  who  spend  the  greater 
part  of  the  first  ten  years  of  school  life  within  their  walls. 

Following  are  a  few  school  room  notes  taken  at  different  times. 
First,  taken  in  1893.  Flag,  two  wall  maps,  book  case,  dictionary 
shelf,  new  slate  board,  blank,  dirty  walls,  no  window  curtains,  teacher 
slow  and  easy,  using  alphabet  methods,  etc.  Same  school  in  1898. 
Flag,  wall  maps  in  use,  books  in  case  neatly  arranged,  window  cur- 
tains, papered  walls,  clean  floor,  library  started,  outline  work  on  the 
board,  review  work  to  present,  teacher  does  not  use  book  much  in  reci- 
tation, orderly  dismissal. 

Space  will  not  permit  me  to  refer  to  every  section  of  the  county,  but 
marked  improvement  is  noticeable  in  nearly  every  district.  There  is 
still  room  for  improvement  in  a  few  districts  that  have  been  held  in 
check  by  a  few  penny-wise  and  pound  foolish  directors,  who  think 
that  anything  is  good  enough  for  the  boys  and  girls  in  school.  Not 
all  directors  in  the  same  district  are  responsible  for  not  progressing, 
sometimes  one  or  two  may  be  the  cause  of  it. 

Six  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  1898-9.  One  in  Lower 
Augusta,  on  the  Hoover  island;  one  in  West  Cameron,  one  in  Coal, 
one  in  Dalmatia  Independent  district,  one  in  Mt.  Carmel  township, 
one  in  Eockefeller  township.  Those  in  Lower  Augusta,  West  Cam- 
eron, Mt.  Carmel  and  Eockefeller  are  all  one-story  frame  buildings. 
Those  in  Coal  and  Dalmatia  are  two-story  brick  structures,  finished 
according  to  the  latest  plans  for  school  buildings  and  furnished  with 
improved  systems  of  heating  and  ventilating. 

The  directors  in  Coal  township  elected  Mr.  Albert  Lloyd  township 
superintendent,  May  2,  1899.  There  are  46  teachers  regularly  em- 
ployed in  this  district.  The  number  of  schools  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  county  superintendent  has  been  reduced  to  205,  but  we 
do  not  look  upon  this  as  reducing  his  work  proportionally — There  are 
still  more  schools  to  supervise  than  one  man  can  well  oversee — The 
closer  the  supervision  the  better  the  results,  and  since  the  number  has 
been  reduced,  the  county  superintendent  may  be  able  to  visit  each 
school  twice  or  more  each  term.  My  successor,  Prof.  Benjamin  Ap- 
ple, of  Sunbury,  is  ambitious,  well  qualified,  and  interested  in  school 
work.  We  predict  a  successful  administration  for  him,  and  extend  to 
him  our  co-operation  and  best  wishes. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Sunbury,  December  19-23,  1898. 
The  instructors  were  Byron  W.  King,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Martin  G. 
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Benedict,  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  G.  T.  Cooper,  Dr. 
Lincoln  Hulley,  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  H.  W.  Gass,  Miss  Margaret 
McCloskey.  Evening  lecturers  were  Byron  W.  King,  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Rev.  Russell  H.  Conwell  and  Geo.  W.  Bain. 

There  were  297  teachers  enrolled,  and  more  than  100  directors  pre- 
sent. Shamokin,  Mt.  Carmel  and  Milton  districts  were  poorly  repre- 
sented. The  law  makes  it  obligatory  upon  the  county  superintendent 
to  hold  the  annual  institute  and  every  district  should  remain  loyal  to 
it.  This  uncertainty  about  attendance,  more  or  less  handicaps  the 
superintendent  in  employing  talent  and  making  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  a  good  teachers'  institute. 

The  institutes  have  been  a  success  financially  and  otherwise  and  by 
remaining  loyal  to  them,  the  good  work  can  be  continued.  We  should 
be  sorry  to  see  the  institute  decline  unless  something  better  can  be 
substituted  for  it.  I  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  $85.71,  as 
against  $3.96  on  hand  six  years  ago. 

Hon.  J.  J.  Reimensnyder. 

May  2,  1899,  Hon.  J.  J.  Reimensnyder,  the  first  county  superinten- 
dent of  Northumberland  county,  died  at  the  age  of  86  years  and  10 
months.  Mr.  Reimensnyder  was  a  man  of  culture  and  refinement. 
He  always  took  an  active  part  in  educational  events,  giving  encour- 
agement by  his  presence,  his  talks  and  his  acts.  For  the  past  six 
years  he  was  present  and  assisted  in  the  opening  exercises  of  the 
teachers'  institutes.     He  will  be  missed. 

Memory  Work. 

Due  attention  has  been  given  to  memory  work  along  the  lines  sug- 
gested by  Prof.  J.  P.  McCaskey.  The  suggestions  have  been  carried 
out  by  many  teachers,  and  have  borne  some  fruit  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  letter,  touching  upon  memory  and  review  work.  (Letter) 
"The  pupils  took  more  interest  in  this  review  than  formerly,  and  so 
made  better  percentages.  I  sent  for  the  memory  work  you  suggested, 
and  have  been  giving  my  pupils  some  selections  from  it.  Thus  far 
they  have  committed  "The  Way  to  Heaven,"  "Lincoln's  Gettysburg 
Speech,"  "A  Psalm  of  Life,"  "Busy  Lives"  and  "Little  Boy  Blue." 
Some  are  very  apt  in  committing,  and  I  think  it  helps  them  in  other 
lines  of  work." 

The  Odd  Fellows'  Orphans'  Home,  three  miles  from  Sunbury,  has 
established  a  school  in  connection  with  the  home.  They  employ  a 
teacher  by  the  year,  and  the  educational  needs  of  the  children  are  well 
provided  for.     There  are  about  30  pupils  enrolled. 

Regular  courses  of  study  were  completed  for  the  first  time  at  Potts- 
grove,  Elysburg  and  Dalmatia,  and  appropriate  graduating  exercises 


No.  5.  PERRY  COUNTY.  109 

were  held  at  each  place.  The  closing  and  graduating  exercises  of  the 
Northumberland  schools  were  especially  appropriate  and  interesting. 
A  commendable  educational  sentiment  prevails  in  nearly  every  sec- 
tion of  the  county. 

This  report  closes  my  work  as  county  superintendent.  The  six 
years  that  I  served  have  been  short,  busy  years,  and  I  leave  the  work, 
feeling  that  I  have  done  my  duty.  I  return  my  thanks  to  teachers,  di- 
rectors, pupils  and  citizens  in  every  part  of  the  county  for  kind, 
courteous  treatment,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
assistance,  suggestions  and  advice  promptly  and  courteously  given. 


PERRY  COUNTY— Ezra  H.  Bryner. 


The  progress  of  the  work  of  the  public  schools  of  this  county  for  the 
year  just  closed  shows  much  that  should  be  commended.  With  few 
exceptions  both  teachers  and  pupils  worked  together  harmoniously, 
and  consequently  with  a  great  deal  of  profit. 

Our  teachers  realizing  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  present  are 
to  be  the  men  and  women  of  the  future,  that  the  future  success  of  our 
country,  which  we  all  love  so  well,  and  of  which  we  are  so  justly  proud, 
depends  upon  them,  have  been  endeavoring  to  instil  into  their  minds, 
not  only  facts  concerning  arithmetic,  grammar  and  geography,  but 
they  have  also  been  zealously  at  work  molding  character.  As  the 
sculptor  with  his  block  of  marble  chips  off  a  piece  here  and  a  piece 
there,  until  he  has  a  complete  and  finished  figure  before  him,  so  they, 
to  whom  our  boys  and  girls  have  been  entrusted,  have  been  by  gentle 
and  kindly  raps,  fashioning  and  moulding  minds  and  characters. 

The  improvement  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  has  been  marked. 
They  have  to  a  very  great  extent  improved  themselves  at  some  normal 
school  or  academy,  and  during  the  school  term  have,  by*  private  study, 
imbibed  much  that  is  useful  and  beneficial. 

Teachers  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  children  of  our  schools 
of  the  present  day  demand  that  they  be  better  prepared  and  better 
equipped  than  when  they  themselves  were  pupils.  The  standard  of 
qualification  will  be  raised  and  examinations  will  be  made  more  rigid, 
certificates  will  be  refused  the  incompetent,  and  those  who  are  not 
progressive  need  not  apply. 

I  must  reiterate  what  has  been  said  before,  namely :  that  directors 
do  not  visit  the  schools  entrusted  to  their  care.  Every  director  should 
visit  each  school  in  his  district  at  least  once  a  year,  but  it  is  a  well 
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known  fact  that  the  only  time  a  large  number  of  them  see  the  inside 
of  the  school  building  is  when  they  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing their  teachers.  Gentlemen,  this  ought  not  so  to  be.  Let  me  call 
the  attention  of  the  respective  boards  to  "School  Laws"  section 
CXXXII,  which  says:  "They  (directors)  shall  exercise  a  general  super- 
vision over  all  the  schools  of  their  respective  districts,  and  shall  by 
one  or  more  of  their  number  visit  every  school  in  the  district  at  least 
once  in  each  month,  and  shall  cause  the  result  of  such  visits  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  minutes  of  the  board." 

Carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  law  would  make  directors  more 
efficient,  would  give  them  an  insight  into  the  workings  of  their  schools 
and  would  stimulate  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  better  efforts. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  New  Bloom- 
field  during  the  last  week  of  November.  The  instructors  were:  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Bonebrake,  Dr.  E. 
O.  Lyte,  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Frank  C.  Bowersox, 
superintendent  of  Snyder  county;  Miss  Belle  Been,  musical  directress. 

The  evening  entertainers  were:  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Wm.  Hawley  Smith  and  the  Cecilia  Musical  Club. 

The  third  annual  session  of  the  Perry  county  association  of  school 
directors  convened  on  Thursday  morning  and  discussed  a  number  of 
important  question  relative  to  our  public  schools.  In  the  afternoon 
the  directors  met  in  joint  session  with  the  institute  and  were  ad- 
dressed by  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Bone- 
brake  and  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels. 

The  interesting  program  prepared  by  the  executive  committee 
caused  much  earnest  discussion. 

These  annual  gatherings  give  directors  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
in  social  intercourse,  and  it  is  to  be  very  much  regretted  that  a  larger 
number  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
thereby. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county,  all  of  which  were 
well  attended.  A  number  of  districts  have  repaired  their  buildings, 
and  have  furnished  them  with  slate  blackboards  and  patent  furniture. 

Two  new  buildings  were  erected  in  Spring  and  Watts  townships, 
respectively. 

Additional  schools  were  established  in  Newport,  New  Buffalo  and 
Elliottsburg. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  making  an  appeal 
for  the  establishment  of  school  libraries  in  the  various  dis- 
tricts Outside  of  a  few  boroughs,  there  is  not  one  library 
in  the  schools  of  our  county.  Through  the  efforts  of  teach- 
ers and  pupils  a  goodly  sum  of  money  could  be  raised 
for  this  purpose.  A  few  well  chosen  books  would  thus  become  the 
nucleus  of  what  might  in  the  future  reach  vast  proportions.     Our 


No.  5.  PIKE   COUNTY.  Ill 

pupils  should  have  access  to  books  which  necessarily  can  not  be  placed 
in  the  regular  course  of  study. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  many 
favors  received  and  the  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  for  their  co- 
operation, and  the  press  for  publishing  educational  news. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Geo.  Sawyer. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been,  in  many  respects,  one  productive  of 
good  results  in  the  school  work  of  Pike  county,  although  the  pro- 
gress toward  raising  the  standard  of  the  work  done  over  that  of  last 
year  has  been  necessarily  slow  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  winter, 
and  the  irregularity  of  attendance  due  to  many  causes  that  were  un- 
avoidable. 

One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  we  have  to  the  rapid  advancement 
of  our  schools  is  irregularity  in  attendance  due  many  times  to  the 
condition  of  the  roads  in  winter,  to  sickness,  and  perhaps  often  to 
parents  allowing  their  children  to  remain  at  home  at  times  when  there 
was  no  necessity  for  them  to  do  so. 

The  work  for  the  year  has  been  practical  in  most  cases  and  well 
calculated  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils  and  our  teachers 
are  deserving  much  credit  for  the  active  interest  which  they  have 
taken  in  everything  pertaining  to  school  matters,  and  especially  in 
their  efforts  to  advance  the  standing  of  their  respective  schools. 

The  financial  condition  of  most  of  the  districts  of  the  county  has 
been  such  that  but  little  encouragement  has  been  given  in  the  form 
of  wages. 

Five  districts  decreased  and  three  increased  the  wages  of  male 
teachers,  the  remaining  three  districts  left  the  wages  of  male  teachers 
the  same  as  last  year. 

The  wages  of  female  teachers  were  increased  in  four  districts,  de- 
creased in  two,  and  were  left  the  same  as  last  year  in  the  remaining 
five  districts. 

In  three  districts  there  has  been  an  increase  of  from  one  to  two 
months  in  the  length  of  the  term.  In  the  other  districts  the  term  re- 
mained the  same  as  last  year.  The  new  law  increasing  the  term  to 
seven  months  will  only  effect  two  townships,  Porter  and  Lehman,  the 
other  districts  having  already  from  seven  to  nine  months — the  aver- 
age for  the  county  being  seven  and  one-half  months. 

The  number  of  pupils  attending  school  remains  about  the  same  as 
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last  year  in  two  districts  but  is  increased  in  nine,  while  the  per  cent- 
age  of  attendance  is  less  in  six  districts  and  increased  in  five.  As 
compared  with  18DG  report,  the  per  centage  of  attendance  is  greater  in 
eight  districts,  the  average  for  the  county  having  increased  a  frac- 
tion over  three  per  cent,  since  1896. 

But  four  townships  raise  more  funds  by  local  taxation  than  is  re- 
ceived from  the  State.  In  all  the  other  townships  the  State  appro- 
priation exceeds  the  amount  raised  by  local  taxation. 

When,  however,  we  consider  that  the  lowest  rate  levied  in  the 
county  for  school  purposes  alone  is  five  mills,  and  that  it  ranges  from 
that  to  thirteen  mills — the  average  for  the  county  being  eight  and 
one-eleventh  mills — the  amount  of  school  tax  paid  by  each  taxable 
is  quite  high  as  compared  with  other  districts  in  a  large  number  of 
counties  of  the  State. 

The  State  appropriation  is  the  only  means  by  which  the  schools  of. 
the  county  can  be  kept  upon  a  good  running  basis,  and  should  there 
be  any  great  reduction  in  the  amount  received  from  the  State,  the 
school  interests  of  the  county  would  be  seriously  crippled. 

The  appropriation  under  the  new  basis  of  distribution  has  been 
increased  in  every  district  except  Milford,  and  this  increase  for  the 
year  is  due  to  several  districts  receiving  a  greater  amount  from  the 
State  than  is  raised  by  local  taxation. 

Improvements  in  school  buildings  have  been  made  in  several  dis- 
tricts by  repairs  and  painting  and  a  number  of  outhouses  have  been 
erected  to  meet  more  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  regard  to  them. 

Changes  also  have  been  made  in  school  furniture,  and  new  text 
books  have  taken  the  place  of  old  worn  out  ones  in  some  townships. 
In  the  employment  of  teachers,  selection  of  text  books,  expenditure 
for  improvements,  additions  to  school  furniture,  and  in  all  that  relates 
to  the  provision  for  and  management  of  the  schools,  directors  have 
generally  exercised  good  judgment  and  they  are  deserving  of  praise 
for  the  interest  which  they  have  manifested  in  the  advancement  of 
the  school  interests  of  the  county. 

During  the  year  there  were  held  ten  public  and  thirteen  special 
examinations  at  which  one  hundred  and  forty-two  applicants  were 
examined,  forty-three  of  whom  were  rejected  because  of  their  failure 
to  reach  the  passing  mark. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Milford  during 
the  week  beginning  October  31,  the  instructors  present  were  Deputy 
Superintendent  Hon.  Henry  Houck;  Dr.  John  C.  Willis,  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.;  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible  and  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  both  of  the  East 
Stroudsburg  Normal.  Each  instructor  gave  an  evening  lecture  in 
addition  to  day  work.  Only  one  teacher  in  the  county  was  absent 
during  the  week  and  she  was  prevented  from  being  present  because  of 
sickness. 
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Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  county  had  so  much  interest  in 
a  teachers'  institute  been  shown  by  the  teachers  and  the  public.  The 
day  sessions  were  largely  attended  by  the  public,  and  in  the  evening, 
the  court  house  was  almost  too  small  to  accommodate  comfortably 
those  who  were  present.  Although  no  admission  was  charged  for 
the  evening  lectures,  yet  the  public  contributed  to  the  expenses  of  the 
institute  so  that  the  receipts  for  the  week  more  than  covered  expendi- 
tures. Lafayette  Arbor  Day  was  observed  by  many  of  the  schools 
of  the  county.  In  addition  to  exercises  in  relation  to  trees,  plants, 
etc.,  a  patriotic  programme  that  had  been  arranged  for  the  day  was 
rendered  by  pupils  and  the  public. 

A  patriotic  spirit  seems  to  have  become  general  throughout  the 
county  for  the  year  has  been  made  memorable  because  of  Hag  raisings, 
patriotic  speeches,  essays,  recitations,  etc.  The  exercises  upon  many 
occasions  being  participated  in  by  the  public  as  well  as  teachers  and 
pupils. 

The  directors  of  Milford  Independent  district,  have  arranged  an 
advanced  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  and  because  of  branches 
additional  to  those  of  former  years,  no  students  finished  the  course 
during  the  year. 

Nine  pupils  completed  the  course  in  the  Matamoras  High  School 
and  were  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial 
support  given  me  by  directors,  teachers,  citizens  and  the  public  press, 
and  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  endeavoring  to  advance  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  county,  I  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks. 


POTTER  COUNTY— Anna  Bodler. 


The  county  has  been  continuing  work  mentioned  in  previous  re- 
ports. 

Especial  effort  has  been  made  to  continue  the  establishing  of  li- 
braries and  increasing  those  already  established.  There  are  about 
twenty  schools  now  without  libraries.  The  total  sum  raised  by  en- 
tertainments and  subscriptions  during  the  past  two  years  is  about 
$1 ,200.     No  tax  has  been  levied  for  the  purpose. 

The  teachers  themselves  have  done  more  reading  than  heretofore. 

They  have  averaged  from  four  to  five  books  each  during  the  past  year, 

besides  the  professional  reading.     The  professional  reading  course 

consisted  of  Tompkin's  ''School    Management"  and    Kings  "School 
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Interests  and  Duties.'1  Magazines  are  not  read  as  much  as  might  be 
desired.  Jt  would  be  well  for  the  superintendent  to  select  one  or 
two  classics  each  year  for  the  study  of  teachers.  The  examination  in 
reading  might  be  based  on  this  study. 

Besides  the  contributions  made  for  libraries,  funds  have  been  raised 
for  the  purchase  of  several  organs  and  one  piano. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  interest  teachers  in  the  study  of  art. 
The  work  needs  to  be  carried  farther.  Art  gives  inspiration  and  in- 
terest to  life,  but  in  order  to  be  appreciated  it  must  be  taught.  Some 
of  the  educational  papers  have  come  to  the  assistance  of  teachers. 
Several  magazines  are  devoted  entirely  to  art.  Books  like  "How  to 
Study  a  Picture"  and  'Art  for  Art's  Sake"  are  within  the  teacher's 
reach.  Copies  of  famous  pictures  can  be  secured  for  a  penny  apiece 
from  the  Perry  Picture  Company,  Maiden,  Mass.  Pictures  and  casts 
for  school  room  decorations  can  generally  be  secured  from  contribu- 
tions or  proceeds  from  school  entertainments.  Teachers  might  buy 
a  picture  or  cast  occasionally  as  one  buys  books  and  take  these  to  their 
different  schools.  Instead  of  giving  each  child  a  souvenir  on  the  last 
day  of  school,  as  is  the  practice  with  many  teachers,  why  not  present 
a  neatly  framed  picture  to  the  school?  Care  must  be  exercised  in  the 
choice  of  pictures.  Only  pictures  that  can  lay  claim  to  artistic  merit 
and  portray  the  ideal  should  be  chosen.  Tobacco  and  soap  advertise- 
ments as  well  as  a  certain  class  of  pictures  of  which  "The  Wedding 
Breakfast"  is  typical  should  be  avoided.  These  are  on  a  parallel  with 
the  cheap  novel. 

Lessons  in  arithmetic  were  taught  at  the  different  teachers'  meet- 
ings. The  formal  steps  of  instruction  were  followed.  The  discussion 
of  each  lesson  was  led  by  an  experienced  teacher  the  other  teachers 
joining  in  the  discussion. 

One  of  our  great  needs  is  more  teachers'  meetings.  If  the  teachers 
in  each  district  or  in  two  or  more  adjoining  districts  could  meet  once 
or  twice  a  month,  the  result  would  be  better  school  work,  but  with 
present  conditions  the  scheme  is  not  practicable. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weiss. 


Directors'  Association. 

The  following  is  a  brief  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Directors'  Association  of  Schuylkill  county, 
held  at  Pottsville,  October  10, 1898.     Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail,  the  presiding 
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officer,  introduced  Hon.  John  Boland  who  read  an  excellent  paper  on 
"Primary  Education."'  The  paper  elicited  a  lively  discussion.  Then 
Supt.  E.  F.  Ditchburn  of  Tamaqua,  read  an  able  and  lengthy  paper  on 
"District  Debt  and  State  Appropriation,"  which  was  referred  to  the 
executive  committee.  Mr.  Edwards  of  Ashland,  followed  Supt.  Ditch- 
burn,  and  read  an  able  paper  on  "Should  the  Agents  of  School  Ap- 
paratus be  Ignored  by  School  Boards?" 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  annual  convention  at  Pottsville. 
The  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  Mr.  W.  J.  Perry,  Maha- 
noy  City;  Vice  President,  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Diefenderfer,  Orwigsburg;  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  W.  F.  Scheerer,  Pottsville;  Treasurer,  Supt.  Geo.  W. 
Weiss,  Schuylkill  Haven.  The  president,  Mr.  Perry,  appointed  the 
following  executive  committee  for  the  ensuing  year  (1899):  Dr.  C. 
Lenker,  Schuylkill  Haven;  Mr.  Edwards,  Ashland;  Mr.  E.  G.  Faust, 
Pottsville;  Mr.  Yost,  Ryan,  and  Hon.  John  Boland,  Mt.  Carbon. 

The  following  were  appointed  State  delegates:  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail, 
Auburn;  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Diefenderfer,  Orwigsburg;  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Kennedy, 
Pottsville;  Mr.  Alfred  Kitto,  Giradville,  and  Mr.  David  Vetter,  New 
Ringgold.     The  session  was  profitable  to  the  directors  in  attendance. 

Houses. 

Eight  new  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  following  districts:  Barry,  Butler,  Washington  and 
Wayne,  each  one,  and  Eldred  and  Upper  Mahantongo,  each  two. 

Barry  erected  a  new  frame  building  thirty-two  by  thirty-six  feet, 
ceiling  twelve  feet.  It  has  a  vestibule,  two  cloak  rooms,  a  cupola  and 
a  bell.  It  is  wainscoted  inside  and  furnished  with  patent  desks  and 
slate  surface. 

Butler  directors  built  a  one-story,  two-room,  frame  school  house 
thirty  by  thirty-six  feet,  ceiling  fourten  feet.  It  is  wainscoted  inside 
to  the  height  of  four  feet.  It  has  a  recitation  room  ten  by  twenty- 
eight  feet  and  is  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  175  square  feet  of 
slate  surface.     Cost  of  building  $864. 

Eldred  erected  two  buildings.  The  one  is  a  one-room  frame  build- 
ing twenty-six  by  thirty  feet,  ceiling  twelve  feet.  It  is  wainscoted  in- 
side four  feet  high.  It  contains  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms  and 
is  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  144  square  feet  of  slate  surface. 
Cost,  $510. 

The  other  is  a  one-room  frame  building  twenty-four  by  thirty-eight 
feet,  ceiling  thirteen  feet,  wainscoted  inside  to  the  height  of  four  feet. 
It  has  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms  and  is  furnished  with  patent 
desks  and  slate  surface.     The  cost  of  the  building  is  $490. 

Upper  Mahantongo  built  two  new  frame  school  houses.  The  one 
is  a  one-room  building  twenty-eight  by  thirty  feet,  wainscoted  inside 
four  feet  high.     It  contains  a  vestibule  and  is  furnished  with  patent 
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desks  and  supplied  with  136  square  feet  of  slate  surface.  Access  to 
another  room  which  has  been  remodeled,  is  obtained  by  means  of 
folding  doors. 

The  other  is  also  a  one-room  building  twenty-four  by  twenty-eight 
feet,  wainscoted  inside  four  feet  high.  It  too  is  furnished  with  patent 
desks  and  supplied  with  13G  square  feet  of  slate  surface.  It  has  a  vesti- 
bule and  communication  with  another  room  which  has  been  remodeled, 
is  obtained  by  means  of  folding  doors.  Upper  Mahantongo  district 
has  now  four  graded  schools,  a  wise  move  on  the  part  of  the  directors. 

Washington  erected  a  one-room  frame  building  twenty-six  by 
thirty-six  feet,  ceiling  thirteen  feet,  wainscoted  four  feet  high.  It 
has  a  vestibule  and  two  cloak  rooms.  It  is  supplied  with  slate  sur- 
face and  furnished  with  patent  desks,  cost  $600.  Washington  town- 
ship now  has  two  graded  schools.     Well  done. 

Wayne  directors  built  a  one-room  frame  building  twenty-eight  by 
thirty-six  feet,  ceiling  thirteen  feet,  wainscoted  inside  five  feet 
high.  It  has  a  commodious  vestibule  six  by  ten  feet.  It  is  furnished 
with  patent  desks  and  supplied  with  slate  surface.  The  Board  of 
Directors  is  to  be  commended  upon  the  purchase  of  one-half  an  acre  of 
land  for  a  play-ground. 

All  the  new  school  buildings  erected  during  the  past  year  reflect 
credit  upon  the  directors  under  whose  supervision  they  were  built. 

The  following  districts  have  purchased  patent  desks  during  the 
jear:  Blythe,  Ind.,  for  one  school;  Butler,  for  two  rooms,  one  sup- 
plied with  single  desks;  Cass,  for  one  room,  single  desks;  Delano,  for 
one  room;  Eldred,  for  one  room;  Upper  Mahantongo,  for  two  rooms; 
Rahn,  for  one  room;  Rush,  for  one  room;  Schuylkill  township,  for 
one  room ;  Stevens,  for  one  room ;  North  Union,  for  one  room ;  Wash- 
ington, for  one  room;  Wayne,  for  two  rooms;  a  total  of  sixteen  (16) 
school  rooms. 

Apparatus. 

Increase  of  apparatus  was  made  in  the  following  districts:  Blythe, 
Ind.,  supplied  two  rooms  with  slate  surface;  Butler,  one  room  with 
slate  surface;  Cass,  four  Appleton's  Charts;  Church,  a  globe  and 
numeral  frame;  Delano,  a  normal  music  chart;  Eldred,  three  Apple- 
ton's  charts,  slate  surface  for  two  rooms,  a  set  of  outline  maps  and 
a  physiology  chart;  Frackville,  two  Appleton's  charts,  and  three 
physiology  charts;  Frailey,  one  dictionary,  one  set  of  outline  maps, 
and  one  room  supplied  with  slate  surface;  Foster,  an  Appleton's 
chart;  Girardville,  a  dictionary,  and  one  set  of  Chamber's  Encyclo- 
poedia;  Upper  Mahantongo,  two  sets  outline  maps,  and  two  rooms 
supplied  with  slate  surface;  McKeansburg,  slate  surface  for  one 
room;  Middleport,  one  reading  chart;  West  PenD,  two  Appleton's 
charts;  Rahn,  an  Appleton's  chart,  slate  surface  for  one  room;  Schuyl- 
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kill  Haven,  two  maps  of  Pennsylvania;  Tremont  borough,  one  set  of 
outline  maps;  Union,  six  (6)  International  Dictionaries;  Washington, 
slate  surface  for  one  room;  Wayne,  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Kaier's  Opera 
House,  Mahanoy  City,  October  31,  to  November  4,  1898.  During  the 
day  sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  O. 
T.  Corson,  Supt.  T.  L.  Gibson,  Miss  Lelia  E.  Patridge,  Mrs.  Louise 
Preece,  Dr.  H.  Justin  Koddy,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Hancher,  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Al- 
bert, and  Supt.  Geo.  Howell.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by 
Hon.  Wallace  Bruce  and  Hon.  Henry  Watterson,  and  musical  enter- 
tainments were  given  by  "The  Slayton  Jubilee  Singers,"  and  "The 
English  Glee  Club."  Local  institutes  were  held  at  Valley  View, 
Pine  Dale,  Ringtown,  Friedensburg  and  Sheppton.  These  meetings 
were  well  attended.  The  buildings  in  which  they  were  held  were 
filled  to  overflowing  so  that  many  people  were  turned  away  for  want 
of  even  standing  room.  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Henry  Houck, 
Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  and  Prof.  A.  C.  Rothermel  delivered  evening  lectures 
and  gave  instruction  during  the  day  sessions.  The  teachers  and 
pupils  of  the  various  districts  in  which  these  local  institutes  were  held 
rendered  most  excellent  assistance  by  favoring  the  institutes  with 
class  drills,  special  drills,  recitations,  talks,  essays,  and  discussions 
on  methods  of  teaching.  A  special  feature  of  these  institutes  was  the 
exhibition  of  school  work  which  reflected  credit  upon  both  teachers 
and  pupils. 

Conclusion. 

I  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  public 
press  of  the  county,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  and  the  friends  of 
education  for  their  many  courtesies,  their  valuable  co-operation,  and 
their  efficient  services  rendered. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— F.  C.  Bowersox. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  have  nothing  new  or 
startling  to  report.  The  educational  forces  have  been  at  work  and  ex- 
cellent results  have  been  attained  in  almost  every  line.  The  teacners, 
in  the  main,  have  been  earnest,  thoughtful  and  aggressive,  and  their 
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labors  have  stamped  efficiency  and  success  upon  the  work.  The  sev- 
eral boards  of  directors  have  manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  success- 
ful operation  of  the  schools  under  their  jurisdiction,  seeing  that  no 
want  existed  in  the  way  of  supplies  or  books  and  keeping  the  rooms 
in  a  comfortable  and  cheerful  condition. 

Many  directors  complied  with  the  law,  in  both  letter  and  spirit,  by 
visiting  the  schools  under  their  immediate  direction,  once  each  month, 
giving  timely  counsel  and  words  of  encouragement  to  both  teacher 
and  pupils,  thus  proving  themselves  alive  to  their  privileges  as  well 
as  their  duties.  May  we  not  hope  that  more  of  our  director-body 
will  imitate  this  course  of  action?  We  are  confident  that  no  better 
means  to  judge  the  skill  of  the  teacher  and  estimate  the  efficiency  of 
his  work  can  be  devised  than  is  afforded  directors  by  personally  in- 
specting the  schools  from  time  to  time. 

More  than  four  thousand  pupils  attended  the  schools  during  the 
year,  the  majority  of  whom  are  to  be  commended  for  their  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  in  study,  eagerness  and  regularily  of  attendance  and 
splendid  deportment.  Some  pupils  are  denied  the  privilege  of  attend- 
ing school  as  regularly  and  for  as  long  a  term  as  they  should,  because 
of  apathy  to  the  child's  best  interests  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  In 
many  instances,  children  are  kept  away  from  school  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  small  errands  which  in  our  judgment,  could  just  as  easily 
be  otherwise  disposed,  or  assigned  to  such  hours  as  need  not  conflict 
with  the  regular  school  hours.  Quite  a  number  of  our  pupils  cannot 
attend  the  district  school  more  than  four  months  of  each  year  because 
of  the  assistance  they  must  render  in  the  husking  corn,  chopping  of 
wood,  etc.,  all  of  which  is  to  be  greatly  deplored.  We  trust  that 
patrons  will  put  forth  every  effort  to  give  the  boys  and  girls  the  best 
possible  chance  in  the  new  year  confronting  us. 

Teachers'  Institutes. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  beginning  December 
5,  continuing  one  week  with  the  greatest  success.  During  the  day 
sessions  instruction  was  given  by  Hon.  N.  C.  Shaeffer,  Hon,  J.  Q.  Stew- 
art, Profs.  Kimber  Cleaver,  Paul  Billhardt,  Drs.  M.  G.  Benedict,  A. 
E.  Maltby  and  J.  P.  Welsh.  Evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Rev. 
G.  M.  Klepfer  and  William  Hawley  Smith.  An  intensely  interesting 
entertainment  was  furnished  by  the  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette,  which  was 
very  generally  considered  to  have  been  the  best  evening  attraction 
with  which  our  county  has  been  favored. 

Directors'  day  was  of  especial  interest  because  of  the  large  number 
of  directors  present  and  the  lively  interest  each  evinced  in  the  discus- 
sions. Questions  of  direct  and  practical  value  to  the  director  were 
prepared  by  a  committee  appointed  for  said  purpose,  and  the  directors 
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invited  to  present  each  subject  came  well  equipped,  which  gave  the 
exercises  a  very  vigorous  and  healthy  tone  from  the  start.  To  cap 
the  climax,  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  gave  a  rousing  address  to  the  directors 
in  which  he  graphically  portrayed  the  educational  history  of  the 
county  for  the  last  decade  and  urged  the  directors  to  rise  to  the  height 
of  their  opportunities  and  use  their  means  and  influence  for  the  pro- 
gression of  the  schools  along  all  lines  of  usefulness.  Monday  even- 
ing, December  5,  was  devoted  to  the  teachers,  the  program  consisted 
of  declarations,  essays  and  orations,  which  were  very  happily  de- 
livered. A  number  of  excellent  papers  and  addresses  were  presented 
by  prominent  teachers  during  the  week  which  added  very  materially 
to  the  profit  of  the  institute  since  none  know  our  environment  better 
than  they  who  are  daily  obliged  to  cope  with  our  surroundings.  Local 
institutes  were  held  in  many  districts.  Those  deserving  of  special 
mention  were  held  in  Middleburg,  Shamokin  Dam,  Fremont,  Adams- 
burg,  Freeburg  and  Port  Treverton.  A  joint  institute  comprising 
the  counties  of  Snyder  and  Juniata  was  held  at  Richfield.  At  all  of 
these  meetings  the  teachers  and  citizens  evinced  the  liveliest  interest. 
Crowded  houses  greeted  us  at  each  place  and  the  discussions  in  each 
instance  were  pithy  and  pointed,  dealing  with  up-to-date  questions 
along  all  lines  of  educational  inquiry. 

Teachers'  Normal  School. 

The  teachers'  normal  school  was  held  in  Middleburg,  beginning  July 
17  and  continuing  for  a  term  of  four  weeks.  Xinety-two  students 
were  enrolled.  Prof.  Noetling,  Dr.  Dimm,  Supt.  Cooper  and  Prof. 
Charles  ably  assisted  us  in  the  conduction  of  the  school. 

The  county  commissioners  kindly  gave  the  use  of  the  court  room  for 
lecture  purpose,  and  quite  a  number  of  our  citizens  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  hear  the  earnest  and  forcible  lectures  which  were 
delivered  primarily  to  the  student-body. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  in  Seebold's 
hall,  Middleburg,  June  6.  Many  important  subjects  relative  to  the 
duties  of  a  director  were  elaborately  discussed,  and  I  feel  certain  that 
much  of  the  seed  sown  has  fructified  in  a  single  season.  Through 
meetings  of  this  kind  a  higher  conception  of  the  office  of  school  direc- 
tor is  implanted  in  the  mind  of  the  average  director,  and  a  uniform 
course  of  action  prescribed  which  promotes  very  effectively  the  har- 
mony, utility  and  glory  of  our  schools. 

New  Buildings  and  Schools. 

Franklin  township  added  a  commodious  room  to  the  building  at 
Paxtonville.     The  room  is  bright  and  cheery,  well  ventilated  and  fur- 
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nished  with  excellent  seats  and  black-boards.  It  is  to  be  used  for*  the 
primary  grade. 

Terry  township  remodeled  the  Smith  school.  It  now  presents  a 
very  inviting  appearance.  Centre  township  added  a  third  grade  to 
the  schools  iu  Centreville.  This  was  much  needed.  The  board  rented 
a  room  adjacent  to  the  school  building  in  which  the  grammar  grade 
conducted  its  work.  Action  looking  toward  the  erection  of  a  new 
building  has  been  taken  by  the  board  and  ere  another  year  has  run 
its  course  we  shall  be  able  to  report  the  successful  completion  of  a 
substantial  modern  building,  which  shall  be  an  ornament  to  the  town 
and  credit  to  the  county. 

Middleburg  borough  is  erecting  a  four-room  building  made  of  fine 
pressed  brick  with  brown  stone  trimmings,  containing  a  system  of  dry 
closets  and  the  Will's  ventilating  and  heating  system.  In  all  its  ap- 
pointments this  by  far  the  best  building  in  our  county.  Its  total 
cost  will  be  about  $9,000. 

Apparatus. 

Many  schools  during  the  past  year  have  been  supplied  with  charts, 
relief  maps  and  mathematical  blocks.  We  believe  there  is  some  edu- 
cational value  in  materials  of  this  kind,  if  properly  used,  but  we  are 
forced  to  admit  that  often  these  things  are  urged  upon  districts  at 
such  an  extravagant  price  that  the  value  which  they  possess  is  en- 
tirely lost  in  the  value  expended  for  their  purchase. 

Encouragement  given  to  the  faithful,  competent  teacher  in  the  form 
of  a  few  dollars  advance  on  his  monthly  salary  will  most  likely  prove 
more  efficacious  in  the  development  of  the  school  than  costly  appli- 
ances. 

All  but  two  districts  in  the  county  are  supplied  with  good  diction- 
aries. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  districts  will  emulate  their  uster 
districts  in  this  respect.  A  good  dictionary  is  an  indispensable  ele- 
ment in  any  live  school. 

Visitations. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  twice  and  some  few  three 
times.  Quite  a  number  of  directors  and  citizens  accompanied  me  to 
their  respective  schools.  Much  interest  wras  manifested  in  the  gen- 
eral work  of  the  schools  and  earnest,  sincere  inquiry  made  as  to  the 
best  methods  by  which  rapid  and  permanent  progress  could  be  ac- 
quired. 

Holidays,  such  as  Lincoln's  and  Washington's  birthdays,  were  de- 
voted to  the  inculcation  of  patriotism.  Usually  teacher  and  school 
would  depart  from  the  regular  order  of  work  and  indulge  in  reading, 
declamations  and  songs  commemorative  of  the  day  and  its  hero,  thus 
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many  sentiments  of  duty  to  country  and  respect  for  its  noble  great 
have  been  instilled  in  their  younger  hearts  which  will  enable  them  to 
appreciate  more  and  more  the  grandeur  of  citizenship  in  this  the 
grandest  nation  in  the  galaxy  of  states. 

Thanking  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for  the  kindly  co- 
operation so  eagerly  given  me,  acknowledging  the  many  favors  by 
way  of  kindly  counsel  received  from  the  Department,  I  beg  leave  to 
close  this,  my  sixth  report. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— E.  E.  Pritts. 


To  state  accurately  the  progress  of  education  in  a  county  for  a  given 
year,  either  by  means  of  statistics  or  in  a  brief  report,  is  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  task.  I  feel  gratified,  however,  with  the  work  for  the 
year.  By  this,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  our  schools  were, 
by  any  means  perfect,  but  in  general  the  work  in  the  schools  was  sat- 
isfactory. In  my  visits  to  the  different  schools,  many  weak  places 
were  discernible;  yet  a  majority  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  were 
doing  earnest  and  conscientious  work,  and  much  good  has  resulted 
from  the  work  done  by  this  class  of  teachers. 

The  increase  in  the  total  enrollment  was  greater  than  usual,  and 
the  average  attendance  was  equally  good.  The  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  schools  was  seventeen,  the  largest  increase  in  a  single  year  in 
the  history  of  the  county.  The  directors  supplied  the  pupils  liberally 
with  text-books  and  supplies,  and  did  much  in  the  way  of  repairing 
and  furnishing  of  houses  to  add  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
pupils.  In  reviewing  the  work  for  the  year  we  have  many  reasons  for 
being  encouraged.  During  the  last  few  years  there  have  been  in- 
creased educational  interest  and  activity,  and  these,  if  properly  nur- 
tured, will  place  our  schools  in  a  condition  of  much  greater  usefulness 
and  efficiency. 

New  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  as  follows:  A  four-room 
building  in  Paint  township;  a  two-room  building  in  Somerset  town- 
ship, and  one  single  room  building  in  each  of  the  following  districts, 
viz:  Lower  Turkeyfoot,  Upper  Turkeyfoot,  Jenner,  Stonycreek,  South- 
ampton, Elk  Lick  and  Ogle.  These  are  all  good,  substantial  buildings 
furnished  with  modern  furniture  and  blate  boards.  In  every  instance, 
also,  the  selection  of  the  site  was  judicious,  and  ample  grounds  were 
secured  to  afford  children  room  for  exercise  and  play.  Strange  to 
say,  no  attention  was  given  to  the  matter  of  ventilation  in  the  con- 
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struction  of  these  buildings.  Quite  a  number  of  houses  were  repaired 
and  equipped  with  modern  furniture. 

Much  of  the  progress  of  the  schools  depends  upon  the  directors. 
They  are  charged  with  the  business  management  of  the  schools.  They 
select  the  teachers,  purchase  books  and  supplies  and  are  supposed  to 
visit  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts.  Some  of  the  schools  did 
not  receive  a  single  visit  from  any  of  the  directors.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  directors  to  visit  the  schools,  to  inspect  the  school  houses  and 
premises.  They  should  provide  everything  for  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  both  teacher  and  pupils.  They  should  see  to  it  that  out 
buildings  are  in  decent  condition,  and  that  the  text-books  and  sup- 
plies are  not  ruthlessly  destroyed  or  wantonly  wasted  by  the  pupils. 
There  is  no  more  effective  way  of  improving  the  schools  than  the  selec- 
tion of  men  for  directors  who  are  progressive  and  who  are  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  our  public  school  system. 

Three  hundred  aDd  twenty-one  teachers  were  employed  in  the 
schools  of  the  county  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  seventy  had  no 
previous  experience,  while  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  had  one  or  more 
year's  experience.  The  work  of  the  teachers  is  improving  each  year. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  encouraging  features  of  public  school  work. 
While  it  cannot  be  denied  that  some  of  our  teachers  are  very  weak 
professionally,  yet  a  majority  of  them  are  doing  effective  work  in  the 
school  room. 

A  larger  number  than  ever  before  are  attending  the  State  Normals, 
and  those  who  are  not  in  attendance  at  these  institutions  are  attend- 
ing the  local  normals  of  the  county.  This  is  indicative  of  a  desire 
upon  the  part  of  the  teachers  to  fit  themselves  for  more  efficient  work 
in  the  schools.  Twenty-one  public  examinations  were  held  through- 
out the  county.  Four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  applicants  were  ex- 
amined, of  which  about  three  hundred  were  licensed  to  teach.  It 
has  been  our  aim  to  make  the  examinations  sufficiently  rigid  in  order 
to  bar  the  incompetent,  and  assist  the  directors  in  securing  the  best 
qualified  teachers  for  our  schools.  In  order  to  do  this  we  were  com- 
pelled to  reject  all  who  failed  to  reach  the  required  standard. 

The  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Monday, 
November  28  to  December  2.  All  but  five  of  the  teachers  were  in  at- 
tendance and  these  were  absent  on  account  of  sickness.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  Prof.  Geo.  Little,  Prof. 
E.  D.  Stewart,  Prof.  Frank  S.  Fox,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Prof.  J.  D.  Meese 
and  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of 
lectures  by  Jahu  DeWitt  Miller,  William  Hawley  Smith  and  Dr.  A. 
A.  Willits  and  a  musical  entertainment  by  the  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette. 
The  interest  manifested  by  the  teachers  was  shown  by  their  faithful 
attendance  and  close  attention  to  the  work  of  the  instructors.  The 
public  manifested  much  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  institute, 
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many  being  unable  to  gain  an  entrance  on  account  of  the  throng  in  at- 
tendance. The  ninth  annual  directors'  convention  met  in  the  assem- 
bly hall  of  the  high  school  building  and  was  attended  by  about  sixty 
directors  from  different  parts  of  the  county.  These  meetings  are 
growing  in  favor  each  year,  and  we  believe  will  prove  a  strong  factor 
in  the  progress  of  education. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  all  but  a  few  districts.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  directors  will  insist  upon  it  that  the  teachers  in  every 
district  organize  local  institutes.  The  teacher  who  is  unwilling  to 
attend  the  institute  should  seek  some  other  employment.  He  is  not 
needed  in  the  ranks  of  the  teachers.  Local  institutes  are  growing  in 
popular  favor  and  teachers  and  directors  should  endeavor  to  make 
them  a  success. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  report  much  progress  in  the  matter  of  school 
libraries.  A  few  were  established  and  additions  made  to  those  al- 
ready established.  We  hope,  however,  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  a 
more  encouraging  report  along  this  line  until  another  year. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  rural  schools,  introduced  some  years 
ago,  is  now  in  succcessful  operation  in  every  district  in  the  county. 
The  examinations  for  graduation  were  held  on  the  25th  of  March. 
The  examinations  were  uniform  throughout  the  county.  The  ques- 
tions were  prepared  by  the  superintendent.  A  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  in  each  district  to  conduct  the  examinations.  The 
results  of  the  examinations  were  sent  to  the  superintendent,  who  is- 
sued diplomas  to  those  who  reached  the  required  standard.  This 
plan  of  graduating  pupils  from  our  rural  schools  may  be  open  to  some 
objections,  but  my  observation  leads  me  to  believe  that  it  has  been 
beneficial  to  the  schools  of  this  county. 

The  compulsory  law  was  mildly  enforced  by  the  directors.  This 
law  is  an  excellent  measure.  Many  pupils  share  the  benefits  of  our 
schools  whose  names  otherwise  would  never  have  appeared  upon  the 
rolls  of  the  public  schools. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging,  and  we  shall  look  for- 
ward to  the  coming  year  as  one  of  the  brightest  in  the  history  of  our 
schools.  I  feel  confident  that  with  the  continued  co-operation  of 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons  much  can  be  done  to  advance  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  countv. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— F.  W.  Meylert. 


Annual  School  Term. 

Every  friend  of  education  in  Sullivan  county  will  find  cause  for  con- 
gratulation in  the  fact  that  our  schools  were  open  to  our  pupils  for  a 


124  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

longer  term  than  ever  before  in  their  history.  For  the  year  ending 
June  5,  1899,  the  average  term  was  7.13  months,  while  for  the  preced- 
ing year  the  average  was  6.55  months.  This  large  increase  is  most 
gratifjing  and  was  made  possible  by  the  increased  State  appropria- 
tion through  the  workings  of  the  new  distribution  law.  Every  dis- 
trict in  the  county,  with  one  exception,  had  a  term  exceeding  the  min- 
imum prescribed  by  law.  A  few  of  our  districts  are  amply  able  to 
offer  school  privileges  to  their  pupils  at  least  four  weeks  longer  than 
they  at  present  enjoy.  May  the  spirit  of  progress  manifest  in  this 
matter  by  many  of  our  districts  during  the  past  year  continue  until  all 
shall  measure  up  to  the  full  limit  of  their  possibilities. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  consisted  of  a  six  weeks  ses- 
sion of  the  Laporte  Summer  Normal  School,  the  county  institute  and 
six  local  institutes.  All  were  well  attended  and  proved  valuable  in 
carrying  forward  the  work. 

The  summer  school  accomplished  a  most  valuable  and  practical 
v  ork.  Over  sixty  students  were  enrolled  and  a  thorough  review 
ci  urse  with  special  reference  to  school  management  and  methods  of 
teaching  was  given.  The  summer  school  has  accomplished  great  good 
as  an  educational  factor  in  this  county.  It  has  raised  the  standard  of 
scholarship  among  the  teachers,  furnished  them  with  much  valuable 
supplementary  work,  and  materially  increased  their  teaching  skill  and 
power.  Its  influence  as  a  means  of  inspiring  many  of  them  to  seek  a 
higher  education  has  also  been  felt. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  DuShore  during  the  week  com- 
mencing December  26,  1898.  Only  one  teacher  was  absent.  In  num- 
bers and  permanent  value  it  compared  favorably  with  any  of  those 
preceding  it.  The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship, 
editor  of  the  New  England  Journal  of  Education;  Dr.  C.  C.  Rounds, 
formerly  principal  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Normal  School; 
James  M.  Coughlin,  superintendent  of  schools,  Wilkes-Barre;  J.  Geo. 
Becht,  superintendent  of  schools  of  Lycoming  county;  Prof.  C.  M. 
Parker,  musical  director,  B'inghamton,  N.  Y. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainment  were  given  by  Dr.  Winship, 
Dr.  Rounds,  Hon.  Emerson  Collins  and  the  C.  M.  Parker  Concert  Com- 
pany. Both  the  day  sessions  and  evening  entertainments  were 
largely  attended  by  citizens  and  much  general  interest  in  school  work 
was  manifested.  The  County  Directors'  Asociation  met  with  the  in- 
stitute during  the  Wednesday  afternoon  session  and  was  addressed 
by  Dr.  Winship  and  Supt.  Coughlin. 

The  local  institutes  were  well  attended  and  acomplished  much 
good.  Six  of  these  meetings  were  held,  two  in  each  local  institute 
district  as  follows:  In  the  eastern  district,  at  DuShore  and  Lopez;  in 


No.  5.  SULLIVAN  COUNTY.  125 

the  southern  district,  at  Sonestown  and  Muncy  Valley;  in  the  western 
district  at  Forksville  and  Estella.  All  but  twelve  of  our  teachers  at- 
tended one  or  more  of  these  institutes  and  participated  in  the  discus- 
sions. Many  of  the  papers  read  were  highly  creditable,  showing  care- 
ful thought  and  preparation. 

In  some  cases  citizens  and  directors  attended  the  meetings  and  took 
active  part  in  the  proceedings. 

Examinations. 

Seven  regular  and  ten  special  examinations  were  held.  One  hun- 
dred two  applicants  were  examined  and  eighty-seven  provisional  cer- 
tificates were  granted.  During  the  year  twelve  professional  certifi- 
cates were  issued  to  teachers  whose  character,  scholarship,  profes- 
sional spirit  and  successful  experience  merited  such  recognition. 

In  the  employment  of  teachers  school  boards  should  bear  in  mind 
that  the  certificate  is  a  guide  in  the  matter  of  scholarship  only.  While 
scholarship  is  a  most  important  consideration  there  are  other  quali- 
fications that  demand  attention.  The  personal  qualities  and  charac- 
teristics of  the  teacher  can  never  be  written  in  certificates  and  yet  they 
are  most  potent  factors  in  determining  his  failure  or  success,  and 
should  be  as  carefully  considered  as  is  his  scholarship.  The  certifi- 
cate says  nothing  about  the  energy  of.  the  holder,  but  no  teacher  can 
succeed  without  the  capacity  for  hard  work.  Neither  does  it  speak 
of  physical  vigor,  temperament,  sympathy  with  child  nature,  disposi- 
tion, mental  habits,  will  power,  or  ability  to  control  or  properly  disci- 
pline and  yet  failure  may  result  from  deficiencies  along  any  of  these 
lines.  But  more  important  still,  than  are  the  considerations  men- 
tioned above,  is  the  influence  of  unconscious  tuition  exerted  by  every 
teacher  over  his  pupils,  either  to  their  advantage  or  detriment.  This 
influence  is  a  powerful  factor  in  developing  the  character  and  the 
powers  of  the  pupil,  and  in  determining  whether  failure  or  success 
shall  be  his  lot.  Such  influence  is  the  accompaniment  of  high  ideals, 
strong  personality  and  soul  power.  These  are  the  characteristics  of 
leadership  and  the  true  teacher  is  always  a  leader.  Certificates  are 
silent  regarding  these  higher  qualifications,  yet  they  determine  the 
teacher's  lasting  influence  for  good  on  the  lives  of  his  pupils.  Direc- 
tors should  consider  the  teacher  as  well  as  the  teacher's  certificate. 

School  Libraries. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  great  progress  in  this  mat- 
ter during  the  year  just  closed.  We  are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  a 
good  library  in  every  school  in  the  county  is  not  only  very  desirable, 
but  entirely  possible.  A  large  number  of  libraries  were  founded  and 
in  almost  every  case  the  best  and  most  appropriate  reading  matter 


126  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

was  selected.  School  boards  should  lend  every  encouragement  to 
teachers  in  their  efforts  to  create  a  desire  for  good  reading  on  the  part 
of  their  pupils.  When  books  are  procured,  a  suitable  book  case  and 
record  book  should  be  provided.  The  books  should  be  covered  and 
numbered  and  a  reasonable  set  of  rules  governing  their  use  should  be 
adopted.  As  a  part  of  the  school  property  of  the  district  they  should 
be  cared  for  as  carefully  as  are  the  text-books  in  use. 

Special  efforts  will  be  made  during  the  year  to  found  libraries  in 
every  school  district  where  none  at  present  exist  and  to  enlarge  those 
already  founded.  No  more  valuable  work  can  be  done  by  the  teachers 
than  to  bring  to  the  minds  of  the  pupils  the  wealth  and  beauty  of  our 
best  literature. 

School  Apparatus. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  not  a  single  school  board  in  this  county 
was  swindled  by  the  relief  map  man,  the  block  peddler  or  the  chart 
fiend.  During  this  year  no  money  has  been  wasted  in  the  purchase 
of  these  useless  forms  of  apparatus.  Directors  have  learned  that  the 
educational  value  of  these  appliances  amounts  to  nothing  and  that 
the  wise  thing  to  do  is  to  use  the  money  formerly  squandered  in  this 
manner  in  securing  better  qualified  teachers. 

While  school  boards  are  urged  to  refuse  to  purchase  the  kind  of 
school  apparatus  above  referred  to,  they  should  not  forget  that  there 
is  apparatus  that  no  school  should  be  without.  Every  school  room 
needs  a  large  area  of  natural  slate  blackboard,  an  unabridged  diction- 
ary, a  good  reading  chart,  a  globe  and  a  good  set  of  outline  maps. 
These  can  be  provided  at  small  cost  and  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
effective  work.  A  number  of  our  schools  lack  one  or  more  of  these 
essentials  and  as  a  result  the  work  of  the  teacher  is  made  more  dif- 
ficult and  less  effective. 

State  School  Appropriations. 

The  new  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  State  school  appropriation 
went  into  effect  June  6,  1898.  Our  county  gained  about  $3,300  by  the 
change,  about  33  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  received.  Two  dis- 
tricts, DuShore  and  Hillsgrove,  received  less  than  under  the  old  sys- 
tem of  distribution. 

Teachers. 

Ninety-seven  teachers  were  employed  during  the  year.  Of  this 
number  thirty-three  were  gentlemen  and  sixty-four  ladies.  The  pro- 
portion of  gentlemen  teachers  in  this  county  is  on  the  increase.  Of 
the  ninety-seven  teachers,  seventeen  had  no  previous  experience  and 
onh  thirty-seven  had  taught  over  five  years.  This  shows  that  over 
forty-four  per  cent,  of  the  entire  teaching  force  had  an  experience  of 
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from  one  to  four  years  only.  With  such  limited  experience  it  is  im- 
possible for  teachers  to  reach  the  degree  of  excellence  demanded  by 
the  importance  of  the  work.  When  improved  school  conditions  make 
longer  terms  of  service  desirable  on  the  part  of  teachers,  then,  and  not 
until  then,  shall  we  reap  the  benefits  of  maturity  and  experience. 

The  employment  of  teachers  is  unquestionably  the  most  important 
work  of  school  directors  and  the  conscientious  performance  of  this 
duty  will  do  more  for  the  schools  and  for  humanity  than  can  ever  be 
told  or  estimated.  The  great,  underlying  principle  that  schools  exist 
for  the  good  of  the  children  seems  never  to  have  occurred  to  some  di- 
rectors. Indeed,  in  some  instances  it  would  seem  that  merit,  exper- 
ience and  fitness  for  the  work  were  neither  recognized  nor  considered. 
When  the  training  of  the  powers  and  the  development  of  the  capaci- 
ties of  childhood,  the  noblest  and  most  important  work  that  ever  en- 
listed human  activity,  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  person  for  any 
reason  other  than  his  fitness  to  perform  the  work,  a  crime  is  com- 
mitted against  childhood  and  against  the  State.  Every  director  must 
subscribe  to  a  solemn  oath  when  he  enters  upon  his  official  career,  that 
he  will  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  "faithfully  and  impartially 
and  to  the  best  of  his  understanding  and  ability."  A  strict  compli- 
ance with  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this  oath  would  work  some 
changes  in  some  of  our  districts. 

Why  should  directors  not  apply  the  same  principles  in  employing 
teachers  that  they  apply  in  their  personal  business  affairs?  If  in 
need  of  service  for  themselves  they  select  the  best  workman  they  can 
secure  and  retain  his  services  as  long  as  he  performs  his  work  satis- 
factorily. The  director  who  allows  political  influences,  social  condi- 
tions, family  relationship,  personal  friendship,  sectarian  differences  or 
other  improper  motives  to  control  his  action  in  this  most  important 
duty,  either  fails  to  know  his  duty  or  lacks  the  moral  courage  to  per- 
form it. 

Visitations. 

During  the  year  all  of  the  schools  were  visited  once,  many  of  them 
twice,  and  few  three  times.  The  severity  of  the  weather  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  winter  made  this  part  of  the  work  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult.    On  many  of  my  visiting  trips  T  was  accompanied  by  directors. 

The  teachers'  term  reports  record  one  hundred  seventy-six  visits  by 
directors  and  two  thousand  four  hundred  forty-three  visits  by  citi- 
zens. 

Conclusion. 

In  closing  this,  my  sixth  annual  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  sin- 
cere thanks  to  teachers  and  citizens  for  their  kindness  and  co-opera- 
tion, to  the  press  of  the  county  for  many  courtesies,  to  the  Department 
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of  Public  Instruction  for  valuable  assistance,  and  to  the  school  direc- 
tors of  the  county  for  re-election. 

During  the  coming  three  years  I  trust  that  every  effort,  having  for 
its  object  the  advancement  of  the  educational  interests  of  this  county, 
will  receive  the  hearty  support  of  teachers,  directors  and  citizens. 

This  year  witnesses  the  dawn  of  a  new  century.  The  boys  and 
girls  who  are  now  in  the  schools  will  become  the  men  and  women  to 
whom  we  must  look  to  make  the  future  bright  with  progress  in  all 
the  lines  of  human  activity.  Let  all  who  are  charged  with  responsi- 
bility in  the  management  of  our  schools  perform  their  work  in  such 
manner  that  their  labors  will  add  strength  and  nobility  to  both  the 
moral  and  intellectual  life  of  the  twentieth  century. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Chas.  E.  Moxley. 


The  school  work  of  the  county  during  the  past  year  has  been,  in 
many  respects,  the  most  successful  of  any  previous  year.  I  make  this 
statement  after  a  personal  visitation  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
schools  and  from  reports  of  directors  and  patrons  from  all  parts  of 
the  county.  This  splendid  showing  is  largely  the  result  of  the  work 
of  the  Susquehanna  County  Summer  Normal;  it  is  not  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  schools  of  those  who  attended  for  those  who  did  not  at- 
tend have  caught  something  of  the  enthusiasm  of  those  who  did.  It 
will  be  impossible  to  do  full  justice  to  the  many  educational  meetings 
held  in  the  county  during  the  year.  Only  the  most  important  will  be 
mentioned. 

Among  the  first  to  be  held  was  the  third  annual  session  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna County  Teachers'  Association,  in  Harford,  in  September; 
that,  with  the  one  held  in  New  Milford  in  January  were  largely  at- 
tended and  interesting.  Many  valuable  papers  were  read  which  have 
since  been  published  in  the  County  Educator,  and  have  become  a  part 
of  the  educational  literature  of  the  county.  The  county  institute  was 
held  during  week  of  October  17,  in  Montrose.  The  day  instructors, 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Lexington,  Ky.; 
Dr.  S.  Albro,  Mansfield,  Pa.;  Prof.  F.  S.  Fox,  Columbus,  O.;  Supt.  J. 
M.  Cough lin,  AVilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Evening  entertainers  and  lecturers  as  follows:  Dr.  S.  Park  Cad- 
man,  New  York;  Prof.  S.  T.  Ford,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Franz  Wilczek 
Grand  Concert  Company;  Prof.  John  B.  De  Mott,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

The  most  valuable  part  of  the  work  seemed  to  be  in,  the  class,  or 
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section  work.  These  sections  gave  the  instructor  a  better  opportunity 
to  find  out  and  meet  the  needs  of  the  teachers  while  the  teachers  felt 
more  at  liberty  to  ask  questions  and  make  their  needs  known  to  the 
instructor.  I  would  recommend  more,  rather  than  less  work  of  this 
kind.  Large  audiences  of  teachers  are  hard  to  reach  and  hold,  their 
attention  is  easily  diverted;  they  as  well  as  the  instructors  want  a 
chance  to  do  some  of  the  talking. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  Thursday,  October  20,  and  was  well 
attended.  The  morning  session  was  addressed  by  Supt.  Schaeffer, 
followed  by  papers  and  discussions.  The  afternoon  session  was  with 
the  teachers  in  the  Opera  House.  Supt.  Coughlin  delivered  an  excel- 
lent address,  and  several  excellent  papers  were  read  by  directors  of  the 
county. 

A  meeting  of  graded  school  principals  was  held  in  Hallstead,  De- 
cember 10,  with  a  good  attendance.  Matters  of  special  reference  to 
graded  school  work  and  school  work  of  the  county  in  general  was  dis- 
cussed. Such  meetings  are  valuable.  The  principals  should,  in  a 
certain  sense,  constitute  the  superintendent's  cabinet  of  advisers. 
Important  matters  should  be  considered  with  them,  in  so  doing  there 
becomes  a  stronger  bond  of  union  between  the  two.  If  there  were  no 
mutual  feeling  of  co-operation  the  work  of  a  superintendent  would 
indeed  be  hard.  The  principals  speak  from  the  actual  experience  of 
the  school  room,  while  the  superintendent  deals  more  with  matters 
in  general  and  at  times,  no  doubt,  over  estimates  the  capacities  of  the 
pupils. 

The  effort  that  has  been  made  to  introduce  a  course  of  study  for  the 
rural  schools  has  not  met  with  united  action.  Several  districts  have 
introduced  the  system,  others  are  considering  it.  Like  every  new 
idea,  it  must  have  its  period  of  germination  and  development  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  before  it  will  be  accepted  in  full  faith.  We  are 
confident  that  it  will  be  only  a  short  time  before  the  entire  county  will 
adopt  the  system  and  will  be  as  enthusiastic  in  its  merits,  as  are  its 
promotors.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  excellent  reports  come  from 
counties  where  the  course  of  study  has  been  adopted. 

The  mid-term  and  final  examinations  in  the  graded  schools  are  very 
satisfactory,  resulting  in  better  and  more  uniform  work.  These  ex- 
aminations are  supplemented  by  the  uniform  examinations  in  the 
rural  schools.  Pupils  who  complete  the  eighth  grade,  as  laid  down  in 
course  of  study,  after  being  recommended  by  their  teachers,  can  try  the 
examination  for  a  rural  school  diploma  and  if  successful,  are  admitted 
without  a  re-examination  into  the  graded  schools  of  the  county.  The 
plan  is  for  pupils  to  continue  their  studies  in  the  rural  schools  until 
such  time  when  they  can  be  admitted  into  the  graded  schools  without 
interruption  or  uselass  waste  of  time.     One  hundred  and  fifteen  were 
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examined  last  year  (March  18).  Seventy-seven  passed  a  very  satis- 
factory examination. 

The  second  session  of  the  Summer  Normal  was  opened  at  Montrose, 
May  15,  and  closed  June  10.-  The  attendance  was  large.  In  addition 
to  many  of  our  local  teachers  who  instructed  we  mention  Dr.  M.  G. 
Benedict,  State  College;  Supt.  Henry  Houck,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Miss 
Harriet  Strong,  Phillipsburg,  Pa. 

The  good  results  of  the  Summer  Normal  can  not  be  estimated  in  dol- 
lars; it  has  been  the  direct  means  of  raising  the  standard  of  teachers 
as  shown  by  their  examination.  We  look  forward  to  good  results  in 
the  schools  of  the  county. 

From  annual  reports  at  hand,  I  can  state  that  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  districts  of  the  county  are  in  the  best  condition  they  have 
been  for  several  years.  Nearly  every  district  reports  cash  on  hand 
and  resources  in  excess  of  liabilities.  The  tendency  is  to  advance 
wages  of  teachers.  The  seven  months  minimum  school  term  will 
work  no  hardship  in  this  county.  Complaint  is  often  heard  respecting 
the  free  text  book  law.  Parents  object  to  placing  worn  out  books  into 
the  hands  of  their  children,  while  directors  contend  they  are  poorly 
cared  for,  and  in  many  cases  often  actually  misused.  We  see  no  solu- 
tion to  this  perplexing  question,  other  than  to  require  the  same  pupil 
to  use  the  same  set  of  books  so  long  as  they  meet  his  needs,  and  for  the 
directors  to  keep  an  accurate  inventory  of  their  books  and  supplies, 
and  often  inspect  their  condition. 

Good  work  has  been  accomplished  in  the  professional  reading  course 
for  teachers.  Halleck's  Psychology  has  been  studied  for  two  years, 
with  good  results.  An  additional  course  of  reading  in  the  classics 
will  be  commenced  this  year  for  teachers,  on  which  the  examination 
in  reading  for  provisional  certificates  will  be  based.  We  shall  not 
attempt  an  extended  course,  only  a  few  of  well  known  selections  from 
well  known  authors.  This  course  of  reading  will  not  be  confined  to 
teachers,  but  will  be  recommended  for  supplementary  reading  in 
graded  and  ungraded  schools. 

The  selections  suggested  are  in  part  as  follows:  The  Deserted  Vil- 
lage, by  Goldsmith;  Thanatopsis  and  other  poems,  by  Bryant;  Enoch 
Arden,  by  Tennyson;  Evangeline,  by  Longfellow;  Merchant  of  Venice, 
by  Shakespeare;  Bip  Van  Winkle  and  other  selections,  by  Irving; 
Vision  of  Sir  Launfal,  by  Lowell. 

I  have  no  criticism  to  offer  on  the  personnel  of  our  teachers;  with 
few  exceptions,  we  have  as  good  teachers  as  can  be  found  elsewhere. 
We  quote  the  words  of  a  fellow  superintendent  in  this  connection  in 
which  he  makes  the  statement:  "That  professional  training  is  as 
essential  to  good  teaching  as  book  knowledge,  that  some  natural 
ability  is  still  more  essential,  and  that  too  many  pupils  go  direct  from 
the  common  schools  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  teachers,  that 
teachers  should  be  chosen  wholly  on  the  basis  of  their  merits,  and  that 
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the  best  interests  of  the  children  should  be  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration."  Several  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  dur- 
ing the  winter;  from  reports  we  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
a  revival  of  interest  among  the  pupils,  in  these  local  meetings;  in  a 
few  places  evening  sessions  were  held.  Such  meetings  result  in  much 
benefit  to  the  teachers  who  attend  and  to  the  patrons  in  the  vicinity 
where  such  institutes  are  held.  Much  of  real  interest  must  remain  un- 
said. I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  almost  united  co-operation  of  directors 
and  teachers  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county,  there  has  been  per- 
fect harmony,  and  I  feel  a  good  work  has  been  accomplished.  My 
unanimous  re-election  was  a  compliment  I  highly  appreciate. 

The  county  press  have  very  kindly  noted  the  good  work  of  the 
teachers  at  the  Summer  Normal,  and  have  always  opened  their 
columns  to  any  and  all  matters  of  interest  educationally.  The  De- 
partment should  have  a  share  of  these  expressions  of  thanks  for  their 
many  suggestions  and  words  of  advice. 

The  duties  of  a  superintendent  are  exacting  in  the  extreme  at  times. 
T  have  endeavored  to  exercise  good  judgment  and  do  what  I  felt  to  be 
right.  I  realize  I  have  made  mistakes,  but  feel  stronger  and  better 
ably  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  than  ever  before,  from  the  fact 
I  am  better  acquainted  with  the  teachers  and  directors  and  with  the 
educational  needs  of  the  county. 

In  a  circular  issued  by  the  Department  it  was  suggested  that  the 
annual  report  contain  some  historical  account  of  the  schools  of  the 
county.  I  am  unable  to  find  statistical  matter  more  than  thirty  years 
back  and  only  small  portions  of  such.  I  have  concluded  to  offer  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  county  superintendents  who  have  served  the  county 
since  1854  in  place  of  any  statistical  matter. 

The  free  school  system  in  Pennsylvania  was  established  in  1834,  but 
it  was  twenty  years  later  before  the  general  school  law  was  enacted, 
at  which  time  the  office  of  county  superintendent  was  created  by  law. 
At  first  it  was  strongly  opposed.  The  first  superintendents  had  a  hard 
task  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  in  the  face  of  so  much  oppo- 
sition; their  duties  was  of  a  two  fold  character,  that  of  organization 
and  directing  the  educational  forces,  and  the  harder  task  of  securing 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  the  people. 

The  election  of  able  men  whose  interest  and  enthusiasm  inspired  the 
people  to  look  upon  popular  education  as  the  best  investment  for  their 
children  and  the  safe  guard  to  our  republican  institutions  could  not 
always  be  secured. 

The  important  events  that  have  taken  place  educationally  during 
these  years  would  be  more  than  a  report  of  this  kind  would  allow. 

The  first  real  stimulus  was  from  the  influence  and  teaching  of 
"Uncle"  Lyman  Eichardson,  who  organized  and  taught  for  many  years 
the  Harford  Academy.  Says  Stocker :  "No  family  that  ever  lived  in 
Northern  Pennsylvania  ever  did  more  for  the  cause  of  education, 
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sound  morality,  and  the  pure  principles  of  Christianity  than  the  Rich- 
ardsons.  John  Stoddard,  the  methematician,  conducted  for  some 
time  what  was  known  as  the  Montrose  Academy  with  great  success. 
A  brief  sketch  of  the  county  superintendents  since  1854  may  be  of  in- 
terest : 

Willard  Richardson,  son  of  Lyman  Richardson,  was  the  first  to  be 
elected.  He  was  born  in  Harford,  Pa.,  March  23,  1815.  Educated  in 
Hamilton  College  and  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  began  teaching 
in  1830  in  the  old  Harford  Academy,  and  was  elected  county  superin- 
tendent in  1854,  with  a  salary  of  $350,  for  one-third  of  his  time,  he 
.spent  the  remaining  time  in  teaching  in  the  academy.  He  resigned 
before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  to  become  pastor  of  a  church  at 
Conklin,  N.  Y.,  and  later  entered  the  army  and  was  made  chaplain  in 
Eighty-ninth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers.  After  the  war  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  educational  matters  in  the  south,  and  was  rec- 
ognized as  an  able  educator.  In  1887,  Prof.  Richardson,  retired  to  his 
home  in  Houston,  Del.,  where  he  died. 

Prof.  B.  F.  Tewksbury  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term. 
Prof.  B.  F.  Tewksbury  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  in  1833,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  the  county  and  at  Franklin  Academy.  He  was 
elected  in  1857,  and  re-elected  in  1860,  but  on  account  of  over  work 
and  exposure  his  health  gave  way  and  he  died  of  consumption  in  June, 
18(50.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  educator  and  did  much  to  firmly  es- 
tablish the  idea  of  free  popular  education  in  the  county.  On  a  monu- 
ment in  Brooklyn  cemetery  erected  to  his  memory  by  the  teachers  of 
the  county  is  the  following  inscription:  "A  lover  of  virtue,  and  friend 
of  mankind,  though  dead,  he  still  lives.  Honor  to  his  memory,  peace 
to  his  ashes." 

A.  N.  Bullard  was  appointed  by  the  State  Superintendent  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Prof.  Tewksbury,  his  commission  July  27,  1860,  and 
his  salary  was  fixed  at  $700  per  annum.  Superintendent  Bullard  did 
much  to  advance  the  good  work  already  ably  begun;  he  urged  the 
building  of  better  buildings  and  furnishing  more  comfortable  equip- 
ment, which  has  continued  even  until  to-day.  He  was  born  in  Dim- 
ock,  September  1,  1817,  is  now  an  honored  resident  of  Montrose,  where 
he  conducted  for  many  years  a  successful  mercantile  business. 

E.  A.  Weston  was  the  fourth  superintendent.  He  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  January  8,  1826,  was  elected  superintendent  in  1863.  His 
administration  was  during  the  stirring  times  of  the  civil  war,  yet 
despite  the  hindrances,  this  term  was  one  of  progress.  He  is  an  ex- 
pert surveyor,  and  author  of  considerably  note  and  a  successful 
farmer.     He  still  resides  on  his  pleasant  farm  in  his  native  town. 

W.  W.  Watson  was  elected  in  1866,  but  resigned  in  1868  to  take  up 
the  practice  of  law.  Mr.  Watson  was  born  in  New  Milford  township, 
October  6.  1842,  pchiratpcl  a  Millprsvillp.  taught  his  first  time  in  Rush. 
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Ms  salary  was  fixed  at  $900.  He  served  as  State  Senator  one  term;  he 
is  now  located  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  where  he  enjoys  a  lucrative  practice. 

A.  W.  Larrabee  was  appointed  to  fill  vacancy  occurring  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Watson.  He  was  born  in  Jackson,  April  2,  1837,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county.  He  commenced  his 
teaching  in  1852,  and  followed  the  profession  for  many  years.  He 
was  a  successful  teacher  and  superintendent. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Tilden  was  elected  in  1869,  at  a  salary  of  $1,000,  and  held 
the  office  nine  years.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn,  May  1,  1829. 
He  came  to  Forest  Lake  township  at  the  age  of  four.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  New  York  Central  College  and  Madison  University,  being  a 
graduate  of  the  latter  in  class  of  '57.  He  was  for  several  years  pastor 
of  Forest  Lake  and  Middletown  Baptist  Churches,  principal  of  the 
Montrose  High  School,  '68-'69.  He  was  a  very  active  and  successful 
superintendent,  discharging  the  exacting  duties  of  his  office  with 
energy  and  promptness.  At  present  he  is  one  of  the  county's  most  re- 
spected citizens.  We  think  it  can  be  said  of  Rev.  Tilden,  that  he  has 
traveled  more  miles  by  wagon,  preached  more  funeral  sermons, 
married  more  people  than  any  other  man  of  his  age  in  the  county. 

In  1878,  Prof.  O.  E.  French  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  super- 
nitendent  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum.  He  was  born  in  Jackson, 
June  23,  1846.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town.  He  taught  in  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  remembered  as  a  progressive  superintendent,  introducing  many 
new  features,  prominent  among  them  being  the  grading  of  the  rural 
schools.  He  is  at  present  city  superintendent  of  Creston,  la.,  where 
he  has  been  for  fifteen  years. 

Prof.  B.  E.  James  was  elected  in  1881.  He  was  born  at  West  Au- 
burn, December  28,  1851.  His  early  boyhood  was  spent  in  Canada,  but 
at  an  early  age  returned  to  this  county  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  was 
educated  in  Wyoming  Seminary  and  Mansfield  Normal,  chiefly  at  his 
own  expense,  teaching  school  to  earn  the  money.  He  began  teaching 
at  the  age  of  seventeen.  Prof.  James  proved  himself  a  progressive  up 
to  date  superintendent  and  by  his  enthusiasm  and  energy  did  much  for 
the  school  work  of  the  county.  He  has  engaged  in  teaching  since  his 
term  of  office,  now  principal  of  Montrose  High  School. 

Prof.  U.  B.  Gillet  succeeded  Prof.  James,  being  elected  to  the  office 
in  1888  and  held  the  position  for  nine  years.  He  was  born  in  Gibson 
township,  January  12, 1845.  Educated  in  public  schools  of  the  county 
and  Montrose  Academy.  He  taught  in  the  graded  school  at  New  Mil- 
ford  for  nine  years,  succeeding  his  election.  He  was  an  excellent 
teacher  and  superintendent.  The  county  institutes  reached  a  high 
standard  during  his  term.  He  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits.    The  present  incumbent  was  elected  in  1896,  and  re-elected  in 
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1899.  Let  others  tell  the  story.  I  am  indebted  to  Prof.  W.  L.  Thacher, 
of  Harford,  for  much  of  the  matter  in  connection  with  the  county  su- 
perintendents of  the  county. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  R.  Longstreet. 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  was  appointed  to  this  office  quite  late  in  the 
year,  in  making  this  report  I  am  unable  to  enter  into  as  much  detail,  as 
I  otherwise  should,  or  be  so  specific  or  accurate  in  the  discussion  of 
the  many  questions  that  present  themselves  to  an  incumbent  of  this 
office.  I  found  the  work  progressing  well  along  all  lines  and  showing 
evidence  of  hard  and  well-directed  labor  on  the  part  of  my  predecessor. 
There  are  those  problems  that  still  confront  us,  and,  no  doubt,  always 
will  that  make  a  continuation  of  this  effort  necessary. 

I  shall  hardly  expect  to  present  anything  new  in  this  report.  The 
helps  and  hindrances  to  educational  growth  are  about  the  same  as  in 
past  years,  and  all  have  been  more  or  less  thoroughly  discussed  in 
previous  reports.  The  great  hindrance  which  is  so  common  through- 
out our  State  exists  in  too  large  a  degree  among  our  people.  I  regret 
to  say  that  there  are  a  few  of  our  boards  that  seem  to  take  pride  in  giv- 
ing small  salaries,  and  take  advantage  of  every  occasion  that  offers 
itself  as  an  excuse  for  lowering  the  salaries.  Others  commit  the  same 
error  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  economy.  I  am  happy  to  say,  how- 
ever, it  is  not  true  with  all  our  boards;  that  there  are  boards  that 
realize  that  the  best  school  is  always  the  cheapest  school,  even  though 
it  costs  a  few  dollars  more;  that  it  pays  to  make  it  an  object  for  cap- 
able teachers  to  remain  in  the  same  school  for  a  number  of  years;  that 
frequent  changes  are  not  desirable  for  the  best  interests  of  the  chil- 
dren. 1  am  endeavoring  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  school  boards 
the  importance  and  justice  of  grading  salaries.  In  too  many  districts 
the  wages  are  the  same  for  all — without  any  discrimination  whatever 
in  regard  to  experience  or  qualifications.  A  beginner  holding  just  a 
provisional  certificate  receives  the  same  wages  as  an  experienced 
teacher  holding  a  professional  or  permanent  certificate,  or  a  State 
Normal  School  diploma.  I  believe  I  see  a  tendency  to  improve  in  this 
direction,  and  I  hope  to  report  decided  progress  the  coming  year. 

Several  districts  have  purchased  libraries  during  the  past  year,  and 
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others  are  considering  the  matter,  and  I  think  will  purchase  in  the 
near  future. 

With  some  exceptions  our  buildings  are  not  yet  what  they  should 
be.  Why  should  the  architecture  of  county  school  houses  be  so  nearly 
the  same?  Instead  of  putting  up  the  cheapest  and  plainest  building 
that  can  be  erected,  I  hope  to  see  a  greater  and  better  variety  of  archi- 
tecture, and  a  prevailing  spirit  to  put  up  the  best  building  the  district 
can  afford.  Union  district  set  a  good  example  the  past  year.  I  hope 
others  will  follow.  The  house  at  Roaring  Branch  burned  last  Sep- 
tember and  a  very  neat,  well  furnished,  commodious  four  room  build- 
ing stands  in  its  place.  It  is  a  monument  to  the  good  sense  of  the  di- 
rectors. 

The  last  annual  institute  was  a  grand  success  in  every  way.  It  was 
conceded  that  the  attendance  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year. 
The  interest  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  following  persons 
were  instructors :  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeff  er,  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction;  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West  Chester  State  Normal 
School;  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  of  Bucknell  University;  Dr.  Gertrude 
Edmund,  Lowell,  Mass.;  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and 
Dr.  Ohas.  H.  Verrill,  Franklin,  X.  Y.,  formerly  principal  Mansfield 
State  Normal  School,  whom  after  an  absence  of  over  twenty  years  the 
teachers  were  very  glad  to  welcome.  The  evening  lectures  were  well 
attended. 

Eleven  local  institutes  and  three  sessions  of  the  County  Teachers' 
Association  were  held.  In  two  instances  the  local  institute  and  asso- 
ciation were  united.  The  attendance  was  usually  large,  the  pro- 
gramme thoughtfully  arranged,  and  great  interest  was  manifest  at  all 
the  meet;ngs.  I  believe  they  were  a  source  of  great  good.  They  are 
certainly  helpful  in  awakening  a  proper  educational  sentiment  among 
the  people,  and  in  bringing  teachers  and  patrons  to  a  better  under- 
standing, and  consequently,  in  closer  sympathy.  I  feel  that  the  edu- 
cational interests  in  this  county  are  in  good  condition.  Still,  we  must 
not  be  satisfied.  We  want  the  best  and  in  order  to  have  the  best 
schools  we  must  have  the  best  facilities,  the  best  buildings,  the  best 
furniture,  the  best  teachers,  and  above  all  a  proper  public  sentiment. 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  I  purpose  to  labor,  and  ask  the  earnest 
co-operation  of  patrons,  teachers  and  directors. 

In  conclusion,  I  thank  all  who  have  aided  in  any  way  in  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  county,  and  would  particularly  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  many  favors  and  courtesies  from  my  predecessor,  Prof.  H.  E. 
Raesly. 
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UNION  COUNTY— D.  P.  Stapleton. 


Another  year  of  marked  success  in  the  schools  of  Union  county  is 
numbered  with  the  past.  While  there  were  places  in  which  weak- 
ness was  manifest,  yet  there  was  not  a  failure,  nor  a  change  of  teach- 
ers during  the  school  year.  The  county  continues  to  grow  educa- 
tionally, as  is  manifest  by  the  advancement  made  all  along  educa- 
tional lines. 

During  this  official  term  45  regular  and  17  special  examinations 
were  held;  319  applicants  were  examined;  757  official  visits  to  schools; 
number  of  directors  present  329;  number  of  citizens  present  511;  num- 
ber of  educational  meetings  held  45;  official  letters  received  3,895;  of- 
ficial letters  written  4,340;  number  of  miles  traveled  in  visiting  schools 
6,718. 

Superintendent  Office  Needed. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  no  place  can  be  provided  in  the  court 
house  as  an  office  for  the  county  superintendent  for  want  of  room. 
Few  official  records  can  be  had  except  those  contained  in  the  annual 
reports.  The  report  of  1876  shows  87  schools;  now  there  are  98 
schools.  Average  number  of  months  taught  6.17;  now  6.84.  Then 
the  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  78;  now  87.  The  cost  per  month 
has  increased  from  77  cents  to  f  1.23.  Average  number  of  mills  levied 
for  school  purposes  has  decreased  from  3.7  to  1.85.  For  building  pur- 
poses from  3.33  to  .83.  The  total  amount  of  tax  levied  has  increased 
from  |23,307.78  to  $33,583.47.  The  State  appropriation  has  increased 
from  $3,782.72  in  1876,  to  $17,338.88.  Then  eight  times  as  much  tax 
was  collected  annually  as  was  received  from  the  State.  Now  it  is 
nearly  equal.  Buffalo,  East  Buffalo,  West  Buffalo,  Hartley,  Kelly, 
Lewisburg,  Limestone  and  Mifflinburg  districts,  collected  more  money 
by  taxation  for  school  purposes  than  they  received  from  the  State. 
Gregg,  Hartleton,  Union  Independent,  Lewis,  New  Berlin,  Union  and 
White  Deer  districts  received  more  appropriation  this  year  from  the 
State  than  they  collected  by  taxation. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Educational  meetings  have  been  held  in  nearly  all  the  school  dis- 
tricts from  which  much  good  has  resulted  in  arousing  and  informing 
the  people  on  educational  subjects.  In  some  districts  the  monthly 
or  bi-monthly  local  institute  is  doing  good  work.  The  Farmers'  In- 
stitute has  aided  much  through  State  workers,  in  creating  a  healthy 
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public  school  sentiment.  The  County  Teachers'  Association  is  a  very 
great  aid  and  strong  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 
Two-thirds  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  are  members  of  this  associa- 
tion. 

The  great  interest  which  teachers  and  citizens  take  in  the  county 
institute  does  not  wane.  Each  institute  seems  to  be  better  as  the 
years  roll  on.  Dr.  G.  G.  Groff,  of  Bucknell  University,  now  stationed 
in  Porto  Rico,  in  the  United  States  service;  Dr.  Jacques  W.  Red  way, 
F.  R.  G.  S.;  Miss  Lelia  E.  Patridge,  Prof  G.  T.  Cooper,  Prof.  A.  M. 
Wonder,  Prof.  L.  F.  Lybarger  and  Prof.  R.  D.  Owen,  musical  director, 
were  the  instructors.  Milton  E.  Best,  C.  F.  Dewire,  Geo.  F.  Clapp, 
J.  H.  Wingert,  Miss  Cora  D.  Wilson,  Miss  Jessie  C.  Herr  and  Mrs. 
Frances  Ruhl  discussed  interesting  papers.  Dr.  Jacques  W.  Redway, 
Miss  Lelia  E.  Patridge,  Dr.  Enoch  Perrine,  Lu  B.  Cake  and  Ella  June 
Meade  Cake  were  the  lecturers  and  entertainers  for  the  evenings. 
The  directors'  convention  held  during  the  session  of  the  institute  was 
very  interesting  and  profitable.  Hon.  H.  P.  Glover  and  Rev.  W.  W. 
Clouser,  president  and  secretary,  received  the  thanks  of  the  associa- 
tion. Prof.  A.  M.  Wonder  was  elected  president,  and  Emanuel  Hoff- 
man secretary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Union  county  is  intensely  patriotic,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  many 
flag  raisings  over  the  school  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Love  for  American  institutions,  American  products,  American  cus- 
toms, American  homes,  American  honor,  American  Christian  devo- 
tion must  continue  to  be  instilled  in  the  hearts  and  understanding  of 
the  rising  generation  and  transmitted  as  a  coveted  inheritance  to  un- 
born posterity  if  we  would  aspire  to  lead  all  nations  as  a  model  for  the 
world. 

School  Term. 

It  is  remarkable  to  see  what  a  change  of  sentiment  has  taken  place 
since  1834,  when  anti-educational  meetings  were  held  and  only  two 
districts  with  small  majorities,  adopted  the  free  school  system.  Now 
Gregg,  White  Deer,  Buffalo,  East  Buffalo  and  New  Berlin  districts 
have  seven  months'- terms,  Kelly  and  Mifflinburg  eight  months,  and 
Lewisburg  nine  months.  Several  other  districts  were  about  to  adopt 
the  seven  months  term  when  the  Legislature  generously  passed  the 
seven  months'  bill  which  meets  with  much  favor. 

School  Libraries  and  Reference  Books. 

The  high  school  of  Lewisburg,  the  grammar  schools  of  Allenwood 
and  Laurelton  have  well  selected  libraries.  More  should  be  done  by 
the  individual  teacher  and  greater  encouragement  given  by  school 
boards  in  aiding  and  establishing  good  libraries. 
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It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  nearly  all  the  schools  of  the  county 
are  supplied  with  unabridged,  academic  or  several  good  school  dic- 
tionaries. Yet  a  few  districts  seem  not  to  understand  that  diction- 
aries belong  to  the  list  of  necessary  books. 

Teachers'  Selection  and  Salaries. 

The  average  salary  of  teachers  for  the  year  just  closed  is  $32.62,  a 
slight  increase  over  the  salary  for  the  previous  year.  The  salaries  in 
the  rural  districts  range  from  $28  to  $35,  while  in  the  graded  schools 
they  range  from  .f 30  to  $80.  For  the  same  grade  of  work  no  distinc- 
tion is  made  in  salary  on  account  of  sex. 

In  several  districts  merit  is  rewarded  by  paying  salaries  according 
to  the  grade  of  certificate.  This,  in  a  measure,  avoids  stagnation,  in- 
duces a  progressive  spirit  in  teachers  and  is  more  just  than  placing 
the  inexperienced  and  poorly  qualified  teacher  on  the  same  basis  with 
the  skilled,  and  well  qualified  teacher,  who  has  devoted  years  to 
preparation  in  fitting  himself,  not  for  a  winter's  work,  but  for  a  life 
work.  The  mark  in  practice  of  teaching  should  be  a  very  strong  feat- 
ure in  the  selection  of  teachers.  The  moral  qualities  and  worth  of  a 
teacher  in  a  community,  the  amount  and  efficiency  of  his  prepara- 
tion and  power  of  control,  awakening  child  mind,  and  the  power  of 
imparting  instruction  should  not  be  ignored  in  choosing  teachers. 

School  Apparatus  and  Furniture. 

The  schools  of  the  county  are  generally  well  supplied  with  charts 
for  the  teaching  of  physiology  and  hygiene.  In  a  few  places  charts 
are  wanting  for  efficient  teaching.  The  practice  of  some  teachers  of 
the  county  in  making  their  own  reading,  geography  and  mathematical 
charts  should  be  encouraged.  Much  may  be  done  by  the  ingenious 
teacher  in  supplying  the  needed  apparatus  for  the  school  room  by  en- 
thusing others  to  aid  in  their  construction,  by  judicious  use  of  spare 
moments.  The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  patent  desks  and  seats, 
but  comfortable  recitation  seats  in  many  places  are  wanting.  The 
time  has  long  since  passed  when  the  recitation  bench,  without  a  back, 
should  be  found  in  use  in  the  school  room.  Each  year  adds  more  and 
better  slate  boards.  West  Buffalo  supplied  all  its  school  houses  with 
slate  boards  during  the  last  year. 

High  Schools. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  not  a  public  high  school  in  the 
county,  judging  from  our  present  standard.  Now  Mifflinburg  possesses 
an  excellent  building  and  maintains  a  high  school  of  high  standard 
under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  C.  E.  Neff,  in  which  pupils  may  receive 
excellent  preparation  for  college.     Lewisburg  has  now  one  of  the 
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best  equipped  public  school  buildings.  The  second  floor  is  devoted 
to  high  school  work,  with  three  class  rooms  and  a  well  equipped  la- 
boratory. A  high  standard  is  maintained  and  excellent  results  ob- 
tained under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  B.  E.  Johnson. 

Grammar  Schools. 

A  number  of  excellent  grammar  schools  are  now  found  where  few 
or  none  were  found  years  ago.  New  Berlin,  Laurelton,  Hartleton, 
Oowan,  Mazeppa,  Allenwood  and  New  Columbia,  all  have  advanced 
courses  in  which  many  of  the  higher  branches  are  being  taught. 
Lewis  district  is  now  erecting  a  building  for  a  grammar  school. 

Colleges. 

Central  Pennsylvania  College  has  completed  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful years  in  its  history.  This  college  is  located  in  a  most  beauti- 
ful valley  within  the  pleasant  town  of  New  Berlin,  the  former  county 
seat  of  Snyder  and  Union  counties  45  years  ago.  It  maintains  a  high 
standard  and  a  full  corps  of  instructors  directs  the  several  collegiate 
courses,  the  classical,  scientific  and  elementary,  leading  to  degrees. 
A  theological  course  is  also  maintained  for  students  disigning  to  enter 
the  ministry.  The  college  has  recently  been  remodeled  and  refitted. 
Since  its  advancement  to  a  college  grade  in  1887  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Prof.  A.  E.  Gobble,  D.  D.,  it  has  met  with  great  success.  An 
endowment  of  f  100,000  is  now  being  raised. 

Bucknell  University  has  made  rapid  strides  in  the  line  of  advance- 
ment, both  in  the  enlargement  and  increase  of  the  number  of  build- 
ings as  well  as  the  advancement  and  enlargement  of  the  many  courses 
of  study  maintained.  This  institution  now  has  a  president's  house, 
Bucknell  Hall,  Bucknell  cottage,  institute,  east  hall,  academy,  labora-, 
tory,  gymnasium,  observatory  and  the  cottage  building. 

There  is  now  in  course  of  erection  a  large  three-story  structure 
made  necessary  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of  students  which, 
under  the  presidency  of  John  Howard  Harris,  Ph.  D.  LL.  D.,  increases 
with  each  term.  The  college  offers  four  courses  of  study,  leading  to 
degrees  in  art,  philosophy  and  science.  The  institute  for  young 
women  has  three  courses  of  study,  literary,  classical  and  scientific. 
The  academy  is  designed  to  fit  young  men  for  any  course  in  college. 
The  school  of  music  has  full  courses  in  instrumental  and  vocal  music. 
These  schools  are  under  the  direction  of  the  president,  Dr.  J.  H.  Har- 
ris.    Bucknell  has  productive  funds  of  over  -flOO.OOO. 

To  the  press  and  individuals  who  so  kindly  aided  in  furthering  edu- 
cation in  Union  countv,  we  would  return  sincere  thanks. 
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VENANGO  COUNTY— John  F.  Bigler. 


Very  little  change  has  occurred  in  the  work  of  our  schools  since  our 
last  report.  Progression  has  gone  steadily  forward,  and  our  schools 
are  on  good  footing  to-day. 

Our  teachers  have  made  substantial  progress  in  scholarship,  and  in 
the  art  of  teaching.  A  good  professional  spirit  exists  among  them. 
Zeal  and  enthusiasm  have  characterized  the  work  of  nearly  all  of  our 
teachers,  in  the  way  of  reading,  taking  lively  interest  in  institute 
work,  as  well  as  attending  schools. 

The  institute  work  for  the  past  year  was  very  good.  The  monthly 
district  institute  was  held  in  nearly  every  district.  Eighteen  local 
institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  Our  county  institute  was  as 
good  as  the  best,  and  was  well  attended.  The  following  instructors 
were  present:  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Richard  G.  Boone,  Dr.  F. 
W.  Hayes,  Prof.  Geo.  F.  Jewett,  Supt.  C.  A.  Babcock,  Mrs.  White  De- 
Vol  and  Prof.  A.  C.  McClelland. 

The  subject  of  visitation  in  connection  with  the  public  schools  is  a 
mooted  one  as  to  the  good  accomplished.  Nevertheless  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  visits  made  in  the  proper  spirit  are  beneficial  and  helpful. 
They  afford  the  best  means  of  arriving  at  a  knowledge  of  the  true  con- 
dition of  the  school.  In  order  to  get  patrons  to  visit  the  schools  we 
inaugurated  the  "Parent's  Day,"  and  by  sending  out  special  invita- 
tions a  great  number  found  their  way  into  the  schools.  The  teach- 
ers, pupils  and  directors  expect  the  superintendent  to  visit  the  schools, 
and  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  by  law  that  he  visit  the  schools  as  often 
as  practicable  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  work  in  all  of  its 
phases.  The  law  also  recommends  that  directors  visit  the  schools 
-once  a  month,  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  our  directors  do  not  do  so. 
This  is  a  neglect  of  duty.     We  hope  for  better  things  the  coming  year. 

A  new  school  house  was  erected  in  each  of  the  following  districts: 
Cranberry,  Frenchcreek,  Pine  Grove  and  Scrubgrass.  A  number  of 
our  schools  have  added  to  their  equipments  a  set  of  good  outline 
maps,  school  bells,  school  libraries,  unabridged  dictionaries,  flags  and 
single  seated  furniture. 

The  "Block  Peddler"  and  "Chart  Man"  have  conferred  a  great  kind- 
ness upon  us  this  year  by  simply  letting  us  alone.  We  are  greatly 
indebted  to  him  and  hope  that  this  conduct  may  continue. 

The  teaching  of  music,  which  was  added  to  the  course  in  the  schools 
of  Irwin  district  was  a  great  success  and  deserves  special  mention  in 
this  report.  A  musical  convention  was  held  at  the  close  of  the  schools 
which  demonstrated  the  work  of  the  pupils  during  the  year.     The  in- 
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terest  in  and  success  of  this  convention  was  beyond  the  highest  hopes 
of  its  promoters.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  we  hope  other 
districts  will  soon  follow. 

The  compulsory  school  law  is  a  success  in  about  one-half  the  dis- 
tricts. That  is  to  say,  wherever  the  school  boards  enforce  the  law  we 
have  good  results,  but  a  number  of  the  boards  commit  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  to  the  secretary  of  the  school  board.  He  does  what 
he  can,  but  fails  to  accomplish  the  desired  end.  Now  I  contend  that 
the  compulsory  law  should  be  enforced.  If  it  is  a  bad  law  let  us  en- 
force it  and  in  this  way  kill  it,  but  if  it  is  a  good  law  let  us  enforce  it 
and  thus  get  the  benefit  of  it. 

I  would  recommend  that  every  school  district  employ,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  school  term  an  "attendance  officer"  to  look  after  de- 
linquents. I  would  farther  recommend  that  the  State  appropriation 
be  conditioned  on  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law.  This 
would  insure  the  enforcement  of  it  and  we  would  need  have  no  fear  for 
good  results. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  work 
and  bespeak  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  coining  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— H.  M.  Putnam. 


The  year  just  passed  has  presented  no  new  or  startling  phases  in  the 
school  problem.  The  work  done  has  been  such  as  to  encourage  all 
who  have  the  interests  of  the  schools  at  heart  and  more  improvement 
has  been  made  than  would  appear  to  the  casual  observer.  While 
there  is  still  much  to  be  hoped  for  and  many  ways  in  which  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  the  schools  could  be  improved  still  we  can  feel  that 
Warren  county  ranks  among  the  best  school  communities  in  the  State. 

The  records  of  the  year  show  a  larger  attendance  and  greater  inter- 
est than  ever  before.  The  graduation  examination  held  in  April, 
while  a  thorough  test,  it  shows  a  much  larger  number  of  district  school 
and  township  high  school  graduates  than  any  previous  year.  The 
employment  of  skilled  teachers  is  getting  to  be  the  rule  in  most  dis- 
tricts as  is  evidenced  by  the  increased  number  of  high  schools,  normal 
and  college  graduates  employed.  It  is  necessary  to  report,  however, 
that  in  a  few  districts  the  matter  of  price,  without  regard  to  qualifica- 
tions is  the  main  consideration. 

During  the  ten  years  covered  by  the  reports  I  have  written,  the  old 
wooden  desks  have  disappeared,  and  improved  furniture,  slate  black- 
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boards,  dictionaries  and  other  needful  helps  have  been  placed  in 
nearly  every  school  room.  Grounds  have  been  much  improved  and 
buildings  are  far  better.  Neat,  pleasant  interiors  are  now  the  rule 
while  once  the  exception,,  and  the  child's  love  for  the  beautiful  and 
good  is  strengthened  by  "pleasant  surroundings.  In  many  places  the 
powerful  agency  of  goods  books  is  recognized  by  the  placing  of  li- 
braries in  the  schools.  This  sentiment  should  be  encouraged  and 
stimulated  by  every  possible  agency  to  the  end  that  each  child  in  our 
schools  may  learn  to  love  the  good  in  literature. 

Better  ventilation  of  school  rooms  and  better  care  of  out  buildings 
should  engage  the  earnest  attention  of  those  in  charge  of  school  prop- 
erty. There  is  room  for  radical  improvement  in  these  lines  as  can 
readily  be  seen  by  anyone  taking  the  pains  to  investigate.  All  the 
surroundings  of  the  child  affect  his  life,  and  it  is  the  life  of  the  child 
that  should  be  in  our  mind  whenever  we  study  the  educational  prob- 
lem. Not  what  facts  can  he  master,  but  how  can  he  be  best  trained 
to  live,  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  all  his  faculties. 

Mistakes  have  been  made  by  superintendent,  directors  and  teachers 
during  the  past  ten  years,  but  I  feel  that  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
they  were  mistakes  of  the  head  rather  than  of  the  heart;  that  the  de- 
sire of  all  has  been  to  make  the  schools  strong  in  their  power  to  lead 
the  boys  and  girls  to  become  noble  and  upright  citizens.  Institutes 
have  been  held,  public  interest  in  school  work  stimulated,  attendance 
at  higher  schools  encouraged,  the  standard  of  qualifications  for  teach- 
ing raised,  and  all  possible  means  used  that  would  further  this  end. 
Among  the  teachers  there  has  grown  up  a  professional  spirit,  an  en- 
thusiasm that  is  indeed  encouraging,  and  among  the  people  generally 
the  school  sentiment  has  been  strengthened  and  improved.  I  am  sure 
that  the  future  has  in  store  a  much  broader  and  stronger  growth  and 
I  trust  that  all  will  unite  to  aid  the  boys  and  girls  of  Warren  county 
to  make  the  most  of  life. 

In  concluding  this  my  last  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  of 
the  county  for  their  loyal  support  and  many  kindnesses  during  my 
service  and  to  express  to  the  people  of  the  county  my  thorough  appre- 
ciation of  the  honor  they  have  conferred  upon  me  by  permitting  me  to 
serve  them  so  long. 

I  bespeak  for  my  successor  the  same  earnest  help  and  kindly  cour- 
tesy that  have  made  my  work  so  pleasant. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  R.  Hall. 


In  reviewing  the  work  in  the  schools  of  our  county  during  the  last 
year,  much  can  be  said  to  their  praise.     In  our  visits  we  found  mostly 
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cheerful  rooms  and  pleasant,  happy  faces.  We  are  beginning  to  feel 
that  teachers  are  cultivating  a  broader  view  of  the  needed  education 
of  to-day  than  simply  memorizing  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge 
condensed  within  the  lids  of  a  few  text-books.  Hence  rooms  are  given 
an  artistic  finish,  pictures  are  placed  upon  the  walls,  flowers  and 
books  are  collected,  grounds  improved,  until  a  wholesome,  inviting 
atmosphere  is  found  in  every  department  of  many  of  our  schools. 

Such  conditions  are  necessary  to  awaken  and  develop  the  aesthetic, 
to  perpetuate  a  love  for  good  and  beauty,  and  give  a  cultured  and  re- 
fined nature  to  our  boys  and  girls. 

Environment  conditions  study,  surroundings  must  be  a  source  of 
inspiration,  else  work  is  largely  profitless.  It  is  no  longer  a  hope,  but 
a  realization  that  studied  efforts  are  operating  in  securing  ideal  con- 
ditions for  the  education  of  the  children. 

Much  of  the  interest  awakened  is  in  possession  of  the  patrons,  and 
they  are  giving  substantial  encouragement  in  fostering  that  broader 
system  of  education  that  makes  wise,  refines  and  ennobles. 

The  day  is  when  book  knowledge  alone  will  not  suffice.  In  addition 
there  must  be  a  soul  radiant  with  an  energized  will  to  devote  self  to 
some  useful  purpose  and  end  in  life. 

The  demand  on  the  part  of  directors  for  well  equipped  teachers  has 
had  a  telling  effect.  Many  of  the  young  people  realizing  their  weak- 
ness to  do  the  work  demanded,  entered  school  this  spring.  Others  are 
inquiring  and  seeking  information  and  helps  for  their  schools  the 
coming  year.  When  such  signs  are  manifest,  we  view  with  antici- 
pated delight  great  results  for  the  future. 

Xo  profession  can  prosper  till  its  devotees  can  give  time  and  energy 
to  its  success.  All  hail  the  day  when  the  profession  of  teaching  will 
justify  more  of  our  young  people  to  make  choice  of  it  for  a  life  work. 

Examinations. 

The  year's  work  began  with  teachers"  examinations.  In  various 
parts  of  the  county  twenty  were  given  during  May  and  June.  Seven 
hundred  and  forty-six  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examina- 
tion. Of  this  number,  five  hundred  and  five  received  certificates,  and 
two  hundred  and  forty-one  failed.  Of  those  that  taught.  89  had  no 
previous  experience;  171  had  taught  five  or  more  years;  286  held 
provisional  certificates;  41  professional:  106  permanent,  and  96  nor- 
mal diplomas:   17  were  college  graduates. 

The  one  thing  those  teaching  for  the  first  lime  needed,  was  a  knowl- 
edge of  how  to  teach.  It  is  a  difficult  undertaking  for  a  young  person 
to  take  charge  of  a  school,  especially  in  the  rural  districts  where  he 
is  not  acquainted  with  the  work,  grade,  classify  and  manage  it  with 
any  degree  of  success.  Every  school  that  attempts  to  prepare  teach- 
ers should  give  some  instructions  along  the  line  of  pedagogy.     There 
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is  no  excuse  for  the  omission.  As  educators,  it  is  our  duty  incum- 
bent, not  for  the  cause  more  than  the  child  that  we  see  to  it,  that  every 
individual  entering  the  profession  of  teaching  understands  the  work 
he  is  about  to  undertake. 

Where  our  teachers  are  willing  to  work,  they  are  getting  more  from 
the  daily  recitations  than  is  given  in  the  text-books.  This  work  is  not 
only  telling  in  the  school,  but  directors  and  patrons  are  recognizing 
a  difference  in  teaching  and  merely  keeping  school.  This  recognition 
has  made  a  demand  for  good  teachers,  far  in  excess  of  any  previous 
year  in  the  experience  of  our  county.  He  who  fails  to  bring  his  work 
up  to  the  standard  demanded,  will  do  well  to  turn  his  thoughts  where 
responsibility  is  not  a  burden,  and  success  has  no  value. 

Institutes. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  year's  work,  was  the  edu- 
cational meetings  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  The  enthusias- 
tic teacher  feels  that  professional  association  gives  pleasure  and  in- 
spiration, and  brings  to  him  a  renewal  lease  on  school  life,  so  essen- 
tial to  his  success.  In  many  of  the  localities  the  institutes  and  direc- 
tors' faculty  meetings  were  quite  largely  attended.  Directors, 
patrons,  teachers,  each  and  all  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercises. 

The  county  institute  held  in  Washington,  December  12  to  16,  was 
more  interesting  than  usual.  The  section  work  has  become  one  of  the 
strong  features  of  the  modern  institute.  It  gives  the  instructor  an 
opportunity  to  do  his  best  work,  and  thus  brought  into  touch  with 
the  teacher,  the  institute  is  made  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  originally  designed. 

Our  instructors  were:  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Henry  Houck, 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  ex-State  Commissioner  of  Common  Schools,  Ohio; 
Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Ada,  Ohio; 
Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.;  Miss  Gertrude  Edmund,  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  Miss  Katherine  Greit,  California,  Pa. 

Music. 

Director,  Supt.  L.  Gibson,  Ebensburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  Harry  Fellows 
Erie,  Pa  ;  Miss  Louise  Taylor,  Canada;  Miss  Zuliema  Miller,  Washing 
ton,  Pa.;  Miss  Gertrude  H.  Horner;  xVllegheuy,  Pa.;  Miss  Harriet  H 
Hazzard,  Monongahela,  Pa.;  Schuman  quartette,  Washington,  Pa. 
and  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextet,  New  York;  pianist,  Miss  Margaret  Ache 
son,  Washington,  Pa. 

Readers. 

Misses  Gertrude  McMillan  and  Bertha  Blankinsop,  Washington, 
Pa.,  and  Miss  Nina  Milligan,  Allegheny,  Pa.  Dr.  J.  D.  Moffat,  presi- 
dent of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  delivered  the  address  of 
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welcome.     The  response  was  given  by  Prof.  F.  A.  Hildebrand,  Cali- 
fornia, Pa. 

Entertainments. 

Lectures,  Dr.  Frank  M.  Bristol,  Dr.  John  B.  DeMotte,  Dr.  A.  L. 
Lamar.  Music,  John  Thomas  Concert  Company,  and  the  Boston 
Ladies'  Military  Band. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  directors'  convention  was  unusually  interesting  and  profitable. 
It  continued  in  session  two  days.  In  the  discussions  a  strong  senti- 
ment was  expressed  in  favor  of  stronger  supervision  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. The  majority  favored  electing  principals  in  townships  the 
same  as  in  boroughs.  The  needs  of  these  gatherings  are  so  numer- 
ous, we  believe  it  would  be  a  wise  move  on  the  part  of  our  Legislature 
to  enact  a  law  requiring  directors  to  hold  an  annual  convention  in 
each  county  to  continue  in  session  three  days. 

A  report  of  the  directors'  convention  at  Harrisburg  last  February, 
was  given  by  J.  Irwin  Knox. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  incoming  year:  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  W.  W.  Sprowls;  Vice  President,  John  S.  Gault;  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  J.  B.  Wylie;  Executive  Committee,  Alvan  Donnan, 
Prof.  W.  C.  McClelland,  H.  H.  Borland,  W.  H.  Dunlap,  J.  W.  Donald- 
son. Delegates  to  State  Convention,  Dr.  C.  T.  Dodd  and  W.  H. 
Martin. 

Principals'  Round  Table. 

The  principals'  round  table  reorganized  October  15.  We  feel  in  the 
county  it  has  become  an  indispensable  body.  The  organization  did 
much  effective  work  in  stimulating  an  increased  desire  to  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  schools.  A  circulating  letter  was  one  of  the  new 
features  introduced  by  means  of  which  each  member  was  to  get  the 
latest  and  best  methods  of  the  others.  Several  meetings  were  held, 
but  were  not  so  well  attended  as  desired,  on  account  of  traveling  facili- 
ties. One  of  its  members,  C.  E.  Bair,  attended  the  Superintendents' 
Convention  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Two,  Frank  H.  Ryder  and  G.  L. 
Blackford,  attended  the  Principals'  Convention  at  New  Castle,  Pa. 

Improvements. 

East  Washington  enlarged  her  capacity  by  building  an  addition  to 
her  fine  brick,  giving  thereby  a  directors'  office,  four  recitation  rooms, 
two  of  which  can  be  opened  into  a  large  commodious  hall.  Claysville 
added  to  her  building  an  office,  library,  two  recitation  rooms,  and  a 
hall  that  will  seat  comfortably  six  hundred. 
10—5—99 
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Cbarleroi  occupied  for  the  first,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  com- 
modious brick  buildings  in  the  county.  It  has  eleven  school  rooms, 
an  office  for  the  principal,  a  directors'  business  office  and  reception 
room,  a  waiting  room  for. the  teachers,  a  library,  and  an  auditorium 
that  will  seat  four  hundred  The  building  is  heated  by  hot  air  forced 
with  fans.  The  entire  cost  $42,000.  Amwell  dedicated  during  the 
year,  one  of  two  the  finest  rural  buildings  in  the  county.  In  art  it  is 
a  beauty.  It  has  a  hall  entrance,  cases  for  wraps  and  books,  and  is 
heated  with  the  "Ideal"  heater  and  ventilator.  Mt.  Pleasant,  North 
Franklin,  East  Pike  Run,  and  others  built,  and  improved  some  of  their 
buildings. 

Extras. 

Cross  Creek  High  School  graduated  a  class  of  seven,  the  first  in  the 
State  since  the  new  law  creating  district  high  schools  became  opera- 
tive. The  school  has  a  three  years'  course,  is  growing  and  prosper- 
ous. The  Independent  High  School  has  won  with  the  people,  and  has 
come  to  stay.  These  schools  are  doing  fine  work  for  the  young  people. 
California,  Charleroi,  Monongahela,  Canonsburg,  Washington,  South 
Washington,  East  Washington,  West  Washington,  North  Strabane, 
Claysville,  Cecil,  Chartiers,  Hopewell,  Independence,  Blaine,  and 
Morris,  had  special  teachers  in  music. 

Summary.  • 

School  visiting  is  growing  in  popularity.  Parents'  day  has  become 
an  occasion  to  which  many  look  forward  with  gratifying  pleasure. 
It  isjthe  little  people's  class-parade-day.  Teachers,  children,  directors 
and  patrons,  vie  in  the  intellectual  presentation. 

The  practice  on  the  part  of  teachers  in  visiting  schools  abroad  is 
growing  in  favor.  It  proves  a  profitable  investment.  In  all  there  are 
511  schools,  and  528  teachers.  We  find  it  too  many  to  visit  in  a  single 
year  and  attend  to  office  duties.  We  made  during  the  year  410  offi- 
cial visits;  attended  twenty  educational  meetings;  attended  the  Su- 
perintendents' Convention  at  Harrisburg;  examined  746  applicants; 
granted  505  certificates;  issued  to  common  school  graduates  115  di- 
plomas; assisted  in  the  dedication  of  four  buildings,  and  mailed  from 
this  office  over  3,500  letters,  in  addition  to  the  preparation  of  a  county 
institute  programme. 

We  have  found  the  work  of  the  office  brings  to  us  a  pleasure;  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  patrons  and  teachers  is  cheering. 
To  the  local  papers  that  have  so  cordially  aided  us  in  furthering  the 
cause  of  education  in  our  county,  we  express  our  sincerest  thanks. 

In  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  many  favors  granted 
us  from  the  Department  at  Harrisburg. 
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The  work  of  our  schools  during  the  last  year  has  been  quite  satis- 
factory. Improvements  are  noticeable  along  many  lines.  With  but 
few  exceptions  the  directors  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to 
make  provision  for  the  better  education  of  our  boys  and  girls.  Three 
new  houses  were  built  and  many  others  improved.  However,  there 
are  still  more  than  fifty  buildings  which  can  not  be  included  under  the 
heading  of  "good  school  houses."  We  hope  to  report  improvements 
on  others  before  many  years  go  by.  The  borough  of  Hawley  built  an 
addition  to  their  school  house,  consisting  of  two  rooms,  very  com- 
modious and  among  the  best  in  the  county.  The  school  building  for 
the  graded  school  at  Winwood  presents  a  neat  appearance,  is  well 
adapted  for  its  purpose,  and  a  great  credit  to  the  entire  upper  end  of 
the  county.  This  high  school  in  Preston  township  has  been  a  blessing 
to  many  boys  and  girls  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence.  From 
the  very  opening  it  met  with  great  favor  and  soon  grew  to  such  propor- 
tions that  another  teacher  had  to  be  employed.  The  sentiment  in 
favor  of  these  township  high  schools  is  strong  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
Clinton,  Damascus  and  Salem  townships,  and  soon  the  most  of  our 
boys  and  girls  can  get  a  liberal  education  in  their  own  township. 

Through  the  encouraging  assistance  of  directors  and  teachers  the 
following  innovations  have  been  successfully  carried  out  during  the 
term  which  closes  with  this  report: 

The  organization  of  a  directors'  association  in  connection  with  the 
teachers'  institute. 

The  establishment  of  several  township  high  schools  and  the  creat- 
ing of  a  healthy  public  sentiment  in  their  favor  throughout  the  county. 
The  establishment  of  many  school  libraries  in  the  rural  districts,  re- 
sulting in  a  desire  by  teachers  and  pupils  to  read  good  literature. 

The  holding  each  year  of  over  a  dozen  district  institutes  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  county. 

Common  school  diplomas  have  been  given  to  pupils  of  the  rural 
schools  who  successfully  passed  the  required  examinations.  The 
quality  of  the  work  has  improved  each  year,  and  the  plan  has  been  a 
stimulus  to  many  pupils.  The  first  year,  1897,  thirty-six  received  di- 
plomas, in  '98,  forty-five,  and  in  '99,  sixty-two.  This  is  but  the  begin- 
ning of  a  system  of  gradation  that  will  more  fully  meet  the  conveni- 
ences and  demands  of  a  regular  course  of  study. 

The  following  districts  raised  more  money  by  local  taxation  than  is 
received  from  the  State:  Buckingham,  South  Canaan,  Clinton,  Dre- 
her,  Dyberry,  Hawley,  Honesdale,  Lake,  Lehigh,  Manchester,  Mount 
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Pleasant,  Paupack,  Preston,  Scott,  Seelyville,  Starrucca,  Waymart 
and  White  Mills,  some  of  these  districts  raising  nearly  three  times  as 
much  as  the  amount  of  State  appropriation.  Thus  two-fifths  of  the 
districts  receive  more  from  the  State  than  is  levied  for  school  pur- 
poses. The  average  rate  of  taxation  for  these  latter  districts  is  five 
and  one-sixth  mills,  and  in  some  of  these  the  rate  is  very  low.  By  the 
new  method  of  distribution  twenty-one  of  the  thirty  districts  have  had 
their  State  appropriation  increased,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances 
the  money  has  been  used  judiciously.  The  increase  in  some  districts 
was  over  $650,  and  the  total  increase  in  the  county  was  $3,560.80,  a 
most  helpful  addition  to  our  poorer  rural  districts. 

A  slight  advance  in  the  average  salaries  paid  teachers  is  reported 
from  Clinton,  Honesdale,  Lake  and  Preston.  The  average  increase 
for  each  teacher  in  the  county  was  forty-eight  cents;  while  there  has 
been  a  steady  progressive  spirit  along  this  line,  we  fear  a  reaction 
next  year,  for  several  districts  have  already  reported  a  cut  in  the 
salary  paid  teachers,  and  a  shortening  of  the  term.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  wrong  direction.  As  the  average  length  of  term  in  this  county 
was  7.43  months,  no  complaint  is  heard  on  account  of  the  change  to 
seven  months.  There  are  but  three  districts  in  the  county  which  did 
not  average  over  six  months  last  year. 

The  average  per  cent,  of  attendance  is  a  little  lower  than  last  year. 
This  is  due  to  badly  drifted  roads,  sickness  in  several  places,  and  a 
careless  indifference  in  others.  One  district  reports  an  average  per 
centage  of  attendance  of  73,  while  but  four  have  an  average  of  over  90 
per  cent.  The  compulsory  school  law  should  be  more  judiciously  en- 
forced. A  few  people  still  seem  to  think  that  the  law  was  made  to 
annoy,  or  to  infringe  upon  the  liberties  of  parents.  The  law  was 
passed  to  benefit  the  children  and  indirectly  to  bless  the  home,  and  all 
should  carry  out  its  requirements. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Honesdale  from  November  28,  to 
December  2.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  C.  C. 
Bounds,  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  Prof.  Frank  O.  Payne  and  Prof.  J.  A. 
Sprenkel ;  their  work  was  of  a  high  order,  and  gave  general  satisfac- 
tion. The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Rounds,  "The  True 
Knight;"  Col.  Bain,  "The  New  Woman  and  The  Old  Man,"  and  Dr.  A. 
W.  Lamar,  "Dixie  Before  the  War."  A  musical  entertainment  was 
given  by  the  John  Thomas  Concert  Company  on  Wednesday  evening. 
The  attendance  was  greater  than  ever  before,  and  the  highest  degree 
of  interest  was  manifest  throughout  the  entire  session.  The  third  an- 
nual session  of  the  directors'  association  was  held  on  Thursday  of  in- 
stiute  week.  The  forenoon  was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  "A  Sum- 
mer Normal  in  Wayne  County,"  "A  Course  of  Study,"  and  "What  Di- 
rectors Can  do  to  Make  Our  Schools  Better."  In  the  afternoon  the 
directors  met  with  the  teachers  in  the  main  court  room  and  listened 
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to  an  inspiring  address  by  Dr.  Schaeffer.  Everybody  pronounced  Oris 
the  most  successful  meeting  ever  held  in  the  county. 

Many  of  our  school  grounds  ought  to  be  improved.  We  need  more 
appropriate  school  room  decorations.  The  importance  of  all  physical 
environment  should  be  more  generally  recognized.  The  teacher 
should  know,  and  now  and  then  suggestively  reflect  upon  the  injurious 
effects  of  poor  location  of  school  houses,  bad  air,  light,  and  ungainly 
surroundings.  Teachers  should  realize  the  force  of  good  and  bad  ex- 
ample; should  be  able  to  diagnose  mental  conditions  from  bodily  signs. 
Too  many  of  our  teachers  are  untrained  and  poorly  prepared  for  real 
teaching.  We  are  glad  to  report  considerable  progress  along  this  line. 
There  is  encouragement  for  every  person  interested  in  our  schools  in 
the  visible  evidence  of  progress.  The  establishment  and  the  increas- 
ing of  rural  school  libraries  go  nobly  on.  Local  institutes  and  other 
educational  meetings  have  greatly  strengthened  public  sentiment. 
Teachers  who  can  inspire  to.  higher  ideals  as  well  as  in- 
struct are  demanded.  The  teacher  who  would  advance  in 
her  profession  can  do  no  better  than  to  visit  other  schools,  see  the 
work  of  some  teacher  who  has  won  special  recognition  for  excellence 
in  some  line  of  teaching.  More  of  our  teachers  ought  to  do  this.  To 
see  good  teaching  is  wonderfully  suggestive  to  the  energetic,  progres- 
sive teacher  and  more  effective  than  to  read  about  it  or  hear  it  dis- 
cussed. 

With  an  expression  of  heartfelt  gratitude  to  all  who  have  helped  to 
make  the  year's  work  successful  and  pleasant,  and  with  hopeful  an- 
ticipation for  the  future,  this  report  is  submitted. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 


This  report  closes  the  work  of  my  second  term  as  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  this  county.  The  three  years  have  seemed  to  pass  with 
unusual  rapidity.  They  have  been  full  of  interest  and  pleasure  to  me 
and  I  believe  fraught  with  much  good  to  the  schools.  Were  I  to  write 
a  detailed  report  of  the  present  year  it  would  contain  much  the  same 
matter  as  my  former  reports.  It  would  tell  of  the  progress  of  our 
teachers,  their  high  professional  spirit,  and  their  devotion  to  their 
work.  It  would  commend  the  directors  for  more  faithful  work  than 
ever  before,  and  would  speak  of  the  interest  and  the  most  hearty  co- 
operation of  all  friends  of  education.  In  very  great  part  it  would  tell 
of  things  of  which  we  are  proud,  but  it  would  also  deal  with  some 
things  which  menace  the  schools  of  every  county  in  the  Common- 
wealth.    It  would  tell  of  teachers  who  have  no  interest  in  their  work, 
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who  are  in  the  business  solely  for  the  money  that  they  get  out  of  it. 
It  would  tell  of  directors  who  employ  these  same  teachers  only  be- 
cause they  have  some  political  influence,  or  belong  to  the  same  politi- 
cal or  religious  faith.  It  would  tell  of  the  violation  of  the  compulsory 
school  law  in  a  number  of  places,  and  various  acts  of  negligence  for 
which  no  excuse  can  be  given.  However,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  give 
a  detailed  report  for  this  year's  work.  We  prefer  to  take  the  work  of 
the  term  and  show  in  a  measure  the  advancement  which  has  been 
made  in  three  years. 

During  the  three  years  eighty-three  (83)  school  rooms  have  been 
erected  and  furnished.  The  schools  have  increased  from  six  hundred 
and  thirty-three  (633)  to  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  (732),  and  the 
pupils  from  twenty-nine  thousand  (29,000)  to  thirty-two  thousand  (32,- 
000).  Teachers  having  graduated  at  a  State  Normal  School  have  in- 
creased from  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  to  two  hundred  and  eight 
(208),  while  those  holding  provisional  certificates  have  decreased  in 
the  same  ratio.  The  average  salary  of  the  teacher  has  advanced  from 
$43.95  per  month  to  f  45.1 4,  while  the  annual  school  term  has  been 
lengthened  from  six  and  seventy-one  hundredths  (6.71)  months  to 
seven  and  thirty-six  hundredths  (7.3G)  months.  The  average  per  cent, 
of  attendance  three  years  ago  was  84.     This  year  it  is  87. 

While  the  foregoing  figures  do  not  tell  how  much  has  been  done  for 
future  citizenship,  they  indicate  progress  by  the  only  method  avail- 
able. 

The  educational  metings  held  in  the  county  this  year  were  unusually 
interesting.  Local  institutes  were  numerous,  well  attended,  and  of 
high  educational  character.  The  county  institute  was  "the  best  ever 
held."  Certainly  it  was  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  one  over 
which  we  have  presided.  The  high  educational  standing  of  the  in- 
structors is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  character  of  the  work  done.  The 
names  of  such  persons  as  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Hon. 
O.  T.  Corson,  Supt.  F.  Treudley,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  Dr. 
S.  C.  Schmucker,  Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey,  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Miss 
Anna  Buckbee  and  Mrs.  Sarah  R.  Christy  on  the  programme  insure 
a  first  class  institute.  The  music  was  under  the  efficient  leadership 
of  Prof.  J.  Lisle  Apple,  while  numerous  solos  were  most  pleasingly 
rendered  by  Mr.  Ernest  Gamble,  Miss  Louie  M.  Taylor  and  Mme.  Eliza- 
beth de  Barrie  Gill,  Prof.  Frank  A.  Proeger,  presided  at  the  piano  in 
his  usual  satisfactory  manner. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  General  John  B.  Gordon, 
the  Ladies'  Symphony  Orchestra,  Rev.  Frank  Bristol,  D.  D.,  The  Old 
Homestead  Quartette,  "Judge"  Greene,  and  Dr.  Robert  Stuart  Mac- 
Arthur.  Alll  these  were  of  the  most  satisfactory  character  except 
"Judge"  Greene,  who  in  the  judgment  of  our  institute  has  missed  his 
calling  when  occupying  the  platform  as  a  humorist. 
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The  directors'  convention  held  during  the  week  of  the  institute  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  More  than  half  of  the  directors  of  tne 
county  were  present,  and  the  two  days  spent  in  the  discussion  of 
various  vital  questions  have  been  of  much  profit  to  the  schools.  It 
seems  to  me  that  were  the  directors  compensated  for  their  attendance 
at  this  meeting,  something  after  the  manner  in  which  the  teachers  are 
paid,  there  would  be  a  much  wider  distribution  of  the  good  accruing 
from  these  meetings. 

Were  we  to  close  this  brief  report  without  a  word  of  recognition  of 
our  appreciation  of  an  almost  unanimous  re-election  for  a  third  term 
we  would  be  untrue  to  our  feelings  and  ungrateful  to  those  who  have 
been  our  most  enthusiastic  friends.  We  were  re-elected  without  the 
semblance  of  political  strife,  our  supporters  coming  from  both  politi- 
cal parties.  To  both  we  are  indebted  for  the  most  hearty  co-opera- 
tion in  all  our  work  and  to  both  we  are  most  grateful.  We  are  glad  to 
believe  that  in  this  county  as  in  many  others  the  superintendency  is 
being  taken  out  of  the  realm  of  political  strife  and  henceforth  the 
qualifications  of  the  candidate  will  be  the  only  question  which  will 
enter  into  his  election  . 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


Introductory  and  General. 

The  coming  century  is  to  be  ushered  in  with  all  the  glorious  mani- 
festations due  such  a  land  mark.  As  education  is  fundamental  to  our 
national  security  and  prosperity,  so  our  educational  attitude  at  the 
threshold  of  the  century  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  year  just 
closed  has  been  one  of  advancement  in  the  school  work  of  the  county. 

Black  walnut  raised  salary  of  teacher  from  $26  to  $30 ;  Clinton  from 
$20  to  $25;  Exeter  from  $25  to  $28;  La  Grange,  Ind.,  from  $23.33  to  $25; 
Mehoopany  township  from  $20.86  to  $23 ;  Meshoppen  borough,  princi- 
pal, $50  to  $55;  Monroe,  principal,  $55  to  $60;  Overfield,  Lake  School, 
$29  to  $30;  Tunkhannock  borough  school,  assistant  principal  of  high 
school,  Prof.  Kepperly,  $61.11  to  $65;  principal  of  primary  school, 
Jennie  L.  Thompson,  $40  to  $45. 

The  following  districts  lowered  salary  of  teachers:  Lemon  town- 
ship from  $20  to  $18,  except  school  at  Lemon  which  remained  at  $25; 
Northumberland  township,  Vernon  school  for  4^  months  of  term,  $33 
to  $28;  Tunkhannock,  Ind.,  principal  from  $45  to  $40,  and  assistant 
principal  from  $35  to  $30;  Washington  from  $25  to  $24,  except  one 
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school,  primary  department  at  Vose,  which  was  raised  from  $15  to 
?20. 

The  following  districts  lengthened  their  school  term.  Braintrim 
township  from  seven  (7)  to  eight  (8)  months;  Braintrim,  Ind.,  from  six 

(6)  to  seven  (7)  months;  Exeter  from  seven  (7)  to  eight  (8)  months;  Mes- 
hoppen  township  from  seven  (7)  to  eight  (8)   months;   Monroe  from 

(7)  to  eight  (8)  months;  Windham  from  six  (6)  to  seven  (7)  months. 
The  following  districts  lowered  their  school  term:  La  Grange,  Ind., 

from  nine  (9)  to  eight  (8)  months;  Lymanville,  Ind.,  from  eight  (8)  to 
seven  (7)  months;  Northumberland,  Ind.,  from  eight  (8)  to  seven  (7) 
months.  The  average  number  of  months  taught  in  the  county  for 
school  year  ending  June,  1896,  was  six  and  seven-tenths  (6  7-10);  in 
June,  1897,  seven  and  two-tenths  (7  2-10) ;  in  June,  1898,  seven  and  four- 
tenths  (  7  4-10);  in  June,  1899,  seven  and  fifty-seven  hundredths  (7 
57-100).  The  average  salary  of  teachers  for  the  county  was  thirty  dol- 
lars and  forty-four  cents  ($30.44)  for  1898;  for  school  year  ending  in 
June,  1899,  thirty-three  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents  ($33.71).  For 
the  school  year  ending  in  June,  1897,  there  were  4,074  children  in  the 
county  enrolled;  for  school  year  ending  in  June,  1898,  there  were  4,303 
an  increase  of  218;  and  for  the  school  year  ending  in  June,  1899,  there 
were  4,375,  an  increase  over  year  1896-7,  of  over  one  hundred  children 
(100)  annually. 

W.  L.  Burgess,  president  of  Forkston  board,  donated  to  each 
school  of  the  township,  a  large  and  durable  thermometer.  Graded 
school  building  at  Forkston  was  supplied  with  a  new  brick  chimney. 
North  Branch  had  a  school  entertainment  at  Hope  school,  Miss  Ettio 
Burgess,  teacher,  and  with  proceeds  supplied  house  with  cloth  window 
shades.  The  directors  of  the  district  put  new  slate  black  boards  in 
each  school  house.  A  literary  society  was  organized  at  Hope  school. 
The  teacher  was  president  and  Miss  Thresa  Kinsley,  secretary.  Or- 
ganization met  weekly.  The  school  held  appropriate  exercises  on 
Washington's  birthday  anniversary. 

Burgess  school,  in  North  Branch  township,  was  supplied  with  a 
large  and  unique  programme  of  studies.  Mehoopany  township  board 
paid  George  Henning,  Jr.,  $70  to  put  a  cable  foot  bridge  across  South 
Branch  creek,  three  miles  from  Mehoopany.  Job  was  completed  De- 
cember 1.  It  will  accommodate  several  school  children  as  well  as 
citizens.  Mehoopany  township  district  refloored  Maynard  Hill  school 
house,  gave  building  two  coats  of  paint,  and  built  new  fence  around 
school  grounds.  The  board  also  papered  all  of  their  school  houses. 
House  at  Jayne's  Bend  was  put  upon  a  new  foundation,  re-roofed,  sup- 
plied with  new  chimney.  New  coal  house  eight  feet  by  ten  feet  was 
built  for  $20.  Cost  of  removing  house  was  $57,  besides  some  extras. 
Tunkhannock,  Ind.,  supplied  primary  department  with  new  book  case 
and  whitewashed  both  rooms.    Tunkhannock  borough  put  a  new  organ 
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in  the  high  school  and  time  was  given  daily  to  teaching  music.  In 
Nicholson  township,  the  Camp  school  house  was  painted  inside  and 
out,  walls  repaired,  sided  on  one  side  and  one  end  of  building.  New 
floor  was  laid.  Black  boards  were  repainted.  Cost  of  repairs  was 
$148.  Job  was  let  July  23,  to  Griflin  Potter.  House  in  Bacon  dis- 
trict was  also  painted  and  room  repaired  at  cost  of  f  75. 

Mehoopany,  lnd.,  dug  a  new  well,  supplied  it  with  modern  pump  and 
built  house  around  it,  providing  house  with  lock  and  key.  The  water 
is  good.  Each  room  of  their  school  building  was  supplied  with  en- 
closed water  tanks  and  cloth  window  shades.  The  board  put  in  a  fine 
new  furnace  which  warms  and  ventilates  the  building  in  a  most  satis- 
factory manner.  It  is  the  New  Richardson  made  at  Chicago,  by  Boy- 
anton  and  Company. 

Meshoppen  township  repaired  and  repainted  the  brick  chapel  and 
Ellis  school  houses  at  a  cost  of  over  $75.  Noxen  supplied  their  new 
graded  school  building  with  a  large  bell  and  a  flag.  A  move  for  which 
school  director,  F.  H.  Weinsheimer,  deserves  special  credit.  Tunk- 
hannock  added  to  their  library,  books  costing  about  $60.  Black  Wal- 
nut, lnd.  school  has  been  supplied  with  a  new  Tellurian  and  a  general 
chart  and  a  school  library.  The  board  introduced  the  subject  of 
music.  In  every  school  of  the  county,  some  attention  should  be  given 
to  the  subject  of  music.  Beech  Grove  district  in  Overfield  erected  a  flag 
pole  fifty  feet  in  height.  The  school,  with  receipts  from  an  entertain- 
ment, purchased  a  flag  thirteen  feet  by  twenty  feet  with  stripes,  one 
foot  wide.  Oscar  Britton,  teacher.  There  was  a  public  flag  raising  at 
Lake  YYinola  school  in  Overfield.  Size  of  flag  twelve  feet  by  fourteen 
feet.  Height  of  pole,  seventy  feet.  E.  A.  Fuller,  teacher.  I  hope 
the  time  is  near  when  each  district  in  Wyoming  county,  shall  have 
made  a  move  thus  to  arouse  and  inculcate  patriotism  and  love  for 
country. 

Arbor  Day  exercises  were  held  by  Pine  Grove  school.  Trees 
planted,  school  room  beautifully  decorated,  and  many  were  present 
to  listen  to  the  songs  and  recitations  and  plant  trees.  Much  interest 
was  shown.  Written  invitations  to  director  and  each  patron,  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect  and  awoke  an  interest  in  school  work.  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Frasier,  nee  Miss  Gertrude  Bedell,  was  the  teacher.  Beautiful 
souvenir  cards  containing  names  of  pupils,  school  district,  teacher  and 
director  and  length  of  school  term,  were  presented  to  Fox  Hollow 
school  by  their  teacher  Charles  C.  Grow;  and  to  Union  Hill  school  by 
their  teacher,  Burton  F.  Taylor.  Falls  township  regraded  their  school 
at  Mill  City,  added  another  teacher,  thus  making  it  a  graded  school. 
Forkston  established  another  school  in  their  township,  at  a  place 
called  Herd's  Camp,  near  the  Sullivan  county  border.  Several  dis- 
tricts of  the  county  have  introduced  supplementary  reading  and  will 
soon  have  a  complete  course  of  reading. 
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The  school  at  Falls,  Miss  Sara  Peters  teacher,  gave  a  school  enter- 
tainment. As  a  result  the  school  is  supplied  with  a  Webster's  Inter- 
national Dictionary.  1  would  like  to  see  school  directors  place  at 
least  one  good  reliable  dictionary  in  every  school  of  the  county.  Sev- 
eral districts  adopted  mental  arithmetics.  The  branch  should  be 
adopted  and  taught  in  every  school  district.  The  law  requires  teachers 
to  be  examined  in  it  and  boards  should  provide  for  its  being  taught  in 
the  schools. 

Six  local  institutes  were  held.  Our  leading  teachers  and  best 
people  endeavor  to  attend  as  many  of  these  meetings  as  they  can. 
Such  educational  gatherings  are  beneficial  supplements  to  the  county 
institutes  and  arouse  additional  interest  in  the  schools  in  every  neigh- 
borhood. 

County  Institute. 

Our  county  institute  has  become  a  mammoth  affair,  the  only  trouble 
being  that  we  have  no  building  at  the  county  seat  sufficiently  large 
to  accommodate  properly  those  who  attend. 

The  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December  19-23.  Our 
day  instructors  were  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley,  Dr.  L.  W.  Miller,  Prof.  Alvin 
Davison,  Prof.  Benton  E.  James,  Rev.  Elkanah  Hulley,  Dr.  Frank  H. 
Green,  Dr.  Frederick  Corss,  Prof.  F.  J.  McConnon,  Supt.  Geo.  W.  Twit- 
myer,  Professor  Bromley  Smith,  Isaac  F.  Bodle,  and  J.  J.  Ealer,  Jr., 
Prof.  Mark  C.  James,  director  of  music  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Jarvis,  pianist. 
Evening  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  R.  Foster  Stone,  Hon.  Wallace 
Bruce,  Dr.  Lincoln  Hulley  and  an  entertainment  by  L.  B.  Cake  and 
Ella  June  Meade  Cake  and  a  musical  concert  by  the  Slayton  Jubilee 
Singers.  We  continued  the  section  work  inaugurated  a  year  ago. 
This  we  consider  is  one  of  the  strong  features  of  the  reformed  methods 
of  conducting  county  institutes.  It  brings  the  instructors  in  closer 
touch  with  the  teachers  and  consequently  better  results  are  obtained. 

The  following  are  press  comments  upon  the  institute :  "There  was 
a  large  attendance  of  teachers  at  this  institute  and  the  instruction  af- 
forded will  doubtless  prove  profitable  to  them.  Let  the  good  work  go 
on." — Wyoming  Democrat,  issued  December  25, 1898.  "This  has  been 
one  of  the  most  complete  and  instructive  institutes  ever  held  in  the 
county." — The  New  Age,  issue  of  December  22,  1898. 

Exhibits. 

A  novel  feature  was  introduced  at  the  institute  last  y^ar,  a  display 
of  educational  exhibits.  This  was  composed  of  maps  and  other  draw 
ings,  outline  stitching,  paper  cutting  and  a  great  variety  of  things. 
I  was  much  pleased  over  the  number  and  excellence  of  the  exhibits. 
They  were  very  creditable  to  the  youth  and  the  schools  of  Wyoming 
county  represented,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  examine  them  closely. 
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Course  of  Study  for  Rural  Schools. 

Last  year,  for  the  first,  some  districts  adopted  our  county  course  of 
study.  From  my  own  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from  reports 
received  from  many  sources,  I. can  say  that  the  course  of  study  is  an 
unqualified  success.  Better  classification,  more  of  the  pupils  studying 
the  branches,  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  parents,  and 
more  systematic  work  on  the  part  of  teachers  are  the  natural  results 
that  are  to  be  seen  on  every  side. 

Visitors'  Day. 

Ninety-five  schools  observed  visitors'  day,  Friday,  December  16,  in 
accordance  with  a  suggestion  of  the  Superintendent.  Harry  Hen- 
ning,  chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  that  about  1,200  visitors 
in  the  aggregate  were  present. 

Professional  Reading. 

A  committee  of  teachers,  was  appointed  to  recommend  a  systematic 
reading  course  for  the  year.  "Shoup's  History  of  Education"  was 
recommended  and  adopted.  Our  present  complete  course  is  "White's 
School  Management,"  and  "Eoark's  Psychology"  in  addition  to 
Shoup's  History  of  Education.  More  professional  reading  has  been 
done  by  our  teachers  than  heretofore. 

♦  Teachers. 

The  schorlarly  attainments  of  my  teachers  have  advanced  until  they 
are  probably  ample  for  present  needs.  This  does  not  imply  that  they 
are  what  they  should  be  from  an  educational  or  professional  stand 
point  nor  from  the  stand  point  of  most  of  the  teachers.  There  is  a 
lamentable  lack  of  how  to  teach.  The  mischievous  fallacy,  that  if  a 
thing  is  known  it  can  be  taught,  is  believed  by  too  many  teachers  and 
directors.  The  power  to  impart  skillfully,  to  interest,  to  arouse  and 
create  enthusiasm,  to  get  and  hold  attention,  to  direct  thought  along 
proper  lines,  to  cause  the  pupils  to  get  and  hold  for  themselves — these 
are  some  of  the  tests  of  a  teacher's  value.  Can  you  do  this?  If  so, 
you  are  a  teacher.  It  is  just  as  important  to  estimate  as  most  valu- 
able that  teacher  whose  influence  for  good  follows,  and  molds  the 
whole  after-life  of  the  future  citizen.  Directors  should  make  a  dis- 
crimination between  the  salaries  of  teachers  on  the  basis  of  successful 
experience  and  advanced  scholarship.  This  would  reward  the  faith- 
ful and  prove  a  stimulus  to  every  teacher.  One  of  the  most  discourag- 
ing features  in  our  county  is  the  low  wages  paid  to  some  teachers  and 
the  feeling,  in  some  sections,  that  any  one  can  teach.  While  our 
teachers  have  improved  during  the  past  three  years  and  are  now  doing 
better  work,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  character  of  much  of  the 
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teaching  would  warrant  additional  pay.  A  poor  teacher  is  dear  at 
any  price  and  a  good  teacher  is  cheap  at  any  price.  As  a  whole  the 
teachers  of  this  county  are  a  self-sacrificing  band  and  do  the  best  they 
know. 

The  School  Directors'  Association. 

The  fifth  annual  session  of  the  Wyoming  County  Association  of 
School  Directors  convened  in  the  judge's  room  of  the  court  house  on 
Thursday,  December  22,  at  10  A.  M.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were 
read  by  Secretary  N.  A.  Doty,  of  Mehoopany.  The  President,  Dr.  E. 
H.  Welis,  of  Meshoppen,  delivered  his  annual  address  and  Bradley 
W.  Lewis,  Esq.,  of  Tunkhaunock,  a  delegate  to  the  State  Association 
of  School  Directors,  made  his  report. 

The  following  subjects  were  discussed  by  members  of  the  associa- 
tion: ''Best  Method  of  Taking  Care  of  School  Property,"  "The  Chart, 
Map  and  Block  Peddler,  His  Methods,  Prices  and  His  Wares,"  "Laws 
Relating  to  Public  Schools,  Passed  at  the  Legislative  Session  of  1897," 
"Needed  School  Legislation  by  the  Session  of  1899,"  and  "What  Can 
be  Done  by  Directors  to  Better  our  Schools  Next  Year." 

The  directors  were  addressed  by  Prof.  B.  E.  James,  of  Montrose,  on 
"Wise  Criticism  of  Schools."  These  subjects  being  all  of  a  practical 
nature,  were  thoroughly  discussed  and  the  interchange  of  opinion 
proved  highly  beneficial. 

At  the  session  of  1896,  thirty-one  (31)  directors  attended.  Sixty- 
five  were  enrolled  at  their  last  meeting.  The  committee  on  resolu- 
tions consisted  of  Messrs.  E.  M.  Vaughn,  of  Mehoopany  township ;  E. 
C.  Niebel,  Lymanville,  Ind.,  and  E.  H.  Clark,  of  Montrose.  Follow- 
ing are  the  resolutions  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  as  school  directors  derive  great  benefit  from  the 
annual  meeting  of  Directors'  Association  at  County  Institute. 

Resolved,  That  we  favor  the  county  course  of  study  marked  out  by 
our  superintendent. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  directors  of  Wyoming  county,  request  our 
representative  elect  to  forward  a  bill  for  the  reimbursement  of  school 
directors  for  their  expenses  while  attending  county  institute  one  day 
each  year  and  also  one  day  at  each  election  of  a  county  superintendent. 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  a  full  attendance  of  all  directors  at  the  next 
annual  directors'  meeting. 

The  following  were  elected  delegates  to  the  next  School  Directors' 
Convention  at  Harrisburg:  Bradley  W.  Lewis,  Newell  A.  Doty,  Fred- 
erick H.  Fassett,  Edward  H.  Clark  and  Bromley  Smith.  The  old 
officers  were  unanimously  elected  for  the  year  1899.  At  3  P.  M.,  the 
directors  met  in  joint  session  with  the  institute  and  were  addressed  by 
Dr.  Frank  H.  Green  and  Dr.  Frederick  Corss. 

Educationally  the  occasion  awakened  new  ideas  that  will  enrich  and 
remain,  giving  profitable  aid  in  the  future. 
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In  Memoriam. 

Absalom  Carey  of  Eaton  township  school  board,  a  warm  friend  oi 
popular  education,  was  called  away  in  May.  He  had  completed  neany 
one  year's  service  as  a  most  active  director.  His  going  away  was  a 
matter  of  great  regret  to  all  who  were  associated  with  him  in  the 
school  work.  His  memory  is  precious  and  his  many  kind  deeds  are 
not  forgotten. 

Graduation  Exercises  and  Graduates. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  graded  and  high  schools  were  events 
of  great  interest  to  the  communities  and  attracted  large  audiences. 
Classes  were  graduated  by  the  Tunkhannock,  Meshoppen  and  Beau- 
mont high  schools  and  the  Factoryville  and  Nicholson  graded  schools. 

Tunkhannock  graduated  on  June  2,  John  F.  Borden  (salutatorian), 
subject,  "In  L.  Catalinam;"  Lena  M.  Bergman,  subject,  "Through 
Clouds  to  Sunshine;"  Edward  L.  Brown,  subject,  "The  Influence  of  the 
Press;"  Thomas  C.  Boyce,  subject,  "What  Want  Has  Done;"  Laura  M. 
Steele,  subject,  "Blindness;"  Frank  A.  Frear,  subject,  "The  Spoils 
System;"  Ruth  P.  Piatt,  subject,  "The  Passing  of  Arthur;"  Harry  C. 
Kittredge,  subject,  "Stop,  Look  and  Listen;"  Charles  G.  Jones,  sub- 
ject, "Election  of  United  States  Senators,"  and  Elizabeth  L.  Leighton 
(valedictorian),  subject,  "Wilhelm  Tell." 

Meshoppen  graduated  on  May  12,  A  Ray  Sherwood  (salutatorian), 
subject,  "Our  Industrial  Greatness;"  Mary  Morris,  subject,  "Rome 
was  Not  Built  in  a  Day,"  and  Lucia  Tewksbury  (valedictorian),  sub- 
ject, "Demands  of  the  Hour." 

Beaumont  graduated  on  May  5,  Stanley  Jackson  (salutatorian),  sub- 
ject, "Salutatory;"  Alpha  Hilbert,  subject,  "Elements  of  Success;" 
H.  Stanley  Doll,  subject,  "The  Fire  on  the  Prairie;"  Frank  Sutton, 
subject,  "Historian;"  Fred.  Jones,  subject,  "Life  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln;" Edward  Cooke,  subject,  "Poet;"  Clark  Hildebrant,  subject, 
"Truth;"  Frank  Newberry,  subject,  "Rudyard  Kipling;"  John  Morgan, 
subject,  "Presentation  Speech,"  and  Emily  Morgan  (valedictorian), 
subject,  "Valedictory." 

Factoryville  graduated  on  May  25,  the  following  members  of  class 
of  1899:  Melissa  Dodge  Watkins,  president;  Lulu  May  Engle,  secre- 
tary; Edwin  Reynolds  Manchester,  treasurer;  Doutta  Berdenta  Dar- 
row,  Bessie  May  Griffin,  Nina  Caroline  Stark,  Mable  Elizabeth  Sea- 
mons,  Frank  Augustus  Warren,  Kathryn  Muriel  Stark  and  Archibald 
Carl  Heller. 

Nicholson  graduated  on  April  25,  S.  Gertrude  Shaw  (salutatorian), 
subject*  "Joan  of  Arc;"  Ralph  W.  Shields,  subject,  "An  Event  in 
History;"  Cecil  Shields,  subject,  "The  Philippine  Islands;"  Maude 
Hinkley,  subject,  "Edgay  Allen  Poe,"  and  Grace  Mackey  (valedicto- 
rian), subject.  "The  Palm  nf  Vir-rory  Not  Without  thp  Dust  of  Labor." 
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Memorial  Exercises  in  Tunkkannock  Schools. 

On  Friday,  May  26,  a  committee  of  the  J.  W.  Reynolds  Post  of  the 
G.  A.  R,,  composed  of  Commanders  Henry  Harding,  chairman;  R.  V. 
Kennedy  and  N.  W.  Reynolds,  accompanied  by  Comrades  County 
Commissioner,  Michael  Brown;  Chaplain,  Rev.  Solomon  W.  Weiss; 
Major,  R.  W.  Bannatyne;  Commander,  James  L.  Vose,  and  Rev.  H.  H. 
Wilbur,  visited  the  several  schools  in  accordance  with  the  Grand 
Army  orders  from  headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  inculcating  patri- 
otic sentiment  and  encouraging  the  children  in  participating  in 
memorial  ceremonies. 

A  very  interesting  programme  of  patriotic  music  by  the  school  and 
addresses  by  the  soldier  boys  was  rendered.  School  Directors  Brad- 
ley W.  Lewis  and  J.  Wood  Piatt  representing  the  school  board  were 
present  and  delivered  timely  addresses. 

The  efforts  of  this  committee  were  effectual  in  bringing  out  teachers 
and  pupils  to  participate  in  the  Memorial  Day  services.  The  meet- 
ing did  much  good  and  bids  fair  to  be  an  annual  event. 

Minimum  School  Term. 

The  recent  enactment  requiring  each  school  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  kept  open  at  least  seven  months  of  the  year,  before 
the  State  appropriation  can  be  drawn,  is  a  happy  requisition.  The 
provision  is  not  too  stringent.  It  means  greater  educational  possi- 
bilities. I  am  pleased  to  see  that  our  Representative,  Hon.  Arthur 
H.  Squier,  heartily  supported  the  measure. 

Hints  and  Suggestions. 

The  following  are  a  few  lines  along  which  public  opinion  in  this 
county  will  admit  of  further  development : 

1.  In  favor  of  special  preparation  of  teachers  for  their  work. 

2.  In  favor  of  better  salaries  for  our  best  teachers  in  the  country 
schools. 

3.  Against  changing  teachers  in  order  to  "pass  the  favors  around." 

4.  In  favor  of  more  dictionaries  and  school  libraries  in  our  schools 
and  more  frequent  use  of  them. 

5.  In  favor  of  directors  subscribing  for  the  Pennsylvania  School 
Journal  at  public  expense. 

6.  In  favor  of  a  still  higher  moral  sentiment  in  our  schools.  We  do 
not  believe  that  our  schools  are  behind  others  in  this  respect,  but  there 
is  still  need  for  work  along  this  line. 

Triennial  Convention. 

Politics,  religion  and  selfish  motives  too  often  become  potent  factors 
in  choosing  a  county  superintendent. 
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I  have  the  honor  of  having  been  elected  twice  by  a  substantial  ex- 
pression of  the  people,  honestly  re-elected  by  the  school  directors, 
and,  for  it,  I  am  exceeding  happy  and  devoutly  thankful.  In  all  my 
action  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  governed  by  justice  and  the  true  princi- 
ples of  progress. 

Conclusion. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have  helped  forward  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, to  pupils,  citizens,  teachers  and  directors,  to  all. 

I  wish  to  recognize  especially  the  liberality  of  the  Wyoming  Demo- 
crat, New  Age,  Tunkhannock  Republican  and  Braintrim  Messenger, 
papers  of  the  county,  which  have  given  most  complete  reports  of  all 
public  school  work,  and  have  left  nothing  undone  to  further  the  in- 
terest of  our  schools.  To  the  Department,  I  would  say  that  my  rela- 
tions therewith  have  been  of  the  same  pleasant  nature  that  character- 
ized them  in  years  past.  And  now,  I  trust  that  the  work,  thus  aus- 
piciously begun,  may  by  the  help  of  the  agents  thus  recognized,  be 
further  improved  for  the  common  good  of  all. 

May  God  speed  all  who  are  endeavoring  to  elevate  and  uplift  the 
character  of  American  citizenship. 


YORK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 


County  Institue. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  York, 
November  21-25, 1898.  Every  one  of  the  606  teachers,  city  and  county, 
were  enrolled  and  in  attendance.  The  day  instructors  were  Hon.  O.  T. 
Corson,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Prof.  Byron  W.  King,  Dr.  S.  C.  Sch- 
mucker,  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Prof.  C. 
M.  Parker  and  Prof.  J.  P.  McCaskey. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  State  Superin- 
tendent. Dr.  Schaeffer's  address  was  on  "The  New  Point  of  View  in 
Teaching  Geography,  History  and  Civil  Government." 

The  work  of  the  week  emphasized  especially  "School  Management," 
Hon.  Henry  Houck  and  Hon.  O.  T»  Corson,  giving  strong  addresses  on 
this  subject. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  as  follows: 
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Monday  Night — Byron  W.  King,  "Miscellaneous  Readings." 

Tuesday  Night — Cecilia  Concert  Company. 

Wednesday  Night — Wm.  Hawley  Smith,  "Humorous  Lecture." 

Thursday  Night — Parker  Concert  Company. 

Friday  Night— Dr.  Frank  Bristol,  "The  Bard  of  Avon." 

Directors'  Session. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the 
high  school  building,  November  23,  at  9  A.  M.  About  one  hundred 
directors  were  in  attendance.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Supt.  Gardner.  Dr.  J.  Deisinger,  of  West  Manchester  township,  was 
chosen  president,  and  Allen  J.  Frey,  of  Stewartstown,  secretary. 

Interesting  addresses  were  made  on  various  subjects  pertaining  to 
the  advancement  of  the  public  schools  in  our  county.  Dr.  Brumbaugh 
gave  a  most  excellent  address  on  the  "Duties  of  Directors." 

The  following  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  State  Convention,  meet- 
ing at  Harrisburg,  February,  1899:  E.  G.  Eckert,  of  Hanover;  Jacob 
F.  Lefever,  of  Fairview  township;  W.  R.  Williams,  of  Peach  Bottom 
township,  W.  J.  McClellan,  of  Warrington  township,  and  John  B. 
Gemmill,  of  Stewartstown. 

In  the  afternoon  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson  addressed  the  directors  and 
teachers  in  joint  session  on  the  "Correct  Aims  in  Teaching." 

Reading  Course. 

Our  teachers  studiously  read  many  of  the  books  recommended  last 
year  and  were  much  benefited. 

They  recommended  a  supplementary  course  for  the  coming  year  as 
follows:  "Educational  Creeds,"  "Educational  Foundation,"  "Roark's 
Psychology  in  Education,"  White's  "School  Management,"  "Evolu- 
tion of  Dodd,"  "Contents  of  Children's  Minds,"  Shakespeare's  Mac- 
beth," and  Longfellow's  "The  Building  of  the  Ship." 

Local  and  District  Institutes. 

As  usual  eight  local  institutes  were  held  at  different  points  in  the 
county.  They  were  weil  attended  and  proved  very  helpful  to  the 
teachers.  Besides  these  local  institutes  the  townships,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  held  monthly  meetings. 

Teachers. 

Of  the  507  teachers  in  service,  335  are  males  and  172  are  females; 
S3  held  normal  diplomas,  35  permanent  cerlifipafps.  57  professional 
r-ertifioatos.  and  332  provisional  porfifieates. 
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Visits. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  visited  during  the  year  was  452; 
not  visited,  51;  total  number  of  visits  made,  528. 

Examinations. 

During  the  year  39  examinations  were  held.  There  were  476  ap- 
plications for  certificates.  Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  provi- 
sional certificates  and  five  professional  certificates  were  granted. 
Ninety-six  applicants  failed  to  receive  certificates.  Chanceford,  Lower 
Chanceford  and  East  Hopewell  townships  extended  the  term  to  seven 
months. 

High  School  Entertainments. 

Hanover,  Wrightsville,  Delta  and  Dallastown  held  commencement 
exercises  which  were  well  attended  and  were  highly  interesting  to  the 
officials  and  patrons.     The  graduating  classes  were  larger  than  usual. 

Improvements. 

Fawn  township  repaired  their  buildings  and  gave  them  all  a  fresh 
coat  of  paint. 

North  Codorus  erected  two  attractive  frame  houses  with  belfries 
and  porches. 

Goldsboro,  at  a  cost  of  $3,500  erected  a  fine  brick  building,  two 
rooms.  This  building  is  modern  in  every  respect,  being  well  lighted 
and  heated,  having  a  large  hall.  This  board  deserves  much  credit  for 
its  enterprise. 

Heidelberg  township  has  erected  a  new  brick  building  and  in  it  has 
been  placed  the  latest  improved  furniture. 

Lewisberry  repaired  its  school  building,  making  it  very  attractive 
and  modern  in  its  appointments. 

Manchester  township  purchased  a  lot  in  North  York  for  $1,500, 
erected  thereon  a  four-room  brick  (one-story)  building.  It  is  well 
lighted  and  ventilated  and  is  equipped  with  the  latest  furniture. 

Newberry  township  has  erected  at  Falls  View  a  new  brick  building; 
it  is  modern  in  its  ventilation,  lighting  and  furniture.  A  belfry  and 
porch  add  to  the  general  excellent  appearance  of  the  building. 

Peach  Bottom  repaired  a  number  of  their  buildings  and  improved 
their  appearance  with  a  coat  of  paint. 

Springettsbury  formed  a  new  school  district  and  erected  a  frame 
building  with  two  rooms. 

West  Manchester  township  built  a  new  brick  building  in  Eberton. 

Spring  Grove  school  board  purchased  an  acre  of  ground,  beauti- 
fully situated,  upon  which  was  built  a  vpry  hanrksomp  building,  con- 
H___K_ftO 
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taining  six  rooms,  besides  a  directors'  room.  The  building  was  plan- 
ned and  designed  on  a  basis  of  the  latest  improvements  and  most  prac- 
tical architectural  lines  by  J.  A.  Dempwolf,  architect,  York. 

The  building  is  constructed  on  the  slow  burning  principle,  the  hol- 
low walls,  the  outer  of  which  is  erected  of  granite,  buff  mottled  Pom- 
peian  bricks  and  Indiana  limestone,  the  roof  being  covered  with  green 
Vermont  slate.  In  plan  the  school  is  most  commodiously  arranged 
for  the  convenience  of  both  teachers  and  scholars,  each  room  being 
provided  with  well  ventilated  cloak  rooms,  book  cases,  black  boards, 
wash  stands,  drinking  fountains,  etc.  The  large  corridors  furnish 
ample  play  room  during  rainy  weather.  The  toilet  rooms,  one  for 
boys  and  one  for  girls,  are  located  in  the  basement  and  are  furnished 
with  strong,  yet  elegant,  fixtures  of  latest  patterns,  to  which  is  at- 
tached the  automatic  flush  system.  The  entire  plumbing,  heating 
and  ventilating  systems  are  so  connected  as  to  work  in  harmony  and 
in  the  most  efficient  manner.  The  school  rooms  are  24  feet  wide  by 
36  feet  long  and  accommodate  52  scholars  each,  with  201  cubic  feet 
of  air  per  scholar  in  each  room.  The  entire  building  is  plastered  with 
King's  Windsor  Cement  and  finished  in  oak.  The  floors  are  of  tongued 
and  grooved  maple,  with  a  yellow  pine  underfloor,  except  floor  in 
basement,  which  is  concreted,  and  arranged  to  be  easily  scrubbed 
with  water  from  a  hose  and  kept  thoroughly  clean.  The  entrance  side 
of  the  building  is  further  decorated  by  the  addition  of  a  tower,  the 
belfry  of  which  commands  a  very  interesting  view  of  the  town  and 
surrounding  country.  The  present  building  is  also  arranged  to  be 
extended  if  more  rooms  should  at  any  time  be  required. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  school  completed  was  |25,000,  all  but  f  5,000 
of  which  was  contributed  by  Mr.  P.  L.  Glatfelter,  of  Spring  Forge,  in 
the  interests  of  the  education  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 

1876-1899. 

In  1876,  Wrightsville  was  the  only  district  outside  of  York,  having 
graded  schools  (8)  with  a  supervisory  principal,  now  there  are  151 
graded  schools  in  the  county. 

The  borough  of  Hanover  had  seven  schools  in  1876;  at  present  there 
are  nineteen  schools  well  graded  under  the  direction  of  a  supervisory 
principal  and  a  corp  of  twenty  teachers.  In  1876  Hanover  was  the 
only  district  having  a  school  term  of  eight  months;  now  there  are 
twenty-four  districts  that  have  school  terms  of  eight  or  nine  months. 

The  number  of  school  districts  has  increased  from  forty-nine  to 
sixty-four.  In  1876  the  estimated  value  of  school  property  in  the 
county  was  $332,000 ;  at  present  it  is  $750,000. 
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In  1876  there  were  368  teachers  employed;  now  there  are  507.  The 
teachers  have  not  only  increased  in  number  but  in  professional  zeal 
and  knowledge. 

In  conclusion  I  sincerely  thank  the  directors,  teachers  and  all 
friends  of  education  for  their  co-operation  and  earnest  efforts  to  ad- 
vance educational  interests  of  the  countv. 


■ 
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REPORTS 


City  and  Borough  Superintendents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


.  The  Allegheny  schools  have  had  a  year  of  substantial  progress  both 
m  attendance  and  mental  attainments. 

We  have  not  followed  after  any  of  the  educational  phantoms  of 
recent  date,  so  extensively  advertised.  Our  work  has  been  along  well 
established  and  clearly  defined  lines  that  long  since  passed  out  of  the 
realm  of  experiment. 

This  will  indicate  too  that  we  have  but  little  faith  in  the  ability  of 
the  public  schools  to  cover  all  the  ground  from  the  kindergarten 
through  the  university. 

Our  eight  kindergartens  are  popular  with  the  people.  They  are 
doing  excellent  work  and  are  well  attended.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  other  special  schools,  the  cooking  and  sewing  departments  of 
the  manual  training  schools  are  doing  very  well.  There  is  a  con- 
stant demand  for  more  room  in  the  boys'  department  of  these  schools. 
The  wood  and  iron  work  have  a  great  fascination  for  the  boys. 

The  manual  training  does  not  only  not  retard  the  progress  of  the 
pupils  in  their  regular  school  exercises  but  is  a  great  incentive  to  do 
good  work  in  their  other  studies. 

If  a  boy  does  not  stand  well  in  his  other  classes  he  cannot  stay  in  the 
manual  training  class. 

(165) 
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ALLENTOWN— F.  D.  Raub. 


I  herewith  beg  leave  to  present  my  annual  report. 

The  year  just  past  has  been  fraught  with  results  reasonably  satis- 
factory, but  still  leaving  much  to  be  striven  and  worked  for.  No 
new  departures  have  taken  place,  yet  patient  and  persistent  efforts 
have  been  made  to  maintain,  and  at  the  same  time  improve  past  con- 

ditions-  ir-i'iU-llUjiJ 

The  subject  of  drawing,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  attended  to 
with  greater  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  greater  in- 
terest developed  by  the  pupils.  The  Board  very  wisely  procured  the 
services  of  an  experienced  supervisor,  who  gave  part  of  her  time  in 
laying  out  the  work  and  at  the  same  time  giving  such  instructions  to 
the  teachers  as  enabled  the  work  to  be  carried  out  intelligently.  The 
results  were  highly  satisfactory,  so  much  so  that,  the  services  of  the 
same  supervisor  were  secured  for  the  coming  year. 

The  study  of  vocal  music  has  been  regularly  pursued  in  grades  be- 
low the  high  school,  being  for  the  first  time  taught  as  a  regular  study 
in  the  grammar  grades  during  the  past  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
will  be  introduced. into  the  high  school,  just  as  soon  as  all  the  pupils 
entering  the  high  school,  have  had  the  elementary  drill  necessary 
to  pursue  the  work  in  this  grade. 

We  had  a  class  composed  of  those  teaching  their  first  year  and  those 
expecting  to  qualify  as  teachers,  which  we  met  weekly,  for  instruc- 
tion in  pedagogy  and  psychology  during  the  past  year.  This  fur- 
nishes in  part  the  theory  of  teaching,  but  up  to  this  time  most  of  those 
appointed  to  positions  in  the  primary  grades  have  had  no  opportunity 
to  qualify  themselves  in  practice  of  teaching  prior  to  their  entering 
upon  their  work  in  the  school  room.  We  hope  that  this  will  be  reme- 
died in  the  near  future. 

The  board  has  arranged  the  salaries  of  primary  teachers,  so  that 
teachers  of  first  year  pupils  receive  the  same  salary  as  teachers  of 
third  and  fourth  year  grades,  thus  retaining  the  services  of  the  most 
proficient  in  the  first  year  grade,  which  has  proven  very  satisfactory. 

The  school  population  of  our  city  has  increased  to  such  an  extent, 
that  with  the  opening  of  schools  in  September,  three  new  rooms  must 
be  provided.  This  will  in  part  afford  relief,  but  the  necessity  of  in- 
creased school  accommodations  have  been  anticipated  in  the  pur- 
chasing of  sites  in  the  northeastern  and  southwestern  parts  of  the  city, 
upon  which  it  is  contemplated  to  erect  suitable  buildings  in  the  near 
future. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Department  for 
the  many  courtesies  extended. 
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ALTOONA— D.  S.  Keith. 


There  is  not  much  to  add  to  the  information  furnished  by  the  sta- 
tistical report.  The  educational  work  of  the  school  district  has  pro- 
gressed without  any  radical  changes  or  departures  from  previously 
adopted  plans,  so  far  as  the  general  administration  of  the  schools  is 
concerned.  However,  in  details  changes  were  made  as  circumstances 
warranted.  The  supervision  of  the  teaching  forces  has  been  varied 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  best  results.  Methods  fully  tested 
and  in  accord  with  pedagogical  principles  have  been  successfully  prac- 
ticed by  most  of  the  teachers.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  a 
few  teachers  without  any  experience  and  without  the  essential  quali- 
fications were  elected  to  regular  positions.  These  were  criticised,  di- 
rected and  assisted  as  far  as  could  be  done,  in  all  the  details  of  school 
work,  and  thus,  with  an  exception  or  two,  fairly  good  results  were  se- 
cured. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  the  week  before  the  opening  of  the 
schools.  The  instructors  were:  Prof.  Charles  H.  Keyes,  Holyoke, 
Mass.;  Dr.  A.  E.  Maltby,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  C.  C.  Ellis, 
Huntingdon,  Pa. 

The  instruction  was  interesting,  practical  and  valuable. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  has  steadily  increased 
until  it  has  reached  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  (385).  The  classes 
being  quite  large  an  additional  teacher  was  elected,  and  also  one  to  fill 
the  place  made  vacant  by  John  R.  Fair,  who  responded  to  the  call  of 
the  President  for  troops  and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
Army.  The  number  of  teachers  is  now  nine,  which  will  be  increased 
next  term. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 


There  was  no  departure  from  the  general  policy  of  the  past  few 
years  in  the  administration  of  school  affairs.  Through  the  vigilance 
of  a  wide  awake  president,  members  of  the  school  board  have  formed 
better  opinions  of  school  work  by  more  frequent  visits  to  the  school 
rooms. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  not  rigidly  enforced.  Children 
absent  five  or  more  days  during  a  month  were  reported  to  the  board, 
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with  cause  of  absence.  Printed  notices  were  sent  such  parents  whose 
children  did  not  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  their  absence.  While 
this  method  has  not  solved  the  problem  for  us,  it  has  reduced  the 
number  of  absent  cases. 

Latin  was  added  to  the  high  school  curriculum.  Worcester's 
Academic  Dictionaries — one  for  each  two  desks — were  placed  in  the 
high  school.  Dickens'  Christmas  Carol  was  added  to  the  supple- 
mentary reading  list  of  the  grammar  schools. 

A  class  of  fifteen  girls  was  graduated  from  the  high  school.  Com- 
mencement exercises  were  held  in  the  Opera  House,  Monday  evening, 
May  29.  "The  Commencement"  is  becoming  more  popular  each  year. 
The  Opera  House  seats  upwards  of  nine  hundred;  yet,  this  year,  many 
were  turned  away  for  want  of  room. 

Free  Text  Books,  Seventh  Year. 

Cost  of  books  for  year  ending  June  1,  1S99, $491  20 

Cost  of  supplies  for  year  ending  June  1,  1899, 295  54 

Total, $786  74 

Total  enrollment  of  pupils,  1,421,  day  schools. 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  text  books  for  year, $0  36 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  supplies  for  year, 21 

Total, $0  57 


BEAVER  FALLS— Chas.  J.  Boak. 


In  submitting  this,  my  second  annual  report  of  the  public  schools 
of  Beaver  Falls,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  every  thing  has  moved  along 
harmoniously  and  successfully.  A  spirit  of  unusual  earnestness  char- 
acterized the  work  in  teaching  reading,  spelling,  penmanship  and  the 
fundamental  principles  in  arithmetic.  A  special  effort  was  also  made 
to  familiarize  our  pupils  with  standard  authors  and  their  works,  and 
to  stimulate  in  them  a  desire  for  good  books.  A  fine  large  book  case 
was  placed  in  each  of  our  school  buildings,  and  from  one  entertain- 
ment alone,  over  three  hundred  volumes  of  choice  books  were  added 
to  our  libraries.  About  one  hundred  volumes  were  also  added  to  our 
teachers'  libraries.  The  new  course  of  study  adopted  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  had  a  great  effect  in  making  the  grades  articulate  better 
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than  before,  divided  the  work  more  evenly,  and  saved  time  by  each 
teacher  knowing  exactly  what  was  done  in  the  preceding  grade.  The 
plan  as  indicated  by  our  last  report,  of  the  teachers'  meeting  by  grades, 
each  week,  in  the  superintendent's  office,  and  making  an  outline  of 
each  subsequent  week's  work,  has  been  a  great  factor  in  unifying  and 
systematizing  the  work. 

Our  graduating  class  this  year  numbered  seventeen;  eight  males 
and  nine  females,  and  the  interest  shown  by  the  people  of  the  city 
during  our  commencement  week  exercises,  indicates  very  plainly  that 
the  success  of  our  public  schools  is  uppermost  in  their  minds. 

I  desire  in  closing  my  report  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, the  board  of  education,  the  teachers  and  patrons  for  their 
hearty  support  and  co-operation. 


BETHLEHEM— Geo.  W.  Twitmyer. 


There  has  been  nothing  phenomenal  in  the  growth  and  manage- 
ment of  our  schools  but  everything  has  been  characterized  by  a  steady 
progress  toward  better  things.  The  enrollment  and  the  general  aver- 
age of  attendance  have  been  slightly  increased  and  the  percentage  of 
attendance  has  remained  the  same  as  last  year,  93  per  cent.  This 
high  percentage  argues  well  for  the  diligence,  painstaking,  care  and 
interest  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  the  sympathy  and  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  parents.  Regularity  of  attendance  is  a  pretty  good  in- 
dex to  the  educational  interest  of  a  community  and  its  teachers.  We 
think  it  but  fair  to  take  this  as  indicative  of  increased  interest  in  the 
public  schools  of  Bethlehem.  The  highest  gain,  however,  comes  to 
the  pupils  themselves.  ]STo  sane  person  at  this  late  day  will  fail  to 
admit  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  thorough  instruction  in  read- 
ing, writing,  arithmetic,  and  in  other  elementary  branches  of  knowl- 
edge, but  too  often  sight  is  lost  of  the  moral  training  that  comes  to 
boys  and  girls  in  the  persistence  of  regular  and  constant  attendance 
upon  school,  in  meeting  its  tasks,  duties,  opportunities  and  responsi- 
bilities, and  in  the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  others  and  in  the  gain- 
ing of  higher  standards  of  life  and  eonduct.  All  good  schools  furnish 
admirable  opportunities  and  ample  means  for  discipline,  growth  and 
development  in  the  habits  of  promptness,  regularity,  truthfulness, 
courage,  perseverance,  honesty  and  unselfishness,  the  totality  of 
which,  when  rightly  grouped  and  fixed,  forms  character,  and  char- 
acter is  the  ultimate  law  of  all  true  education.  Our  teachers  are  do- 
ing a  noble  work  in  this  direction. 
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During  the  year  our  teachers  manifested  an  unusual  degree  of  en- 
thusiasm in  cultural  and  professional  studies.  In  our  semi-monthly 
meetings,  after  disposing  of  the  various  questions  relating  to  the  in- 
struction and  management  of  the  schools,  considerable  time  was  de- 
voted to  literary  studies.  This  year  our  work  centered  in  Goethe's 
immortal  Faust.  This  incomparable  work  was  studied  in  its  my- 
thological, sociological,  historical,  philosophical  and  art  aspects. 
These  studies  had  a  tonic  effect  upon  our  teachers  in  many  ways. 
Teachers  need  training  in  the  special  branches  they  must  teach;  they 
need  to  know  much  of  the  theory  and  philosophy  of  instruction  and 
government;  they  need  to  have  a  keen  and  sympathetic  insight  into 
child  nature;  they  need  to  know  something  of  the  forces  and  instru- 
mentalities at  their  command,  but  because  they  so  constantly  deal 
with  the  immature  mind  they  need  very  emphatically  to  come  into 
close  contact  with  the  great  minds  that  furnish  thought  and  vitality 
for  the  ages.  They  need  to  read  and  delve  into  some  of  the  great 
master  pieces  of  human  thought  for  ideas  and  ideals.  In  literature 
we  find  the  highest  product  of  man's  life,  what  he  has  thought,  how 
he  has  felt  and  suffered,  what  he  has  achieved,  "what  he  has  done  in 
word  and  work,  in  feeling  and  action."  Teachers  need  an  enlarged 
perspective  and  an  enrichment  of  life.  The  work  of  teaching  is  too 
often  narrowing,  and  always  exhaustive  of  the  vital  forces.  What- 
ever enriches  life,  be  it  art,  music,  or  literature,  should  be  laid  under 
contribution  by  the  teacher,  for  enlargement  of  view,  expansion  of 
nature,  and  a  liberation  of  life  from  all  kinds  of  narrowness  and  sel- 
fishness. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  in  the  professional  history  of  the  schools 
was  the  holding  of  a  separate  institute  during  the  week  of  October 
17-21,  The  instruction  was  given  along  lines  of  the  teachers'  own 
selection,  and  was  intended  to  meet  their  greatest  needs.  The  in- 
struction was  of  an  unusually  high  grade,  and  the  impulse  of  the 
week's  work  was  felt  in  every  department,  of  our  schools.  The 
mothers'  meetings  held  in  connection  with  the  institute  were  pro- 
ductive of  good;  the  three  free  evening  lectures  given  to  parents  were 
also  unique  features  of  the  institute.  All  the  instruction  was  given 
to  sympathetic  and  interested  audiences.  In  passing  it  is  but  just  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  professional  interest  and  zeal  of  our  teachers, 
in  that  they  bore  the  burden  of  the  expense  of  holding  the  institute, 
and  heroically  and  unanimously  voted  to  hold  a  separate  institute 
next  year.     This  augurs  well  for  our  teachers  and  our  community. 

The  instruction  in  music  in  many  respects  has  passed  beyond  the 
experimental  stage.  Music  in  our  schools  is  not  regarded  as  a  special 
but  as  a  regular  study.  Teachers  are  made  responsible  for  progress 
and  results  in  this  subject,  as  in  all  other  school  studies.  The  best 
results  come  from  teachers  who  love  to  sing  and  who  join  in  the  ex- 
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ercises  with  real  interest  and  genuine  pleasure.  Musical  instruction 
has  its  beginnings  in  rote  singing,  giving  expression  to  emotional  states 
peculiar  to  children;  it  is  in  this  sense  a  great  aid  in  discipline,  as  it 
promotes  good  cheer,  harmonious  and  rhythmical  movements,  sus- 
tains courage,  revives  hope,  cultivates  gentleness  of  manner,  and  pre- 
pares for  higher  achievement  in  our  work.  The  action  of  the  Board  in 
continuing  the  instruction  under  the  direction  of  a  trained  supervisor 
is  wise  in  the  highest  degree. 

Not  all  has  been  accomplished  that  I  hoped  for  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year;  but  we  have  made  steady  and  substantial  progress  and  the 
outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  encouraging  in  many  particulars.  I 
am  under  great  obligations  to  the  teachers,  as  a  body,  for  their  confi- 
dence, courtesy  and  hearty  co-operation,  to  the  board  individually  and 
collectively  for  the  uniform  courtesy  and  support,  and  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  counsel  and  encouragement  given  me  in  my  work. 


BRADDOCK— J.  S.  Keefer. 


I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  school  year  ending 
June,  1899. 

A  fair  comparison  of  the  year's  work  with  that  of  previous  years 
reveals  unmistakable  evidence  of  substantial  progress  in  our  schools. 
No  new  or  novel  features  have  been  added,  but  all  our  efforts  have 
been  directed  to  improvement  along  the  lines  indicated  in  my  former 
reports. 

Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  thirty-nine  regular  and  three  special 
teachers,  all  of  whom  have  been  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  They  are  willing  and  anxious  at  all  times  to  do  their 
very  best  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 

Physical  culture  was  introduced  into  the  schools  in  December  and 
the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  compulsory  law  has  been  enforced  in  an  effective  and  quiet  way. 
Both  the  directors  and  the  truant  officers  have  used  good  judgment 
and  have  secured  its  observance  with  but  little  trouble. 

The  directors  are  ever  prompt  and  willing  to  adopt  any  and  all 
measures  necessary  to  increase  the  comfort  of  the  teachers  and  pupils 
and  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

An  elegant  and  substantial  sixteen-room  school  building  is  in  course 
of  erection  in  the  Second  ward.  It  is  constructed  of  pressed  brick 
with  stone  trimmings,  supplied  with  all  the  modern  conveniences,  and 
will  embody  all  the  latest  ideas  in  heating  and  ventilating.     In  addi- 
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tion  to  the  regular  school  rooms,  it  will  contain  supply  rooms, 
teachers'  room,  directors'  room,  principal's  office  and  superinten- 
dent's office.  The  cost  including  grounds  and  building,  when  com- 
pleted will  be  about  $85,000. 

I  express  my  appreciation  to  the  directors  for  their  loyal  support,  to 
the  teachers,  for  their  hearty  co-operation,  and  to  all  others  for  the 
many  kindnesses  shown  me  during  the  year. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


Perhaps  the  most  important  school  event  of  the  year,  was  the  com- 
pletion of  a  modern  high  school  building,  complete  and  up  to  date  in 
every  detail.  The  building  contains  ten  school  rooms,  an  assembly 
hall,  having  a  seating  capacity  of  600,  offices  for  superintendent  and 
high  school  principal,  board  of  education  rooms,  teachers'  room,  refer- 
ence library,  recitation  rooms,  chemical  and  physical  laboratories 
second  to  none  in  the  country.  Excellent  accommodations  have  been 
provided  for  the  commercial  department  including  special  furniture, 
banks  and  typewriting  room.  Provisions  have  been  made  for  indus- 
trial and  domestic  science  departments,  for  lunch  rooms,  bicycle 
rooms,  and  store  room  for  books  and  supplies.  A  complete  telephone 
system  affords  communication  between  the  various  school  rooms  and 
offices. 

The  system  of  heating  and  ventilation,  and  the  automatic  regula- 
tion of  both  heat  and  fuel  is  the  most  perfect  that  has  been  devised. 
Without  any  attention  from  either  teacher  or  janitor,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  temperature  of  any  room  to  vary  more  than  two  degrees  pro- 
vided sufficient  fuel  is  supplied  to  heat  the  building.  A  high  school 
faculty  of  ten  teachers  is  employed  and  the  registration  of  pupils  at 
the  opening  of  the  new  term  was  325  pupils,  which  number  will  be 
considerably  increased. 

The  old  high  school  building  is  now  occupied  by  grammar  grade 
pupils,  and  for  the  first  time  in  recent  years  sufficient  room  is  provided 
for  all  pupils  without  overcrowding;  four  additional  teachers  were 
employed  for  the  present  school  year. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  has  been  revised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  pupils  in  other  than  the  college  preparatory  course 
a  much  wider  range  in  the  matter  of  elective  studies. 

The  general  work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  up 
to  the  usual  standard,  and  in  some  respects  considerable  improve- 
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ment  has  been  noted.  The  method  of  teaching  reading  to  beginners 
has  been  modified,  and  better  results  have  been  obtained. 

It  is  proposed  this  year,  to  substitute  elementary  algebra  or  civics 
for  geography  in  the  last  half  of  the  eighth  grade. 

By  resolution  of  the  school  board  a  fixed  number  of  days  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  superintendent  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
mitting teachers,  without  loss  of  time,  to  visit  schools  of  other  cities, 
and  report  results  at  the  grade  meetings.  Many  teachers  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  opportunity  to  visit  the  schools  of  Buffalo,  Olean, 
Warren  and  other  cities. 

I  have  solved  the  problem  of  "Grading,  Classification,  and  Promo- 
tions" satisfactory  to  myself,  at  least,  now  if  some  one  has  devised 
a  scheme  for  the  postponement  of  the  period  of  adolescence  or  "torn- 
foolishness"  until  after  high  school  graduation,  I  should  like  to  swap 
plans  with  him  and  will  pay  postage  or  expressage  both  ways. 


BRISTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The.  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has  been  very  gratifying  in  its  re- 
sults. Though  the  actual  number  of  pupils  enrolled  has  not  been 
above  the  average  of  the  past  few  years,  yet  the  per  cent,  of  attend- 
ance has  been  excellent.  The  pupils  have  shown  much  interest  in 
their  work  and  we  believe  the  compulsory  school  law  has  been  helpful 
in  keeping  some  children  in  school. 

General  teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  have  been  held 
throughout  the  year  and  the  latter  have  been  helpful  and  suggestive. 
Metings  for  special  professional  and  literary  study  have  added  in- 
terest to  the. work  and  given  much  material  for  thought.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  relieve  the  overcrowded  rooms  in  the  lower  grades 
and  with  some  success,  so  that  better  results  have  been  secured. 

The  library  has  been  well  used  by  teachers  and  pupils  and  a  num- 
ber of  good  books  were  added  during  the  year.  The  teachers  have 
made  special  efforts  to  guide  the  pupils  in  their  reading. 

The  commencement  exercised  held  on  June  27,  were  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  the  large  audience  present,  all  agreeing  that  the  occasion 
was  a  particularly  successful  one. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  no  decided  innovations. 
Our  enrollment  shows  no  increase  over  that  of  the  previous  school 
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year.  This  fact  together  with  an  increase  of  the  teaching  force  made 
it  possible  to  eliminate  all  crowding  of  rooms.  The  year  was  com- 
paratively free  from  any  epidemics  of  disease,  except  an  extra  amount 
of  ''whooping  cough." 

These  favorable  conditions  made  it  possible  to  center  our  endeavors 
on  the  improvement  of  the  real  work  of  teaching.  In  this  we  suc- 
ceeded at  least  in  a  degree.  A  hobby  was  made  of  English,  especially 
the  composition  work.  Without  doubt  our  results  in  this  line  im- 
proved several  hundred  per  cent,  during  the  year.  The  ability  to 
think  a  subject  logically  and  to  express  this  thought  tersely,  accu- 
rately, and  in  good  form,  either  oral  or  written  are  certainly  achieve- 
ments of  inestimable  value  to  the  pupil;  as  also  they  are  worthy  of 
the  fullest  expenditure  of  time  and  energy  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
We  are  apt  to  fail  in  this  work  principally  for  three  reasons.  First, 
on  account  of  the  want  of  good  and  definite  ideals  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  and  hence  on  the  part  of  the  pupil.  Second,  we  attempt  to  do 
too  much.  Third,  we  are  too  prone  to  accept  indifferent  work  from 
the  pupils. 

The  growth  of  our  high  school  continues.  Both  the  average 
monthly  enrollment  and  the  graduating  class  were  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  school,  the  latter  numbering  thirty-seven.  The  school 
board  has  under  consideration  the  addition  of  a  commercial  course 
to  the  high  school  curriculum.  If  this  contemplated  step  should  be 
taken  the  new  course  will  be  made  largely  a  specialty  for  the  last 
year,  and  pupils  in  this  department  will  be  required  to  pursue  the  main 
portion  of  the  present  curriculum.  It  is  hoped  that  in  this  way  the 
culture  value  of  the  high  school  work  will  not  be  impaired  and  that  at 
ihe  same  time  those  who  may  not  be  able  to  pursue  their  education  in 
higher  institutions  may  have  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  which 
•nay  be  of  more  direct  value  in  earning  a  livelihood. 

Since  we  have  semi-annual  promotions  in  all  the  grades  below  the 
high  school,  we  are  confronted  with  the  problem  as  to  how  often 
pupils  shall  be  admitted  to  the  high  school.  Admission  both  at  the 
beginning  and  at  the  middle  of  the  year  seems  to  be  the  only  logical 
solution  so  long  as  the  system  of  semi-annual  promotions  is  continued. 
And  the  value  of  this  system  of  promotions  in  our  schools  seems  to  be 
proven  beyond  question  by  the  large  percentage  of  our  pupils  who  are 
capable  of  doing  but  one  step  in  a  school  year,  and  who  consequently 
would  accomplish  nothing  satisfactorily  if  the  steps  were  so' long  as 
annual  promotions  would  require  that  they  should  be. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  has  not  given  us  satisfactory  re- 
sults.    The  law  is  very  defective  to  say  the  least. 

The  professional  zeal  and  untiring  industry  of  our  teachers,  the  pro- 
gressive spirit  and  liberality  of  our  school  board,  and  the  loyalty  and 
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enthusiasm  of  the  general  public  in  behalf  of  our  schools  are  most 
encouraging  features  of  our  work.  With  such  conditions  as  these  we 
are  looking  forward  to  bright  prospects  in  the  future. 


CARBONDALE— John  J.  Forbes. 


aA  house  divided  against  itself  must  fall." 

The  truth  of  this  proverb  was  aptly  demonstrated  in  our  school  dis- 
trict last  year.  The  politicians  who  have  been  trying  for  the  last  ten 
years  to  secure  control  of  the  department  for  the  purposes  of  private 
gain,  political  strength,  and  personal  spite  were  at  last  so  far  success- 
ful as  to  do  great  injury  to  the  cause  of  education.  The  political  mem- 
bers of  the  board  carried  things  with  a  high  hand,  even  to  the  ignoring 
of  plain  statute  laws  governing  (?)  the  conduct  of  school  directors. 
Happily  they  were  circumvented  in  their  scheming  for  the  office  of 
superintendent,  and  in  the  election  of  E.  E.  Farr,  we  secured  a  man  in 
every  way  well  fitted  for  the  position. 

No  attendance  officer  was  employed  until  more  than  four  months 
of  the  term  had  expired.  Requisitions  for  books  and  supplies  sent  in 
early  in  September  were  not  filled  until  January.  The  teachers 
worked  hard  under  the  difficulties,  and  in  the  face  of  all  opposition 
succeeded  in  doing  fairly  good  work. 

Our  second  annual  institute  was  even  more  successful  than  the  first. 
Every  teacher  in  the  corps  was  enthusiastic  in  its  praise.  Dr.  Hully, 
Prof.  Green,  of  West  Chester,  and  Miss  Redford,  of  Reading,  held  the 
audience  down  to  earnest  work. 


CARLISLE— S.  B.  Shearer. 


Permit  me  as  superintendent  of  public  schools  of  the  borough  of 
Carlisle  to  offer  you  this  as  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1898. 

The  high  school  found  new  quarters  in  the  Penn  building.  This 
was  completed  in  August,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000,  including  grounds  and 
furnishing.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  Cumberland 
Valley,  and  is  a  great  credit  to  the  community  and  the  board  of  edu- 
cation.    It  will  however  only  be  its  temporary  home  since  a  new 


176  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

building  for  ward  and  high  school  purposes  is  now  being  erected  in 
the  Third  ward.  The  entire  cost  will  be  about  the  same  as  the  Penn 
building.  It  will  be  known  as  the  Franklin.  All  buildings  were 
renovated  and  disinfected  during  vacation  and  the  Lincoln  and  Hamil- 
ton buildings  repainted.  Five  sets  of  new  furniture  were  bought  dur- 
ing the  year  and  one  new  school  created. 

Below  the  high  school  changes  were  made  in  the  grading,  going 
from  the  two  class  to  the  one  class  system; — making  A  and  B  school  in 
each  grade.  Each  school  was  then  further  divided  into  two  sections, 
a  first  and  a  second.  The  former  containing  the  quicker  and  brighter 
pupils  and  the  latter  the  slower  and  duller  ones.  Each  section  was 
permitted  to  advance  independently  of  the  other,  thus  allowing  the 
steps  to  become  closer  and  result  in  more  frequent  promotions  than 
the  one  year  plan  had  secured.  In  order  that  the  pupils  might  have 
the  same  teacher  two  years  the  latter  was  promoted  with  the  school. 
The  A  of  last  year  becoming  the  B  of  this  year  and  vice  versa.  The  re- 
sults of  the  plan  could  not  be  fully  worked  out  in  one  year  and  will 
be  more  apparent  and  conclusive  at  the  close  of  the  next. 

Changes  have  also  been  made  in  the  high  school  curriculum.  The 
single  three  year  English  and  classical  course  combined  has  been 
superseded  by  three  parallel  courses,  viz:  Classical,  four  years;  Eng- 
lish scientific,  four  years,  and  commercial,  three  years.  Pupils  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  last  from  either  of  the  other  at  the  close  of  their  first 
year  in  the  school,  thus  requiring  them  to  spend  four  years  in  order 
to  graduate  in  any  course. 

The  Standard  Dictionary  ten  volumes,  and  about  fifty  miscellaneous 
volumes  of  standard  literature  were  added  to  the  library.  Chemistry 
was  introduced  and  about  two  hundred  dollars  expended  on  physical 
and  chemical  apparatus  and  supplies.  A  new  piano  was  purchased 
by  the  pupils  calling  on  the  general  public  for  subscriptions  assisted  by 
the  proceeds  of  a  festival  at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  graduating 
class  numbered  twenty-eight.  The  class  and  commencement  exer- 
cises were  held  in  the  new  opera  house.  They  were  of  a  high  order 
and  much  appreciated.  The  music  was  vocal  and  was  rendered  by  the 
class  and  school. 

Grade  meetings  were  held  regularly  throughout  the  term  and  all 
things  pertaining  to  the  schools  fully  discussed.  The  Teachers'  As- 
sociation met  regularly  semi-monthly  from  7  to  9  P.  M.  The  first  hour 
was  occupied  with  the  discussion  of  topics  relating  to  school  manage- 
ment and  methods,  and  the  second  to  the  general  study  of  Macbeth 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Principal,  E.  L.  Cross,  A.  M.  Exercises 
in  all  schools  were  held  on  Lafayette  Day,  Arbor  Day,  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Washington's  Birthday,  and  Memorial  Day.  Collections  were 
taken  and  |23  sent  to  the  Lafayette  Monument  Fund.  Two  hundred 
girls  joined  the  G.  A.  R.  procession  and  assisted  in  decorating  the  sol- 
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diers'  graves.  A  special  patriotic  song  was  memorized  and  sung  in  all 
schools  for  each  occasion.  A  composition  or  its  equivalent  carefully 
written  with  pen  and  ink  was  required  to  be  sent  to  the  superinten- 
dent's office  once  each  month.  They  were  sent  corrected  and  uncor- 
rected as  he  might  require.  The  discipline  in  most  schools 
was  excellent  and  pupils  prompt  and  attentive.  Cases  of  detention 
and  corporal  punishment  are  becoming  fewer.  As  a  rule  we  have  a 
good  corps  of  teachers  who  give  their  whole  time,  heart,  and  attention 
to  the  work. 

A  Ladies'  Civic  Club  was  organized  in  this  borough  one  year  ago. 
The  municipal  branch  spent  its  efforts  in  keeping  the  streets  in  a  more 
wholesome  and  pleasing  condition,  while  the  educational  took  up  lines 
of  work  in  the  public  schools.  These  were  two  fold.  First  instruc- 
tion and  second  school  room  decoration.  The  former  included  giving 
the  pupils  a  knowledge  of  important  borough  ordinances,  acquainting 
them  with  practical  civic  work  and  further  giving  them  extensive  in- 
formation about  the  early  history  of  the  town.  Topics  were  an- 
nounced at  each  meeting  for  the  next  and  quite  a  general  interest  was 
manifested  in  gathering  subject  matter  for  the  last  half  of  each  Fri- 
day of  the  month.  In  decorations  the  work  was  begun  in  the  high 
schools,  sixteen  handsome  engravings  being  placed  on  the  walls  as 
the  club's  initial  effort.  The  subjects  are  both  artistic  and  historical, 
and  silently  teach  their  many  instructive  picture  lessons  as  well  as 
contribute  to  the  beauty  of  the  surroundings.  The  work  will  be  con- 
tinued and  other  rooms  in  the  grades  below  advanced  during  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  J.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial  Public  Library  building  is  rapidly 
approaching  completion  and  it  will  not  be  very  long  until  the  town 
will  be  in  possession  of  a  long  recognized  need,  a  good  public  library. 

Our  board  of  directors  consisting  of  Walter  Stuart,  president;  S.  M. 
Goodyear,  secretary;  S.  W.  Thompson,  treasurer;  A.  M.  Gher,  J.  E. 
Barnitz,  Esq.,  Dr.  J.  H.  Morgan,  J.  S.  Bursk,  and  L.  R.  Brenneman, 
have  given  their  constant  attention  to  the  work.  Improvements  and 
changes  made  have  exacted  an  unusual  amount  of  time  and  service. 
In  no  instance  has  anything  been  withheld  that  seemed  for  the  better 
interests  of  the  schools.  As  the  superintendent  enters  upon  another 
term  of  duty  he  does  not  forget  that  he  owes  his  thanks  to  the  di- 
rectors for  their  kindness  and  advice,  to  the  teachers  for  their  sugges- 
tion and  co-operation,  to  the  patrons  for  their  forbearance,  to  the 
pupils  for  their  courtesy  and  obedience,  to  the  editors,  A.  M.  Gher,  of 
the  Gazette;  J.  Zeamer,  of  the  Volunteer;  John  Baker,  of  the  Herald, 
and  D.  R.  Thompson,  of  the  Sentinel,  for  their  aid  and  assistance  in 
keeping  the  work  before  the  community,  to  Maj.  R.  H.  Pratt  of  In- 
dian School  for  commencement  favors,  and  to  the  Department  of 
Public-Instruction  for  prompt  information  at  all  times. 
12—5—99 
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CHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


The  past  year  has  not  been  all  sunshine,  yet  there  has  been  much 
to  encourage.  That  all  our  plans  would  be  successfully  executed 
was  hardly  to  be  expected;  that  in  some  things  we  have  partially 
failed  is  not  surprising.  We  cannot  boast  of  having  made  sensational 
strides  in  intellectual  progress,  but  we  are  convinced  that  our  schools 
have  done  much  towards  advancing  the  cause  of  popular  education. 

Our  directors  have  exhibited  an  interest  in  the  performance  of  their 
official  responsibilities  that  is  deserving  of  commendation.  Our 
teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  been  earnest  and  faithful,  and  as  a  result 
they  have  had  the  pleasure  of  completing  the  term  with  the  as- 
surance that  their  labors  have  not  been  in  vain. 

During  the  year  we  enrolled  1,641  pupils — a  slight  decrease  from 
last  year.  The  number  admitted  to  our  primary  schools  was  less 
than  heretofore,  hence  the  falling  off.  The  indications  are  that  at 
the  opening  in  September  the  applications  for  admission  to  the  lower 
grades  will  be  considerably  above  those  of  last  fall,  the  revival  of  the 
industries  of  our  town  having  brought  to  us  many  new  citizens.  It 
will  not  be  a  surprise  to  find  our  schools  larger  next  term  than  they 
have  been  at  any  time  in  their  history. 

The  enrollment  of  the  high  school  was  163 — the  highest  number 
reached  since  the  consolidation.  The  placing  of  a  fourth  teacher  in 
this  school  was  attended  with  good  results.  The  school  is  now  in  ex- 
cellent working  order,  being  presided  over  by  a  competent  and  en- 
ergetic corps  of  teachers  who  enjoy  the  confidence  of  pupils,  patrons 
and  directors. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  twenty-one  pupils  were  graduated  from  the 
high  school.  The  exercises  were  of  an  interesting  character,  the 
pleasure  of  the  evening  being  enhanced  by  the  excellent  music  rend- 
ered by  some  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  school.  The  address  to  the 
graduates  was  delivered  by  Rev.  J.  Henry  Harmes,  and  the  diplomas 
were  presented  by  C.  J?.  Suesseratt,  Esq.,  president  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors. 

The  promotions  by  grades  were  as  follows: 

From  first  to  second  primary, 158 

From  second  primary  to  intermediate, 131 

From  intermediate  to  first  grammar, 116 

From  first  to  second  grammar,  80 

From  second  grammar  to  high  school, 61 

Total,  546 
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During  the  year  our  teachers'  library  has  proven  of  great  benefit  to 
our  younger  teachers  who  have  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
of  improving  themselves  in  the  science  of  pedagogy  and  in  general 
literature.  The  high  school  library  has  also  been  used  to  great  ad- 
vantage by  the  pupils. 

To  all  who  have  aided  me  in  my  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  young  people  of  our  town,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks. 


CHESTER— C.  F.  Foster. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  our  work  is  the  business 
course  of  the  high  school,  which,  on  account  of  the  limited  space  in 
the  high  school  building,  is  at  present  identified  with  the  Larkin  gram- 
mar school.  It  comprises  all  ninth  and  tenth  year  pupils  who  choose 
to  take  this  special  course  of  study,  involving  one  year  of  short  hand 
and  typewriting  and  one  year  of  book-keeping.  With  these  branches 
are  joined  commercial  geography,  civics,  higher  English,  and  algebra; 
so  that  graduates  from  this  special  course  may  go  on  immediately  in 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  years  of  the  high  school  if  they  desire  it. 
The  department  is  a  popular  one,  and  many  of  its  gradutes  have  se- 
cured excellent  positions  in  business. 

The  proportion  of  those  who  graduated  in  the  different  courses  in 
1309,  is  as  follows:  Academic,  15;  Classical,  3;  Normal,  14;  Business, 
22;  Total,  54. 

We  are  very  careful  in  passing  pupils  from  grade  to  grade.  It  is 
estimated  that  30  per  cent,  of  the  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  grades  failed 
of  promotion  the  past  year.  On  investigation,  it  is  found  that  nine- 
tenths  of  these  failures  are  due  to  irregular  attendance.  The  state- 
ment of  the  principal  is  that  "many  pupils  have  been  absent  25  per 
cent,  and  some  30  per  cent,  of  the  school  year."  It  will  be  seen  by  this 
that  teachers  are  not  so  much  at  fault  for  the  keeping  back  of  children, 
as  is  the  home  management.  Parents  do  not  appreciate  the  import- 
ance of  improving  every  opportunity  offered  in  the  school  room.  The 
attendance  officer  has,  in  some  instances  been  succesful  in  diminish- 
ing the  evil,  but  many  of  the  absentees  have  been  pupils  whose  age 
puts  them  beyond  his  control. 

In  the  lower  grades,  the  percentage  of  absences  has  not  been  so 
large,  but  even  here  it  has  been  a  detriment  to  progress.  We  have 
had  a  term  of  200  days,  exclusive  of  vacations  and  holidays.  Under 
favorable  circumstances,  much  might  be  accomplished  in  this  time. 
We  have  had,  however,  many  interruptions  from  the  multiplying  fete- 
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days,  such  as  peace  jubilees,  county  fairs,  excursions,  and  local  cele- 
brations, by  which  school  sessions,  though  not  omitted,  have  become 
practically  useless  through  absences.  We  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  public  sentiment  will  so  strongly  move  in  the  line  of  subordinat- 
ing the  whim  of  the  child  and  the  indulgence  of  the  parent  to  the  more 
important  demands  of  school  life  and  school  training,  that  these 
hindrances  to  the  progress  of  the  pupil  may  no  longer  exist. 


COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


I  desire  herewith  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  for  the  year 
ending  June  5,  1899. 

As  my  term  of  office  extends  only  from  the  middle  of  December  to 
the  close  of  the  school  year  my  report  will  necessarily  be  brief. 

The  past  high  reputation  of  the  schools  of  this  place  has  been  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  interest  of  the  patrons  has  been  uniformly  kind 
and  active;  the  directors  have  been  liberal  and  intelligent  in  supplying 
the  necessary  equipment;  the  teachers  have  been  faithful,  conscien- 
tious, and  skillful;  and  the  supervision  has  been  marked  by  efficiency, 
and  an  earnest  and  unselfish  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  pupils. 

My  predecessor,  Supt.  S.  H.  Hoffman,  had  been  identified  with  the 
schools  of  Columbia  for  almost  thirty  years.  He  was  completing  his 
twelfth  year  as  superintendent  when  after  an  illness  of  only  a  few  days 
he  was  called  upon  to  enter  a  better  and  higher  sphere  of  activity. 
Asa  teacher  and  as  a  superintendent  he  exerted  a  deep  and  permanent 
influence  over  the  entire  community. 

My  own  time  has  been  spent  mostly  in  studying  the  existing  con- 
ditions and  the  nature  and  character  of  the  work  done.  My  efforts 
next  year  shall  be  given  chiefly  to  carrying  out  the  general  plans  that 
have  marked  the  conduct  of  the  schools  in  the  past. 

There  are  many  features  of  the  school  work  in  this  place  that  are 
decidedly  encouraging,  and  the  promises  for  the  future  are  bright;  but 
rather  unsatisfactory  conditions  prevail  with  regard  to  the  attend- 
ance. The  numerous  mills  in  wiiich  very  young  children  can  find 
employment,  and  the  lack  of  foresight  on  the  part  of  parents  deprive 
many  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  amount  of  schooling  due  them.  The 
practical  difficulties  met  in  the  attempts  to  enforce  the  compulsory 
education  law  have  caused  our  board  to  refrain  from  making  a  strong 
effort  toward  securing  the  attendance  of  those  who  should  be  in 
school.  However,  we  hope  that  by  proper  appeals  to  the  parents  the 
general  attendance  will  be  improved. 
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During  the  year  several  large  and  profitable  educational  meetings 
were  held,  and  the  parents  and  teachers  were  brought  into  closer 
sympathy  as  a  result  of  these  efforts. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— J.  Horace  Landis. 


I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  as  my  report  for  the 
year  1S98-99. 

The  past  year  was  a  successful  one  for  the  public  schools  of  the  bor- 
ough, although  it  was  not  marked  by  any  innovation  of  special  char- 
acter. The  lines  of  work  and  interest  as  marked  out  in  my  previous 
report  were  extended  and  followed.  Notable  advancement  has  been 
made  in  writing  in  all  the  grades.  This  is  due  to  the  special  attention 
devoted  to  the  teaching  of  the  subject.  There  was  a  daily  exercise  in 
the  free  arm  and  hand  movement  in  all  the  rooms  above  the  primary. 
The  results  of  our  vertical  writing  for  the  last  two  years  are  marvel- 
ous. 

Nature  study  claimed  a  period  in  our  regular  daily  work  this  year. 
It  was  taught  carefully  and  earnestly.  The  results  were  good  and 
gratifying.     It  developed  a  strong  love  for  the  work  and  nature. 

The  new  manual  training  building  with  its  large  well  equipped 
rooms  was  a  delight  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  of  that  department. 
it  was  a  source  of  inspiration  to  the  boys  and  girls.  The  annual  ex- 
hibit of  the  work,  gave  conclusive  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  such  a  build- 
ing.    These  exhibitons  of  school  work  are  growing  in  popular  favor. 

The  compulsory  school  law  was  enforced  the  last  year  with  some 
satisfaction.  A  special  officer  was  employed  to  look  up  the  cases  of 
delinquent  pupils.  But  there  were  children  of  school  age,  and  too 
many  of  them,  seen  roaming  on  the  streets.  It  is  hoped,  that  this  ex- 
periment to  induce  the  children  to  attend  school  will  grow  in  efficiency 
and  the  law  more  strictly  enforced. 

Our  teachers  are  earnest  and  thorough  and  are  working  together 
harmoniously  for  the  establishment  of  higher  ideals  in  their  work. 
Much  interest  is  manifest  in  the  teachers'  meetings,  studying  works 
of  pedagogy.  Many  of  them  are  attending  on  Saturdays,  the  teachers' 
courses  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Others  are  taking  the 
course  for  teachers  at  Mrs.  Van  Kirk's  School  of  Kindergarten. 

Our  directors  have  been  liberal  in  many  ways  and  have  shown  a  pro- 
gressive spirit,  which  is  to  be  hoped,  will  continue.  There  remains 
much  to  be  done  and  improved,  yet,  we  believe  that  we  are  right  in  say- 
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ing  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  much  advancement,  education- 
ally, that  the  schools  are  in  a  better  condition  and  the  teachers  are  do- 
ing more  acceptable  and  efficient  work  than  one  year  ago. 


COREY— A.  D.  Colegrove. 


There  is  little  of  importance  this  year,  among  the  usual  topics  of 
a  school  report,  that  is  worthy  of  mention.  No  material  changes 
have  occurred  in  the  course  of  study,  in  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled, 
or  in  the  salaries  of  teachers.  The  only  additions  to  the  equipment  of 
our  schools  have  been  a  set  of  the  International  Cyclopaedia,  a  Web- 
ster's International  Dictionary,  and  a  Rand  &  McNally  Atlas  for  each 
building. 

The  most  notable  event  in  our  educational  progress  has  been  the 
erection  of  the  new  high  school  building  mentioned  in  my  report  of 
last  year.  Owing  to  numerous  unforeseen  delays  the  work  has  ad- 
vanced slowly.  On  the  23d  of  May  the  corner  stone  was  laid  with  im- 
pressive ceremonies.  The  schools  marched  in  procession  with  flags 
and  drums  from  the  several  buildings,  headed  by  the  K.  of  P.  Band,  the 
board  of  education,  the  mayor  and  city  councils.  At  the  building 
the  following  programme  was  carried  out: 

Programme. 

Music — K.  of  P.  Band. 

Prayer— Rev.  W.  W.  Coe. 

A  nthem — High  School. 

Remarks — G.  G.  Usher,  President,  Board  of  Education,  Depositing 
Box  in  Corner  Stone. 

Music — Star  Spangler  Banner,  The  Schools. 

Address — Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction. 

Music — America,  The  Schools. 

Benediction — Rev.  Robert  E.  Brown. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  brick  work  of  the  first  story 
is  about  completed.  It  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  inclosed 
this  fall  and  that  the  first  story  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  1st 
of  January,  1900.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  board  to  finish  more 
than  the  first  story  at  present,  but  that  will  afford  sufficient  room  for 
present  needs. 
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DANVILLE— J.  C.  Houser. 


Since  ray  last  year's  report,  no  innovations  have  characterized  our 
work  save  that  of  the  Pollard  system  of  reading.  In  other  respects 
the  organization  and  methods  of  instruction  remain  as  before,  modi- 
tied  perhaps,  as  reason  and  experience  suggested.  The  results  in  all 
departments  show  an  improvement  over  previous  results.  Progress, 
therefore,  in  the  routine  work  is  about  the  only  thing  to  report  at  this 
time.  A  better  school  spirit  prevails  among  the  patrons.  More  visits 
on  the  part  of  parents  have  been  recorded  this  year  than  is  usual. 
Directors  also  visited  leaving  their  business  interests  to  do  so.  The 
board  for  the  first  time  selected  one  of  its  members  to  represent  it  at 
the  State  Association  of  School  Directors. 

After  a  long  struggle  the  board  adopted  the  Pollard  readers  and 
speller.  As  is  usual  in  such  cases  the  patrons  were  anxiously  await- 
ing results.  But  before  the  end  of  the  year,  it  became  a  settled  ques- 
tion with  the  public  that'Pollard  had  come  to  stay.  The  majority  of 
the  citizens  who  had  strenuously  opposed  the  adoption,  are  to-day 
numbered  among  the  ardent  supporters  of  the  system.  The  argu- 
ments raised  against  it  have  all  been  met  in  a  year's  time.  The  re- 
sults have  been  attained,  too,  without  any  apparent  detriment  to  the 
work  in  the  other  branches. 

Our  pupils  having  responded  to  the  call  issued  by  the  Lafayette 
Memorial  Commission  and  contributed  $17.00  to  the  memorial  fund. 

A  chemical  laboratory  fitted  up  at  an  expense  of  about  $50.00  adds 
interest  and  efficiency  to  the  work  of  the  high  school. 

Six  of  our  last  year's  high  school  graduates  entered  four  different 
colleges  last  fall  on  their  diplomas,  and  recommendations  of  the  prin- 
cipal. 


DU  BOIS— W.  L.  Greene. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  vocal  music  was  added  to  the 
course  of  instruction  and  a  supervisor  of  music  employed.  The  re- 
sults were  such  as  to  warrant  its  continuance  as  a  regular  branch  of 
learning. 

A  special  course  of  reading  was  pursued  by  the  teachers,  and  regu- 
lar conferences  were  held. 

A  teachers'  training  class  was  maintained  during  the  year  for  the 
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benefit  of  graduates  of  the  high  school  desiring  to  prepare-  for  teach- 
ing. Five  young  persons  entered  the  class  and  pursued  a  course  of 
reading  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  The  members 
of  this  class  served  as  substitute  teachers  in  the  absence  of  regular 
grade  teachers. 

A  new  central  school  building  is  in  process  of  construction  in  the 
Second  ward  on  the  site  of  the  old  Central  building.  It  is  designed 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  high  school,  the  elementary  schools  of 
the  Second  ward  and  the  advanced  grammar  grades  of  the  other 
wards  when  the  number  of  pupils  in  those  wards  shall  exceed  the 
seating  capacity  of  the  buildings. 


DUNMORE— E.  D.  Bovard. 


A  careful  review  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  term  which 
closed  June  23,  warrants  us  in  claiming  that  we  have  had  a  fairly 
successful  year,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  changes  were 
made  in  the  teaching  force,  and  that  several  of  the  new  corps  had 
never  taught.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  our  teachers  were  earnest 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  As  a  result  marked  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  every  department  of  our  schools.  The  schools 
were  in  session  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  days.  We  opened  with 
fortj'-four  regular  teachers,  but  found  it  necessary  to  add  two  more 
regular  teachers  and  four  substitute  teachers.  The  directors  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  compulsory  school  law,  ap- 
pointed a  truant  officer.  The  result  of  this  appointment  is  shown  in 
the  increased  attendance,  being  larger  than  any  previous  year. 

The  investigation  of  the  truant  officer  revealed  the  fact  that  some 
pupils  were  kept  from  school  more  frequently  for  want  of  proper 
clothing  and  shoes,  than  from  a  desire  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the 
law. 

The  board  exercises  great  care  in  supervising  school  property.  Com- 
mittees are  appointed  to  look  after  the  different  buildings  during  the 
term,  and  at  the  close  of  the  term  an  inspection  is  made  of  all  the 
buildings  by  the  entire  board. 

Three  of  our  buildings  are  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Sniead- 
Wills  System.  The  ventilation  is  fairly  good  in  all  but  one  room. 
This  one  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  pupils  and  is  said  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  sickness  of  one  of  our  teachers,  who  was  unable  to  at- 
tend to  her  duties  as  teacher  for  five  months.     The  board  has  notified 
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the  company  several  times  to  remedy  this  defect,  but  so  far  they  have 
failed  to  make  it  any  better.  More  radical  measures  will  be  used  dur- 
ing vacation  to  make  sure  that  the  ventilation  will  be  such  as  to  in- 
sure safety  to  the  pupils  and  the  teacher. 

During  the  year  death  invaded  the  ranks  of  our  teaching  force;  last 
October  Mrs.  B.  Lavalle  was  called  from  her  work  to  her  reward.  By 
her  death  the  pupils  lost  a  true  friend,  the  teachers  an  inspiring  co- 
worker, the  controllers  a  loyal,  earnest,  and  successful  teacher,  the 
community  a  devoted  Christian  lady. 

Evening  Schools. — Six  night  schools  were  opened  in  November  with 
the  intention  of  continuing  them  for  a  term  of  four  months.  But  the 
attendance  was  so  poor  that  it  was  deemed  wise  to  discontinue  them 
at  the  close  of  the  third  month.  There  were  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pupils  enrolled,  and  the  average  per  cent,  was  seventy-eight, 
which  shows  a  low  degree  of  interest.  The  intent  of  the  lav/  in  pro- 
viding these  schools  is  good  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  class 
of  people  for  whose  benefit  it  was  enacted  will  fully  appreciate  its  pro- 
visions. There  are  many  boys  here  in  the  coal  regions  who  work  in 
the  mines  and  the  breakers  during  the  day,  to  whom  these  schools 
would  be  a  blessing  if  they  would  only  attend  them  regularly.  Many 
parents  seem  indifferent  as  to  where  their  boys  spend  the  evenings, 
and  as  a  consequence  there  is  no  power  to  cause  them  to  attend  the 
schools  opened  for  their  benefit. 

Vertical  Writing. — The  vertical  system  of  writing  was  introduced 
into  the  lower  grades  of  our  schools  three  years  ago.  It  is  now  in  use 
in  all  the  grades  except  the  eighth  grade.  Many  of  our  teachers  are 
in  favor  of  the  system,  and  the  pupils  under  their  direction  have  made 
rapid  progress.  We  are  satisfied  that  while  the  vertical  system  may 
not  make  rapid  writers,  it  is  easy  to  learn  and  easy  to  read.  We  find 
fewer  poor  writers  than  under  the  slant  system. 

School  Library. — Previous  to  this  year  we  have  not  had  circulating 
library  for  pupils. 

We  had  a  number  of  reference  books  and  a  teachers'  library  of 
about  one  hundred  volumes. 

With  the  proceeds  from  entertainments,  we  have  been  able  to  form 
the  nucleus  of  a  public  school  library,  and  now  have  four  hundred 
books.  The  pupils  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools  are  permitted 
to  take  out  books  once  a  week. 

Vocal  Music. — Music  is  taught  in  all  our  schools  and  very  effective 
work  vas  done.  This  subject  is  under  the  special  supervision  of  Pro- 
fessor C.  B.  Derman.  Our  schools  are  graded  in  music  as  in  other 
branches.  Much  care  is  taken  to  teach  the  principles  thoroughly,  to 
give  ability  in  sight  reading,  and  to  cultivate  purity  and  fullness  of 
tone.     Loud  singing  is  discouraged,  but  expression  and  distinctness 
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of  pronunciation  are  commended.  The  vocal  music  at  our  closing 
exercises  was  pronounced  the  best  ever  heard  at  a  commencement. 

Prof.  Derman  is  an  able  and  successful  teacher,  and  he  was  earn- 
estly and  faithfully  supported  by  the  teachers,  who  deserve  much 
praise  for  their  share  in  the  good  work. 

Language  and  Composition. — I  am  pleased  with  the  result  obtained 
and  the  interest  displayed  by  the  teachers  in  the  study  of  language 
and  composition.  The  aim  has  been  not  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  chil- 
dren with  definition  and  rules,  but  to  teach  them  to  speak  and  write 
our  language  correctly. 

Arithmetic. — We  have  made  some  changes  in  the  teaching  of  this 
subject  since  my  last  report,  and  we  now  give  more  work  in  the  opera- 
tions than  formerly. 

Graded  work  in  arithmetic,  by  Prof.  Baird,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  was  in- 
troduced into  our  primary  and  intermediate  grades  at  the  beginning 
of  the  term. 

Never  before  have  the  pupils  in  these  grades  made  so  rapid  and  in- 
telligent progress  in  numbers.  The  analytic  always  precedes  the 
practical  operations. 

Improvements. — A  very  fine  two-room  building  was  erected  at 
Bunker  Hill,  displacing  a  one-room  building  which  is  now  used  for 
night  school. 

Two  additional  rooms  were  added  to  No.  4  building,  and  two  recita- 
tion rooms  were  fitted  up  and  furnished  for  use  of  high  school.  These 
four  rooms  are  heated  by  steam.  Flush  water  closets  were  put  into 
No.  3  school  building. 

Miscellaneous. — A  manual  including  rules  and  regulations  and 
course  of  study,  for  the  schools  was  published  and  distributed  among 
the  school  patrons. 

The  salaries  of  several  of  the  teachers  were  increased.  Five  young 
ladies  were  graduated  from  our  high  school. 

Semi-monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  which  were  a  means  of 
professional  awakening  and  growth  to  our  teachers.  Twelve  maps  of 
Lackawanna  county  were  purchased  by  the  board  and  placed  in  the 
schools.     The  discipline  of  our  schools  is  commendable. 

Most  of  our  teachers  govern  well  without  apparent  effort  and  the 
atmosphere  of  cheerful  obedience  wheich  pervades  our  school  rooms 
is  indeed  a  healthful  one. 

The  teaching  of  elocution  was  under  the  special  instruction  of  Miss 
Ada  B.  Deane,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  who  did  good  and  efficient  work.  I 
think  we  have  reason  to  feel  pleased  with  the  workdone  during  the 
past  year,  and  look  forward  to  the  future  with  renewed  ambition  to 
bring  the  schools  up  to  a  still  higher  degree  of  usefulness. 
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EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 


The  report  of  the  schools  Of  this  district  for  the  year  that  has  just 
closed,  reveals  nothing,  by  way  of  results,  beyond  the  usual  attain- 
ments reached  by  the  ordinary  routine  of  school  work.  The  aim  has 
been  to  secure  the  best  possible  results  by  the  use  of  such  agencies 
in  school  room  practice  as  have  been  recognized  as  the  most  efficient 
means  of  culture  and  discipline.  The  work  of  the  year  has  been  suc- 
cessfully and  harmoniously  conducted  with  no  indications  of  disap- 
proval on  the  part  of  the  school  authorities,  or  a  want  of  confidence 
or  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  public.  The  present  general  con- 
dition of  the  schools  when  contrasted  with  that  of  former  years,  gives 
indubitable  evidence  of  progress  and  healthful  growth. 

The  teaching  force  of  the  district  consisted  of  73  teachers  (17  males 
and  56  females),  many  of  whom  having  devoted  years  of  active  and  in- 
telligent labor  in  the  acquisition  of  successful  school  room  practice, 
are  capable  of  giving  to  the  public  a  professional  service  enriched  by 
a  broad  and  varied  experience.  The  teachers  as  a  body,  were  evi- 
dently actuated  by  a  feeling  of  professional  interest  and  a  laudable 
ambition  to  succeed,  and  as  a  consequence,  their  work  was,  in  the 
main,  well  done  and  in  a  manner  that  bore  the  impress  of  honest  and 
conscientious  effort. 

The  teachers'  local  institute  having  been  organized  at  an  early  date, 
convened  regularly  in  monthly  sessions,  during  the  entire  school  term. 
The  exercises  of  these  gatherings  consisted  largely  of  lectures,  instruc- 
tion in  school  management,  and  the  discussion  of  topics  of  educational 
interest.  This  agency  is  valuable  in  so  far  as  it  ministers  to  the  eleva- 
tion and  inspiration  of  the  teacher,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishes 
an  opportunity  for  the  ventilation  of  questions  that  have  a  direct  bear- 
ing on  practical  school  work. 

A  new  departure  having  for  its  object  the  professional  improve- 
ment of  teachers,  was  inaugurated  this  year,  and  consisted  of  class- 
drills  in  pedagogics  conducted,  so  far  as  it  was  practical,  after  the 
methods  usually  pursued  in  Normal  Schools.  The  entire  teaching 
corps  of  the  district  was  organized  into  four  distinct  classes  composed 
of  teachers  engaged  in  schools  of  like  or  approximate  grades,  and  to 
these  was  added  a  fifth  class  consisting  of  those  who  are  aspiring  to 
enter  the  teachers'  profession.  The  several  classes  thus  constituted, 
were  assigned  to  the  guidance  and  instruction  of  the  experienced 
teachers  of  the  corps,  who  are  Normal  School  graduates,  to  whom  they 
were  required  to  recite  weekly  from  text  books  selected  for  their  use. 
"Baldwin's  Elements  of  Psychology."  Brooks'  Normal  Methods  of 
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Teaching,"  and  ''White's  School  Management,"  furnished  the  data 
of  this  year's  study  and  investigation. 

The  attendance  at  these  class  meetings  was  made  imperative  by  the 
action  of  the  board  of  control  to  whom  the  several  instructors  were 
required  to  report  the  attendance  as  well  as  the  interest  and  profi- 
ciency displayed  by  the  members  of  their  respective  classes. 

The  influence  of  these  class  drills  are  certainly  helpful  to  the  teacher 
in  stimulating  inquiry  that  may  lead  to  a  clearer  conception  of  the 
true  aim  of  education  and  the  means  best  adapted  to  its  attainments. 

This  year's  school  enrollment  and  average  daily  attendance  were  in 
excess  of  that  of  any  previous  year.  •  The  admission  of  536  new  pupils 
during  the  year  was  an  unprecedented  accession  to  the  schools  of  the 
district,  and  as  a  consequence,  the  necessity  arose  for  additional 
school  accommodation  which  was  immediately  supplied  by  the  organi- 
zation of  three  additional  primary  schools.  The  growth  in  population 
of  the  western  portion  of  the  city  has  occasioned  a  demand  for  addi- 
tional school  facilities  in  that  locality.  This  necessity  however  has 
been  provided  for,"  and  will  be  fully  supplied  by  a  commodious  eight- 
room  school  building  now  in  process  of  erection  in  the  Eighth  ward. 

The  high  school  with  an  enrollment  of  314  students,  can  boast  not 
only  of  increased  patronage,  but  of  conditions  that  tend  to  an  enhance- 
ment of  its  popularity  as  well  as  its  usefulness.  The  standard  of  ex- 
cellence hitherto  attained  by  this  school,  has  been  fully  maintained 
in  every  department  of  instruction  provided  for  in  its  curriculum. 

This  year's  high  school  commencement  was  an  occasion  of  unusual 
interest.  The  exercises  were  held,  as  usual,  in  the  opera  house  which 
was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  by  the  friends  and  patrons  of  the 
school.  The  graduating  class  composed  of  32  ladies  and  21  gentle- 
men, was  enthusiastically  greeted  by  an  appreciative  audience,  and 
acquitted  themselves  in  a  manner  that  elicited  the  warmest  expres- 
sions of  approval.  -  A  very  pleasing  incident  connected  with  this 
year's  graduating  exercises  was  the  formal  presentation  of  college 
scholarships  to  the  gentleman  and  lady  of  the  class  who  had  main- 
tained the  highest  course  grade  in  scholarship.  These  scholarships 
were  munificently  donated  by  the  trustees  of  Lafayette  College  and 
the  Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,  as  an  award  of  merit  to  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  Easton  High  School  who  had  attained  the  highest  grade 
in  scholarship,  and  entitled  the  recipients  to  a  full  four  year's  course 
of  instruction  in  said  institutions  free  of  expense. 

By  reason  of  the  recent  annexation  of  the  borough  of  South  Easton 
to  this  city,  the  school  district  composing  that  borough,  has  been 
merged  into  and  become  a  part  of  the  school  district  of  the  city  of 
Easton.  The  incorporation  of  the  lately  added  district  has,  in  its 
effect  upon  this  district,  not  only  guaranteed  an  extension  of  its  ter- 
ditorial  limits  with  the  four  substantial  and  well  equipped  school 
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buildings  located  within  the  newly  acquired  territory,  but  has  added 
to  its  school  population  1,880  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
twenty-one  years,  and  1,137  pupils  to  its  enrollment  of  actual  school 
attendants,  together  with  an  increment  of  twenty-four  teachers  *to 
its  teaching  force,  and  a  representation  of  eight  additional  members 
in  the  board  of  control. 


EKIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


Population  of  Erie  city  (directory  estimate), 58,000 

Number  in  public  schools,  7,527 

Number  in  parochial  schools,  2,549 

Total,  10,076 

Estimated  school  population  from  6  to  16  years, 11,400 

Estimated  number  not  in  school  from  6  to  16  years, 1,324 

Estimated  number  of  above  in  useful  employment  between  13 

and  16,    600 

Estimated  number  not  in  school  less  above, 724 


The  object  of  all  law  is  the  common  good.  A  compulsory  law  im- 
plies that  such  good  is  an  imperative  good,  a  good  both  vital  and  neces- 
sary to  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  compulsory  education 
act  undeniably  aims  at  the  highest  good  of  the  community,  but  boards 
of  school  directors,  placing  the  expense  of  enforcing  it  above  the  com- 
mon good,  ignore  it;  and  county  commissioners,  for  the  same  reason, 
neglect  or  refuse  to  make  the  enumeration  of  all  children  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  twenty-one  years,  which  the  law  requires. 

There  thus  remains  in  every  city  a  growing  number  of  children  who 
have  no  schooling  but  the  street,  who  are  growing  up  into  a  class, 
which,  in  a  short  time,  will  be  a  menace  to  the  welfare  of  society.  On 
a  very  conservative  estimate  there  are  from  four  to  six  hundred  such 
children  of  school  age  in  Erie  whom  our  schools  do  not  hold.  They 
may  be  seen  any  pleasant  day,  in  groups  of  two  and  three,  or  more, 
playing  in  vacant  lots,  in  alleys,  on  street  corners,  around  the  rail- 
roads and  at  the  lake.  One  cannot  walk  the  street  in  school  hours 
without  seeing  representatives  of  this  body  of  children   whom   thr 
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They  are  of  various  classes.  There  are  the  truants — boys  mainly 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen,  who,  through  the  indifference 
of  parents,  have  learned  to  like  the  pleasures  of  the  street,  or  the  en- 
vironments of  home,  better  than  the  lessons  of  the  school.  They 
leave  home  in  the  morning  as  if  going  to  school,  but  they  do  not  ap- 
pear there.  When  parents  are  notified  of  such  a  boy's  truancy  the 
reply  usually  is,  "Well,  I  can't  control  him.  I've  whipped  him  till 
I'm  tired.     You  take  charge  of  him." 

There  are  the  "irregulars" — the  children  who  come  one  day  and 
stay  out  two,  and  who  are  irregular  because  of  the  selfi&hness  or  weak- 
ness of  parents  who  listen  to,  or  accept  trivial  reasons  for  remaining 
at  home,  or  make  insufficient  reasons  for  sending  them  on  errands,  or 
to  dancing  schools,  or  music  lessons,  or  on  visits  to  lelatives  and 
friends. 

The  children  of  our  foreign  born  population  also  help  to  swell  the 
number  of  absentees  from  school.  They  do  not  know  sufficient  Eng- 
lish to  get  along  in  school,  and  their  parents  are  indifferent  to  the 
value  of  free  public  education,  and  therefore  do  not  compel  them  to 
go  to  school. 

There  are  those,  also,  who  are  unable  by  lack  of  capacity  to  keep 
up  in  their  classes  and  have  grown  so  big  that  they  are  ashamed  to  go 
into  the  grades  where  they  can  learn  something.  They  therefore  stay 
out  of  school  entirely.  Another  class  of  children  who  should  be  in 
school,  but  are  getting  the  education  of  the  street,  are  those  who  do 
not  have  the  clothing  nor  the  shoes  suitable  for  school.  They  are 
more  numerous  than  many  people  suppose. 

But  by  far  the  largest  class  of  children  out  of  school  are  the  boys  of 
defective  family  training.  They  are  unruly  and  disobedient  in  school, 
and  when  they  get  to  be  of  the'  age  of  twelve  or  fourteen  and  fifteen, 
they  get  beyond  the  control  of  the  woman  teacher  and  recourse  is  had 
to  suspension  or  expulsion  from  school,  the  very  thing  such  pupils  de- 
sire, and  the  worst  thing  that  can  happen  them;  because  to  put  such 
boys  into  the  street  is  to  put  them  into  the  broad  way  that  leads  them 
into  crime  and  the  penitentiary.  Such  punishment  is  an  injustice  to 
them  and  an  injustice  to  the  community. 

What  is  the  remedy?  Should  such  children  be  allowed  to  drift  into 
the  ways  of  the  street,  and  be  a  burden  upon  the  community  because 
the  regular  school  cannot  reach  them?  Plainly,  no!  They  need  a 
different  school,  one  with  different  discipline,  different  methods  and 
courses  of  study,  and  under  the  person  who  knows  how  to  meet  boys 
on  their  own  ground,  and  can  accommodate  himself  to  their  different 
dispositions  and  peculiarities.  It  should  be  an  ungraded  school — 
under  a  broad  all-around  level-headed  manly  man,  as  teacher — one 
who  can  play  with  them,  talk  with  them,  laugh  with  them,  and  yet 
infuse  them  with  the  spirit  of  self-control,  self-respect  and  self-denial. 
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They  should  be  taught  the  elements  of  knowledge  in  a  practical  way. 
They  should  have  work  for  the  hand,  as  well  as  for  the  mind.  Such 
a  school  I  am  sure,  will  do  the  most  for  the  truant,  the  dull  boy,  the  un- 
ruly boy,  and  bad  boy,  the  vicious  boy,  and  the  boy  whom  rules  make 
rebellious,  and  nagging  makes  ugly,  and  suspension  only  puts  upon 
the  road  which  leads  downwards. 


FOSTER  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


I  hereby  submit  my  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Foster  township 
schools. 

The  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  instruction  in  primary  reading. 
Having  adopted  the  "Rational  Method  in  Reading,"  the  board  re- 
quested the  teachers  and  superintendent,  as  a  matter  of  experiment,  to 
push  it  to  the  front.  Although  the  time  was  short  in  some  schools  it 
was  a  decided  success.  The  Hazleton  Daily  Standard  had  this  to  say 
with  reference  to  a  drill  given  at  our  teachers'  institute  held  in  March: 
•'The  drill  in  rational  reading  by  the  pupils  from  the  Upper  Lehigh 
school,  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Lulu  Schmidt  and  Celia  Gal- 
lagher, was  the  most  important  part  of  the  programme.  Three  classes 
were  present,  the  primer,  first  and  second  reader — all  little  tots  not 
over  eight  years  of  age,  who  were  able  to  read  words  of  three  and  four 
syllables  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  Several  words  were  selected 
from  the  dictionary,  which  were  placed  upon  the  board  and  pro- 
nounced by  the  children  instantly.  The  system  of  rational  reading 
was  only  introduced  into  the  schools  six  months  ago,  and  the  progress 
attained  by  the  pupils  is  something  which  the  teachers  and  directors 
should  be  proud  of.  The  work  accomplished  by  Misses  Schmidt  and 
Gallagher  during  the  term  deserves  the  highest  praise  as  their  exhi- 
bition of  Saturday  plainly  shows." 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  school  board  it  was  thought  best  not  to 
elect  a  superintendent  for  the  ensuing  term,  because  "the  population 
of  the  township  has  decreased  within  the  last  few  years,  the  State  ap- 
propriation for  schools  has  fallen  far  from  amounts  previously  re- 
ceived, and  the  valuation  of  the  township  has  been  very  materially 
lowered."  A  resolution  favoring  local  supervision  was  passed  and 
Prof.  Joseph  G.  Saricks  was  elected  supervising  principal. 
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FRANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


■  The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  my  report  of  the  schools 
of  the  city  of  Franklin  for  the  school  year  ending  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  1899. 

A  large  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  required  the  open- 
ing of  two  additional  schools.  A  two-room  brick  building  was  erected 
and  one  room  furnished  at  a  total  expense  of  about  $3,000.  A  suitable 
lot,  costing  $12,500,  was  also  purchased  upon  which  is  to  be  erected 
a  building  for  our  high  school.  A  dwelling  house  situated  on  this  lot 
was  used  for  one  of  our  grammar  schools,  and  will  continue  to  be  so 
used  until  the  new  building  is  erected.  Afterwards,  it  is  the  inten- 
tion to  convert  the  dwelling  house  into  a  public  library  building.  This 
can  easily  be  done  at  a  small  expense  for  moving  and  remodeling. 

Our  experience  with  the  "compulsory"  law  has  not  been  satis- 
factory. The  trouble  is  that  the  work  of  registration  has  been  so  im- 
perfectly done,  thus  far,  as  to  make  the  lists  received  from  the  county 
commissioners  of  little  or  no  practical  value. 

The  work  of  the  schools  the  past  year  was  directed,  in  general,  along 
well  approved  lines;  we  did  not  waste  much  time  in  making  experi- 
ments. 


GREENSBURG— A.  M.  Wyant. 


The  board  of  education  has  for  a  long  time  pursued  the  very  wise 
policy  of  pa}Ting  such  salaries  as  induce  the  best  teaching  talent  to 
our  schools,  of  retaining  teachers  whose  work  is  reasonably  satis- 
factory and  of  providing  the  schools  with  the  best  possible  equip- 
ment; and  as  a  result  the  work  of  the  past,  as  well  as  that  of  previous 
years,  was  in  general  very  satisfactory. 

Considerable  money  was  expended  by  the  board  in  renovating  the 
buildings,  introducing  text  books,  purchasing  supplementary  works 
and  beautifying  the  grounds  of  the  new  high  school  building. 

The  trustees  of  the  Morrison  Underwood  Fund  have  been  unusually 
generous  in  providing  the  various  departments  of  the  high  school  with 
necessary  apparatus.     They  provided  the  library,  which  now  contains 
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propriate  cabinets  for  the  museum  which  contains  four  thousand  five 
hundred  specimens,  and  enlarged  the  library  along  historical  and 
scientific  lines. 

Our  teachers  joined  with  .the  teachers  of  the  county  in  their  annual 
institute,  and  were  thus  afforded  the  advantage  of  the  superior  in- 
struction which  a  large  institute  offers.  The  teachers  of  similar 
grades  met  in  separate  rooms  and  were  given  instruction  adapted  to 
their  particular  work.  The  organization,  instruction  and  enthusiasm 
of  the  past  institute  place  it  among  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 

The  vertical  system  of  teaching  writing  was  introduced  into  our 
schools  last  year  and  the  results  of  the  work  confirm  the  wisdom  of  the 
change.  The  teachers  are  without  an  exception  pleased  with  the 
system  and  have  in  the  same  time  gotten  much  better  results  with  it 
than  with  the  slant.  The  work  was  done  under  the  close  supervision 
of  the  writing  director.  Classes  were  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the* 
teachers  who  were  unable  to  write  the  system. 

Music  is  no  longer  an  experiment  here.  The  work  has  been  under 
the  same  supervisor  for  six  years  and  its  value  is  now  being  appre- 
ciated by  the  teachers  and  patrons.  The  annual  musical  exercise 
given  by  the  schools  is  one  of  the  most  popular  events  of  the  year. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  considerably  enriched  by  the  intro- 
duction of  literature.  Works  adapted  to  the  various  grades  were 
provided,  and  all  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  four  years' 
course  in  English  literature  in  the  high  school.  This  work  will  be  in 
charge  of  a  teacher  who  has  prepared  herself  for  this  kind  of  work. 

It  was  the  aim  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  to  do  thorough 
work  and  in  this  they  have  been  fairly  successful;  but  with  almost  the 
same  body  of  teachers  and  increased  facilities  better  results  should  be 
g'-iten  the  coming  year. 


HARRISBURG— L.  O.  Foose. 


The  schools  of  this  city  have  completed  another  year's  successful 
work.  There  have  been  but  few  interruptions  of  any  kind  during  the 
year.  No  serious  sickness  has  prevailed  among  the  children,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  and  the  absence  from  school  from  this  cause  has  been 
less  than  usual. 

There  has  not  been  much  effort  made  to  enforce  the  compulsory 
attendance  law  during  the  year,  and  yet  the  attendance  of  pupils  with 
the  exception  of  a  limited  number  has  been  good. 
13—5—99 
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The  teachers  kept  reporting  the  unnecessary  absence  of  pupils  to 
the  board  and  parents  have  been  notified  of  this  and  have  been  urged 
to  keep  their  children  in  school,  but  none  have  been  prosecuted  or  fined 
for  not  doing  so.  During  the  previous  year,  however,  prosecutions 
were  instituted  and  fines  were  imposed,  but  the  board  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  fees  of  the  aldermen  who  conducted  the  prosecutions  and 
the  fines  still  remain  uncollected.  Neither  fees  nor  fines  could  be  col- 
lected from  the  parents  interested  without  imprisonment,  for  the 
reason  that  in  substantially  all  cases  they  did  not  possess  any  property 
that  could  be  made  available  for  this  purpose  and  the  board  could  not 
see  its  way  clear  to  resort  to  imprisonment. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  number  of  children  whose  parents 
have  ignored  the  requirements  of  the  law  is  but  limited,  and  but  for 
their  absence  the  attendance  for  the  year  would  have  been  unusually 
good.  Nothing  but  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law,  through  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  a  truant  school,  will  break  up  the  ab- 
sence of  this  limited  number  of  children.  They  are  a  detriment  to  the 
schools  which  'they  occasionally  attend  and  a  standing  menace  to  the 
welfare  of  the  children  and  young  people  of  the  city  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact. 

Some  years  ago  the  board,  to  prevent  absence,  ordered  that  all 
pupils  above  the  lowest  primary  grades  who  are  absent  more  than  five 
days  in  any  consecutive  twenty  school  days  without  a  satisfactory  ex- 
cise shall,  on  their  return  to  school,  be  examined  on  the  work  done  by 
the  classes  to  which  they  belong  during  the  said  twenty  or  more  days. 
The  enforcement  of  this  order  has  kept  thousand  of  children  in  school 
and  at  their  work  who  were  formerly  more  or  less  indifferent  about 
their  attendance,  and  in  a  large  measure  it  takes  the  place' of  the  com- 
pulsory law,  except  for  those  who  belong  to  the  irresponsible  class 
alluded  to  above.  The  examination  is  confined  largely  to  the  pupils 
of  this  class. 

The  work  done  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  during  the  year  has  been 
in  many  respects  more  than  usually  well  done,  largely  because  the 
former  have  acquired  efficiency  and  power  which  have  enabled  them 
to  render  themselves  more  serviceable  to  the  latter  and  more  influen- 
tial with  them.  The  teacher  who  possesses  the  power  to  make  the 
school  pleasant  and  knowledge  attractive  and  to  infuse  enthusiasm 
into  her  pupils  will  never  fail  to  have  a  full  attendance  and  to  secure 
efficient  work. 

More  than  usually  good  work  has  been  done  in  the  reading  in  many 
of  the  lower  primary  schools.  For  some  years  past  this  branch  of 
study  has  been  taught  from  the  basis  or  standpoint  of  phonics  and 
many  of  the  teachers  have  acquired  more  than  usual  proficiency  and 
skill  in  doing  this  work,  and  as  a  result  their  pupils,  have  shown  a  re- 
markable knowledge  in  the  use  of  diacritical  marks  and  the  sounds 
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they  indicate,  and  in  consequence  have  been  able  to  read  with  ease  and 
expression. 

This  improvement  has  also  been  noticeable  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent in  geography,  language,  music  and  drawing  and  in  much  of  the 
high  school  work. 

The  leagues  of  good  citizenship  previously  organized  have  kept  up 
their  work  in  the  schools  regularly  during  the  year  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  teachers  and  the  Civic  Club  of  this  city.  In  addition 
to  this  work  the  club  has  inaugurated  the  first  steps  toward  vacation 
schools.  The  yards  of  several  of  the  school  buildings  have  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  ladies  of  the  club.  Into  these  yards  they 
have  gathered  together  the  small  children  of  the  neighborhood,  so  far 
as  the  parents  gave  their  consent,  and  have  placed  these  in  charge  of 
competent  persons  for  certain  hours  during  vacation  days,  when  the 
weather  was  not  inclement.  The  attendants  endeavored  to  enter- 
tain and  interest  the  children  by  employment  and  diversions  by  means 
of  sand  and  other  material  in  work  very  similar  to  that  done  in  kinder- 
garten schools.  These  attendants  have  been  persons  who  are  in 
sympathy  with  children  and  child  life.  Some  of  them  were  kinder- 
garteners or  persons  interested  in  this  line  of  work.  They  have  been 
helpful  to  the  children  and  to  their  parents  in  many  ways.  The  ladies 
of  the  club  and  their  attendants  have  been  doing  a  good  work  for  the 
children  and  the  community  in  a  quiet  way. 

The  third  annual  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week 
beginning  August  29,  1898.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  T.  B.  Noss, 
principal  of  the  California  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Wal- 
ton, principal  of  the  Friends'  Central  School,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  S.  C. 
Schmucker,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  G.  W.  Hull,  Mil- 
lersville  State  Normal  School;  Miss  Sarah  L.  Arnold,  supervisor  of 
schools,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Miss  Eliza  A.  Sargent,  New  York.  The 
instruction  given  was  practical  and  helpful  to  the  teachers  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  was  intended  to  meet  their  special  needs. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  thus  far  to  establish  a  public  school  li- 
brary, to  inaugurate  manual  training  and  industrial  work  or  to  open 
kindergarten  schools.  All  these  things  are  needed  to  make  the  school 
work  of  this  city  more  efficient  and  to  meet  the  educational  wants  and 
needs  of  all  classes  of  children  and  young  people. 
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HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


There  have  been  a  number  of  legal  decisions  during  the  past  three 
years  that  have  affected  our  school  district.  The  first  was  that  re- 
quiring us  to  use  the  county,  instead  of  the  city  assessment  for  school 
purposes.  As  the  former  is  but  little  more  than  one-fourth  the  latter, 
we  could  not  levy  sufficient  taxes  to  properly  conduct  our  schools  giving 
but  a  nine  months'  term.  Relief  came  in  the  "Coray  act,"  but  that 
was  declared  unconstitutional  so  that  we  are  again  compelled  to  use 
the  county  assessment.  Another  decision  by  our  county  court  de- 
clares the  act  of  1874,  creating  the  office  of  school  controller  uncon- 
stitutional, so  that  our  board  now  consists  of  six  school  directors  in- 
stead of  twenty-two  school  controllers  as  formerly.  This  matter  is 
now  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  certainly 
a  serious  misfortune  for  our  schools  that  our  legislators  cannot  frame 
laws  that  will  stand  the  test  of  constitutionality. 

With  the  exception  of  the  change  of  control  from  controllers  to  di- 
rectors, the  year  just  closed  has  been  uneventful  in  the  history  of  our 
schools.  The  board  has  been  very  active  and  has  manifested  much  in- 
terest in  school  affairs.  The  salaries  of  teachers  who  receive  less  than 
the  maximum  (50  per  month)  were  raised  slightly;  additional  physical 
apparatus  for  the  high  school  was  purchased;  all  grades  below  the 
high  school  were  furnished  with  much  needed  supplementary  reading 
matter,  and  several  grades  were  supplied  with  outline  maps.  Our 
schools  are  now  fairly  well  equipped  with  necessary  books  and  ap- 
paratus. 

Prof.  L.  P.  Bierly,  who  for  several  years  so  ably  filled  the  position 
of  high  school  principal,  accepted  an  election  to  the  supervision  of  the 
schools  of  West  Pittston.  The  work  of  the  high  school  was  carried 
on  very  successfully  by  the  new  principal  and  his  assistants  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  we  graduated  the  largest  class  in  its  history,  36, 
22  ladies  and  14  gentlemen.  The  commencement  exercises  were  made 
especially  interesting  and  valuable  by  the  address  of  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  who  lectured  to  a  large  and  delighted  audience  upon  the  sub- 
ject "Bound  to  Win." 

The  adoption  of  a  college  preparatory  course  has  done  much  to 
popularize  the  high  school.  We  need,  however,  four  years  to  com- 
plete the  studies  as  we  would  like  to  see  the  work  done.  An  addi- 
tional teacher  is  needed  there  also,  which  I  think  the  board  will  pro- 
vide for. 
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The  Walnut  street  school  building  will  be  modernized  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  new  furniture  will  replace  that  now  in  use. 

All  of  last  year's  teachers  who  applied  were  re-elected  and  va- 
cancies filled  by  the  election  of  teachers  of  experience. 

The  board  has  decided  to  hold  a  separate  city  institute  the  first  week 
of  April,  1900.     Prospects  for  the  new  year  are  encouraging. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— John  J.  Mulhall. 


When  I  state  that  out  of  forty-six  teachers  employed  in  this 
township  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  term,  twenty-three  of  them  were 
displaced  by  the  appointments  subsequently  made,  it  will,  I  think,  give 
a  pretty  clear  conception  of  how  school  matters  progressed  for  the 
rest  of  the  year.  That  tells  in  brief  the  whole  story.  The  rest  may 
be  easily  imagined.  It  indicates  very  vividly  the  demoralizing  and 
destructive  influences  which  are  operating  against  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  many  of  our  township  schools.  It  shows  to  what  base 
purposes  the  management  of  such  districts  is  being  prostituted. 
Volumes  might  be  written  along  these  lines  but  I  shall  not  stop  to 
discuss  them.  There  is  room  for  thought  here,  however,  and  I  com- 
mend its  consideration  to  the  friends  of  education  and  to  those,  par- 
ticularly, who  are  entrusted  with  the  guidance  of  the  educational 
policy  of  the  State. 


HOMESTEAD— J.  C.  Kendall. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Homestead 
schools  for  the  year  1898-99. 

During  the  school  year  it  has  been  the  aim  of  all  to  do  better  work 
than  in  previous  years.  To  accomplish  this  the  teacher  improved  her 
work  where  she  could;  she  secured  new  material  in  matter;  she  se- 
cured recently  published  text  books  for  comparison,  and  above  all,  she 
used  her  past  experience  to  teach  better. 

In  addition  to  regular  branches  there  is  given  in  the  course  of 
study  manual  training,  physical  culture,  and  music.  Each  of  these 
departments  has  its  supervisor  in  the  person  of  a  skilled  teacher. 
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In  the  department  of  manual  training  all  boys  from  the  fourth  year 
to  the  high  school  inclusive  attend  this  school,  and  while  attendance 
is  not  compulsory,  all  attend  its  sessions.  Instruction  in  mechanical 
drawing,  carpentry,  joinery,  wood  turning,  and  pattern  making  is 
given. 

We  now  enter  the  fourth  year  of  this  work  with  most  gratifying  re- 
sults. We  have  passed  the  experimental  stage  and  think  manual 
training  one  of  our  most  useful  departments. 

The  school  is  maintained  by  C.  M.  Schwab,  Esq.,  superintendent  of 
the  Carnegie  Steel  Company,  whose  interest  is  never  wanting  in  its 
success  and  betterment. 

The  study  of  physical  culture  was  introduced  at  the  beginning  of 
rlie  year.  Mr.  Herman  Groht,  the  supervisor,  teaches  the  German 
pystem.  He  is  a  skilled  turner  and  very  competent  in  this  branch  of 
work. 

If  the  boy  and  girl  can  be  trained  to  have  that  bearing  characteristic 
of  the  soldier  admired  by  us,  let  us  hope  that  a  good  system  of  physi- 
cal culture  will  do  the  same  for  our  boys  and  girls. 

The  branch  of  vocal  music  has  been  taught  since  1891,  with  Mr. 
George  L.  Smink  as  supervisor.  In  its  inception  it  was  regarded  as  a 
special  study  which  should  not  be  taught  in  the  public  schools.  Now 
if  it  were  dropped  the  citizens  would  hold  an  indignation  meeting. 

One  poem  a  month  was  committed  by  pupils  in  all  grades  of  the 
primary,  grammar  and  high  school.  Many  of  the  selections  are 
"nature  poems,"  studied  in  season.  All  poems  are  illustrated  and 
analyzed  so  that  they  may  be  well  understood.  Incidentally  the  au- 
thor's life  is  studied  and  scenes  in  his  life  illustrated.  Many  of  these 
historical  scenes  may  be  purchased  at  a  very  low  price.  Our  pupils 
memorize  with  the  greatest  ease  and  prove  to  us  that  memorizing  is 
not  a  lost  art.  In  the  use  of  words  and  their  spelling  we  find  this 
study  has  added  much  to  the  pupil's  efficiency. 

The  new  Fifth  ward  building  will  be  completed  this  term  of  school. 
It  has  all  the  modern  improvements  and  will  be  an  ornament  to  this 
busy  manufacturing  city  of  steel  and  iron. 

Telephones  were  placed  in  all  school  buildings  by  which  instant 
communication  may  be  had.  By  this  means  the  business  of  the 
schools  is  quickly  conducted  with  no  loss  of  time. 

The  compulsory  school  law  is  working  successfully,  and  we  think 
no  one  would  ask  for  its  repeal.  This  law  coupled  with  free  text 
books  gives  Hie  teacher  the  best  means  for  her  work. 
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HUNTINGDON— Kimber  Cleaver. 


Change  is  better  than  stagnation.  Yet  when  once  a  disposition  of 
unrest  possesses  the  individual,  or  even  a  nation,  progress  generally 
is  retarded.  The  extreme  forces  of  radicalism  and  conservatism 
battle  with  each  other  and  the  golden  means  is  attained.  We  do  not 
feel  that  we  have  reached  this  happy  middle  ground,  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  we  are  somewhat  removed  from  either  extreme. 

The  first  event  of  the  year  of  more  than  passing  notice,  was  the 
dedicating  of  our  new  high  school  building.  Our  worthy  State  Su- 
perintendent, Dr.  Schaefi'er,  was  with  us  to  instruct  and  to  inspire. 
His  address  was  a  unit,  and  that  unit  was  that  education  ennobles  its 
votaries.  What  we  all  need  is  more  inspiration  but  no  less  instruc- 
tion; more  of  heart,  yet  intellect  not  abated.  Other  addresses  were 
given  by  Hon.  T.  W.  Myton,  Esq.,  president  of  the  board;  J.  R.  Simp- 
son, Esq.,  K.  A.  Lovell,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Sewell  Stewart,  an  alumnus  of 
the  high  school.  These  all  were  much  appreciated,  and  the  occasion 
was  adjudged  an  educational  success.  As  a  description  of  the  build- 
ing was  given  in  a  previous  report  a  repetition  here  is  unnecessary. 

During  last  summer  vacation  our  library  was  assorted  into  depart- 
ments and  catalogued  according  to  the  Melvil  Dewey  system.  This 
renders  each  book  available  at  once.  About  one  hundred  new  books 
have  been  added  recently  to  the  library,  among  which  were  the  thirty 
volume  set  of  "The  Library  of  the  World's  Best  Literature,"  and  one 
set  of  "The  International  Cyclopaedia."  While  we  have  no  special 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  library  books,  our  annual  com- 
mencement nets  us  about  $50,  which  amount  is  expended  for  this  pur- 
pose. A  new  Weber  upright  piano  was  purchased  for  the  high  school 
through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  alumni  and  the  high  school  pupils. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  was  most  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  They  were  enthusiastic  to  learn  how  to  teach  well.  The 
teachers'  meetings  were  anticipated  with  pleasure  and  the  general 
discussions  upon  the  various  topics  considered  was  evidence  that 
what  eminent  educators  said  was  being  assimilated  and  made  ready 
for  use  in  the  school  room.  With  earnest,  intelligent  teachers,  the 
work  must  go  forward,  for  there  cannot  be  an  enthusiastic  teacher 
without  a  hard  working  school,  and  work  of  the  right  sort  means  de- 
velopment and  advancement  for  the  pupils.  Without  much  eclat,  our 
schools  steadily  took  higher  ground  educationally.     Our  aim  has  been 
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to  treat  the  child  as  a  rational  being  and  to  give  that  knowledge  the 
most  consideration  that  will  fit  him  for  complete  living. 

Our  directors  have  been  most  loyal  to  the  cause  of  education  in 
granting  to  the  full  extent  of  the  district's  funds  anything  that  they 
felt  was  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools. 


JOHNSTOWN  CITY— J.  M.  Berkey. 


The  most  prominent  feature  in  the  year's  school  management  has 
been  the  erection  and  equipment  of  the  new  high  school  building.  This 
magnificent  structure  not  only  affords  a  complete  and  commodious 
home  for  the  rapidly  growing  high  school,  but  is  at  the  same  time  a 
standing  credit  to  the  business  management  of  the  board  of  control- 
lers and  a  substantial  index  to  the  liberal  educational  spirit  of  this 
city.  The  building  is  practically  four  stories  high  and  contains  about 
forty  apartments  or  rooms.  Ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
departments  of  manual  training,  laboratory  physics  and  chemistry, 
mechanical  and  free-hand  drawing,  commercial  subjects,  and  the 
biological  sciences,  as  well  as  for  the  regular  high  school  class  work. 
There  are  also  offices  for  the  controllers,  city  superintendent,  and 
high  school  principal,  a  book  room,  a  teachers'  room  and  an  audito- 
rium, with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  nine  hundred.  The  cost  of  the 
building,  including  the  ground  and  furnishing  was  $100,000. 

The  high  school  course  of  study  has  been  modified  and  supplemented 
by  special  courses  in  order  to  meet  as  fully  as  possible  the  varied  and 
practical  need  of  advanced  students.  All  pupils  are  required  to  fol- 
low the  regular  course  through  the  first  two  years,  after  which  each 
may  elect  to  continue  this  course  for  the  last  two  years,  or  select  any 
one  of  the  following  courses  as  a  full  equivalent. 

Classical  or  College  Preparatory  Course. — This  includes  two  years' 
special  study  in  German,  Greek,  Advanced  Latin,  and  higher  mathe- 
matics, with  related  studies  from  the  regular  course.  The  aim  is  to 
prepare  students  at  home  for  entrance  into  any  first  class  college,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  make  it  a  finishing  course  for  those  who  prefer  the 
line  of  studies  suggested  to  the  regular  work. 

The  English  Commercial  Course. — This  course  includes  one  yearns 
work  in  distinctive  commercial  studies  and  business  practice,  in  con- 
nection with -the  higher  English  branches.  The  aim  is  to  provide 
young  people  with  the  necessary  training  for  a  practical  and  success- 
ful business  career.     This  course  may  be  supplemented  by  an  addi- 
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tional  year  in  stenography,  typewriting  and  office  routine  as  optional 
work. 

The  Normal  Scientific  Course  is  arranged  for  those  who  look  for- 
ward to  teaching  in  the  public  schools.  This  course  includes  the 
study  of  psychology,  history  of  education,  and  pedagogy,  and  such 
selected  branches  from  the  regular  course,  together  with  a  review  of 
the  common  school  studies,  as  will  enable  those  who  choose  this  line 
of  work  to  enter  the  higher  professional  schools  to  advantage  and 
without  too  much  loss  of  time. 

These  special  departments  in  high  school  work  are  being  fully  or- 
ganized as  speedily  as  the  number  of  students  for  each  shall  justify 
the  formation  of  classes  without  requiring  too  large  a  teaching  force. 

The  elementary  course  of  study  has  been  strengthened  and  rounded, 
yet  simplified  in  detail,  and  every  incentive  is  now  presented  for  regu- 
lar and  continued  attendance  on  the  part  of  all  pupils.  The  compul- 
sory attendance  law,  however,  has  not  exerted  any  considerable  influ- 
ence in  the  attendance  record.  Even  under  the  best  conditions,  it  is  of 
no  great  practical  benefit.  If  conscientiously  and  intelligently  en- 
forced, it  will  reach  individual  cases,  but  we  must  still  rely  upon  the 
teacher's  personality  to  win  and  to  hold  pupils,  and  the  parents' 
cordial  co-operation  and  interest,  to  keep  children  at  school. 

The  schools  as  a  whole  have  been  keeping  pace  with  the  material 
growth  of  this  busy  industrial  community,  and  with  the  increased  fa- 
cilities for  school  work,  the  earnest  support,  and  co-operation  of  the 
people  with  teachers  and  school  officials,  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  schools  of  Johnstown  will  still  continue  to  improve. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle. 


N.  B. — Some  words  in  the  following  report  are  printed  in  the 
amended  form  of  orthography  at  the  request  of  its  author,  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  Spelling  Reform,  appointed  by  the  Department  of 
Superintendence  of  the  National  Educational  Association,  February 
24,  1898. 

One  of  the  evidences  of  a  good  public  school  system,  is  stability,  and 
this  our  schools  may  emfatically  claim.  While  they  ar  wiling  "to" 
prove  all  things  "they"  hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  Hence  their 
work  is  not  characterized  by  many  changes,  and  the  teachers  ar  not 
always  learning  insted  of  teaching.     Their  improvement  is  intensiv 
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rather  than  extensiv — not  more  subjects  and  fads,  but  more  thoro  in- 
struction from  better  disciplind  minds,  is  the  motto  of  this  school  dis- 
trict. 

Teachers  at  College. 

A  proof  of  this  was  afforded  during  the  present  term  in  the  large 
number  of  our  teachers  who  enterd  special  classes  in  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  in  addition  to  those  hu  pursued  the  study  of  English 
literature  and  Greek  in  classes  taut  by  the  city  superintendent,  as  they 
hav  don  for  several  years. 

Cours  of  Study. 

A  feture  of  our  cours  of  instruction  in  the  hi  schools,  as  unic  as  it  is 
butiful,  is  the  study  and  practis  of  orchestral  music  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  master  in  that  art.  As  a  consequence,  the  music,  both 
vocal  and  instrumental  at  our  hi  school  commencement,  always  wins 
the  hartiest  applaus.  In  this  matter  our  bord  has  acted  not  as  tho 
the  question  wer,  what  is  the  least  that  ma  be  provided  in  the  wa 
of  instruction  without  failing  to  comply  with  the  law,  but  rather  on 
that  nobler  conception  of  their  office,  of  doing  the  most  that  ma  be 
done  without  transcending  the  powers  conferd  by  the  law. 

School  Libraries. 

Acting  on  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  1S94,  our  bord,  February  6, 
1896,  unanimously  authorized  the  purchase  of  library  books  for  gram- 
mar and  secondary  grade  schools  to  the  amount  of  $  10  for  each  school. 
This  appropriation  has  since  been  made  annually,  and  these  schools 
hav  now  quite  a  fine  collection  of  good  reading  matter.  It  should  be 
stated  that  the  word  school  is  used  in  the  sens  in  which  it  is  used  in 
the  annual  report,  namely,  the  number  of  pupils  in  charge  of  one 
teacher,  and  by  secondary  grade  is  ment  a  grade  next  below  that  of 
grammar,  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  school.  Several  schools  had 
anticipated  this  action  of  the  bord,  and  had  already  establisht  school 
libraries  on  a  small  scale  with  funds  raised  among,  and  donations 
made  by  pupils,  teachers  and  their  frends.  The  next  step,  alredy  au- 
thorized, wil  be  the  purchase  of  additional  supplementary  reading 
matter  for  use  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  schools. 

Compulsory  Attendance  Law. 

The  defects  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  in  so  far  as  it  does 
not  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  fines  and  costs  in  suits  at  law, 
nor  make  obligatory  the  establishment  of  home  schools  for  pupils 
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whose  presens  in  the  ordinary  public  schools  would  endanger  the  use- 
fulness thereof,  ar  becoming  more  and  more  manifest.  If  these  ob- 
stacles to  the  enforcement  of  the  law  ar  not  removed,  the  law  itself 
wil  become  a  ded  letter. 

Misfit  Pupils. 

Closely  connected  with  the  preceding  subject,  is  that  of  misfit 
pupils — that  is,  of  such  pupils  as  cannot  be  classified  at  all,  or  at  least 
not  redily,  with  others  in  graded  schools.  The  causes  productiv  of 
such  misfits  may  be  natural  dulness  or  slownes  of  intellect,  bordering 
often  on  imbecility  in  its  various  gradations,  mental  or  fysical  defec- 
tives, want  of  helth  to  such  a  degree  as  to  prevent  regular  school  at- 
tendance, parental  neglect,  and  extreme  poverty  necessitating  work 
insted  of  attendance  at  school.  The  number  of  such  misfits,  and  con- 
esquently  the  extent  of  the  evil,  when  carefully  inquired  into,  is  found 
to  be  very  great,  and  therfore  wortlry  of  close  study.  The  theory  of 
the  graded  or  closely  classified  school  is  that  pupils  of  equal  attain- 
ments can  be  found,  and  that  such  pupils  can  and  wil  advance  at  an 
equal  pace,  but  such  is  not  the  case,  and  therefore  frequent  reclassifi- 
cation becomes  a  necessity.  Indeed  in  some  cases  the  only  adequate 
remedy  is  individual  attention  for  a  time  and  in  some  study  or  studies, 
in  order  to  qualify  the  pupil  to  enter  a  class  fired  to  his  general  ad- 
vancement and  maturity  of  mind.  Such  a  method  of  instruction  and 
treatment  would  undoubtedly  often  prevent  truancy,  and  render  the 
pursuit  of  lerning  more  attractiv  to  these  unfortunates. 

Grammar  Grade  Certificates. 

With  a  view  to  retaining  pupils  at  school  to  the  close  of  the  term, 
ami  to  sho  greater  appreciation  of  the  work  done  in  the  lower 
schools,  the  bord  this  year  authorized  the  superintendent  to  issue  cer- 
tificates to  such  of  the  pupils  of  the  grammar  grade  as  hav  successfully 
completed  the  cours  and  ar  entitled  to  admission  to  the  hi  school. 
The  awarding  of  these  certificates  on  the  day  after  the  hi  school  com- 
mencement, closed  the  work  of  the  schools  for  the  term. 

City  Institute. 

The  annual  city  institute,  notwithstanding  the  iritens  heat,  was 
voted  a  grand  success.  The  attendance  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  the  subjects  discust  enlisted  popular  as  wel  as  professional  in- 
terest. The  addresses  of  Hon.  W.  U.  Hensel  and  Prof.  R.  C.  Schiedt 
deserv  special  mention,  but  the  account  of  the  batl  of  Santiago  given 
by  Lieut.  E.  M.  McCaskey  just  returned  from  participation  in  it,  was 
the  most  intensly  interesting  feature  of  the  institute.     Quite  an 
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animated  discussion  arose  on  the  value  of  the  kindergarten  as  a 
sequel  to  the  instructiv  address  delivered  by  Miss  Anna  M.  Williams, 
superintendent  of  kindergartens  in  Philadelphia,  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Free  Kindergarten  Association  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon  and 
presided  over  by  Mrs.  C.  F.  Eengier. 


LARIMER,  WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Otis  H.  Warnock. 


During  the  year  just  closing  1,831  pupils  were  enrolled  in  our  36 
schools.  Owing  to  a  scourge  of  contagious  diseases — diphtheria, 
and  throat  troubles  being  the  most  severe — the  average  attendance 
was  much  lower  than  last  year.  We  will  welcome  the  new  law  passed 
by  the  last  Assembly  to  regulate  the  isolation  and  care  of  patients 
suffering  from  contagious  diseases  in  townships.  Some  attempt  was 
made  here  to  guard  against  the  spread  of  contagion  but  it  met  with 
opposition  from  persons  who  should  have  been  qualified  and  willing 
to  aid  in  the  good  work.  A  liberal  supply  of  disinfectants  was  fur- 
nished to  each  school  and  an  effort  made  to  have  it  properly  used. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  instrumental  in  teaching  our  people  the  use  and 
object  to  be  attained  if  its  use  was  not  the  means  of  saving  life. 

With  the  slate  black  boards  now  provided  for  and  now  in  use  all  of 
our  schools  but  one  will  have  slate  black  boards  for  the  next  school 
term.  Water  has  been  provided  at  four  houses  and  all  but  five  have 
new  blinds.  Contracts  have  just  been  signed  for  a  four-room  house 
at  Shafton,  and  a  two-room  house  at  Stewarts.  These  houses  will 
have  ample  cloak  rooms,  halls,  book  rooms,  and  will  be  arranged  so 
that  they  may  easily  be  heated  and  ventilated  by  a  hot  air  system. 
In  the  growing  districts  near  the  railroads  houses  have  too  often  been 
built  with  no  calculation  for  future  growth.  Then,  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  build,  the  house  must  be  torn  down  or  a  collection  of  shanties 
be  built.  Too  often  the  latter  is  the  case  and  the  school  house  is 
neither  pleasant  or  comfortable.  We  are  just  paying  for  some  of 
these  mistakes  of  the  past. 

Much  progress  was  made  in  bringing  the  individual  grades  to  a 
higher  standard.  A  great  improvement  was  made  in  the  teaching  of 
composition  work  although  the  change  was  not  as  much  as  it  should 
have  been.  The  Larimer  school  added  114  volumes  to  its  library  mak- 
ing a  total  of  213  volumes.  A  marked  improvement  was  noticed  in 
the  composition  work  of  this  school  and  was  attributed  to  their  better 
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fund  of  general  information  derived  from  the  use  of  the  library.  The 
citizens  there  are  enthusiastic  and  will  add  to  the  library  each  year. 
Two  other  schools  have  started  libraries  but  have  accomplished  little 
so  far. 

It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  that  better  educated  teachers  are 
slowly  but  surely  displacing  those  of  lesser  attainments  thus  raising 
the  tone  of  the  entire  school  system. 

Nineteen  were  graduated  at  our  commencement  in  April.  The  class 
was  addressed  by  Chancellor  Holland,  of  Western  University.  To 
him,  to  the  members  of  the  State  Department,  and  to  the  friends  of 
education  who  have  so  kindly  assisted  me  in  my  work  I  desire  to  re- 
turn my  thanks.  On  account  of  the  opposition  of  the  farming  element 
who  think  it  unnecessary  to  employ  a  supervising  officer  for  1,800  chil- 
dren and  36  teachers  there  will  no  superintendent  in  this  district  for 
a  time. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Jno.  A.  Kobb. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
my  twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Lock  Haven  public  schools, 
for  the  school  year  ending  June  1,  1899. 

The  public  schools  practically  closed  the  work  of  the  year,  with 
commencement  exercises,  Friday  evening,  May  26.  Thirteen  gradu- 
ates received  their  well  earned  diplomas,  seven  young  ladies,  and  six 
young  gentlemen. 

This  has  been  the  most  pleasant,  and  satisfactory  school  year  we 
have  had  since  my  connection  with  the  Lock  Haven  schools.  The 
cause  of  this  was,  the  pleasant  relations  that  existed  between  pupils, 
teachers,  superintendent  and  the  board. 

Our  teachers  have  worked  with  unusual  vigor,  and  the  effect  of  it 
has  been  that  very  satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained. 

Our  teachers  have  been  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  teachers' 
meetings,  and  have  shown  a  willingness  to  receive  and  apply  any  and 
all  suggestions  intended  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  schools.  At 
our  teachers'  meetings,  questions  of  discipline,  methods  of  teaching 
certain  branches,  and  various  educational  subjects  were  discussed. 

The  discipline  of  our  schools  has  been  commendable.  Most  of  the 
teachers  govern  well  without  apparent  effort,  and  the  atmosphere 
of  cheerful  obedience  which  pervades  most  of  our  school  rooms  is, 
indeed,  a  healthful  one. 
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The  Pollard  system  of  teaching  reading  and  spelling,  which  was 
introduced  two  years  ago,  is  giving  good  results.  Observation  during 
the  past  year  convinces  me  that  it  is  a  very  decided  improvement  over 
former  methods  in  use  here. 

The  attendance  in  nearly  all  the  schools  was  better  than  any  previ- 
ous year.  While  the  truant  officers  did  considerable  work,  their  at- 
tention was  directed  to  comparatively  few  families,  where  the  parents 
were  careless  of  the  best  interests  of  their  children.  There  were  no 
prosecutions,  the  past  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the  compulsory 
attendance  law. 


LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  I. 

Robb. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  we  have  had  a  prosperous  school 
year.  Our  work  has  been  progressing  along  fixed  lines  so  we  do  not 
have  any  marked  changes  to  report.  A  new  course  of  study  was  pre- 
pared and  the  work  was  strengthened  where  experience  had  shown 
that  it  was  weak.  The  list  of  supplementary  reading  was  much  ex- 
tended. 

We  have  been  trying  to  do  our  work  thoroughly  and  the  results  at- 
tained at  college  entrance  examinations  were  very  gratifying.  It 
does  us  good  sometimes  to  have  our  work  tested  by  outside  parties. 

Like  all  suburban  districts,  this  one  is  growing  very  fast  so  it  makes 
new  school  buildings  a  necessity.  The  Bryn  Mawr  school  will  be  re- 
modeled at  a  cost  of  about  f  30,000  during  the  present  summer. 

We  have  continued  our  school  receptions  and  parents'  meetings  and 
find  that  they  do  much  good. 


McKEESPORT— H.  F.  Brooks. 


While  there  is  nothing  of  special  or  unusual  interest  to  report  con 
cerning  the  schools  of  this  city,  yet  the  work  done  during  the  year  has 
been  uniformly  good.     That  progress  has  been  made  is  evidenced  by 
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the  interest  taken  by  the  people.  Our  people  have  faith  in  their 
schools  and  fully  realize  that  they  are  organized  and  maintained  for 
the  benefit  of  the  children,  the  parents  have  co-operated  more  actively 
and  more  cheerfully  with  the  teachers  and  they  in  turn  have  done 
more  to  bring  the  home  and  the  school  into  closer  sympathy  with  each 
other  than  during  any  previous  year. 

Our  enrollment  was  larger  and  the  attendance  better  than  ever 
before. 

We  now  have  under  construction  a  new  high  school  building  which 
will  be"' equipped  with  modern  school  furniture  and  appliances  for  high 
school  work. 

During  the  year  the  boroughs  of  Reynoldton  and  Christy  Park  and 
a  portion  of  Versailles  were  annexed  to  our  city  thereby  increasing  our 
school  population  and  increasing  the  work  to  be  done. 

Our  teachers  were  earnest  and  faithful  in  their  work  and  as  a  rule 
took  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  fit  themselves  for  the  work. 
I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  board  of  education,  the  teachers 
and  the  patrons  for  their  co-operation  and  good  cheer  in  all  that  was 
done. 


MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


Upon  taking  a  general  review  of  the  past  year's  work  we  think  that 
we  can  conscientiously  and  unhesitatingly  say  that  it  was  successful. 
Our  teachers  have  worked  diligently  and  intelligently.  Our  pupils 
have,  as  a  rule,  shown  a  disposition  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
discipline.  Cases  of  severe  discipline  have,  therefore,  been  rare.  The 
ground  designated  by  our  course  of  study  has  been  covered,  and  we 
think  thoroughly.  An  examination  of  all  the  pupils  either  by  the 
superintendent  in  person,  or  under  his  immediate  direction  and  close 
supervision,  showed  satisfactory  results,  and  indicates  that  we  are 
year  by  year  reaching  a  higher  standard. 

The  only  innovations  of  the  past  year  were  the  introduction  into  the 
primary  grades  of  Ward's  Rational  Method  in  Reading,  and  of  Ver- 
tical Writing.  In  one  of  our  largest  primary  schools  in  which  this 
method  of  reading  was  used,  and  in  which  all  the  pupils  were  begin- 
ners, and  the  majority  of  them  unable  to  speak  the  English  language, 
though  the  teacher  was  without  previous  experience,  nearly  all  of 
them  learned  to  read  with  ease  and  fluency  as  much  as  is  found  in  an 
ordinary  first  reader.     Vertical  writing  introduced  into  our  three  low- 
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est  grades  a  year  ago  has  proved  eminently  satisfactory.  The  writing 
in  these  grades  was  exceptionally  tine.  The  experience  of  the  past 
year  leads  me  to  concur  fully  with  an  eminent  authority  that  this  is 
the  natural  system  of  writing,  that  it  is  more  legible,  and  that  it  is 
more  easily  taught  and  learned  than  the  slant  system.  The  system 
will  be  gradually  introduced  into  all  the  schools  of  the  borough. 

The  addition  of  an  eight-room  building  gives  us  ample  school  ac- 
commodations. Four  new  primary  schools  were  opened  last  Sep- 
tember, thus  relieving  the  former  crowded  condition  of  these  schools. 
.More  efficient  work  was  done  in  most  of  the  primary  schools  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  smaller  number  of  pupils  to  each  teacher. 

I  fear  the  compulsory  attendance  law  is  a  failure  in  Mahanoy  City. 
Despite  the  efforts  of  attendance  officer  and  teachers  to  secure  good 
attendance,  quite  a  large  number  of  pupils  not  properly  excused  failed 
to  make  the  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty  days  dur- 
ing which  the  schools  of  the  district  were  open.  Much  of  this  bad  at- 
tendance was  due  entirely  to  what  seems  indifference  on  the  part  of 
parents  to  the  highest  interests  of  their  children.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  occasional  enforcement  of  the  law  would  have  the  effect  of 
materially  reducing  the  number  of  pupils  who  remain  away  from 
school  without  proper  cause.  So  great  however  is  the  aversion  to  co- 
ercion on  the  part  of  American  citizens  that  until  the  State  says  to  the 
authorities  of  each  and  every  district  of  the  Commonwealth,  "If  you 
do  not  educate  all  your  children  you  shall  not  have  your  share  of  the 
appropriation,"  the  compulsory  law  will  remain  practically  inoper- 
ative. 

Evening  schools  were  open  during  a  period  of  four  months.  They 
were  five  in  number,  and  about  three  hundred  boys  were  in  all  en- 
rolled. The  schools  were  poorly  attended,  and  owing  largely  to  this 
circumstance  but  little  good  was  accomplished.  It  is  hoped  that  more 
interest  will  be  manifest  if  these  schools  are  continued  in  future. 

About  two  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  consisting  of  history,  fiction, 
and  works  of  a  miscellaneous  nature  were  added  to  our  public  library 
the  past  year.  The  catalogue  and  supplement  show  that  we  now  have 
more  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  well  selected  volumes  on  our 
shelves,  which  may  be  considered  a  good  showing,  since  more  than 
four-fifths  of  them  have  been  purchased  since  the  enactment  of  the 
free  library  law.  The  public  patronage  of  the  library  continues  good. 
It  is  somewhat  a  matter  of  regret  that  our  patrons  do  not  always  se- 
lect the  best  books  for  their  reading.  The  lightest  fiction  is  too  often 
most  sought  for,  while  the  richest  treasures,  except  at  long  intervals, 
are  left  untouched.  We  are  pleased,  however,  to  note  some  happy 
exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  we  are  making 
progress  in  the  art  of  learning  how  and  what  to  read.  A  large  room 
was  fitted  up  a  year  ago  for  the  special  use  of  the  library,  in  one  of  the 
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school  buildings,  and  we  shall  thus  have  ample  accommodations  for 
years  to  come. 

The  high  school  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Kaier's 
Grand  Opera  House,  Wednesday  evening,  May  31.  They  consisted 
of  orations,  essays,  declamations  and  music.  The  crowded  house  at- 
tested the  interest  in  the  exercises.  Diplomas  were  awarded  twenty- 
one  young  people.  Of  this  number  four  were  boys,  and  the  remainder 
girls.  Why  is  it  that  so  few  boys  avail  themselves  of  the  opportuni- 
ties of  a  high  school  course?  Is  it  because  they  lack  ambition,  or  is  it 
because  they  or  their  parents  see  no  use  in  high  school  culture,  or  is  it 
because  the  tobacco  habit  so  befogs  the  brains  of  many  of  them  as  to 
disqualify  them  for  a  high  order  of  intellectual  work? 

Our  school  board  found  it  necessary  a  year  ago  to  raise  the  tax  levy 
from  seven  to  nine  mills.  The  amount  of  tax  collected  during  the  year 
was  about  fifty  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  State  appropriation. 


MAHANOY    TOWNSHIP,     SCHUYLKILL    COUNTY— Frank    J. 

Noonan. 


The  people  of  our  district  were  very  much  interested  in  the  work 
of  our  first  graduating  class.  Three  years  ago  it  was  decided  to  offer 
a  higher  course  than  that  given  in  the  village  schools  and  a  class  was 
organized  with  temporary  quarters  in  the  Cole  building.  It  was 
thought  advisable  to  incur  no  considerable  expense  until  we  were  sat- 
isfied that  the  school  would  meet  with  encouragement.  Few  of  the 
pupils  had  less  than  two  miles  to  travel  while  many  were  obliged  to 
travel  a  much  greater  distance,  yet,  despite  the  unfavorable  weather 
conditions  and  many  other  obstacles,  we  found  that  the  average  at- 
tendance far  exceeded  our  expectations.  Our  class  exercises  were 
held  June  12,  and  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  large  audience  present. 
While  the  teachers  and  school  officials  were  well  pleased  with  the 
work  done,  it  was  an  added  pleasure  and  encouragement  to  hear 
highly  favorable  comment  from  both  press  and  public. 

Our  little  central  high  school  building  is  now  under  way  and  we 
are  looking  forward  with  much  pleasure  to  its  early  completion. 

A. model  two-room  building  with  accommodations  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pupils  was  erected  at  Buck  Mountain.  It  is  beautifully  lo- 
cated and  well  equipped,  containing  all  the  necessary  conveniences. 

Our  attendance  for  the  year  was  very  good  considering  the  severp 
14—5—99 
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winter.  Several  of  our  schools  were  closed  for  a  week  during  the 
blizzard  in  February. 

There  were  no  radical  changes  from  the  line  of  work  followed  for 
the  past  two  years.  Our  corps  of  teachers  remains  practically  the 
same  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  with  the  improved  fa- 
cilities at  our  command,  the  coming  term  will  be  the  most  successful 
in  the  history  of  our  schools. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  for  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended. 


MEADVILLE— H.  V.  Hotchkiss. 


The  schools  of  this  city  have  no  radical  changes  to  report.  They 
have  attempted  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  the  means  at  their  dis- 
posal to  cause  the  boys  and  girls. under  their  jurisdiction  to  become 
good  and  useful  men  and  women.  They  have  labored,  probably  as 
never  before,  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  intelligent,  loving  parent 
in  giving  the  young  a  broad  education. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  H.  Weber. 


The  enrollment  of  our  schools  the  last  year  was  less  than  it  had  been 
for  a  number  of  years  and  the  per  cent,  of  attendance,  too,  was  com- 
paratively low.     Eeasons: 

First.  A  return  of  prosperity  with  the  establishment  of  several  in- 
dustries where  girls  find  employment.  In  the  high  school  alone  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  pupils  left  during  the  term,  to  learn  a  trade  or  to 
engage  in  some  occupation  to  earn  money. 

Second.  A  non-enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law.  True,  a  truant 
officer  was  employed,  who  succeeded  in  keeping  in  school  those  who 
believe  that  "Discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor;"  but  the  evaders 
where  the  strong  arm  of  the  lav/  was  necessary  to  bring  results,  no 
official  support  was  given  the  truant  officer.  He  was  told  to  make  no 
arrests,  as  such  a  proceeding  would  bring  condemnation  upon  them  as 
well  as  a  loss  in  trade  aud  support,  and  the  wholesome  effect  of  the 
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compulsory  law  was  thus  not  realized.  The  board  finally  roted  to  do 
away  with  the  truant  officer;  thus  decrying  the  wisdom  of  the  framers 
of  the  law,  which  has  received  such  a  beneficial  endorsement  from  all 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  "Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to 
be  wise." 

Teachers  and  Salaries. 

Two  years  ago  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  reduced  ten  per  cent. 
Last  fall  a  partial  restoration  was  made  in  a  magnificent  (?)  raise  of 
fifty  cents  a  month,  or  about  one  per  cent,  making  the  salaries  as  fol- 
lows: 

Below  the  intermediate, .$33  00 

Intermediate, 42  00 

Grammar, 50  00 

High  school  assistants, |42  00  and  50  00 

High  school  principal, 66  00 


The  salaries  are  not  properly  graded.  A  gross  injustice  is  practiced 
here  as  well  as  in  many  other  places  in  the  State.  Skill  in  teaching 
is  not  justly  remunerated.  The  high  school  graduate  joins  the  ranks 
and  receives  the  same  stipulation  as  the  Normal  or  college  graduate, 
or  the  teacher  with  years  of  successful  experience.  In  consequence 
of  this  injustice,  three  of  our  best  primary  teachers,  who  labored  here 
for  the  paltry  sum  of  f 30  to  $35  a  month  for  nine  months  secured  posi- 
tions elsewhere  from  $50  to  $60  a  month  for  ten  months.  Others,  not 
detained  here  by  family  or  kindred  duties,  will  leave,  and  some  have 
already  signed  contracts  for  next  year  at  a  large  increase  in  salary. 
"A  laborer  is  always  worthy  his  hire."  "An  apprentice  cannot  do  the 
work  of  a  journeyman."  Reduction  in  teachers'  salaries  is  the  fore- 
runner of  poor  schools. 

Almost  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  employed  the  past  year  were 
totally  inexperienced;  having  no  qualification  but  a  high  school  di- 
ploma. The  school  board,  upon  whom  the  selection  of  teachers  de- 
volves, saw  fit  to  re-place  tried,  true  and  experienced  teachers;  among 
our  best,  who  had  not  reached  Dr.  Schaeffers  "dead  line" — and  never 
will — and  employ  in  their  stead  young  girls  not  out  of  their  teens.  The 
best  results  could  not  possibly  be  attained. 

Certificates. 

We  have  too  many  teachers  with  low  grade  certificates,  because 
the  board  seemingly  put  a  premium  upon  poor  scholarship.  The 
grade  of  certificates  does  not  enter  into  the  prospects  for  a  school;  for, 
too  often,  where  a  high  school  graduate  only,  and  a  high  school,  nor- 
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mal  or  college  graduate — both  residents  of  the  town — apply  for  a 
school,  the  former  is  elected;  thus  discouraging  our  high  school  gradu- 
ates from  a  further  pursuance  of  their  studies,  as  this  true  incident 
clearly  demonstrates:  Two  years  after  completing  our  high  school 
course  of  study,  A  and  B,  members  of  the  same  class,  applied  for  a 
position  as  teacher.  A  with  a  provisional  certificate  only  and  ab- 
solutely no  experience  was  elected  over  B  with  a  Normal  School  di- 
ploma and  model  school  training.  A  had  the  pull;  B  the  fitness.  Who 
are  you  instead  of  what  are  you. 

To  Dr.  Wickersham's  explanation  "As  the  teacher  so  is  the  school" 
may  be  prefixed,  "And  as  the  Board  of  Education  so  is  the  teacher." 
To  meet  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Schaeffer  in  his  letter  to  the  newly 
elected  superintendents  that  the  scholarship  among  the  teachers  hold- 
ing provisional  certificates  be  raised,  it  becomes  very  necessary  that 
"the  power  behind  the  throne,"  the  directors,  take  unto  them  this 
wholesome  advice,  and  co-operate  with  the  superintendent  in  his  ef- 
forts to  raise  the  scholarship  of  his  teachers  by  taking  the  certificate, 
the  skill  and  scholarship  of  the  applicant  into  consideration,  and  not 
give  inexperience  and  low  grade  certificate  the  preference.  So  long 
as  the  law  sanctions  the  issuing  of  provisional  certificates,  this  grade 
will  be  issued,  and  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  will  be  em- 
ployed. 

There  are  applicants,  and  applicants,  and  applicants  for  this  lowest 
legal  certificate,  and  as  the  millennium  dawn  of  perfect  freedom  and  in- 
dependence from  political  chicanery  has  not  come  to  the  vast  majority 
of  superintendents,  there  is  in  store  a  "sea  of  trouble"  for  this  con- 
scientious and  fearless  official.  A  failure  to  grant  a  certificate  too 
ofter  causes  enemies;  specially  when  the  rejected  is  a  relative  or  earn- 
est supporter  of  a  director. 

Our  schools  are  by  no  means  exempt  from  political  bossism.  "Tickle 
me  aDd  I'll  tickle  you"  is  the  scepter  placed  over  the  superintendent 
by  the  unscrupulous  director. 


MIFFLIN  TOWNSHIP,  ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— J.  M.  Reed. 


For  the  school  year  ending  June  5,  1899,  there  were  enrolled  in  our 
schools  2,115  pupils;  a  gain  of  117  over  the  enrollment  of  the  year 
previous.  The  average  attendance  was  1,630  and  the  percentage  of  at- 
tendance was  87.     This  rather  low  percentage  of  attendance  was  due 
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in  a  large  measure  to  the  very  cold  weather  during  a  part  of  the  term. 
To  teach  these  pupils  distributed  in  45  school  rooms,  thirteen  male 
teachers  at  an  average  salary  of  $52.50  per  month  and  forty-one  fe- 
males teachers  at  an  average  salary  of  $45.61  per  month  were  em- 
ployed. Five  hundred  and  seventy-four  visits  were  made  to  the 
schools  by  the  township  superintendent.  Teachers'  meetings  were 
held  before  the  beginning  of  the  term  of  school  and  at  the  close  of  each 
month  during  the  term.  At  the  close  of  the  term  each  school  was  left 
organized  ready  to  begin  active  work  at  the  first  of  next  term. 

The  growth  of  our  population  causes  us  to  continue  building  school 
houses.  A  first  class  frame  school  house  of  four  rooms,  with  all  the 
modern  conveniences  was  erected  at  Thompson  Eun.  This  building 
was  dedicated  with  proper  ceremonies  April  8,  1899.  Supt.  Samuel 
Hamilton  delivered  the  dedicatory  address.  The  Blackburn  school 
house  of  two  rooms  was  moved,  remodeled  and  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  hall  and  two  school  rooms.  It  is  properly  heated  and  ven- 
tilated, and  is  now  a  good  modern  school  house.  In  February  last 
the  contract  was  let  for  a  brick  school  house  of  four  rooms  at  West 
Homestead.  This  building  is  so  pleasant  that  it  can  be  enlarged 
without  change  or  inconvenience  to  eight  rooms,  and  when  completed 
it  will  be  without  a  superior  anywhere.  To  meet  the  cost  of  erecting 
so  many  buildings  it  was  necessary  to  sell  bonds.  Bids  were  received 
for  $35,000,  four  per  cent,  bonds  whose  payment  will  begin  1905  and 
be  completed  in  1917.  These  bonds  were  sold  at  a  premium  of 
$1,774.56. 

A  gala  day  for  this  community  was  the  dedication  November  5, 1898 
of  the  Carnegie  Library,  near  Homestead,  within  our  township.  More 
than  six  hundred  of  our  pupils,  representing  nearly  every  school  in  the 
townships  joined  the  pupils  of  Homestead  schools  in  these  exercises. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Carnegie  was  present  and  showed  his  deep  interest 
in  the  young  people  by  reviewing  in  front  of  the  library  building,  the 
long  procession  of  school  children.  At  the  evening  meeting  Mr.  Car- 
negie addressed  a  large  audience  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  library 
building.  Although  the  address  was  short  it  showed  that  he  spoke 
from  a  mind  rich  in  knowledge  and  judgment  and  from  a  heart  full  of 
sympathy  and  kindness.  Andrew  Carnegie  and  library  have  become 
almost  synonymous  terms  and  many  refer  to  the  stately  and  costly  li- 
brary buildings  erected  by  Mr.  Carnegie  as  monuments  erected  to  his 
memory,  but  more  stately,  more  valuable  and  more  enduring  monu- 
ments to  his  great  generosity  are  the  lives  which  are  being  lifted  up  as 
results  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  these  libraries. 

In  our  school  room  work  the  needs  of  each  individual  to  be  educated 
have  been  our  constant  study.  Beference  was  made  in  my  last  report, 
to  our  reducing  the  time  spent  upon  the  recitation  bench  and  giving 
more  time  for  the  preparation  of  lessons.     This  same  policy  was  fol- 


214  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

lowed  during  the  past  term,  and  active  teachers  were  pleased  with  it 
and  secured  good  results,  but  it  does  not  suit  machine  teachers.  When 
the  pupil  and  teacher  each  independently  prepare  a  lesson  it  takes 
but  a  short  time  to  recite  it.  I  believe  that  much  of  the  weakness  in 
what  are  considered  well  organized  schools  is  due  to  long  recitation 
periods  with  little  or  no  time  for  study  on  the  part  of  the  pupil.  An 
examination  of  most  programmes  where  there  are  but  two  divisions 
in  a  room  will  show  that  the  pupil  is  required  to  spend  more  time  in 
trying  to  recite  than  he  spends  in  the  preparation  of  his  work  for  reci- 
tation. In  fact  many  programmes  show  about  twice  as  much  time  for 
recitation  as  for  the  preparation  of  lessons,  and  many  of  these  recita- 
tions (?)  are  so  mild,  with  so  much  time  spent  in  doing  what  the  pupil 
should  be  given  a  chance  to  do  and  be  required  to  do  before  he  comes 
to  class  that  the  work  is  not  worthy  the  name  of  recitation.  What 
permanent  result  can  we  expect  when  more  time  is  spent  under  the 
heading  recitation  than  is  spent  in  preparation  of  lesson?  Would  it 
not  be  an  improvement  to  reverse  this  order?  Would  not  some  re- 
form along  this  line  by  directing  pupils  how  to  study,  making  condi- 
tions favorable  for  independent  study  followed  by  short,  definite 
active  recitations,  remove  some  of  the  criticisms  made  by  persons 
when  they  say  that  there  are  going  out  of  our  schools  many  pupils 
who  are  not  good  independent  thinkers? 

A  good  education  has  its  value  everywhere,  as  it  makes  men  broader, 
less  selfish,  more  generous,  nobler  and  more  useful,  but  here,  in  this 
great  industrial  center  its  value  is  multiplied.  We  are  living  in  one 
of  the  busiest  centers  in  the  United  States,  and  in  some  respects  the 
greatest  in  the  world.  According  to  reliable  statistics  of  products 
made  in  the  United  States,  there  is  credited  to  Allegheny  county  47 
per  cent,  of  the  steel,  25  per  cent,  of  the  nails  and  spikes,  75  per  cent, 
of  the  wrought  iron  and  steel  pipe,  56  per  cent,  of  the  steel  rails,  27  per 
cent,  of  the  pig  iron,  25  per  cent,  of  the  bituminous  coal  mined,  40  per 
cent,  of  the  window  glass,  50  per  cent,  of  the  table  glassware,  and  75 
per  cent,  of  the  plate  glass.  The  manufacturing  establishments  of 
this  county  pay  out  in  wages  between  sixty  and  seventy  million  dollars 
annually,  and  not  a  small  part  of  all  this  is  done  within  Mifflin  town- 
ship. It  is  a  well-known  fact,  excepting  Xew  York  and  Philadelphia, 
that  Pittsburgh  is  the  center,  with  a  radius  of  sixty  miles,  of  the  great- 
est population  in  the  United  States,  and  her  tonnage,  river  and  rail, 
exceeds  the  river  and  rail  tonnage  of  any  other  city  in  the  world.  To 
conduct  all  this  great  amount  of  business  a  great  many  men  and  wo- 
men are  needed  who  have  a  good  education.  Do  I  need  to  re-state 
that  a  good  education  to  the  person  possessing  it  has  a  special  value 
here.  Further  it  might  be  stated  that,  in  all  probability,  the  shorter 
hours  of  labor  have  come  to  stay,  and  whether  this  will  be  a  blessing 
or  a  curse  depends  largely  upon  how  the  leisure  hours  are  spent,  and 
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how  these  hours  are  spent  depends  upon  the  education  of  the  people. 
An  education  does  not  unfit  a  person  for  any  kind  of  work,  but  it  fits 
him  for  doing  many  things  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  without 
an  education.  The  arguments  in  favor  of  an  education  are  such  that 
no  parents  should  allow  any  obstacle  to  stand  in  their  way  to  prevent 
them  from  educating  their  children.  Mifflin  township  is  classed  as 
the  richest  township  in  the  United  States,  and  of  this  we  are  justly 
proud.  Our  citizens  need  not  and  should  not  be  satisfied  with  any 
thing  short  of  the  very  best  of  educational  advantages,  and  the  chil- 
dren should  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  afforded  them,  so 
that  ere  long  they  and  the  township  may  occupy  the  front  educational 
ranks. 

More  reading  was  done  by  our  pupils  during  the  past  term  than  ever 
before  and  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  progressive  school  work  is  grow- 
ing.    We  look  forward  to  a  successful  term  before  us. 


MOUNT  CARMEL— Samuel  Halsey  Dean. 


During  the  past  year  we  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to  lose 
some  of  our  old  experienced  teachers  by  marriage,  ill  health,  and 
larger  salaries  being  paid  in  other  towns.  Their  places,  however, 
have  been  filled  by  graduates  fresh  from  our  excellent  State  Normal 
Schools.  The  work  that  these  young  ladies  do  reflects  great  credit  on 
the  training  department  of  our  State. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  of  our  teaching  force  of  40,  we  have  had 
these  10  bright,  inexperienced,  young  women  added,  we  have  had  a 
good  amount  of  progress  in  several  lines  of  work. 

When  we  remember  that  the  teacher  is  to  take  the  place  of  the 
parent  in  training  immortal  souls  we  hope  that  our  best  teachers  may 
escape  the  marriage  vows  for  a  long  time.  No  one  would  expect  a 
young  girl  of  eighteen  years  to  meet  as  maturely  or  manage  as  wisely 
a  family  of  six  children  as  a  mother  of  experience.  How  the  fifty  and 
sixty  children  under  one  young  teacher  can  be  expected  to  be  fed  prop- 
erly, guarded  carefully,  and  counciled  wisely  is  a  matter  that  is  a 
wonder.  Truly  their  guardian  angels  must  hover  about  them  in  in- 
tense anxiety  for  their  welfare.  So  many  have  come  from  homes  that 
have  never  known  culture  or  refinement  that  they  need  extra  ability 
and  extra  consecration  to  the  work.  Salaries  should  not  stand  in  the 
way  ofsecuring  the  best  tallent  for  your  children  and  my  children. 
Entrenchment  belongs  in  some  other  place  than  in  the  school  system. 
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I  firmly  believe  that  if  our  schools  were  properly  officered  with  di- 
rectors, superintendents,  supervisors,  teachers,  and  training  teachers 
the  State  would  have  money  to  loan,  the  jails  be  empty,  the  lawyers 
and  doctors  in  a  starving  condition. 

The  success  that  we  have  enjoyed  is  due  to  the  earnestness  on  the 
part  of  our  teachers,  eagerness  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  and  parents, 
and  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  supervisors  and  directors. 

I  desire,  especially,  to  praise  the  work  of  Miss  Hellen  Gibbs,  of 
Pottstown,  Pa.,  who  so  ably  directed  our  teachers  in  music.  Her 
marvelous  insight  into  the  needs  of  the  teachers  is  only  exceeded  by 
her  ability  to  enthuse  and  inspire  one  and  all. 

Our  monthly  public  lectures  in  connection  with  our  monthly  Satur- 
day public  institutes  have  been  very  helpful  both  to  teachers  and 
citizens.  Our  grade  meetings  in  drawing,  nature  study,  and  other 
branches  have  been  very  interesting  and  successful. 

All  of  our  schools  are  doing  considerable  in  the  line  of  committing 
short  literary  selections.  The  best  ones  that  we  find  are  taken  from 
the  Bible.  Possibly  the  greatest  problem  for  any  of  us  to  solve  is  how 
to  help  the  children  who  are  out  working  so  much  of  the  time.  Our 
board  has  not  thought  best  to  enforce  the  compulsory  law  on  account 
of  hard  times  and  poor  law.  A  large  per  cent,  of  our  children  get  but 
two  years  of  schooling,  50  per  cent,  not  more  than  three  years,  75  per 
cent,  not  more  than  four  years.  To  remedy  this  we  have  established 
a  regular  semi-annual  promotion.  This  aids  the  pupils  that  have  to  be 
out  part  of  the  time  to  make  the  next  step  more  easily,  and  enables 
the  brightest  pupils  sometimes  to  make  a  grade  in  one-half  of  a  year. 
So  far  we  have  found  the  system  perfectly  successful. 

Our  town  is  so  compact  that  we  can  arrange  the  2,000  children  in  the 
six  buildings  so  that  no  teacher  has  but  one  grade,  with  two  divisions. 
In  this  way  each  teacher  can  push  the  needy  ones  along  to  better  ad- 
vantage. 


NANTICOKE— J.  W.  Griffith. 


For  the  first  time  in  years  we  report  a  school  year  uninterrupted  by 
any  epidemic,  and  as  a  result  progress  more  substantial  than  usual 
has  been  made. 

Our  library  has  been  enriched  by  the  purchase  of  about  150  volumes 
during  the  year.  We  are.hampered  in  this  important  work  by  the  lack 
of  sufficient  accommodations;  but  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
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A.  P.  Diffendafer,  principal  of  the  high  school,  for  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  has  managed  the  library  under  such  adverse  circum- 
stances. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  was  re-arranged  during  the 
year  and  made  to  embrace  four  years'  work  instead  of  three  as  form- 
erly. 

The  work  of  our  43  teachers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  has  been  char- 
acterized by  earnestness  and  thoroughness.  That  the  members  of  the 
school  board  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  teaching  corps  is  evinced 
by  the  fact  that  41  of  last  year's  teachers  have  been  re-elected  for  the 
coming  year. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers  for  their  readiness  to  act  on 
suggestions,  and  to  the  directors  for  their  promptness  and  liberality 
in  providing  whatever  was  needed  for  the  success  of  the  schools. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  Burdette  Richey. 


Our  schools  are  growing  larger  each  year.  The  parents  are  making 
every  possible  sacrifice  to  keep  their  children  in  school.  A  few  years 
ago  the  aim  of  the  parents  seemed  to  be  to  have  their  children  com- 
plete the  grammar  school  course.  Now  the  aim  is  to  have  them 
graduate  from  the  high  school.  In  1890  there  were  fifty-eight  pupils 
in  the  high  school.  In  1900  there  will  be  it  least  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  In  1891,  seven  graduated.  In  1900  about  twenty-five  will 
graduate.  Some  of  our  graduates  have  attended  or  are  attending 
Vassar  College,  Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,  Cornell  University, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women,  Western  University,  Geneva  College,  Wrilberforce,  Adrian 
and  Westminster. 

A  large  number  of  books  have  been  added  to  our  school  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  All  the  grades  above  the  third  have  their  own  li- 
braries. Some  of  them  have  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  fifty 
volumes  including  works  of  history,  poetry,  travel,  science,  etc. 
These  books  are  taken  home  and  read  by  the  children  still  in  school, 
by  those  who  have  been  compelled  to  go  to  work  and  by  the  parents. 
Who  is  able  to  estimate  the  real  value  of  such  a  system  to  the  com- 
munity? This  is  university  extension  work  of  the  highest  type.  Once 
each  month  we  hold  a  meeting  of  the  teachers  and  substitutes.  At 
these  meetings  we  study  the  subjects  taught  throughout  the  city, 
principles  of  education,  methods,  school  management,  etc.     All  our 
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teachers  have  been  faithful  in  attendance  and  active  in  preparing  the 
work  assigned. 

With  four  fine  school  buildings — modern  and  well  furnished,  a 
faithful  and  hard  working  corps  of  teachers,  a  board  of  education  who 
has  the  best  interests  of  the  children  at  heart  and  an  appreciative 
people,  the  educational  outlook  in  New  Brighton  is  very  encouraging. 


NEW  CASTLE— J.  W.  Canon. 


Without  flourish  of  trumpets,  but  moving  along  carefully  chosen, 
and  well  established  lines  of  educational  practice  our  schools  have, 
during  the  past  year,  done  efficient  work.  A  new  course  of  study  for 
all  the  schools  went  into  effiect  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It 
proved  fairly  satisfactory,  but  in  some  of  the  grades,  notably  the 
eighth,  it  was  thought  there  was  "too  much  to  do."  For  the  high 
school  the  work  of  the  different  departments  was  extended  and 
strengthened  so  that  our  graduates  will  be  prepared  to  enter  the  best 
colleges  of  the  country.  Department  work  has  been  emphasized  and 
specialized,  the  discipline  improved,  and  the  entire  work  of  the  school 
unified  and  systematized.  These  desirable  changes  have  aroused 
great  interest  in  the  school  on  the  part  of  our  people,  and  have 
created  a  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  among  the  pupils  that  are  very  en- 
couraging. "Certificate  privilege"  to  our  high  school  graduates  has 
been  granted  by  many  of  the  leading  colleges  of  the  country. 

Prof.  Martin  Gantz,  one  of  the  most  worthy,  and  the  most  highly 
honored  members  of  our  teaching  force,  has  been  removed  from  us  by 
death.  He  had  been  connected  with  the  schools  of  the  city  for  nearly 
fifty  years.  First  as  principal  of  one  of  the  ward  schools,  afterward 
city  superintendent  for  many  years.  Then  for  a  time  principal  of  the 
high  school,  and  finally  teacher  of  the  classics  in  the  high  school, 
which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. In  all  these  relations 
to  the  schools  he  was  a  faithful,  and  efficient  worker,  ever  true  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  children.  Long  will  the  memory  of  his  noble  life 
be  cherished  in  the  community  he  served  so  well.  The  name  of  the 
Jefferson  Street  School  building  has  been  changed  to  that  of  the 
Martin  Gantz  building  in  his  honor,  and  a  marble  slab  commemorative 
of  his  connection  with  the  schools  has  been  ordered  placed  in  the  wall 
of  one  of  the  halls  of  the  building. 

The  board  of  school  controllers  of  the  city  deserve  great  praise  for 
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the  progressive  spirit  shown  in  the  building  and  repairing  of  school 
houses  during  the  past  three  years.  In  1896  they  built  and  equipped 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences  a  fine  ten-room  building  on  High- 
land avenue  costing  about  $40,000.  In  1898  they  finished  another  fine 
up-to-date,  ten-room  building  on  Pittsburgh  street  costing  about 
|35,000.  They  have  now  under  contract,  and  expect  to  have  com- 
pleted by  the  opening  of  schools  in  September  another  fine  ten-room 
building  on  Terrace  avenue  costing  about  |30,000.  These  buildings 
are  all  a  credit  to  the  city  in  external  appearance,  and  in  the  interior 
have  the  best  that  modern  architectural  skill  has  been  able  to  devise 
for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  schools  in  the  way  of  heat,  light  and 
ventilation.  During  this  same  period  the  stoves  have  been  removed 
from  the  Lincoln  and  Garfield  buildings,  sixteen  schools,  and  appli- 
ances for  heating  by  steam  introduced,  and  new  furnaces  placed  in  the 
Croton  building.  The  two  old  buildings,  Central  and  Martin  Gantz, 
that  have  been  in  use  for  more  than  forty  years,  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved in  appearance  by  the  building  in  front  of  each  a  fine  large 
portico,  and  by  the  liberal  application  of  paint.  The  stoves  are  also 
to  be  banished  from  these  two  ancient  temples  of  learning  as  the  con- 
tract has  been  let  to  Isaac  D.  Smead  &  Co.,  of.  Toledo,  Ohio,  for  their 
heating  by  hot  water  by  what  is  known  as  the  standpipe  system. 
This  consists  of  a  vertical  water  tube  standpipe,  or  boiler,  under 
which  is  a  large  retort  in  which  the  fire  is  built,  and  from  which  the 
heat  presses  up  through  the  standpipe  which  extends  from  basement 
to  attic.  The  water  being  heated  rises  to  the  attic  and  is  from  there 
distributed  in  mains  to  the  various  parts  of  the  building,  and  is  re- 
turned by  force  of  gravity  to  the  base  of  the  standpipe.  In  the  Central 
building  the  standpipe,  or  boiler,  is  48  feet  G  inches  high,  and  in  the 
Martin  Gantz  it  is  52  feet  high.  The  ventilation  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  the  use  of  Smead's  Air  Compressors,  one  of  which  is  to  be  placed 
in  each  room.  As  this  plan  of  heating  and  ventilating  is  something  of 
a  novelty,  at  least  in  this  community,  its  working  will  be  watched  with 
much  interest.  It  is  hoped  that  the  important  work  of  the  schools, 
the  training  of  the  children  for  happier  and  more  useful  lives,  has  kept 
pace  with  these  material  improvements.  At  least  no  backward  steps 
have  been  taken,  and  it  is  believed  that  there  has  been  a  steady  and 
sure  advance  along  all  the  lines  of  our  educational  forces. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— James  A.  Dewey. 


Our  schools  came  to  a  close  on  Friday,  June  16,  after  a  prosperous 
session  of  ten  months.     We  enrolled  in  day  school  1,152  pupils,  and  in 
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night  schools  288,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  1,440.  The  efforts  to 
enforce  the  compulsory  attendance  law  have  not  been  successful. 

Drawing  and  vocal  music  were  continued  under  special  supervisors. 

The  free  library  grows  in  popularity  and  in  usefulness.  We  have 
about  1,000  volumes.  No  additions  were  made  this  year  as  there 
is  at  present  no  suitable  place  for  more. 

Eight  young  people  completed  the  high  school  course,  and  one  of 
them  afterward  passed  the  examination  for  entrance  to  the  senior 
class  at  Bloomsburg  State  Normal.  Our  high  school  is  beginning  to 
measure  up  toward  our  ideal.  The  graduating  class  read  four  books 
of  Caesar,  and  the  next  class  will  do  still  better.  An  interesting 
feature  this  year  was  a  contest  in  declamation. 

Each  teacher  was  permitted  by  the  School  board  to  visit  schools  one 
day.  The  superintendent  made  visiting  lists  for  each  teacher,  and  re- 
quested each  to  make  written  report  of  the  visits.  Every  teacher  was 
stimulated  to  secure  good  results  when  visited,  and  the  visitors  were 
enabled  to  carry  back  to  their  schools  many  excellent  new  ideas.  The 
teachers  are  deserving  of  praise  for  their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. Twelve  have  taught  five  or  more  years,  and  nearly  all  the  others 
have  taught  four. 


NORRISTOWN— J.  K.  Gotwals. 


The  work  of  another  year  has  been  completed,  marking  no  great 
change  from  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  enrollment  showed  a 
slight  increase,  but  the  average  daily  attendance  a  decrease  arising 
partly  from  the  stormy  and  cold  weather  in  the  months  of  February 
and  March. 

The  partial  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law  had  something  to  do 
with  the  increase  in  the  enrollment,  from  the  fact  that  several  parents 
sent  children  to  school  for  fear  of  its  penalty.  There  are  still  too 
many  children  compelled  to  work  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and 
sixteen  years.  A  little  more  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  some  parents 
■would  be  a  remedy. 

Ample  provisions  are  being  made  for  the  accommodation  of  all  chil- 
dren of  our  borough.  The  board  decided  to  put  an  addition  to  the 
high  school  building,  and  entirely  remodel  the  old  part.  This  action 
will  give  us  a  first  class  building  consisting  of  twenty-four  rooms  in 
all.     Provisions  are  made  in  it  for  a  large  library  room,  directors' 
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room,  a  complete  superintendent's  office,  chemical  and  physics  labora- 
tories, a  large  assembly  room.  The  heating,  ventilating  and  lighting 
have  been  properly  cared  for.  When  completed  the  citizens  may  well 
be  proud  of  another  first  class  building  to  which  their  children  have 
access. 

An  exhibition  of  the  work  done  in  drawing,  manual  training  and 
sewing  was  given  at  close  of  term.  The  different  displays  showed  that 
much  attention  had  been  given  to  these  branches  with  excellent  re- 
sults. 

That  most  of  our  teachers  have  had  considerable  experience  is 
shown  by  the  following:  Fifty-three  per  cent,  taught  more  than  ten 
years;  28  per  cent,  between  five  and  ten  years;  19  per  cent,  less  than 
five  years ;  25  per  cent,  between  ten  and  twenty  years. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  were  held  semi-monthly.  Special  attention 
was  given  to  the  regular  school  work.  Free  discussions  on  branches 
taught  marked  the  principal  part  of  all  meetings.  Prof.  Eisenhower, 
principal  of  high  school,  gave  very  interesting  and  helpful  talks  on 
plant  life.  These  talks  proved  of  great  interest  and  help  to  teachers. 
A  talk  on  art  education  by  Prof.  J.  L.  Van  Gundy  had  a  good  effect. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  this  subject  will  receive  its  due  attention.  Several  of 
our  teachers  have  taken  considerable  interest  in  making  their  school 
rooms  have  a  home-like  appearance,  by  an  attempt  to  beautify  them 
with  flowers  and  suitable  pictures. 

We  have  accumulated  quite  an  amount  of  reading  matter  of  differ- 
ent kinds.  Teachers  are  being  well  supplied.  Their  requests  for 
reading  matter  as  helps  to  the  branches  taught  are  generally  granted. 
In  some  rooms  teachers  have  secured  for  themselves  tables  upon 
which  are  placed  magazines,  books,  etc.,  to  which  pupils  have  access 
at  certain  times.  In  all  this  kind  of  work  care  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher  in  the  selection  of  the  kind  of  reading  matter,  and  that 
the  proper  use  is  made  of  it. 

Some  valuable  works  have  been  added  to  the  public  library,  which 
is  becoming  a  factor  of  great  help  to  our  pupils.  All  children  above 
the  age  of  ten  years  have  access  to  this  library. 

We  think  that  the  board  is  making  t*ke  proper  use  of  the  school  ap- 
propriation. It  is  not  set  apart  for  a  special  purpose,  but  put  into 
the  general  fund  for  school  use.  The  tax  rate  has  been  increased  in- 
stead of  lowered  during  the  past  two  years.  Salaries  have  been  in- 
creased in  a  few  cases.  Supplies  as  aids  to  teachers  have  been  pro- 
cured where  needed.  Our  chemical  laboratory  has  been  well  sup- 
plied with  material  necessary  for  the  work. 

In  conclusion  I  can  state  that  our  teachers  are  putting  forth  efforts 
to  make  the  best  use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  them  to  accomplish 
the  work  assigned  them.     We  have  a  progressive  school  board,  de- 
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siring  that  all  possible  means  shall  be  granted  the  youth  of  town  to 
obtain  the  proper  education. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  I  feel  it  due  to  express  my 
thanks  for  help  and  encouragement  received  in  my  work  from  time  to 
time. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 


During  the  last  year  the  amount  of  reading  was  considerably  in- 
creased in  the  lower  grades.  The  experiment  was  tried  of  reading  the 
same  book  in  successively  lower  grades.  For  example,  Evangeline 
was  read  in  the  seventh,  sixth  and  fifth  grades.  Hans  Anderson 
Fairy  Stories  in  the  fourth,  third  and  second.  Hiawatha  in  the 
fifth,  fourth,  third  and  finally  in  the  second  grade  where  it  will  re- 
main. It  is  remarkable  with  what  interest  and  delight  children  read 
Longfellow.  He  is  indeed  the  children's  poet;  but  children  will  be 
delighted  with  almost  any  genuine  literature  in  which  the  thought 
is  not  beyond  their  comprehension. 

The  only  grading  of  reading  that  is  possible  in  my  opinion  is  a  gen- 
eral grading  of  the  thought.  Ideas  and  concepts  which  lie  outside  the 
child's  life  will  not  be  readily  understood  by  him.  But  no  attempt 
should  be  made  to  grade  the  words  of  children's  reading  lesson — as, 
this  year  words  of  one  syllable,  next  year  two  syllabled  words,  etc. 
Children  learn  long  words  as  readily  as  short  ones.  The  "graded 
idea,"  that  is,  that  one  may  fit  the  inside  of  a  child's  head  with  an  idea 
as  accurately  as  he  can  fit  the  outside  with  a  cap,  is  false  and  has  al- 
ready worked  great  slaughter  of  innocents.  Let  any  one  try  this  "ex- 
periment with  the  average  graded  in  reading  school.  The  writer 
tried  it  to  his  dismay  some  years  ago  in  the  schools  under  his  charge. 
Place  the  same  new  literature  in  the  hands  of  the  fourth  and  the 
eighth  grades.  It  will  be  found  that  the  fourth  will  read  it  about  as 
readily  as  the  eighth.  Why?  The  eighth  has  undoubtedly  read  more, 
but  it  has  not  yet  learned  to  read — to  master  at  sight  a  current  of 
English  speech,  still  less  the  current  of  thought.  It  seems  evident 
that  this  grade,  or  any  other,  will  not  learn  to  read  till  it  has  mastered 
many  books,  has  become  possessed  of  a  number  of  the  prizes  of  Eng- 
lish literature;  and  this  is  as  easy  as  filling  up  with  the  husks  and 
humbugs  of  the  "graded"  readers. 

Our  high  school  building  is  progressing.  It  is  needed,  but  will 
probably  not  be  completed  till  next  autumn. 

In  all  departments  of  work,  our  schools,  this  year,  have  shown  im- 
provement. 
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PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister. 


The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  my  annual  report: 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  during  the  year  was  1,154,  which  is  about 
the  same  as  last  year.  The  percentage  of  attendance  was  somewhat 
less  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  our  midst.  There  was 
a  very  slight  increase  in  the  average  of  salaries  paid  to  lady  teachers— 
from  $43.53  to  $44.33.  No  strong  measures  were  taken  to  enforce 
the  "Compulsory  Education  Act."  No  truant  or  attendance  officer 
was  appointed — no  arrests  were  made.  Delinquents  were  reported 
to  the  school  board. 

The  new  law  in  respect  to  the  distribution  of  the  State  appropria- 
tion affects  our  town  very  unfavorably,  lessening  our  share  by  up- 
wards of  $2,000.     For  1897-8  it  was  $8,892.08,  last  year  only  $6,706.43. 

Three  boys  and  twelve  girls  were  graduated  from  our  high  school. 
The  boys  for  the  first  time  carried  off  all  the  principal  honors  of  the 
class.  At  the  annual  commencement  an  admirable  address  was  de- 
livered by  Prof.  C.  A.  Rothermel,  of  the  Kutztown  State  Normal 
School.  Music  by  the  class  and  the  high  school  was  one  of  the  strong- 
est features  of  the  commencement  exercises.  During  the  year  several 
of  our  teachers  took  private  lessons  in  music  to  fit  themselves  better 
to  carry  out  the  work  so  ably  directed  by  Prof.  Jerry  March,  who  con- 
tinues to  be  employed  as  a  specialist  to  teach  in  all  the  grades. 

Commendable  progress  may  be  reported  in  the  way  of  supplement- 
ary reading.  Baldwin's  School  Readings  by  Grades,  and  Arnold  and 
Gilbert's  Stepping  Stones  to  Literature  were  introduced.  On  this  line 
the  public  library  under  control  of  the  school  board  deserves  special 
notice.  This  has  had  a  most  prosperous  year,  showing  satisfactory 
growth  and  usefulness  in  every  direction.  The  stock  of  books  was  in- 
creased from  3,273  to  3,752  volumes.  The  circulation  amounting  to 
24,166  volumes  was  an  increase  of  32.7  per  cent.  Culling  from  the  re- 
port of  M.  G.  Lippert,  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  library, 
we  find  its  usefulness  thus  portrayed:  "The  public  library  to-day  is 
unquestionably  the  most  popular  institution  in  Phoenixville."  "The 
little  less  than  phenomenal  success  of  it  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of 
its  establishment  on  its  present  basis  as  on  institution  collateral  to  the 
public  schools  and  amply  justifies  the  liberal  support  accorded  to  it  on 
the  part  of  the  board  of  education." 
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PITTSBURGH— Geo.  J.  Luckey. 


There  is  but  little  of  change  to  note  in  the  schools  of  this  city. 
Greatly  needed  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Brushton  and  Oak- 
land buildings. 

New  edifices  have  been  erected  respectively  in  the  Howard,  Liberty, 
Minersville  and  Mt.  Albion  districts. 

A  new  sub-district  (Beltzhoover)  has  been  made  comprising  the 
Thirty-eighth  ward  lately  annexed  to  the  city. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  large  school  buildings  (the  Brashear) 
in  the  St.  Clair  district  was  entirely  destro3Ted  by  fire  and  with  c®m- 
mendable  zeal  the  school  board  has  in  course  of  construction  a  fine 
well  arranged  structure  to  take  its  place. 

Radical  changes  (on  paper)  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  study, 
the  wisdom  of  which  can  only  be  determined  by  experience.  My  ex- 
perience has  been  that  schools  are  good  in  proportion  as  the  teachers 
are  educated,  cultured,  refined  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work  and  that 
their  excellence  cannot  be  determined  by  reading  the  course  of  study. 

If  I  know  the  teacher  I  can  determine  the  character  of  the  schools. 

The  merit  of  the  schools  of  Pittsburgh  to-day  is  due  more  to  the 
excellent  character  of  the  City  Normal  school  instruction  than  to  all 
other  agencies  combined. 

A  definite  course  of  instruction  strictly  enforced  ties  the  hands  of  an 
educated,  enthusiastic  teacher  and  leaves  no  room  for  the  develop- 
ment of  genius. 

A  printed  course  of  study  where  every  detail  is  marked  out  is  an 
incalculable  injury  to  any  school  system.  Uniformity  in  methods  of 
teaching  is  death  to  any  school  system. 

Caesar,  Napoleon,  Grant  and  Sherman  were  great  in  war  because 
they  cut  loose  from  the  war  course  of  study  mapped  out  by  theorists 
and  which  if  followed  would  have  left  them  commonplace  among  the 
world's  warriors. 

The  names  of  Nelson,  Farragut  and  Dewey  would  not  to-day  stand 
out  in  bold  relief  among  the  world's  naval  captains  if  they  had  sought 
uniformity  in  naval  warfare  and  followed  the  naval  course  of  instruc- 
tion. 

The  honored  names  of  Froebel  and  Pestalozzi  would  have  forever 
remained  with  the  thousands  of  unforgotten  instructors  if  they  had 
been  compelled  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  to  adhere  to  a  course  of 
action  marked  out  by  the  educational  theorists  of  the  middle  ages. 

A  course  of  study  should  be  the  merest  outline  giving  the  general 
direction  in  which  the  work  of  the  school  should  proceed  and  leave 
ample  room  for  the  genius  of  the  teacher  to  develop  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent. 
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POTTSTOWN— Wni.  W.  Rupert. 


The  work  for  the  year  '98-'99  has  been  quiet  but  effective  and  pro- 
gressive. 

Greek  was  introduced  into  the  high  school  as  an  elective.  Twenty- 
five  elected  the  new  subject — eight  boys  and  seventeen  girls.  Next 
year  we  hope  to  introduce  German  upon  the  same  footing  with  Greek. 

The  boys  and  girls  in  our  schools  read  during  the  last  year  a  large 
amount,  and  a  suitable  variety,  of  good,  wholesome  literature.  We 
shall  devote  much  time  and  care  to  this  work  knowing  that  it  will  pay 
a  high  rate  of  interest  on  the  investment.  Our  boys  and  girls  soon 
learn  to  read;  then  we  give  them  an  opportunity  to  read  to  learn — to 
come  in  touch  with  the  good,  the  true,  and  the  beautiful  in  English 
literature. 

The  class  graduating  from  the  high  school  this  year  numbered 
thirty-seven,  fourteen  young  gentlemen  and  twenty-three  young 
ladies. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 


There  have  not  been  any  changes  in  our  school  work  during  the  last 
year.  We  have  put  up  a  new  building  for  primary  grades  in  the 
Second  ward.  This  gives  us  ample  room  for  all  the  pupils  of  our  dis- 
trict who  may  apply,  for  some  time  to  come.  We  now  have  three  good 
school  rooms  that  are  unoccupied.  In  building  new  houses  our  di- 
rectors have  added  a  room  now  and  then  beyond  the  present  wants. 
Thus  at  present  we  are  well  supplied  with  ample  school  room. 

We  find  this  year  that  about  one-half  of  the  graduates  from  our 
grammar  schools,  who  intend  to  remain  in  school,  are  going  to  the 
Commercial  School.  This  leaves  a  much  smaller  number  for  the 
high  school  than  usual.  The  act  of  1895  appropriating  money  to  high 
schools,  contemplates  their  being  graded  according  to  the  number  of 
years  through  which  the  course  extends.  Thus  a  three  years'  course 
is  considered  a  lower  grade  than  a  four  years'  course.  This  may  be 
correct  and  it  may  not  be  correct. 

It  all  depends  upon  where  the  grade  of  the  high  school  starts,  and 
where  it  stops. 
15—5—99 
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In  our  grammar  grades  we  complete  all  the  common  school  studies, 
take  up  book-keeping,  and  algebra  as  far  as  quadratics. 

Thus  in  three  years  of  high  school  work  we  may  be  able  to  do  quite 
as  much  and  as  good  work  as  another  school  would  do  in  five  years, 
provided  they  did  two  years  of  grammar  school  work  in  their  high 
school.  And  we  all  know  that  this  is  a  fact  with  regard  to  a  large 
number  of  so  called  high  schools. 

It  would  be  well  if  we  could  compare  our  high  school  courses  and 
to  that  end  I  will  finish  this  report  by  giving  our  course  as  revised 
during  the  last  year: 

High  School — General  Course  of  Three  Years. 

First  Year — General  History,  English,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Latin 
Lessons  and  Grammar,  Caesar,  Drawing,  Text  and  Notes  on  Civil  Gov- 
ernment and  Parliamentary  Law,  Select  Eeadings  and  Debates. 

Second  Year — Geometry,  Physiology,  English,  Physics,  Botany, 
Latin  (Sight  Reading,  Latin  in  Prose  Composition,  Caesar,  Cicero  and 
Virgil  or  German),  Drawing,  Text  and  Notes  on  Physical  Geography 
and  Geology,  Declamations,  Compositions  and  Debates.  Electives  in 
German  and  French. 

Third  Year — Arithmetic,  English,  Physics,  Chemistry,  Latin  (Sight 
Reading,  Cicero  and  Virgil)  or  German,  Notes  and  Text  on  Geology 
and  Astronomy,  Drawing,  Trigonometry  and  Surveying,  Orignal  Dec- 
lamations, Debates,  Electives  in  German  and  French. 

The  term  "English"  is  to  include  English  and  American  Literature, 
English  required  for  admission  to  college  and  Rhetoric. 

Classical  Course  of  Four  Years. 

First  Year — General  History,  English,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Latin 
Lessons  and  Grammar,  Caesar,  Drawing,  Text  and  Notes  on  Civil 
Government  and  Parliamentary  Law,  Select  Readings  and  Debates. 

Second  Year — Geometry,  English,  Physics,  Latin  (Sight  Reading, 
Latin  Prose,  Composition,  Caesar,  Cicero  and  Virgil),  Drawing,  Text 
and  Notes  on  Physical  Geography  and  Geology,  Declamations,  Com- 
positions and  Debates,  Electives  in  German  and  French,  Greek  (The 
Beginner's  Greek  Book  and  Xenophon's  Anabasis)  or  Botany  and 
Physiology. 

Third  Year — Arithmetic,  English,  Physics,  Latin  (Sight  Reading, 
Cicero  and  Virgil),  Drawing,  Trigonometry  and  Surveying,  Orignal 
Declamations  and  Debates,  Elective  in  German  and  French,  Greek 
(Xenophon's  Anabasis,  Greek  Prose  Composition,  Sight  Reading  or 
Chemistry,  Astronomy  and  Geology). 

Fourth  Year — Algebra,  Geometry,  Caesar  and  Cicero  Reviewed, 
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Virgil,  Homer,  Greek  and  Koman  History,  German  or  French,  if  re- 
quired for  college. 

Teachers'  Course  of  Four  Years. 

First  Year — General  History,  English,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Latin 
Lesson  and  Grammar,  Caesar,  Drawing,  Text  and  Notes  on  Civil  Gov- 
ernment and  Parliamentary  Law,  Select  Headings  and  Debates. 

Second  Year — Geometry,  Physiology,  English,  Physics,  Botany, 
Latin  (Sight  Heading,  Latin  Prose  Composition,  Caesar,  Cicero  and 
Virgil)  or  German,  Drawing,  Text  and  Notes  on  Physical  Geography 
and  Geology,  Declamations,  Compositions  and  Debates,  Electives  in 
German  and  French. 

Third  Year — Arithmetic,  English,  Physics,  Chemistry,  Latin  (Sight 
Reading,  Cicero  and  Virgil)  or  German,  Notes  and  Text  on  Geology 
and  Astronomy,  Drawing,  Trigonometry  and  Surveying,  Original 
Declamations  and  Debates,  Electives  in  German  and  French. 

Fourth  Year — Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Geography,  History,  Reading, 
Theory  of  Teaching,  Mental  Science. 

Reviews  and  tests  shall  be  required  at  least  once  a  month  in  all 
studies,  and  examinations  in  every  subject  when  completed. 

Pupils  having  satisfactorily  completed  one  or  more  years'  of  study 
in  the  high  school  may  be  transferred  to  the  commerical  school,  and 
after  finishing  the  course  study  there,  may  receive  a  diploma  specify- 
ing the  work  done  in  both  schools. 


READING— E.  Mackey. 


During  the  year  we  have  built  a  four-room  building  and  a  four-room 
addition.  There  are  now  in  the  course  of  erection  a  six-room  and  two 
four-room  buildings,  and  a  two-room  addition.  These  new  buildings 
are  well  planned,  commodious,  and  handsome. 

The  first  class  to  complete  our  post-graduate  Normal  course  has 
done  praiseworthy  work.  There  are  forty  members,  and  we  have 
reason  to  expect  from  them  splendid  service  as  teachers. 

The  compulsory  attendance  legislation  has  been  carefully  enforced 
throughout  the  year.  The  attendance  officer  has  been  faithful,  dis- 
creet and  efficient.  There  was  one  prosecution,  which  has  been  ap- 
pealed to  the  court  by  the  defendant.  Our  experience,  thus  far,  shows 
that  there  is  a  need  of  greater  police  powers  for  the  attendance  officer 
and  a  demand  for  parental  schools  and  industrial  schools. 
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There  lias  been  throughout  the  year  a  very  interesting  and  profitable 
special  series  of  teachers'  meetings  in  addition  to  the  regular  monthly 
grade  conferences.  Each  grade  had  one  special  line  of  study  besides 
a  miscellaneous  programme  of  class  drills,  questions,  and  informal  dis- 
cussions. The  leading  topics  in  the  different  sections  were:  "The 
History  of  Education,"  "The  Colonial  History  of  Pennsylvania,"  and 
"Nature  Study.''  The  Nature  Study  section  organized  an  "Outing 
Club"  and  with  the  superintendent  spent  Saturdays  in  field  work  in 
botany  and  geology  under  the  direction  of  Profs.  Rex  and  Hankinson 
of  the  high  school  faculty. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  enrollment  in  our  higher 
grades.  With  greatly  increased  opportunities  for  remunerative  em- 
ployment, many  of  our  older  pupils  have  quit  school.  Some  employers 
are  trying  to  induce  other  pupils  to  leave  school  to  accept  lucrative 
positions. 

The  value  of  the  education  to  be  acquired  in  the  higher  grades  and 
high  school  is  evidently  depreciated  in  the  minds  of  the  masses,  and 
learning  is  not  popular  in  many  fields  where  it  might  bring  its  greatest 
blessings.  There  is  need  of  an  active  missionary  campaign,  with 
lectures  in  shops  and  factories,  and  educational  mass  meetings,  where 
the  value  of  learning  will  be  set  forth  clearly  and  emphatically,  with 
an  abundance  of  concrete  illustrations  or  particular  instances  of  the 
benefits  of  a  higher  education;  and  there  is  need  of  a  change  in  the  edu- 
cational system  in  cities  that  will  include  trade  schools  and  other  lines 
of  manual  as  well  as  new  lines  of  intellectual  training  that  will  de- 
velop the  pupil's  resourcefulness  and  ingenuity;  that  will  make  him 
more  capable  of  meeting  the  conditions  of  life  in  whatever  form  he 
finds  them;  that  will  give  him  a  greater  variety  of  aptitudes;  and, 
while  showing  him  more  certainly  his  niche  in  the  industrial  world, 
that  will,  nevertheless,  emancipate  him  from  slavery  to  one  business, 
one  machine,  or  one  environment. 


SCRANTON— Geo.  Howell. 


Enrollment. 
Girls,  7,050;  males,  6,954. 

Night  Schools. 

Night  schools  were  opened  from    November    until  March,    four 
months.     We  employed  73  teachers,  enrollment  4,773. 


No.  5.  SHAMOKIN.  229 

Training  School. 
The  training  school  graduated  a  class  of  32  pupil  teachers  this  year. 

City  Institute. 

We  held  our  institute  April  3  to  11.  The  following  instructors  were 
employed:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Supt.  H.  Houck, 
Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Miss  Anna  E.  Logan. 

The  school  system  of  Scranton  has  undergone  no  change  since  the 
last  report  to  the  State  Department. 


SHAMOKIN— William  F.  Harpel. 


Notwithstanding  the  many  changes  in  our  force  of  teachers  during 
'ninety-nine,  we  lost  no  ground  but  made  substantial  advance.  The 
faithful  and  earnest  efforts  of  directors,  teachers  and  pupils  brought 
the  rich  reward  of  work  well  done. 

October  1st  was  set  as  the  day  for  dedicating  our  handsome  soldiers' 
and  sailors'  monument.  The  school  children,  who  had  generously 
contributed  towards  its  erection,  were  invited  by  Lincoln  Post  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  exercises.  They  were  assembled  at  the  several  schools 
along  the  line  of  march,  and  as  the  veterans  passed  by,  sang  national 
airs. 

The  lessons  that  are  brought  by  Arbor  Day  and  our  National 
Thanksgiving,  were  carefully  impressed.  To  awaken  a  spirit  of  altru- 
ism has  been  rather  our  purpose,  than  the  mere  beautifying  of  our  own 
immediate  surroundings  or  the  bare  giving  to  the  poor.  Making  any 
little  spot  more  beautiful  for  somebody  and  helping  to  preserve  the 
woods  and  the  forests  for  everybody,  sharing  what  we  have  with  those 
less  forunate  and  recognizing  the  bond  of  brotherhood — these  are 
what  we  have  sought  to  inspire. 

Lafayette  Day  was  kept  in  all  grades  by  exercises  and  by  gifts  to 
the  Memorial  Fund.  The  fascinating  chapter  of  our  history  recalled 
by  this  occasion  was  made  real  to  the  children,  and  their  attention  was 
directed  to  Lafayette's  beautiful  devotion  to  a  high  idea.  By  contri- 
buting toward  a  national  gift  to  France  their  horizon  was  widened. 

Dewey  Day  was  one  long  to  be  remembered.  Moved  by  that  deep 
feeling  of  admiration  and  desire  to  do  honor  which  was  so  general 
on  the  first  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay,  our  teachers  and 
pupils  entered  into  its  celebration  with  enthusiasm.     Not  only  did 
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they  dwell  upon  the  life  and  achievements  of  the  man  of  the  day,  but 
they  made  a  study  of  our  navy — its  remarkable  growth,  brilliant  suc- 
cesses and  gallant  heroes. 

The  class  of  forty-four  members  graduated  from  the  high  school  was 
the  largest  ever  sent  out,  and  had  attained  remarkably  fine  individual 
standings.  The  board,  feeling  that  the  commencement  of  the  public 
high  school  should  be  free  to  the  public,  abolished  the  admission  fee,and 
in  consequenece  the  opera  house  was  crowded  with  friends  of  the 
school.  The  bright  scenes  of  graduation  were  shadowed  by  the  loss  of 
one  member  of  the  class,  apparently  destined  to  the  highest  honors  of 
school,  college  and  life.  Guy  Edmund  McWilliams,  prominent  in 
athletics,  brilliant  in  study  and  influential  in  school  affairs,  was  sud- 
denly smitten — seemingly  in  perfect  health.  He  has  left  a  spotless 
record  and  a  beautiful  example  of  a  joyous,  blameless  life  in  home, 
school  and  church. 

Although  the  opening  of  the  term  found  Miss  Gertrude  Hufman  in 
failing  health,  she  herocially  conducted  her  school  at  its  unvarying 
high  standard  until  February  when  her  strength  quite  gave  way,  and 
she  reluctantly  laid  down  the  work  so  cheerfully,  enthusiastically  and 
happily  carried  on  for  twenty  years.  Weeks  of  intense  suffering  fol- 
lowed, patiently,  smiling  borne,  though  with  full  knowledge  that 
death  only  could  bring  relief.  At  length  when  all  Nature  was  arising 
to  a  new  life,  her  undaunted  spirit  also  sought  a  new  life.  We  would 
not  call  her  back  from  the  happiness  for  which  so  pure  and  beautiful 
a  life-work  must  have  fitted  her. 

Year  by  year  we  find  a  closer  sympathy  between  home  and  school. 
This  has  been  brought  about  largely  by  our  system  of  reporting  to 
parents,  and  by  encouraging  the  parents  to  visit  the  schools,  especially 
when  teachers  and  pupils  have  worked  hard  to  prepare  a  programme 
for  some  special  occasion.  In  this  way  a  better  sense  of  each  one's 
responsibilities  is  fostered,  and  every  year  there  are  fewer  misunder- 
standings between  parents  and  teachers  and  less  reluctance  at  home 
to  sustain  the  teacher.  Each  year,  in  fact,  brings  a  fuller  realization 
of  the  community  of  interest  and  oneness  of  purpose  of  the  true  parent 
and  the  true  teacher. 


SHARON— J.  A.  McLaughry. 


The  work  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  satis- 
factory.    An  attempt  has  been  made  to  raise  the  grade,  and  the  new 
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course  of  study,  which  was  adopted  one  year  ago  was  followed.  Our 
aim  has  been  not  to  see  how  much  we  can  do  but  how  well. 

A  special  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  the  pupils  in  good  read- 
ing, that  they  may  cultivate  a  taste  for  the  best  literature.  The  mem- 
orizing of  the  best  selections  has  been  required  through  the  grades, 
each  pupil  having  committed  from  six  to  ten  selections.  This  was 
done  not  only  by  the  bright  pupils,  but  each  child  was  required  to  re- 
cite the  selection  before  the  school.'  In  grade  six  and  above,  the  pupils 
have  been  required  to  read  certain  books  selected  from  a  list  prepared 
by  the  superintendent.  We  have  a  large  and  well  selected  library, 
and  it  is  the  source  of  great  benefit  and  enjoyment  to  our  pupils.  Dur- 
ing the  last  year  about  150  new  volumes  were  added. 

Our  teachers  have  been  faithful  and  taken  every  opportunity  to  im- 
prove professionally. 

Each  year  we  have  less  sickness  among  our  pupils,  and  during  the 
last  year  it  was  remarkable  how  little  there  was.  This  must  be  attri- 
buted to  the  enforcing  of  the  recently  enacted  health  laws,  by  an 
efficient  board  of  health. 

Our  board  of  education  perceiving  the  general  prosperity  of  our 
city,  and  the  advancement  of  wages  in  the  different  kinds  of  business, 
increased  the  salaries  of  our  teachers  from  five  to  ten  per  cent. 


SHENANDOAH— el.  W.  Cooper. 


During  the  past  year  there  was  no  special  innovation  in  the  man- 
agement or  work  of  tfce  Shenandoah  schools.  It  was  a  year  of  active 
progressive  work  on  the  part  of  all  connected  with  our  schools.  The 
work  was  pushed  along  the  lines  laid  down  during  the  previous  years. 
The  revision  of  the  wrork  in  the  sub-grammar  grade  and  in  the  third 
aud  fourth  intermediate  grades,  which  was  begun  the  year  before,  was 
completed.  The  same  regularity  in  attendance  and  industry  in  ap- 
plication that  have  characterized  our  schools  in  the  past  were  dis- 
played by  most  of  our  native  born  pupils  and  by  part  of  those  of  for- 
eign nationality.  We  have  in  our  midst  many  children  of  foreign 
born  citizens  who  do  not  see  the  advantages  of  our  free  schools  and 
who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  same.  These  children  attend 
school  only  so  far  as  they  are  compelled.  The  case  which  our  last 
report  said  was  pending  in  our  county  courts  has  never  been  called  for 
trial.  The  failure  to  try  this  case  has  made  many  of  our  people  have 
less  regard  for  the  compulsory  educational  law  and  rendered  its  en- 
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forcement  much  more  difficult.  Yet  with  the  earnest  support  of  a 
corps  of  active  energetic  teachers  and  a  proficient  and  determined 
attendance  officer,  we  obtained  a  percentage  in  attendance  creditable 
to  the  community  and  a'  proficiency  in  work  for  which  our  teachers 
may  feel  well  satisfied. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  which  were  held  on  the  first  and  the  third 
Monday  of  each  month  were  well  attended  and  were  quite  helpful  to 
all  who  participated.  Many  valuable  papers  prepared  by  the  teachers 
were  read,  and  much  study  was  given  to  the  subjects  of  School  Man- 
agement, Methods  of  Instruction  and  English  Grammar. 

The  failure  of  a  former  receiver  of  taxes  to  collect  and  pay  to  the 
treasurer  the  taxes  levied,  somewhat  embarrassed  us,  financially,  dur- 
ing the  year.  For  that  reason  there  were  very  few  repairs  made  upon 
our  buildings.  Our  expenses  were  retrenched  in  every  quarter.  Our 
teachers'  salaries,  as  it  is  too  often  the  case  when  the  curtailment  of 
the  expenses  of  schools  is  necessary,  were  reduced  and  our  term 
shortened.  This  reduction  of  salaries  the  writer  greatly  regretted,  as 
our  teachers  who  are  progressive  and  faithful  were  not  over-paid,  and 
he  hopes  that  soon  their  salaries  will  be  raised,  at  least,  to  our  old 
schedule  rates. 

In  the  school  savings  bank  which  was  introduced  near  the  close 
of  last  term,  many  of  our  pupils  have  become  depositors.  They  have 
deposited  twenty  one  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents 
and  have  withdrawn  four  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  twenty-two 
cents,  leaving  to  their  credit  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  fifty-four  cents. 

During  the  year  there  were  only  a  few  new  books  added  to  our  pub- 
lic school  library.  The  interest  in  the  library  is  still  in  a  healthful 
state  and  has  not  in  the  least  abated.  The  circulation  is  still  on  the 
increase.     There  were  during  the  year  23,658  issues  of  books. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  E.  Wilt. 


The  schools  of  the  borough  of  South  Bethlehem  have  been  making 
commendable  progress  during  the  term  of  1898-'99.  Thoroughness  is 
apparent  in  a  larger  proportion  of  the  work  now  than  heretofore. 
This  condition  is  largely  due,  we  think,  to  the  belief,  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers,  that  they  are  responsible  for  results. 

Language,  drawing,  literature,  vocal  music,  general  history  and 
natural  history,  heretofore  considered  dry  and  difficult  studies,  have 
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received  special  attention  during  the  few  years  past,  and  the  result 
is  that  both  teachers  and  pupils  now  look  upon  those  exercises  as  the 
most  interesting  and  profitable  of  all  lessons.  Supplementary  read- 
ing has  become  a  valuable  educational  factor  in  our  schools.  The 
fact  that  children  should  read  beyond  the  mere  text  book  is  so  gen- 
erally acknowledged  that  our  patrons,  through  the  directors,  their  rep- 
resentatives, have  been  quite  liberal  in  placing  before  each  pupil  the 
necessary  books  to  stimulate  a  desire  for  knowledge,  and  at  the  same 
time  cultivate  a  taste  for  good  literature. 

Considerable  effort  was  directed  towards  laying  the  foundation  for 
good  penmanship  and  good  reading  in  the  grades  below  the  high 
school.     If  wrong  habits  are  formed  here,  they  are  hard  to  break. 

Our  high  school  is  in  excellent  working  order.  It  is  a  source  of 
great  satisfaction  to  our  citizens  that  the  graduates  of  our  high  school 
can  meet  successfully  the  examinations  of  the  best  colleges  in  America 
without  going  to  a  preparatory  school;  that  they  are  prepared  to  take 
up  any  branch  in  the  commercial  industries,  or  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing. 

School  holidays  were  observed  with  appropriate  exercises.  We  do 
not  consider  school  holidays  as  days  of  rest,  but  as  days  set  aside  for 
special  work. 

The  school  directors  have  given  liberal  encouragement  to  teachers 
in  their  efforts  to  make  the  desired  progress  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  their  work,  and  the  work  of  the  teachers  has  been  character- 
ized with  zeal  and  earnestness. 

The  board  of  directors  has  manifested  its  love  for  our  country  by 
placing  a  large  national  flag  on  each  of  the  school  buildings,  expecting 
thus  to  teach  the  pupils  to  take  pride  in  the  emblem  of  our  liberty. 


SOUTH  EASTON— A.  J.  LaBarre. 


In  submitting  this,  the  last  annual  report  to  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lis  Instruction  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  those  with  whom  I 
have  labored  during  the  past  four  years.  The  borough  of  South 
Easton  having  been  annexed  to  the  city  of  Easton,  the  schools  of  the 
borough  merged  with  the  city  schools  on  the  first  Monday  in  June, 
1899.  The  Department  has  received  from  time  to  time  the  statistical 
reports  for  the  past  year  and  I  can  now  only  sum  up  in  a  brief  way  the 
work  of  the  scholastic  year. 
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The  work  in  the  schools  has  been  fairly  well  done  and  the  progress 
developed  is  somewhat  encouraging.  We  graduated  a  class  from 
the  high  school  of  twenty-seven,  twelve  males  and  fifteen  females. 
One  young  man  entered  Lafayette  College  and  one  young  lady  passed 
the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  entered  the  senior  class  at  the  East 
Stroudsburg  Normal  School.  Other  3roung  men  of  the  class  were  pre- 
pared for  college  entrance  but  did  not  register  from  lack  of  funds. 

The  teachers  in  general  have  been  faithful  and  painstaking,  work- 
ing earnestly  to  secure  the  best  results  for  their  pupils.  The  attend- 
ance for  the  month  of  June  has  fallen  below  the  normal  from  the  fact 
that  many  went  out  to  work  and  others  were  waiting  for  the  re-organi- 
zation necessary  to  conform  to  the  city  system.  It  is  hoped  that  under 
the  new  regime  the  schools  will  still  further  advance  and  the  people 
will  rejoice  because  of  the  greater  facilities  and  benefits  to  be  gained. 

Progress  means  that  all  shall  work  intelligently  and  in  greatest 
harmony,  no  depending  upon  others,  but  each  must  do  all  possible 
for  himself. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  uniform  kindness  it  has 
ever  shown  to  this, now  defunct  borough,  and  to  all  those  whose  official 
relations  to  the  schools  brought  us  in  touch  with  one  another. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


Notwithstanding  the  several  drawbacks  with  which  we  had  to 
contend,  the  year's"  work  in  the  public  schools  was  creditable.  The 
extreme  heat  throughout  a  portion  of  September,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  compulsory  vaccination  ordinance  on  the  part  of  the  bor- 
ough council  contributed  to  lessen  the  percentage  of  attendance  for 
the  term.  It  was  also  our  misfortune  to  have  more  sickness  on  the 
part  of  teachers  than  in  any  previous  year  in  our  history.  In  the  pre- 
ceding year  substitute  teachers  were  employed  but  twenty-six  days 
on  account  of  the  illness  of  regular  teachers.  This  year  that  number 
was  increased  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  days.  These  conditions 
could  not  help  but  interfere  with  the  best  results  possible.  In  or- 
ganizing the  schools  for  the  year  it  was  found  that  the  primary  grades 
in  certain  localities  would  be  very  much  overcrowded.  To  relieve  the 
situation  the  board  erected  a  temporary  building  on  the  high  school 
campus.  This  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  schools  in  that  locality 
to  their  proper  size  but  it  did  not  furnish  the  necessary  relief  in  other 
portions  of  the  town.     The  increase  in  the  high  school  enrollment  in 
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connection  with  the  gradual  increase  in  the  school  population  of  the 
town,  has  made  it  necessary  to  provide  accommodations  of  a  perma- 
nent character,  accordingly  the  board  recently  decided  to  erect  a  new 
high  school  building  during  the  coming  year.  This  building  when 
completed  will  afford  the  necessary  accommodations  for  years  to 
come.  The  plan  provides  as  follows:  First  floor,  seven  grammar 
school  rooms,  public  library,  offices  of  board  and  superintendent  and 
supply  rooms;  second  floor,  main  high  school  room,  chemical  and 
physical  laboratories,  four  regular  recitation  rooms,  teachers'  room 
and  principal's  office;  third  floor,  an  assembly  hall  capable  of  seating 
over  twelve  hundred  persons  and  a  drawing  room.  The  building  will 
be  substantial  in  its  structure.  It  will  be  well  lighted  and  heated 
and  ventilated  according  to  the  most  approved  methods. 

During  the  year  the  four  years'  course  in  the  high  school  was  put 
into  operation.  By  completing  it  pupils  will  be  enabled  to  enter 
either  a  classical  of  a  technical  college  without  further  preparation 
and  those  who  do  not  anticipate  a  college  course  will  have  a  good 
secondarv  education. 


SUNBURY— C.  D.  Oberdorf. 


The  annual  school  term  closed  on  Thursday  June  1,  and  with  it  my 
second  term  as  borough  superintendent. 

Work  in  the  various  departments  has  moved  along  quietly  in  the 
right  direction,  and  the  course  of  study,  slightly  increased  in  the  high 
school  department,  was  more  thoroughly  completed  this  year  than 
has  ever  been  the  case  before. 

Normal  graduates,  and  graduates  from  our  high  school  fill  most  of 
the  positions  as  teachers,  and  each  year  the  corps  has  been  growing 
more  efficient. 

Drawing  under  the  special  supervision  of  Miss  Carleton,  a  lady  of 
marked  proficiency,  and  with  experience  in  this  line  of  work,  has  been 
introduced  into  all  the  grades,  and  the  results  have  surpassed  our 
hrighest  expectations. 

Forty  regular  teachers  and  four  supply  teachers  constitute  our 
corps,  and  our  school  population  has  increased  somewhat  during  the 
past  year,  the  enrollment  being  more  than  twenty  one  hundred. 

Our  high  school  is  growing  yearly  and  is  comfortably  accommo- 
dated on  the  second  floor  of  the  splendid  new  building  erected  during 
the  summer  of  1897. 
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This  year  there  were  twenty  graduates;  thirteen  young  ladies,  and 
seven  young  gentlemen.  The  class  of  '99  has  the  honor  of  having  com- 
pleted a  broader  course  of  study,  than  has  ever  before  been  completed 
by  a  graduating  class,  and  with  a  higher  general  average  than  that 
of  any  former  class. 

This  certainly  indicates  progress  and  a  healthy  growing  condition 
in  this  department. 

The  high  school  commencement,  always  an  event  of  great  interest 
in  the  lives  of  the  graduates  and  their  friends,  was  a  complete  success, 
and  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  participants  and  those  who  aided 
in  preparing  them  for  their  final  work. 

A  large  enthusiastic  audience,  completely  filled  the  spacious  high 
school  auditorium,  and  manifested  their  appreciation  of  the  work 
done  by  the  graduates,  by  hearty  and  continued  applause. 

It  was  without  doubt  the  most  interesting  and  meritorious  com- 
mencement ever  held  in  our  city,  and  our  citizens  have  naught  but 
words  of  praise  for  the  excellent  results  of  our  public  school  work,  as 
is  manifested  in  the  efforts  of  the  graduates,  at  these  annual  com- 
mencement exercises. 

The  "Ward  System"  of  reading  was  tried  in  several  of  our  first  grade 
schools  during  the  year,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
The  system  is  simple,  practical  and  unattended  by  the  difficulties  of 
other  phonetic  methods.  By  the  aid  of  manuals  furnished  for  teachers, 
the  system  may  be  used  successfully  with  any  series  of  readers.  We 
hope  to  see  it  introduced  into  all  the  primary  schools  within  the  next 
year. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  twice  each  month  for  all  the  teachers, 
and  grade  meetings  at  the  call  of  the  superintendent.  The  meetings 
were  held  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session,  lasting 
from  one  to  two  hours. 

They  were  well  attended,  the  subjects  discussed  were  of  practical 
interest  to  all  teachers  and  had  a  healthful  influence  upon  our  schools. 

We  have  yet  a  school  board  of  eighteen  members,  selected  two  from 
each  ward,  and  too  often  selected  without  any  regard  whatever  to 
actual  fitness. 

"A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing;"  but  an  illiterate  person  on 
a  school  board,  we  consider  in  this  day,  to  be  a  public  calamity.  Yet 
both  these  conditions  exist  in  our  own  district  and  are  sure  to  occur 
in  any  small  school  district,  with  a  large  unwieldy  school  board. 

We  are  of  the  firm  opinion,  based  upon  experience,  that  the  school 
board  of  six,  elected  at  large,  as  was  formerly  done,  and  as  is  done 
to-day  in  Wilkes-Barre  and  other  cities  throughout  the  State,  is  far 
better,  than  to  have  large  unwieldy  boards,  selected  from  wards,  and 
often  bigoted,  narrow  minded  or  uneducated,  thus  proving  a  positive 
barrier  to  the  progress  of  schools. 
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In  conclusion,  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  in  the  face  of  some 
drawbacks,  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that  teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  have  put  forth  earnest  intelligent  efforts  to  keep  our  schools 
in  the  line  of  progress,  and  to  maintain  in  them  the  highest  possible 
standard  of  excellence. 

After  eighteen  years  of  labor  devoted  exclusively  to  the  interests 
of  the  Sunbury  schools,  duriug  which  time  we  have  increased  from 
twelve  (12)  teachers  to  forty-four  (44)  and  from  a  school  population  of 
six  hundred  and  eighy-three  (683)  to  a  school  population  of  twenty- 
one  hundred  (2,100)  during  which  time  our  course  of  study  has  been 
broadened,  our  system  of  grading  gradually  improved,  our  high  school, 
in  which  graduation,  and  graduating  exercises  were  unknown,  has 
been  so  extended  and  strengthened,  as  to  admit  graduates  into  our 
leading  colleges  and  to  fit  them  for  business  occupations;  having  ac- 
complished this,  we  are  glad  to  state  that  our  departure  is  not  the 
wish  of  the  public,  nor  of  the  teachers,  nor  of  the  pupils,  nor  of  the 
alumni,  nor  of  the  graduates  and  undergraduates,  nor  of  the  directors 
who  have  known  me  longest  and  best,  and  who  have  the  best  interests 
of  our  schools  at  heart.  All  the  above,  almost  to  a  unit  are  and  have 
been  undeviating  in  their  loyalty  to  me,  the  best  of  evidence  to  me. 
that  my  labors  have  not  been  in  vain,  but  that  they  have  been  gen- 
erally, and  heartly  appreciated. 

Thankful  to  the  Department  for  past  favors  always  willingly 
granted,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 


TAMAQUA— E.  F.  Ditchburn. 


I  don't  know  that  I  can  tell  of  any  great  changes  that  took  place  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  As  it  was  in  the  year  before  so  it  was  in  the  year 
just  ended.  We  still  have  24  schools,  a  ten  months'  term,  and  six 
school  directors.  I  think  we  have  a  prospect  of  six  more  schools  be- 
fore another  year  rolls  by.  The  progress  of  our  pupils  has  been  most 
satisfactory. 

We  enrolled  1,500  pupils,  70  more  than  the  year  before. 
During  the  last  six  years  the  increase  of  pupils  has  been  25  per  cent, 
and  the  monthly  enrollment  30  per  cent,  and  such  the  daily  average. 

We  graduated  seventeen  pupils  from  our  high  school,  fourteen  girls 
and  three  boys.  If  graduation  is  a  proof  of  superior  education,  then 
there  is  something  going  wrong.     Under  such    conditions,    eleven 
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girls  will  have  to  mate  with  lower  grade  men.  We  hear  a  good  deal 
about  women's  rights;  in  education  especially  at  graduation  it  seems 
to  me  that  women  get  all  the  rights.  Now  I  do  not  think  it  is  right 
that  one  part  of  humanity  should  be  so  favored  by  both  nature  and 
art. 

The  popularity  was  never  so  great  as  at  present;  complaints  are 
few  and  far  between. 

We  held  our  commencement  exercises  June  23,  1899,  and  as  usual 
only  half  the  people  could  be  admitted. 


TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


Nothing  unusual  has  marked  the  work  of  our  schools  during  the 
past  year.  There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  work  of  the 
grades,  and  we  think,  decided  progress  along  the  lines  of  standard 
work.  Our  pupils  are  doing  more  studying  and  show  a  corresponding 
increase  in  mental  power.  We  are  paying  more  attention  to  arrang- 
ing a  course  of  reading  for  our  grades,  both  in  the  matter  of  time  de- 
voted to  the  subject  and  in  variety  of  work.  Each  grade  reads  from 
eight  to  twelve  books,  in  which  standard  literature  finds  a  large  place. 
Already  we  see  good  results,  and  hope  for  still  better  things  in  the 
future. 

All  the  elementary  studies  are  now  completed  in  the  ward  schools, 
including  United  States  history,  civil  government  and  book-keeping. 
The  strengthening  of  the  work  in  the  high  school  as  a  result  is  very 
marked. 

Our  board  has  decided  to  establish  a  kindergarten  in  one  of  the  ward 
schools  the  coming  year.  We  hope  this  is  the  beginning  of  a  perma- 
nent svstem  for  all  our  schools. 


UNIONTOWN— Lee  Smith. 


I  hereby  submit  my  third  annual  report — year  1898-9 — of  the  public 
schools  of  Uniontown.  The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,661;  aver- 
age attendance  1,218. 

We  have  little  to  report  that  is  new.  During  the  past  year  no  radi- 
cal changes  have  taken  placr- 
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Our  schools,  however,  have  made  some  progress — a  growth  which 
we  believe  is  substantial. 

We  have  now  fully  in  operation  a  flexible  system  of  grading, 
whereby  the  intervals  between  classes  is  about  six  weeks  in  all  grades 
except  the  high  school.  The  plan  works  very  satisfactorily.  It  is 
of  great  benefit  to  both  the  strong  and  the  weaker  pupils. 

During  the  year,  three  of  our  teachers,  Misses  Hannah  Jefferis, 
Drue  Patton  and  Minnie  Springer,"  prepared  for  and  passed  the  ex- 
amination for  permanent  certificates. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  we  graduated  from  the  high  school  a  class 
of  fourteen  young  ladies  and  four  young  men.  By  charging  an  admis- 
sion fee,  the  exercises  netted  §107,  which  will  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chasing of  books  for  the  public  school  library.  A  class  of  thirly-three 
was  admitted  from  the  grammar  to  the  high  school  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  much  good  work.  The  school  di- 
rectors and  the  teachers  have  been  earnest  in  desire  and  co-operation 
for  the  advancement  of  the  schools.  The  general  work  has  shown 
gradual  improvement,  in  some  cases  slow,  others  more  rapid.  Special 
emphasis  has  been  placed,  in  all  the  schools,  on  the  improvement  of 
the  work  in  English.  The  plans  adopted  a  year  ago,  to  enrich  the 
English  course,  were  used,  and  the  results  showed  that  the  efforts  to 
get  better  work  in  oral  and  written  composition  are  successful. 

Sewing  was  introduced  into  the  Gay  street  schools.  The  girls  were 
interested  from  the  start,  and  much  progress  has  been  made.  The 
system  used  makes  sewing  an  educational  factor  as  truly  as  the  other 
forms  of  industrial  training  heretofore  in  the  schools.  The  reason  for 
each  step  in  marking,  cutting  and  sewing,  is  carefully  given,  so  that 
the  pupils  may  act  intelligently.  The  work  is  well  planned  and  ac 
curately  done.  In  addition,  the  skillful  use  of  the  scissors  and  needle, 
with  good  judgment  in  the  selection  of  material  adds  much  to  '.he  life 
equipment  of  any  woman,  no  matter  what  her  station  or  avocation. 

In  every  community  there  are  children  who  become  irregular  in 
their  attendance  at  school,  lose  interest  in  their  studies,  and  finally  be- 
come truants.  The  compulsory  attendance  law  allows  the  attendance 
officer  to  look  up  pupils  as  soon  as  they  are  absent;  consequently,  it  is 
impossible  for  pupils  to  be  truants  without  the  knowledge  of  their 
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parents  and  the  school  authorities.  If  parents  are  in  accord  with 
the  schools  and  can  manage  their  children,  there  are  very  few  pupils 
that  become  habitual  truants.  The  attendance  officer  has  so  far  had 
the  co-operation  of  parents  even  when  pupils  have  been  placed  in  re- 
formatory institutions  outside  the  school  district.  The  State  needs 
reformatory  schools,  where  children  who  become  incorrigible  in 
school,  can  be  placed  and  be  led  into  habits  of  rectitude.  It  is  a 
wrong  to  place  such  children  in  penal  institutions  among  criminals. 

The  teachers  in  the  first  four  grades  did  much  good  work  in  nature 
study.  The  object  in  their  teaching  was  not  to  teach  science  for  its 
own  sake,  but  to  develop  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  nature  about  the 
pupils,  to  arouse  activity  in  searching  for  resemblances  and  contrasts 
among  animate  objects,  and  to  beget  a  love  for  the  beauties  of  nature. 
Pupils  are  invariably  interested  in  this  work,  while  the  teachers  have 
not  only  a  world  full  of  working  material  but  a  wealth  of  aid  to  such 
instruction  in  prose  and  poetry.  Instead  of  being  an  added  branch 
of  study  we  find  it  a  subject  excellently  adapted  to  supplement  in  writ- 
ing, reading,  spelling  and  drawing. 

Gaining  from  the  suggestions  of  the  kindergarten,  our  primary 
schools  are  each  year  adapting  themselves  more  and  more  to  the  re- 
quirements of  child  life.  The  first  grade  should  have  in  its  teaching 
and  government  enough  of  the  semblance  of  the  home  to  make  the 
transition  of  the  six  year  old  child  easy  and  natural.  Our  best 
teachers  are  induced  to  work  in  the  lowest  grades.  The  salary  is 
greater,  the  number  of  pupils  less,  and  more  working  material  is  al- 
lowed. 

In  the  grades  above  the  primary  excellent  progress  has  been  made 
in  penmanship,  composition  and  reading.  The  writing  is  always 
legible,  the  composition  is  improving  and  in  reading  the  difficulty  is 
to  get  sufficient  matter.  The  public  library,  which  was  made  free 
last  year,  has  been  extensively  used  by  the  teachers  in  getting  work 
supplementary  to  the  lessons.  The  reading  thus  obtained  has  been 
potent  in  broadening  the  work  done  in  the  school  room.  The  teacher 
can,  in  great  measure,  direct  the  reading  of  her  pupils,  thus  having 
them  form  habits  that  will  be  beneficial  throughout  life.  The  public 
library  and  the  school  are  supplmental  to  each  other.  The  youth 
whose  reading  habit  is  well  formed  when  he  leaves  school,  is  not  likely 
to  become  a  loafer;  his  books  are  more  attractive  companions. 

The  pupils  in  the  higher  grades  as  a  rule  spend  as  much  time  at 
study  outside  of  school  hours  as  is  desirable.  The  problem,  however, 
is  how  to  get  them  to  take  proper  recreation.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  pupils  in  our  high  school  take  no  exercise  at  all  except  the  walk 
to  and  from  school.  With  sufficient  recreation,  the  pupil  will  enjoy 
better  health  and  also  acquire  greater  ability  to  do  intensive  study  in 
school. 
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WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


Permit  me  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  public  schools  of 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

There  have  been  enrolled  during  the  year  eight  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pupils.  This  number  is  an  increase  over  last  year 
of  one  hundred  and  sixteen,  but  is  not  equal  to  the  yearly  increase  of 
the  past  nine  years. 

A  very  fine  grammar  school  building  was  erected  and  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  building  is  located  on 
South  Main  street,  on  a  well  chosen  site,  contains  twelve  school 
rooms  and  two  recitation  rooms,  and  in  its  equipment  and  finish,  is  the 
model  school  building  of  the  city. 

The  school  buildings  are  all  kept  in  very  good  shape  by  the  careful 
attention  of  the  board.  Timely  repairs  are  made,  paper  and  paint  are 
not  spared  in  keeping  the  rooms  new  and  attractive  in  appearance,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  building  receives  first  and  most  careful  at- 
tention, and  in  every  way,  it  may  be  said,  the  greatest  solicitude  is 
shown  for  the  comfort,  health  and  proper  environment  of  the  children 
in  our  schools. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two,  out  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-one 
teachers,  hold  high  grade  certificates,  only  nine  hold  provisional  cer- 
tificates, and  one  hundred  and  eight  are  Normal  School  graduates. 
Teachers  who  do  satisfactory  work  are  certain  to  be  re-employed. 
Since  the  schools  of  the  city  have  consolidated  and  become  one  school 
district,  no  teacher  has  been  dropped  to  give  another  a  place. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  are  good;  some  of  them  are  not  so  high  as 
in  other  cities,  but  more  teachers  get  a  good  salary  in  Wilkes-Barre 
than  in  most  cities  of  its  size.  The  feeling  that  merit  will  be  recog- 
nized, and  that  the  position  is  permanent  where  good  service  is  ren- 
dered, is  very  attractive  to  teachers  and  enables  the  board  to  hold  a 
very  efficient  corps  at  a  reasonable  salary. 

These  facts  are  presented  in  this  report  not  to  induce  comparison,  or 
to  intimate  that  conditions  are  above  other  places,  but  to  emphasize 
the  smooth  and  harmonious  working  of  the  school  system  in  this  city, 
and  to  show  that  whatever  of  excellence  we  can  claim  as  to  results,  is 
due  to  these  favorable  conditions;  and  to  say  further,  that  in  any 
school  district  conditions  favoring  the  highest  possible  results  in  edu- 
cation rest  with  the  school  board. 

We  have  a  board  of  six  members  in  this  city,  elected  at  large.  Their 
interest  is  in  the  schools  of  the  city  as  a  whole  and  not  in  any  par 
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ticular  ward  or  section.  The  board  is  made  up  of  men  of  ability,  some 
of  them  having  served  for  many  years  as  directors.  Their  policy  has 
always  been  to  get  the  most  for  the  children  out  of  every  dollar  ex- 
pended, with  a  willingness  to  spend  all  that  was  necessary  to  make 
the  schools  efficient,  and  at  the  same  time,  guard  the  people's  money 
against  unnecessary  expenditure. 

The  treasurer  is  selected  outside  of  the  board  and,  instead  of  receiv- 
ing a  percentage  on  the  money  passing  through  his  hands,  pays  the 
district  a  small  rate  of  interest  on  all  balances.  The  secretary  re- 
ceives the  nominal  salary  of  twenty-four  dollars  per  year,  while  a  clerk 
is  employed  at  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  do  the  work.  The 
spirit  of  the  board  is  shown  in  their  determination  to  give  the  com- 
munity their  services  without  compensation.  The  members  of  the 
board  could  legitimately  through  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer 
receive  many  hundreds  of  dollars  every  year. 

The  expenditures  the  past  year  for  all  purposes  were  1214,795.94. 
Two  per  cent,  of  this  sum  amounts  to  $4,295.71.  Adding  to  this  $1,000 
for  a  secretary,  which  would  not  be  considered  exorbitant  in  view  of 
the  business  done,  and  there  is  a  sum  of  over  five  thousand  dollars 
turned  back  to  the  schools  by  these  public  spirited  men.  Here  is  an 
example  worthy  of  imitation  in  these  times,  an  act  that  certainly 
ought  to  be  appreciated  by  their  constituents,  and  a  devotion  to  a 
noble  cause  that  must  stimulate  every  person  connected  with  the  city 
schools  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts. 

It  should  be  said  also  that  the  political  party  to  which  a  candidate 
belongs  is  not  considered  when  electing  school  directors.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  voters  do  not  know  the  political  views  of  their 
school  directors.  They  only  know  them  as  competent  school  men  who 
have  devoted  time  and  talent  in  building  up  the  school  system  of  the 
city.  With  a  community  interested  in  the  public  schools  capable  of 
selecting,  appreciating,  and  retaining  such  men  at  the  head  of  the 
schools,  with  such  a  school  board,  and  such  a  corps  of  teachers,  it  is 
not  surprising  that  the  schools  should  grow  in  interest  and  efficiency, 
that  they  should  move  harmoniously,  and  that  the  results  should  be 
very  satisfactory. 

While  the  attendance  in  the  primary  schools  has  kept  up  to  past 
years,  the  capacity  of  the  rooms  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  grammar 
schools  are  taxed  to  their  fullest  capacity.  It  will  be  necessary  next 
year  to  open  three  additional  rooms  to  accommodate  the  pupils  in  the 
seventh  year  grades.  Xinety-one  per  cent  of  the  pupils  enrolled  at 
the  close  of  the  term  were  promoted,  not  including  the  first  year 
pupils,  and  including  the  first  year  pupils  seventy-nine  per  cent.  There 
were  advanced  from  grammar  A  grade  to  first  year  high  school  144 
pupils,  and  from  first  to  second  year  high  school  191.  There  were 
graduated  from  the  several  courses  of  the  high  school  131  pupils. 
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The  work  has  been  good  in  all  departments,  and  while  we  feel  great 
satisfaction  at  the  work  done  on  the  culture  side  of  education,  the 
more  directly  useful  and  disciplinary  side  has  not  been  neglected. 

The  work  in  English  grammar  was  never  done  better.  Especial 
emphasis  was  given  to  arithmetic.  Reading  has  had  its  usual  careful 
attention  with  results  highly  pleasing.  Literature  and  composition 
have  been  studied  with  growing  interest  and  profit. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Charles  Lose. 


In  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  compulsory  schol  law  during 
the  last  year,  we  served  1,058  written  notices  and  283  verbal  notices  on 
delinquent  parents  and  guardians,  eight  notices  on  the  superinten- 
dents of  various  manufacturing  plants,  and  eight  notices  on  tobacco 
stores  and  pool  rooms,  and  arrested  eleven  persons  for  refusing  or 
failing  to  comply  with  the  law,  who  were  compelled  to  pay  fines  and 
costs.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  found  that  out  of  the  212  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  eight  and  sixteen  who  had  not  attended 
school  126  days,  or  70  per  cent,  of  the  time,  sixty-five,  who  were  over 
thirteen  years  of  age,  had  been  engaged  in  useful  employment  and 
eighty-six  had  presented  a  physician's  certificate  stating  that  they 
were  unable  to  attend  regularly.  This  left  sixty-one  children  who  had 
not  attended  the  entire  12G  days  and  who  had  no  good  excuse  for  poor 
attendance.  When  it  is  remembered  that  this  last  number  includes 
those  children  whose  parents  had  been  arrested,  for  failing  to  comply 
with  the  law,  the  children  who  had  moved  out  of  the  city  before  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  the  children  who  had  not  started  to  school 
promptly  and  whose  names  did  not  appear  on  any  teacher's  roll  for 
several  wTeeks  after  the  opening  of  school,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  com- 
pulsory school  law  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  enforced  in  this  city. 

These  results  in  attendance  have  been  accomplished  without  a  tru- 
ant school  and  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  a  vigilant,  conscientious 
truant  officer,  who  has  had  the  hearty  support  and  prompt  assistance 
of  teachers  and  school  officials. 

It  is  true  we  still  have  an  average  of  about  30  truant  cases  each 
month;  but  the  time  lost  by  truancy  is  very  much  less  than  it  was 
formerly,  since  now  a  truant  can  hot  be  out  of  school  more  than  a  few 
hours  until  he  is  apprehended  and  returned  to  his  work,  and  the 
habitual  truant  has  become  a  rare  exception  in  our  schools.  I  am 
entirely  satisfied  that  a  rigid  enforcement  of  this  law  will  ultimately 
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work  a  great  good  to  a  class  of  children  to  whom  education  opens  the 
only  avenue  out  of  pauperism  and  vice. 

Instead  of  holding  the  annual  institute  for  one  week,  as  usual,  we 
this  year  had  an  extra  week,  which  was  devoted  to  primary  work  and 
vertical  penmanship.  The  experiment  was  so  successful  that  it  will 
be  tried  again  the  coming  year.  By  this  plan  we  are  enabled  to  do  so 
much  of  that  work  that  is  purely  technical  and  in  which  each  grade  of 
teachers  must  be  instructed  separately,  that  we  can  devote  most  of  the 
time  of  the  regular  week  of  the  institute  to  general  subjects,  which 
benefit  all  of  the  teachers  alike.  The  week  just  preceding  the  week  of 
the  institute  is  taken  for  this  additional  work,  and  the  programme  so 
arranged  that  teachers  need  be  present  only  during  the  periods  when 
the  work  of  their  particular  grade  is  taken  up. 

Two  teachers  were  added  to  our  high  school  corps  during  the  year, 
one  to  teach  shorthand  and  typewriting  in  the  commercial  department 
and  the  other  to  teach  miscellaneous  branches  in  the  high  school. 
Our  high  school,  including  the  commercial  department  now  numbers 
nearly  400  and  graduates  each  year  a  class  of  about  60  pupils. 

The  principal  of  the  high  school,  in  his  annual  report  to  the  superin- 
tendent, says,  "There  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  our  gradu- 
ates wTho  take  collegiate  courses.  This  year,  there  are  eleven  who  ex- 
pect to  enter  college  next  fall.  It  is  to  the  advantage  of  these  pupils 
and  to  the  credit  of  the  school  that  most  of  the  colleges  are  ready  to 
accept  our  diploma  instead  of  the  usual  entrance  examination.  Such 
close  affiliation  with  the  colleges  is  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  school 
and  to  the  city.  This  valuable  relation  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that 
our  graduates  have  acquitted  themselves  creditably  wherever  they 
have  been  admitted  to  collegiate  work." 

About  the  teachers  of  the  high  school,  he  says  "Our  teachers  are  be- 
coming specialists,  arousing  greater  interests  in  their  classes  and 
teaching  their  subjects  with  a  high  degree  of  proficiency.  Five  or 
possibly  six  of  the  teachers  will  devote  the  greater  part  of  the  va- 
cation to  work  in  their  specialties.  Two  will  go  to  Cornell  for  Latin 
and  English,  one  or  two  will  attend  the  Sauveur  School  of  Languages 
at  Amherst,  one  will  study  and  collect  specimens  for  the  laboratory  at 
Cold  Springs,  another  is  studying  for  a  degree  at  Bucknell.  With 
such  a  spirit  among  the  teachers,  encouraged  and  sustained  by  the 
action  of  the  board,  the  high  school  will  be  a  steadily  increasing  influ- 
ence for  good  and  it  will  take  high  rank  among  the  schools  that  are 
destined  to  be  the  greatest  factors  in  the  popular  education  of  the 
United  States." 

During  the  time  covered  by  this  report,  our  schools  made  decided 
gains  along  several  lines  and  the  year  was  in  many  ways  a  prosperous 
one. 
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YORK— A.  Wanner. 


The  new  high  school  referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report,  is  about 
completed  and  will  be  occupied  in  September  next. 

Besides  being  admirably  adapted  to  school  purposes,  it  is  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city  and  a  lasting  testimony  of  the  forethought  and 
wisdom  of  our  school  controllers. 

It  is  the  intention  to  describe  the  structure,  with  illustrations,  in 
next  year's  report. 

Superintendent  and  teachers  have  labored  throughout  the  year  to 
improve  the  character  of  the  work  in  the  common  school  branches. 

A  truant -officer  was  employed  but  the  results  were  not  as  satis- 
factory as  last  year. 
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Reports  of  Principals 


State    Normal    Schools 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  successful  in 
our  school's  history.  Our  attendance  has  been  somewhat  larger  than 
in  any  previous  year,  and  the  work  of  the  school  has  been,  we  believe, 
better  than  ever  before.  Our  graduating  class  in  the  elementary 
course  numbered  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  besides  one  teacher  who 
got  a  State  certificate,  six  who  graduated  in  the  regular  normal 
course  and  one  who  graduated  in  the  scientific  course.  The  average 
time  spent  here  by  the  graduates  in  the  elementary  course,  not  in- 
cluding those  who  entered  the  senior  class  from  other  Normal  Schools, 
whose  whole  length  of  attendance  at  Normal  Schools  is  not  known 
to  us,  was  somewhat  more  than  one  hundred  and  eight  weeks,  or 
nearly  three  years.  This  includes  many  high  school  graduates,  most 
of  whom  were  able  to  finish  the  course  in  two  years,  and  a  very  few  in 
one  year.  This  seems  to  us  to  be  as  long  as  we  are  justified  in  keep- 
ing our  students  upon  the  studies  of  the  elementary  course,  for  many 
of  them  have  graduated  in  high  schools  before  coming  to  us,  and  all 
have  had  a  very  considerable  preparation  for  their  work. 
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It  is  noticeable  that  almost  all  who  enter  this  school  with  the  in- 
tention of  teaching  now  continue  until  they  graduate.  This  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  in  this  part 
of  the  State  for  beginners  to  secure  schools  at  all  without  being 
graduates  of  the  Normal  School. 

Our  most  serious  drawback  for  a  number  of  years  past  has  been  that 
we  have  not  had  a  model  school  of  adequate  size  for  our  work;  but  dur- 
ing the  past  year  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  school  board 
of  West  Chester  by  which  our  new  model  school  building  will  be  occu- 
pied as  one  of  the  public  schools  of  West  Chester.  Supt.  Addison 
Jones,  of  the  West  Chester  schools,  will  be  principal  of  the  model 
school.  The  members  of  the  senior  class,  under  the  supervision  of 
Superintendent  Jones  and  of  competent  teachers,  will  observe  and 
practice  as  it  has  not  been  possible  for  them  to  do  for  several  years. 
It  is  believed  that  this  arrangement  will  be  advantageous  not  only 
to  the  Normal  School  but  to  the  schools  of  West  Chester. 

During  the  past  winter  our  board  had  careful  plans  prepared  for  a 
new  model  school  building,  which  is  now  nearing  completion,  and 
which  will  be  ready  for  use  this  fall.  This  building  will  be  of  green- 
stone, like  our  other  buildings,  will  be  one  hundred  and  fourteen  by 
sixty-two  feet,  with  two  stories  above  a  high  basement.  There  will 
be  a  kindergarten  department,  six  large  school  rooms  and  a  number 
of  small  rooms  for  recitation  or  practice,  the  whole  accommodating, 
if  necessary,  not  less  than  three  hundred  scholars.  It  is  to  be  heated 
and  ventilated  by  an  improved  hot  air  fan  system  and  every  care  has 
been  taken  to  make  it  most  complete  and  satisfactory.  It  will  prob- 
ably be  the  handsomest  of  our  buildings.  Its  total  cost  will  be  not 
less  than  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Our  school  suffers  a  loss  in  the  fact  that  Dr.  A.  T.  Smith,  who  has  oc- 
cupied the  chair  of  pedagogy  for  a  number  of  years,  has  left  us  to  ac- 
cept the  principal  ship  of  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  School.  His 
place  has  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Henry  H.  Goddard,  a 
graduate  of  Haverford  College  and  Clark  University,  and  a  teacher  of 
long  and  successful  experience. 

From  present  indications  the  school  next  year  will  be  even  larger 
than  heretofore,  and  we  look  for  another  prosperous  and  successful 
vear. 
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SECOND  DISTRICT— MILLERS  V1LLE. 


E.  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for  the 
forty-fifth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  Normal  School.  The  total  at- 
tendance of  students  for  the  fall  and  winter  session  of  the  past  school 
year  was  702;  for  the  spring  and  summer  session  938.  The  total  num- 
ber of  graduates  in  the  elementary  course  was  116,  and  in  the  regular 
normal  course  4.  State  certificates  were  granted  to  3  applicants. 
All  the  students  recommended  by  the  faculty  for  examination  by 
the  State  Board  of  Examiners  completed  all  the  studies  in  which  they 
were  examined  by  the  Board.  During  the  45  years  of  its  existence  as 
a  Normal  School,  33,377  students  have  attended  this  school,  and  1,714 
have  been  graduated  by  it. 

The  trustees  have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  interests  of  the 
school,  and  the  care  they  have  exercised  in  the  management  of  its 
affairs  has  given  it  an  enviable  reputation.  They  expect  to  continue 
the  improvements  begun  a  few  years  ago  by  the  erection  of  a  new 
building  for  a  model  school  and  school  of  practice.  When  completed, 
this  will  be  a  model  building.  The  members  of  the  faculty  are  de- 
voted to  the  school,  and  are  constantly  laboring  for  its  welfare.  No 
school  in  the  country  has  greater  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  alumni  than 
Millersville. 

Among  the  improvements  that  may  be  made  in  the  Normal  School 
system  of  the  State  may  be  mentioned :  (1)  The  payment  by  the  State 
of  the  tuition  of  all  students  preparing  to  teach  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  State.  (2)  A  closer  union  between  the  Normal  Schools  and  the 
high  schools.  (3)  An  advance  in  the  course  of  study  for  graduation. 
(4)  A  closer  adherence  to  the  real  purpose  of  the  normal  school:  i.  e., 
the  preparation  of  teachers. 

The  relation  of  the  Normal  School  to  the  State  is  close.  The  State 
must  educate  the  children  within  its  borders.  It  must,  therefore,  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  system  of  public  education.  The  most  im- 
portant factor  in  this  system  is  the  teacher.  The  teacher  must  be  edu- 
cated in  institutions  provided  by  the  State  and  under  State  control, 
if  his  work  is  to  be  properly  done.  It  is  consequently  both  a  duty  and 
a  necessity  for  the  State  to  found  and  support  State  Normal  Schools. 
These  views,  which  are  accepted  almost  universally  throughout  the 
civilized  world,  show  that  the  function  of  the  State  Normal  School  is 
peculiar,  and  that  its  responsibilities  are  greater  than  those  of  other 
educational  institutions. 
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TH  J  El )  D I  STRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


Geo.  B.  Hancher,  Principal. 


One  hundred  and  twenty-three  students  were  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course  on  June  29.  A  hundred  and  sixty-three  passed 
the  June  examination.  Four  were  graduated  in  the  scientific  course. 
Ninety-three  master  diplomas  were  granted. 

More  counties  than  usual  were  represented  in  the  school  this  year. 
The  number  of  students  was  760.  The  number  was  less  than  last  year. 
The  greater  part  of  the  decrease  was  in  the  model  school  and  was 
caused  by  an  extra  charge  for  tuition  there.  The  model  school  will 
be  practically  free  to  all  students  next  year.  The  small  loss  of  36 
in  the  normal  department  was  local  and  was  probably  caused  by  the 
dropping  of  "the  six  branches."  The  boarding  department  contained 
as  many  as  last  year.  There  were  twenty  more  lady  boarders  than 
ever  before. 

Quite  a  number  of  improvements  were  made  during  the  year. 
Electric  light  was  put  into  the  school  buildings  and  on  the  campus 
during  the  fall  term.     The  school  owns  the  plant. 

During  the  last  six  years  over  f 50,000  was  spent  for  improvements 
in  the  way  of  buildings,  steam  laundry,  kitchen  plant,  land,  electric 
light,  etc.  Six  years  ago  the  school  was  in  debt  about  $50,000.  To- 
day it  has  a  surplus  of  $20,000  over  and  above  all  debt.  The  f  50,000 
debt  and  the  f 50,000  spent  for  improvements  have  been  transformed 
into  $20,000  surplus.  This  was  brought  about  largely  by  the  net  earn- 
ings of  the  school. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


Geo.  P.  Bible,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the 
State  Normal  School  of  the  Fourth  District  for  the  year  ending  June, 
1899. 

As  usual  the  year  has  been  a  very  prosperous  one,  and  the  continual 
growth  and  popularity  of  the  school  most  encouraging.  The  attend- 
ance for  the  year  has  been  as  follows,  i.  e.:  For  the  fall  term  297,  for 
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the  winter  term  310,  and  for  the  spring  term  398.  The  number  of 
pupils  graduated  during  the  past  sir  years  is  537;  of  these  a  large  pro- 
portion have  taught  or  are  teaching  in  the  schools  of  the  State,  while 
quite  a  few  have  entered  college. 

The  graduating  class  including  those  in  the  scientific  course  num- 
bered 114,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school  excepting  the  class  of 
'96,  which  numbered  115.  The  commencement  exercises  were  the 
most  interesting  ever  held.  The  students  who  were  selected  to  rep- 
resent the  class  were  those  reaching  the  highest  standing  in  their 
class.  The  commencement  address  was  delivered  by  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hastings,  our  wTorthy  ex-Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  one  of  the 
largest  audiences  ever  assembled  in  the  large  chapel.  The  Wilkes- 
Barre  orchestra  furnished  the  music,  while  Miss  LaRome,  prima 
donna  of  New  York,  delighted  the  audience  with  her  charming  voice. 

We  must  repeat  what  we  have  said  in  former  reports,  that  in  as 
much  as  the  State  has  helped  every  other  Normal  School  in  the  State 
by  direct  and  special  appropriations,  which  has  enabled  them  to  erect 
the  necessary  buildings,  there  seems  to  be  no  just  reason  why  at  least 
one  direct  or  special  appropriation  should  not  be  made  to  this  school. 
Why  should  we  be  expected  to  do  the  same  required  work  as  all  the 
other  schools,  and  in  the  face  of  greater  competition,  when  the  other 
schools  have  been  liberally  equipped  by  the  assistance  of  the  State? 
We  need  a  recitation  building,  additional  dormitory  rooms  and  a 
model  school  building.  It  is  true  other  school  may  argue  that  their 
needs  are  as  great.  This  can  not  be  admitted  as  a  plausible  argument 
in  the  face  of  what  they  have  received  for  buildings  as  compared  with 
this  the  youngest  school. 

A  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  faculty  for  the  coming  year. 
One  in  the  department  of  natural  science  and  in  the  music  department. 
Efficient  teachers  have  been  secured  to  take  the  places  made  vacant. 

A  number  of  improvements  have  been  made  in  and  around  the  build- 
ings, and  the  outlook  for  a  very  prosperous  school  year  is  very  bright. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 

i  '  

Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal. 


In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  submit  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  State  Normal  School  of  the  Fifth  District,  for  the  year  end- 
ing June,  1899. 

In  preparing  this  report,  which  covers  the  last  year  of  my  predeces- 
sor's administration,  I  am  forced  to  write  from  the  books  instead  of 
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from  direct  touch  with  the  work.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  be  able  thus 
publicly  to  bear  testimony  at  the  close  of  my  first  month's  admin- 
istration, to  the  excellent  service  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Samuel  H. 
Albro,  has  rendered  this  school  and  community.  His  broad  char- 
acter, liberal  sympathies  and  scholarly  spirit  have  pervaded  this 
place  and  left  upon  it  an  indelible  impress  that  is  working  for  good 
in  those  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him. 

In  assuming  control  of  affairs,  September  5,  1899,  I  came  into  the 
midst  of  a  spirit  of  absolute  co-operation  on  the  part  of  both  the 
faculty  and  the  student  body.  I  found  the  board  of  trustees  of  one 
mind  in  their  purpose  to  advance  along  all  possible  lines;  and,  while 
they  have  only  regret  to  express  at  the  withdrawal  of  Dr.  Albro,  they 
have  turned  without  exception  to  the  support  of  the  new  adminis- 
tration. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  last  year  was  476.  Of  these 
12  were  post-graduate  students,  126  were  seniors,  161  were  juniors, 
and  the  remaining  177  were  preparatories.  The  model  school  num- 
bered 331. 

This  first  term  of  the  school  year  of  1899-1900  has  opened  with  great 
promise.  The  number  of  students  is  in  excess  of  that  of  same  date 
last  year;  (he  post-graduate  class  is  already  larger  than  the  total  num- 
ber of  post-graduates  last  year,  and  the  number  of  boarders  is  in  ex- 
cess of  the  number  a  year  ago. 

Though  five  members  of  the  faculty  left  in  June  to  accept  higher  po- 
sitions, their  successors  justify  the  claim  that  we  are  able  to  offer  to 
the  students  this  year  a  faculty  of  men  and  women  distinctly  marked 
in  their  several  departments  for  scholarship,  successful  teaching  ex- 
perience and  enthusiasm  in  the  work. 

Several  important  improvements  are  still  necessary  to  render  this 
educational  plant  uniformly  well  adapted  to  its  purposes.  These 
are  to  be  made  as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  can  be  secured.  We 
can  but  hope  therefore  that  the  liberality  of  the  State  will  soon  enable 
us  to  make  the  property  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  the  Fifth  Dis- 
trict a  thing  of  which  in  its  entirety,  the  State  and  community  may 
feel  justly  proud. 
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SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


J.  T.  Welsh,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  this  Normal 
School  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1899. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  school  during  the  past  year 
had  a  larger  number  of  students  in  attendance  than  usual,  and  a  larger 
percentage  of  them  than  usual  gave  evidence  of  having  had  good  ele- 
mentary training,  and  of  having  intellectual  ability  above  the  aver- 
age. The  prospect  for  the  ensuing  year  is  equally  promising.  Our 
senior  class  will  probably  number  nearly  200.  We  are  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  cities  having  excellent  high  schools.  Each  year  they 
send  to  us  classes  of  well  prepared  students  who  pass  successfully  the 
examinations  for  admission  to  our  senior  class.  Last  June  this  num- 
ber was  greater  than  ever  before,  and  they  were,  also,  better  prepared 
than  ever  before.  As  a  result  about  fifty  more  succeeded  in  passing 
into  the  senior  class  than  any  previous  year. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  done  by  Normal  School  graduates 
in  the  regular  normal  course,  was  very  gratifying.  The  criticism  has 
been  made  that  Normal  School  graduates  are  content  with  what  they 
get  from  the  elementary  course,  and  do  not  have  a  desire  for  higher 
education.  We  have  found  that  nothing  but  the  low  salaries  paid  in 
our  public  schools,  and  the  consequent  lack  of  funds  keeps  the  list  of 
our  graduate  students  from  being  as  large  as  that  of  our  senior  class. 
All  who  can  afford  to  do  so  are  returning  for  the  more  advanced 
course.  Those  that  enter  college  find  this  course  especially  valuable 
in  preparation. 

We  have  been  especially  gratified  with  the  progress  of  our  little 
people  in  the  model  school.  For  the  past  two  years  we  have  been  in- 
troducing the  elements  of  algebra  and  geometry,  into  the  model  school 
work,  and  beginning  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek  quite  young  with 
those  whose  parents  desire  to  fit  them  for  college.  The  results  have 
far  surpassed  our  expectations.  We  find  that  children  thus  trained 
gain,  by  the  time  they  are  fifteen  years  old,  from  two  to  three  years 
in  advancement  over  the  child  educated  in  the  usual  way.  Of  course, 
there  are  those  who  claim  that  this  can  be  done  only  at  the  sacrifice 
of  thoroughness  in  the  common  branches,  and*  that  the  child  so 
taught  must  be  studying  subjects  beyond  his  comprehension;  but  the 
true  educator  who  measures  results  by  increase  in  power  to  think  and 
attend,  rather  than  by  the  number  of  facts  memory  may  be  made  to 
retain,  will  not  make  such  criticisms. 
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I  might  take  up  much  space  in  repeating  suggestions  made  in 
previous  reports  as  to  what  would  be  good  for  the  Normal  School 
cause,  and  how  the  relations  that  exist  between  these  schools  and 
other  schools  might  be  improved,  and  how  relations  that  do  not  exist, 
but  ought  to  exist,  might  be  established;  but  a  report  of  this  char- 
acter, in  my  judgment,  has  little  value.  I  will  conclude  by  saying  that 
all  departments  of  our  school  are  working  harmoniously  and  success- 
fully, that  the  trustees  are  doing  their  best  to  so  manage  the  finances 
as  to  provide  as  bountifully  as  possible  for  the  needs  of  each  depart- 
ment, and  the  teachers  are  devoting  themselves  earnestly  to  their 
work.  Many  of  the  teachers  during  the  vacation  just  past  have  been 
at  the  universities  and  summer  school  studying.  No  better  sign  of 
their  energy  and  devotion  to  their  subjects,  could  be  noted. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBURG. 


G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
the  twenty-seventh  annual  report  of  the  Normal  School  of  the  Sev- 
enth District. 

The  school  year  closing  with  June,  1899,  has  been  a  very  successful 
one.  The  students  in  attendance  were  loyal  to  the  institution  and  a 
credit  to  it  in  every  sense.  They  were  offered  the  best  facilities  for 
their  development  and  training  and  they  took  full  advantage  of  their 
opportunities.  The  number  of  students  during  the  year  was  almost 
exactly  the  same  as  the  year  previous.  This  was  very  gratifying  con- 
sidering the  financial  depression  of  the  agricultural  portions  of  our 
district.  With  the  promised  increase  in  business  in  the  country  ther<» 
will  doubtless  come  an  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  are  look- 
ing forward  to  a  normal  course  as  a  preparation  for  teaching.  What 
the  public  schools  most  need  is  a  longer  average  school  term  and  a 
higher  average  salary  for  teachers.  With  these  advances  will  come 
an  increase  in  the  average  qualifications  of  teachers  and  a  consequent 
increased  attendance  of  Normal  School  students. 

We  graduated  this  year  one  hundred  and  eleven  in  the  elementary 
course,  five  in  the  regular  normal  course,  one  in  the  scientific  course, 
and  granted  four  teachers'  State  certificates.  One  humdred  and  six 
juniors  were  passed  and  admitted  to  the  senior  clatss,,    Every  year 
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there  is  increased  interest  in  the  advanced  courses  of  our  Normal 
School  system  and  a  greater  tendency  on  the  part  of  our  graduates  to 
round  out  their  normal  course  with  a  college  course. 

A  considerable  amount  of  money  was  expended  on  improvements 
the  past  year.  The  new  "heating  plant"  is  ready  for  use.  The  plant 
contains  two  one-hundred  horse  power  boilers.  There  will  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  heating  all  our  buildings  with  this  plant  in  the  coldest 
weather.  The  building  containing  the  boilers  is  a  very  substantial 
one.  The  plant  is  located  some  distance  from  the  school  buildings 
and  alongside  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  track.  The  coal  can 
be  emptied  from  the  cars  into  the  coal  bin  of  the  boiler  house. 

A  handsome  lunch  and  study  hall  has  been  provided  for  the  lady 
day  students.  The  apartments  for  the  principal  and  his  family  have 
been  rendered  more  private  by  shutting  off  the  hall  leading  to  them 
from  the  halls  used  by  students.  The  hall  in  these  apartments  has 
been  painted  and  frescoed  and  the  floor  covered  with  a  beautiful  velvet 
carpet.  A  private  bath  room  has  also  been  added  to  these  apart- 
ments. 

The  new  dormitory  for  ladies  was  furnished  for  occupancy  during 
the  year.  The  furnishings  are  beautiful  and  substantial,  and  give  to 
this  handsome  building  a  most  attractive  and  homelike  appearance. 
This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest  buildings  of  its  kind  in  the 
State. 

The  trustees  deserve  commendation  for  their  interest  in  improving 
the  grounds  and  buildings  and  in  providing  for  the  comfort  and  health 
of  the  students  and  teachers. 

The  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  unselfish  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  students  and  for  their  loyalty  to  the  success  of  the 
school. 

The  alumni  deserve  the  gratitude  of  those  who  are  responsible  for 
the  success  of  the  school  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  securing  students 
for  the  institution,  and  for  their  zeal  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  their 
Alma  Mater. 

We  express  our  gratitude  to  the  public  for  the  support  it  has  given 
the  school  and  for  the  confidence  it  has  reposed  in  the  management  of 
the  institution. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  the 
school  by  school  superintendents  and  other  public  school  officials. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  many  of  the  leading  colleges  of  the 
State  for  their  recognition  of  the  work  done  by  our  graduates. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  our  thanks  are  due  for  the 
uniform  courtesy  received  from  the  State  Superintendent,  Deputy  Su- 
perintendents, and  other  members  of  the  Department. 

The  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School,  already  the  pride  of 
the  district  to  which  it  belongs,  looks  forward  with  bright  hopes  to 
17—5—99 
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the  future  expecting  to  accomplish  even  greater  things  in  the  years  to 
come  than  have  been  already  accomplished.  In  the  accomplishment 
of  this  work  we  invite  the  co-operation  of  all  graduates,  students  and 
friends  of  the  institution. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


James  Eldon,  Principal. 


The  year  1898-99  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the 
school.  The  attendance  during  the  fall  and  winter  was  larger  than 
usual  and  the  attendance  during  the  year  more  regular. 

At  the  annual  examination  one  hundred  and  sixteen  seniors  were 
granted  certificates  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  juniors  were 
promoted  to  the  senior  class. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  distinguished  by  the  presence  of 
a  large  number  of  the  alumni.  The  return  of  the  alumni  shows  their 
continued  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  is  good  evidence  of 
their  appreciation  of  the  benefits  received  in  the  way  of  mental  de- 
velopment and  professional  training  as  well  as  in  the  friendship 
formed  and  the  social  privileges  enjoyed. 

The  address  to  the  graduating  class  was  delivered  by  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  The  ad- 
dress made  a  profound  impression  and  the  occasion  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  were  present  at  the  exercises. 

A  number  of  important  improvements  were  made  during  the  year. 
The  new  model  school  building  which  was  completed  and  furnished 
daring  the  fall  was  occupied  by  the  school  at  the  opening  of  the  winter 
term,  January  2,  1899.  The  use  of  this  building  adds  greatly  to  the 
facilities  of  the  school.  For  several  years  the  number  of  recitation 
rooms  was  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  different  classes,  especi- 
ally during  the  spring  term.  As  the  second  story  of  the  new  build- 
ing is  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  seniors,  the  class  rooms  of  the  main 
building  are  now  all  available  for  the  work  of  the  juniors. 

The  State  Normal  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  have  undoubtedly 
reached  a  point  where  they  can  exhibit  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  in 
preparing  teachers  for  the  public  schools,  but  it  is  at  this  point  that 
they  must  face  a  radical  change  in  their  circumstances. 
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The  lengthening  of  the  public  school  term  to  seven  months,  the 
cutting  off  the  appropriation  to  Normal  School  students,  the  abolish- 
ing of  the  sub-junior  examination,  the  establishing  of  numerous  sum- 
mer schools  are  some  of  the  factors  which  will  bring  about  a  change 
in  the  attendance.  If,  for  these  reasons,  an  increasing  number  of 
young  men  and  women  enter  the  Normal  Schools  at  the  beginning  of 
each  school  year  and  continue  in  attendance  through  the  year  the 
work  of  the  schools  will  be  pleasanter  and  much  more  satisfactory 
than  heretofore.  But  an  increase  in  the  total  attendance  is  not  prob- 
able. One  undesirable  feature  of  the  new  order  of  things  will  be  the 
barring  from  the  teachers'  profession  those  who  cannot  prepare  at 
home  and  who  are  too  poor  to  go  away  for  their  education  and  train- 
ing unless  aided  by  the  State.  With  some  apprehension  for  the 
present  we  nevertheless  hope  for  the  future  that  the  best  will  be 
evolved  and  that  continuous  and  increasing  prosperity  will  take  the 
place  of  the  present  wavering  and  uncertainty. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J.  Waller.  Jr.,  Principal. 


In  addition  to  the  statistical  report  already  submitted  it  may  be 
said  that  the  health  of  the  students  has  been  remarkably  good  and 
the  moral  and  religious  tone  pervading  the  school  life  was  whole- 
some. 

A  director  of  athletic  sports,  Mr.  Harry  Phythyon,  was  secured  by 
the  trustees.  This  gave  a  fresh  impetus  to  physical  exercise — par- 
ticularly out  of  doors — with  highly  beneficial  results. 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Beam,  head  of  the  department  of  mathematics,  having 
resgined,  Dr.  Walter  Mitchell,  of  the  California  State  Normal  School, 
was  secured.  Dr.  Mitchell  is  a  graduate  of  the  California  State  Nor- 
mal School,  a  student  of  Allegheny  College  and  of  Chicago  University, 
and  was  formerly  superintendent  of  schools  in  Wellsburg,  W.  Va. 
Miss  Emma  E.  Davis  having  been  called  to  the  University  of  Nebraska 
as  an  instructor  and  having  accepted,  Miss  Nellie  M.  Gordon,  a  gradu- 
ate of  Indiana  University,  was  elected  to  teach  English  Grammar, 
which  she  has  done  with  unusual  success. 

Of  the  twenty-five  students  who  responded  to  the  first  call  of  the 
President  for  troops  twenty-four  returned  to  their  homes  at  the  ex- 
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piration  of  their  term  of  service.  One,  Joseph  A.  Blakley,  a  senior, 
sealed  his  patriotic  sacrifice  with  his  life  by  dying  with  typhoid  fever 
in  the  hospital  at  Chattanooga.  Nearly  all  who  were  undergraduates 
immediately  upon  their  arrival  at  home,  and  before  they  were  mus- 
tered out,  re-entered  school.  Thus  there  was  the  remarkable  sight  of 
thirteen  soldiers  in  the  pay  and  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States 
sitting  upon  the  recitation  benches  daily.  A  finer  expression  of  pa- 
triotic devotion  to  duty  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  than  that  of  these 
youths  no  longer  needed  in  the  field,  fitting  themselves  to  be  useful 
citizens  by  refusing  to  yield  to  the  seductive  influences  of  camp  life 
and  taking  up  at  once  the  school  duties  that  had  been  as  promptly 
laid  down  at  their  country's  call. 


TENTH  DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theo.  B.  Noss,  Principal. 


The  Southwestern  State  Normal  School  continues  its  work  from 
year  to  year  with  few  changes  of  teachers  and  no  sudden  or  radical 
changes  in  methods  or  administration.  Each  year,  however,  marks 
a  distinct  advance  in  the  aims  and  work  of  the  school  and  much  yet  re- 
mains to  be  done.  Additional  buildings  are  needed,  both  for  dormi- 
tory and  class  room  uses.  One  new  building  was  erected  last  year 
and  two  old  buildings  were  enlarged,  but  we  are  still  in  need  of  more 
room,  more  apparatus,  more  liberal  salaries  for  teachers.  No  State 
institutions  receive  so  little  money  from  the  State  in  proportion  to 
the  service  rendered,  as  our  State  Normal  Schools.  The  limited 
resources  of  this  school  are  taxed  more  severely  each  year  to  furnish 
to  students  the  accommodations  and  training  they  should  have.  Our 
grounds  contain  about  thirteen  acres.  There  are  in  all  six  brick 
buildings.  The  library  contains  about  five  thousand  volumes  and  is 
becoming  more  valuable  and  useful  from  year  to  year  in  the  work  of 
the  school.  Years  ago  the  library  was  considered  desirable;  now  it  is 
quite  indispensable.  Our  total  enrollment  of  students  last  year  was 
nine  hundred  and  four.  The  number  in  the  graduating  class  was  one 
hundred.  The  present  year  opened  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
in  the  senior  class  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  general  attend- 
ance. One  hundred  and  fifty-four  passed  before  the  State  Board  of 
Examination  admitting  them  to  the  senior  class,  but  nearly  one-third 
of  these  are  prevented  by  lack  of  means  from  entering  at  once  upon  the 
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senior  work.  Some  of  them  will  return  later,  but  a  majority  will 
probably  never  complete  the  course.  Many  worthy  young  people  who 
are  preparing  to  teach,  find  it  extremely  difficulty  to  raise  money 
enough  to  put  them  through  school.  Tuition  in  our  Normal  Schools 
should  be  made  free  by  the  State  to  all  who  are  preparing  to  teach  in 
the  public  schools.  This  would  materially  lessen  the  number  of  those 
who  enter  upon  and  continue  in  the  work  of  teaching  without  any 
adequate  preparation  for  that  work. 

The  location  of  the  Southwestern  State  Normal  School  in  the  heart 
of  the  Monongahela  Valley  is  fortunate.  The  remarkable  industrial 
development  of  this  valley  in  recent  years  has  not  been  without  its 
influence  upon  the  school,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  school  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  the  educational  life  of  the  valley.  Fully  one- 
half  of  the  public  school  teachers  in  such  manufacturing  towns  as 
Homestead  and  Duquesne,  have  been  trained  for  their  work  in  this 
school. 

Increasing  interest  is  manifested  in  the  exercises  of  the  gymnasium 
and  field  athletics,  especially  in  base  ball  and  foot  ball.  These  games 
receive  encouragement  from  the  authorities  of  the  school,  but  are  kept 
within  proper  and  reasonable  limits. 

Our  model  school  has  been  from  the  beginning  and  still  is  com- 
posed of  public  school  pupils  of  the  borough  of  California,  except  the 
pupils  of  advanced  grade  that  are  provided  for  in  the  normal  depart- 
ment. The  number  of  pupils  in  the  model  school  is  about  three  hun- 
dred. Six  instructors  or  nearly  one-fourth  of  our  entire  faculty,  are 
employed  as  training  teachers  in  the  model  school.  The  presence  in 
the  faculty  of  so  many  who  are  in  constant  touch  with  the  problem 
of  elementary  instruction  helps  us  to  keep  from  drifting  far  from  the 
purpose  of  a  normal  school,  which  is  to  educate  and  train  teachers  for 
the  public  schools.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  emphasis  given  to 
model  school  work,  the  excellence  of  our  professional  library,  and  the 
frequency  of  discussions  of  pedagogical  questions  in  our  faculty  con- 
ferences, it  would  doubtless  be  better  that  still  greater  stress  should 
be  laid  in  our  work  upon  the  element  of  training  as  a  preparation  to 
teach. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


The  State  Normal  School  at  Slippery  Rock  maintained  its  general 
record  during  the  past  year,  and  opens  the  fall  term  of  the  new  school 
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year  with  an  increased  attendance.  At  the  close  of  the  spring  term 
Prof.  Isaac  N.  Moore  tendered  his  resignation  as  teacher  of  natural 
sciences  in  the  school,  and  accepted  the  professorship  of  sciences  in 
Westminster  College,  New  Wilmington,  Pa.  The  professor  was  one 
of  the  teachers  originally  appointed  at  the  opening  of  the  school  in 
1889,  and  his  resignation  was  accepted  with  great  reluctance.  The 
best  wishes  of  the  faculty  and  students  will  go  with  him  to  his  new 
field  of  labor,  and  we  feel  sure  of  his  continued  success. 

Miss  Mary  Isaminger,  who  has  given  such  excellent  service  as 
teacher  of  drawing  and  form  study  during  the  past  nine  years,  re- 
signed her  position  to  enter  upon  higher  work  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Miss  Louise  Schwall,  teacher  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  also 
decided  to  enter  upon  work  in  another  field,  and  thus  the  normal 
school  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  these  two  very  efficient  teachers. 

Miss  Abbie  Simmins,  teacher  of  elocution,  resigned  at  the  close  of 
the  spring  term,  to  take  up  advanced  work  in  Chicago  University. 
Dining  her  entire  stay  with  us  Miss  Simmons  exercised  a  most  excel- 
lent influence  upon  pupils  of  both  sexes,  and  her  work  will  long  be 
remembered. 

At  the  opening  of  the  fall  term  Prof.  Randolph  W.  Tinsley,  of  the 
Universit}r  of  Virginia;  Miss  Inez  McClymonds,  Miss  Garnet  Ander- 
son, and  Miss  Nettie  Turner  were  appointed  to  the  several  positions 
made  vacant  by  the  resignations  mentioned.  All  have  entered  upon 
their  work  with  enthusiasm,  and  under  such  efficient  instructors  pro- 
gress is  sure  to  be  made. 

During  the  summer  months  plans  were  drawn  for  a  new  building 
to  be  occupied  by  the  model  school.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  trus- 
tees to  erect  a  building  which  will  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  town  schools 
and  at  the  same  time  furnish  better  facilities  for  the  same  as  the  au- 
thorized practice-schools  of  the  institution.  The  relation  to  the  Nor- 
mal School  is  ideal,  and  directors,  trustees,  and  faculty  will  work  to- 
gether for  the  best  interests  of  all  persons  concerned.  It  is  probable 
that  rooms  will  be  provided  for  more  extended  work  in  science  and  in 
nature  study.  Work  upon  the  building  has  already  begun  at  the 
present  writing,  and  thus  a  long-desired  accommodation  will  be  af- 
forded. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  announce  that  the  prolonged  ef- 
forts of  the  trustees  to  secure  certain  frontage  rights  upon  Main  street 
Lave  at  last  been  crowned  with  success,  and  that  the  beautiful  campus 
will  no  longer  be  marred  by  intervening  property.  The  model  school 
will  be  erected  upon  the  property  so  recently  acquired. 


STATE   NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


J.  R.  Flickinger,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1898-9  closed  under  auspicious  circumstances, 
which  augured  well  both  as  an  index  of  what  had  been  done  during  the 
year  and  of  what  might  be  expected  during  the  coming  year.  In 
scholarship,  moral  tone,  and  industry,  the  student  body  had  an  excel- 
lent record.  The  growth  of  the  school  last  year  over  the  year  previous 
was  quite  marked,  so  that  the  catalogue  shows  almost  five  hundred 
students  in  the  Normal  School.  The  faculty  during  the  year  did  ex- 
cellent work  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  we  begin  the  next  school 
year  with  all  of  our  tried  teachers  back  again.  The  increased  at- 
tendance has  necessitated  an  increase  in  our  faculty  and  the  trus- 
tees have  very  wisely  chosen  Frank  W.  Goodwin,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  who 
made  a  splendid  reputation  as  an  assistant  teacher  last  spring.  He 
is  a  cultured  gentleman  and  will  add  strength  to  our  faculty.  We  be- 
lieve that  in  scholarship  and  in  all  that  makes  for  strong  teaching  our 
faculty  is  unexcelled. 

Our  trustees  have  made  a  number  of  needed  improvements,  among 
them  being  a  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  repairs  to  our  steam  heating 
plant.  Many  of  the  recitation  rooms  and  rooms  in  the  dormitories 
have  been  repaired  and  improved.  The  extension  of  the  electric  rail- 
road from  Erie  through  this  town  to  Cambridge  Springs  gives  us  an 
outlet  both  north  and  south  and  will  greatly  increase  the  prosperity 
ol  our  school.     Our  prospects  for  the  next  year  are  exceedingly  bright. 

We  thank  the  School  Department  and  the  school  superintendents  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  for  many  courtesies  received  and  we  invite  all 
who  are  interested  in  education  to  visit  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


A.  J.  Davis,  Principal. 


Twelve  years  have  passed  since  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School 
came  into  existence.  These  years  have  brought  many  changes  in 
equipment  and  enlargement  of  facilities  that  go  to  promote  the  effi- 
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ciency  of  the  training  afforded  to  the  young  people  coming  under  the 
influences  of  the  school.  Good  libraries,  containing  more  than  8,000 
volumes  of  reference,  text  and  other  books,  constitute  a  helpful 
feature.  The  natural  science  department  is  equipped  with  a  labora- 
tory that  fully  mets  the  requirements  of  a  Normal  School  elementary 
course.  Well  lighted  and  ventilated  recitation  rooms,  heated  with 
steam,  and  furnished  with  comfortable  seats  and  slate  black  board 
surface  contribute  to  the  advantages  afforded  for  work  by  teacher  and 
student.  The  dormitory  rooms  are  lighted  with  electricity  and  fur- 
nished with  iron  bedsteads,  and  each  room  has  attached  a  commodious 
closet  affording  ample  space  for  all  articles  belonging  to  the  occu- 
pants and  usually  stored  in  wardrobes. 

Students  whose  means  are  limited  may  save  a  portion  of  the  expense 
of  their  education  by  renting  their  text-books  at  an  expenditure  of 
only  five  to  ten  cents  per  term  for  each  book.  This  means  a  saving 
of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  a  year. 

During  the  twelve  years  just  closed,  633  have  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course,  one  in  the  regular  normal  course,  and  one  in  the 
scientific  course.  Of  these  graduates,  a  large  number  have  since 
taken  college  courses  and  a  majority  are  still  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  State.  Some  have  become  superintendents  of  schools, 
county  and  city,  and  others  are  training-teachers  in  Normal  Schools 
in  other  states. 

Several  members  of  the  last  graduating  class  were  able  to  pass 
examinations  in  branches  beyond  the  elementary  course,  and  were 
credited  accordingly  by  having  such  branches  inserted  in  their  cer- 
tificates. This  will  afford  them  encouragement  to  continue  their 
studies  and  complete  one  of  the  higher  courses,  or  to  become  college 
or  university  students. 

Every  encouragement  is  extended  to  induce  our  graduates  to  con- 
tinue their  studies  through  college  and  university  and  the  most  grati- 
fying reports  come  to  us  from  college  presidents  and  professors  re- 
garding the  spirit  and  working  capacity  of  their  students  who  have 
taken  a  normal  course. 

During  the  past  year,  the  management  of  this  school  has  endeavored 
to  place  the  institution  in  closer  relation  with  the  high  schools  of  the 
State,  and  the  effort  has  met  with  a  cordial  response  from  nearly 
all  to  whom  the  proposition  was  presented.  There  is  no  good  reason 
why  the  relation  between  Normal  Schools,  high  schools  and  colleges 
should  not  be  harmonized,  and  their  courses  of  study  so  articulated  as 
to  afford  the  greatest  facilities  possible  for  young  people  to  pass  from 
one  to  another  of  these  institutions  as  their  interests  and  future  career 
in  life  may  make  such  transfer  desirable.  The  relation  between  these 
institutions  in  Pennsylvania  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  the  forces 
engaged  in  educational  lines  in  our  Commonwealth  will  find  this  a 
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worthy  subject  for  contemplation  and  conference.  Preconceived  no- 
tions and  narrow  prejudices  have  no  legitimate  place  in  discussing  the 
question  involved,  and  the  time  seems  fully  ripe  for  an  advance  move- 
ment along  the  line  of  closer  and  more  cordial  relations. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1898,  the  principal  of  this  school,  who  was 
at  the  time  a  member  of  the  National  Guard  of  the  State,  was  called 
oat  w'th  the  other  members  of  the  Guard  in  response  to  the  call  of  the 
President  to  the  Governors  of  states  for  troops  to  engage  in  the  war 
with  Spain.  The  organization  to  which  the  principal  was  attached 
continued  in  the  service  until  January  31,  1899,  a  period  of  nine 
mouths.  The  trustees  of  the  school  generously  offered  to  continue 
the  salary  during  absence  of  the  principal,  but  after  the  payment  of 
two  months'  salary  during  his  absence,  he  requested  that  such  pay- 
ment be  discontinued  and  his  desire  was  granted.  The  remaining 
members  of  the  faculty  distributed  the  duties  of  the  principal  among 
themselves,  which  they  discharged  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and 
to  their  faithful  performance  of  those  duties  the  school  is  indebted  for 
continued  prosperity  under  somewhat  trying  circumstances. 
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STATEMENT    OF   THE    SCHOOL   SYSTEM    SINCE    ITS   ESTABLISH 
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10,186 

5  m 

11, 967 

$29  31 

23  291/2 
22  29 

$12  81 

14  89% 

15  S5% 

488,692 
529,009 
523,754 

$0  41 

1856 

1,610 

10, 697 

5  m 

1 

12,357 

365,103 

4S 

4S 

5  m 

12, 484 

24,00 

16,60 

514,247 

491/g 

50% 
50% 

11,281 
11,485. 

. 

46% 
48 

1859 

1, 755 

5  m 

10 

13,058 

24  26 

17  79 

575,251 

375,687 

11,577 
11, 910% 
11, 990 

5  m 

585, 669 

366, 961 
384,752 
388,063 

50'% 
50% 
50% 

5  m 

1S62 

1.S08 

5  m 

10 

14,380 

23  SI 

18  55 

615,087 

49 

1863 

1,820 

12,161 

5  m 

9 

14,442 

23  84 

IS  56 

634,699 

397,722 

52 

50 

1864 

1,825 

12,566 

5  m 

12 

14.66S 

25  42 

20  16 

637,785 

399,522 

50% 

12, 547 
12,773y2 

5  m 

629, 5S7 
666,316 

396,701 
438,323 

ISfifi 

1,863 

19% 

15,504 

37  3S 

27  76 

50 

90 

1867 

1,889 

13, 061 

5  m 

10% 

15,209 

35  S7 

27  51 

660,185 

414,527 

50% 

85 

1S6S 

1,918 

13,284% 

5  m 

19% 

15,504 

37  38 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

99 

13,5881/2 

13,832 

14,1611/2 

5  m 

2»% 

50% 

5  m 

16,097 
16,842 

1871 

2,023 

5  m 

21% 

40  03 

31  12 

700,040 

495,632 

49% 

9S 

m?, 

2,029 

14, 415% 

6  m 

22 

16,784 

40  55 

31  96 

639,802 

464,127 

4S% 

99 

14, 675% 
14, 97S% 
15,3151/2 

.6% 
8% 

17,459 

47% 

95 

9;-: 

1875 

2.0S9 

6.19 

18,101 

40-  03 

31  03 

740,094 

472, 2S3 

48% 

92 

1R7R 

2,103 

15,619 

fi  19 

18,314 

3S  72 

30  42 

743, "14 

495,743 

471/2 

91 

15, 850% 
16, 0S7V2 

491, 038 

RS 

1878 

2,186 

6.17 

18,9121/2 

34  54 

27  35 

771,015 

515,198 

48 

82 

1879 

2,168 

16,379 

6.37 

19,153 

32  59 

26  07 

766,878 

595,918 

47 

89 

irso 

2,192 

16.5S5 

16,760% 

17,070 

6.25 
6.28 
fl  62 

19,305 
19,277 
19,715. 

31  36 

22  64 
34  35 

25  14 

26  04 

27  19 

770,349 
762,472 
776, 559 

509,246 
504,912 
519,423 

47 
45 
45 

74 

75 

IXX? 

2, 214 

1S8S 

2,230 

17,403 

6  66 

19.S75 

36  23 

2S  30 

7S2.407 

532, 874 

45 

SI 

1SR4 

2,240 

17,751 

fi.40 

20,290 

37  28 

29  22 

795,091 

549,304 

45 

87 

1SS5 

2,237 

18,029 

6.74 

20,639 

37  66 

25  59 

807,791 

559,606 

45 

S9 

2,265 

18,400 
18,721 

6.77 
6.71 

21,020 
21,481 

36  87 

37  10 

29  41 
29  29 

811, 576 
820,811 

665,846 
570,293 

44 
44 

90 

if. 87 
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92 

No.  5.  STATISTICS. 

MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LAW,  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 


^ 

Si 

<ii 

3  to 

1 

11 

1" 

1 

'".3 

<u 

Sft 

p. 

3  3 

a 

g* 

to 

3 

01  o 

M2 

to  O 

^ 

« 

s« 

8-° 

s 

3 
o 

3 
3 

2 

0. 

ft 

3 

> 

o  o 
J:  <u 

xi  .3!  2 

■3.1 
S  ft 

XI  3 
OX! 

°3 

& 

d 

M 

3,2 

£  £  o 

3—  ft 

^  a 

td 

3 

t, 

CO 

H 

2 

8 

&H 

o 

h 

& 

f* 

$156,389  25 
159,554  17 

$1,167,119  32 
'  1,401,300  15 

$256,735  92 
266,198  76 

1854 

$1,127,922  61 

$1,041,571  19 

$110,383  96 

1855 

164,330  00 

1,693,844  13 

5.50 

3.25 

1,371,706  14 

322, 125  37 

1,145,730  32 

240,615  29 

lSyfi 

164,723  55 

1,180,143  07 

5.72 

3.30 

1,534,732  32 

444,285  56 

1,137,357  92 

172,572  92 

1857 

188,646  00 

2,009,437  00 

5.71 

3.46- 

1,554,780  64 

454,343  53 

1,235,992  65 

162,670  9S 

1S5S 

186, 841  12 

2,039,684  06 

5.43 

3.17 

1,621,379  00 

531,413  85 

1,407,159  35 

167,721  07 

1859 

193,503  34 

2,015,785  20 

5.43 

3.35 

1,639,383  23 

44S.426  28 

1,442,171  70 

209,956  38 

1860 

209,813  97 

2,108,487  44 

3.55 

5.40 

1,783,114  48 

496,124  67 

1,436,063  00 

223,497  39 

1S61 

210,752  00 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

3.47 

1,756,307  38 

305,796  90 

1,367,1S1  3S 

232,337  31 

1862 

211,784  60 

1,980,473  26 

4.00 

3.03 

1,797,347  36 

394,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

250,566  52 

1863 

216,087  03 

2,143,348  20 

5.00 

3.27 

2,016,310  17 

488,517  69 

1,098,664  01 

309,227  30 

1864 

210,134  08 

2,438,640  37 

5.89 

3.63 

2,318,069  IS 

374,450  97 

1,990,777  83 

410,246  26 

1S65 

233,463  67 

3,013,057  33 

6.56 

4.53 

2. SOI, 759  31 

596,669  09 

2,211,521  70 

458,317  61 

1SC6 

239, S13  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

5.04 

3,489,237  31 

9S5,152  55 

2,482,512  63 

601,087  21 

1867 

218,521  87 

4,016,919  12 

7.53 

5.51 

4,314,028  52 

1,357,726  99 

2,019,109  93 

643,217  SS 

1S6S 

307, 71S  00 

4,438,946  66 

7.63 

6.30 

5,068,316  72 

1.104.S60  21 

2,819,444  00 

727,624  05 

1S69 

321,300  00 

4,731.049  S6 

7.76 

5.39 

5,684,997  21 

2,500,137  42 

3,019,690  33 

SC7.713  82 

1870 

318,451  34 

5, 016, SOI  73 

7.71 

6.58 

6,023,451  65 

3,006,194  41 

3. 183, 41S  86 

799,275  4S 

1871 

429,152  65 

5,229,024  GS 

7.27 

5.06 

5,438,656  S9 

2,535,637  39 

3.221,121  78 

863,738  96 

1S72 

375,332  71 

5,543,9S5  23 

7.50 

4.30! 

6,671,949  93 

1,477,831  00 

2,424,970  91 

1,756.111  73 

1873 

521, 345  13 

5,7S7,833  95 

7.55 

5.02 

6,808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3,596,004  47 

1,652,651  94 

1S74 

533, 625  13 

5,983,004  90i 

6.33 

5.14 

7,247,263  63 

1,722,103  54 

3.755,399  63. 

1,961,341  60 

1875 

728,207  19 

6,003,443  31 

6.27 

3. S9 

6,918,811  03 

1,245,3S7  23 

3.S26.9S7  n 

2,006,833  88 

1S76 

723.784  82 

5,627,943  56 

5.95 

3.75 

6,623,273  00 

961,915  02 

3,742,728  SO 

1,948,470  56 

1S77 

723,082  57 

5,289,646  25 

5.42 

2.30 

6,229,714  59 

877,382  06 

3,651,883  00 

1,S17,934  11 

1878 

497,080  78 

4,923,874  62 

5.08 

3.12 

6,282,110  78 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,672,927  20 

1879 

747,297  13 

4,818,594  36 

5.04 

2.99 

5,859,009  06 

809, S96  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,365  92 

1880 

865,819  70 

5,031,779  70 

5.08 

3.21 

6,499,120  91 

1,067,47]  34 

3,673,225  S3 

1; 703, 224  99 

1SS1 

684,127  86 

5,452,902  28 

5.39 

4.26 

6,686,256  93 

1,139,355  44 

3,S3O,079  52 

1,687,912  96 

1882 

696,478  IS 

5,676,545  57 

5.69 

3.61 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

4,095,658  50 

1,850,849  50 

1883 

700,340  81 

6,313,832  62 

6.06 

3.61 

7,623,678  37 

1,405,526  81 

4,282,191  12 

1,965,796  63 

1884 

803,103  18 

6,519,927  78 

6.14 

3.50 

8,095,942  18 

1,566,323  91 

4,447,618  69 

2,086,595  98 

1885 

803,344  24 

6,672,185  29 

6.16 

3.55 

8,105,866  59 

1,537,565  15 

4,582,374  25 

2,117,667  28 

1886 

802,411  12 

6,946,949  23 

5.94 

3.34 

8,845,087  22 

1,461,673  43 

4,673,324  30 

2.171.4S1  66 
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1S90, 
1891, 
1892, 
1S93, 
1894, 
1895, 
1S96, 
1S97, 
1SSS. 
1S99, 


2,297 

19,054 

7.17 

2,316 

19,365 

7.45 

2,325 

19.75S 

7.33 

2,337 

20,190 

7.40 

2,357 

20,653 

7.41 

2,386 

21,134 

7.74 

2,411 

21,553 

7.71 

2,443 

22,253 

7.62 

2,477 

22,822 

7.71 

2,481 

23,451 

7.63 

2,490 

23,983 

7.69 

2,492 

24,497 

7.75 

37  12 

37  57 

38  46 

39  34' 
39  S3 
41  64 
41  84 
41  78 
41  80 
41  71 
41  06 
41"  68 


29  60 
29  76 

29  S3 

30  46 
30  89 
32  53 
32  55 
32  70 
32  78 
32  86 
32  50 
32  73 


831,367  573,041 

840,744  583,292 

849, 055  574, 817 

855,200  592,249 

861,083  599,316 

876,131  610,422 

915,499  645,201 

942,975  666,102 

956,734  683,918 

971,337  711,111 

999,719  736,334 

,006,990  729,892 


42 

1  04 

42 

1  15 

42 

1  06 

42 

1  29 

42 

1  25 

36 

1  22 
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S03.190  71 

7, 134, 701  52 

7.64 

1,207,009  52 

7,869,505  56 

6,19 

1,206,204  94 

7, 923, 622  43 

5.S8 

1,564,603  81 

8,061,137  92 

5.96 

1,560,267  3S 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

2, 901, 116  SO 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

4,039,766  22 

8,677,582  67 

4.40 

4,432,647  24 

8,598,542  71 

4.52 

4,439,752  79 

9,296,162  78 

4.99 

4,389,029  79 

9,351,011  31 

4. S3 

4,391,574  31 

9,725,229  60 
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ADAMS  COUNTY. 
J.  Dorsey  Hunter,  Gettysburg-,  C.  A.  Landis,  Fairfield. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

James  E.  Morrow,  Allegheny  City,  C.  B.  Woods  (director  of  high  schools), 

L.  L.  Todd,  Braddock,  Pittsburgh, 

T.  J.  George,  Carnegie,  J.  A.  Ritchey,  Tarentum, 

Richard  G.  Miller,  Elizabeth,  W.  G.  Gans,  East  Pittsburgh, 

A.  B.  Allison,  Wliknsburg. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

E.  R.   Shirley,  Kittanning,  E.  D.  Baker,  Parker's  Landing. 

S.  C.  Hepler,  Leechburg, 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

C.  S.  Wheaton,  Beaver,  J.  B.  Ritchey,  New  Brighton, 
W.  S.  Hertzog,  Beaver  Falls,  Rufus  Darr,  Rochester. 

J.  G.  Hillman,  Freedom, 

BEDFORD    COUNTY. 

D.  C.  Stunkard,  Bedford,  W.  I.  Book,  Saxton. 
C.  H.  Bucher,  Everetf, 

BERKS    COUNTY. 

J.  A.  Grier,  Birdsboro,  W.  A.  Strickler,  Wernersville, 

Geo.  R.  Markel,  Boyertown,  Chas.  P.  Schaeffer,  Womelsdorf, 

E.  J.  Conner,  Hamburg,  Mary  H.  Mayer,  Reading. 
M.  E.  Scheibner,  Reading,  F.  W.  Balthaser,  Fleetwood, 
Sydney  J.  Hartman,  Robesonia,  D.  B.  Linderman,  Kutztown. 

BLAIR    COUNTY. 

G.  D.  Robb,  Altoona,  E.   J.   Kagarise,   Martinsburg, 

Oscar  Cunningham,   Bellwood,  Jos.  K.  Ritchey,  Roaring  Spring, 

John  A.  Hindman,  Kipple,  H.   H.   Eichholtz,  Williamsburg, 

BRADFORD    COUNTY. 

J.  P.  Robinson,  Athens,  I.  F.  Stetler,  Sayre, 

W.  L.  Rowlands,  Canton,  James  N.  Muir,  Waverly, 

C.  M.  Coon,  East  Smithneld,  F.  W.  Robbins,  Towanda, 

A.  H.  Updyke,  Monroeton,  Wm.  S.  Murray,  Troy. 
L.  C.  Burroughs,  Rome, 
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BUCKS    COUNTY. 


Mary  E.  Watson,  Bristol,  S.  M.  Rosenberger,  Quakertown, 

A.  W.  Martin,  Doylestown,  Thomas  A.  Bock,  Richboro, 

Lewis  R.  Bond,  Morrisville,  W.  R.  Nauman,  Sellersville, 

C.  J.  Walter,  Newtown,  Chas.  T.  Windle,   Southampton. 
O.  A.  Fulmer,   Perkasie, 


BUTLER   COUNTY. 


John  C.  Dight,  Harmony. 


CAMBRIA    COUNTY. 


Herman  Jones,  Ebensburg,  Bruce  I.  Myers,  Mountaindale, 

O.  S.  Jamison,  Conemaugh,  T.  J.  Fulton,  Patton. 

W.  P.  Long,  Johnstown, 

CARBON   COUNTY. 

J.  K.  Witmer,  Lansford,  J.  F.  Arner,  Packer-ton, 

A.  L.  Custer,  Lehighton,  Jacob  A.  Schrope,  Parryville, 
James  J.  Bevan,  Mauch  Chunk,  E.  E.  Scott,  Summit  Kill, 

L.  G.  Roethlein,  Nesquehoning,  S.  M.  Smyser,  Weissport. 

CENTRE    COUNTY. 

Chas.   E.   Hower,    Boalsburg,  Geo.  W.  Andrew,  Philipsburg, 

B.  M.  Wagenseller,  Centre  Hall,  W.  P.  Hosterman,  Rebersburg. 

D.  W.  Wolf,  Spring  Mill, 

CHESTER    COUNTY. 

J.  A.  Clarke,  Berwyn,  R.   S.  Macnamee,  'Strafford, 

John  R.  Hunsicker,  Downingtown,  John  P.  Taylor,  Goshenville, 

E.  L.  Pontz,  Kennett  Square,  Lena  C.  Ingram,  Toughkenamon, 
Ira  D.  McCord,  Loag,  L.  H.  Bailey,  Unionville, 

U.  F.  Leister,  Phoenixville,  Addison  L.  Jones,  West  Chester, 

J.  K.  Jones,  Spring  City,  Thos.  R.  Guy,  West  Grove. 

CLARION    COUNTY. 

L.  L.  Himes,  Clarion,  S.  R.  Craig,  St.  Petersburg, 

W.  M.  McDonald,  East  Brady,  John  M.  Myers,  Sligo. 

C.  E.  Hankey,  New  Bethlehem, 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

B.  C.  Youngman,  Clearfield,  W.  E.  Tobias,  Penfield, 
J.  C.  Spencer,  DuBois,                                     J.  E.  A.  Bucke,  Ramey. 

CLINTON    COUNTY. 

Ira  M.  McCloskey,  Flemington,  B.  J.  Bowers,  Mill  Hall, 

J.  H.  Mauser,  Lock  Haven,  J.  W.  Elliott,  Renovo. 

COLUMBIA    COUNTY. 

C.  L.  Hirleman,  Benton,  C.  W.  Corbin,  Catawissa. 
Elmer  E.  Garr,  Berwick, 
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CRAWFORD   COUNT  Y 


Wm.  McQuiston,  Atlantic, 

H.  V.  Snyder,  Blooming  Valley, 

C.  F.  Chamberlin,  Cambridge  Springs, 

V.  R.  Henry,  Harmonsburg, 

Claude  D.  Hazen,  Hartstown, 

C.  L.  Craine,  Hayfield, 

D.  E.  Smith,  Hydetown, 
Harry  A.  Rhodes,  Linesville, 


H.  V.  Hotchkiss  (Supt.),  Meadville, 

M'artin  Sheldon,  Springboro, 

Jessie  Clark,  Riceville, 

C.  F.  Armour,  Spartansburg, 

R.  C.  McCrumb,  Springboro, 

H.  D.  Hopkins,  Titusville, 

R.  F.  Washburn,  Venango. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


S.  B.  Shearer  (Supt.),  Carlisle, 
A.  J.  Beitzel,  Mechanicsburg, 


J.  H.  App,  Shippensburg. 

J.  K.  Green,  New  Cumberland, 


DAUPHIN    COUNTY. 


John  H.  Myers,  Berrysburg, 

William  Minsker,  Dauphin, 

Wm.  O.  Moyer,  Gratz, 

A.  E.  Brough,  Halifax, 

Samuel  A.  Baer,  Harrisburg, 

W.  H.  Krill,  Highspire, 

C.   L.   Arnold,   Hummelstown, 


Ira  S.  Wolcott,  Lykens, 

H.  J.  Wickey,  Middletown, 

J.  A.  Noll,  Pillow, 

H.  V.  B.  Garver,  Royalton, 

Chas.  S.  Davis,  Steelton, 

A.   H.   Guberich,   Williamstown. 


DELAWARE   COUNTY. 


Chester  City, 


Chas.  P.  Sweeny,  Darby, 

H.  Emilie  Groce,   Lansdowne, 

Leon  H.  Watters,  Media, 


A.  P.   Silverthorn,  Ridley  Park, 
J.  F.  Parsons,  Upland, 
Geo.  H.  Wilson,  Wayne. 


Jannie  W.  Davis,  Corry, 
John  C.  Diehl,  Erie, 


ERIE   COUNTY. 


Burdette  Bayle,  Milesgrove, 
U.  G.  Smith,  Union  City. 


John  S.  Carroll,  Dunbar. 


FAYETTE    COUNTY. 


R.  N.  Speer,  Tionesta, 


FOREST    COUNTY. 

Z.  N.  Mitchell,  Marienville. 


D.  E.  Rice,  Chambersburg, 
Wm.  D.  Smiley,  Greencastle, 


FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 

R.  T.  Adams,  Waynesboro. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 
John  D.  Myer,  Alexandria,  A.   C.   Geary,  Petersburg. 


INDIANA    COUNTY. 
H.  V.  Rowan,  Homer  City,  J.  P.  Archibald,  Saltsburg. 
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JEFFERSON    COUTY. 

T.  B.  Garbraith,  Brookville,  G.  W.  Denkled,  Reynoldsville, 

G.  L.  Glenn,  Lindsey,  R.  L.  Armstrong,  Brockwayville. 

JUNIATA    COUNTY. 
W.  H.  Shenorry,  Patterson. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

W.  A.  Kelly,  Archbald,  M.  J.  Lloyd,  Priceburg, 

H.  J.  Hockenberry,  Carbondale,  Geo.  W.  Phillips,  Scranton, 

E.  D.  Bovard,  Dunmore,  F.  H.  Greene,  Clark's  Green. 
Wm.  M.  Taggart,  Mayfield, 


LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

H.  'S.  Brinser,  Bainbridge,  G.  Herman  Goetz,  Lititz, 

H.  C.  Snyder,  Christiana,  B.  F.  Heiges,  Manheim, 

H.  G.  Slump,  Denver,  E.  R.  Barclay,  Mt.  Joy, 

P.  A.  Fishel,  Elizabethtown,  Geo.  Z.  Hunter,  New  Holland, 

H.  E,  Gehman,  Ephrata,  S.  E.  Gable,  Quarryville, 

J.  P.  McCaskey,  Lancaster,  I.  B.  Good,  Terre  Hill, 

Sarah  H.  Bundell,  Lancaster,  Ella  V.  Townsend,  Lyles. 


LAWRENCE   COUNTY. 
R.  R.  Liebendorfer,  Wurtemburg,  W.  F.  Bucke,  New  Castle 


LEBANON    COUNTY. 

W.  G.  Weigle,  Cornwall,  Charles  K.  Witmer,  Lebanon. 

Samuel  Haak,  Myerstown, 


LEHIGH   COUNTY. 

J.  H.  Schwartz,  Allentown,  M.  P.  Reagle,  Hokendauqua, 

H.  J.  Reinhard,  Catasauqua,  W.  N.  Decker,  Macungie, 

M.  N.  Huttel,  Coopersburg,  F.  J.  Stettler,  Slatington, 

P.  Z.  Kramer,  Ooplay,  C.  T.  Bender,  West  Bethlehem. 

W.  H.  Unangst,  Emaus, 


LUZERNE    COUNTY. 

Gershon  Crump,  Ashley,  P.  Martin,  Plymouth, 

Frank  P.  Hopper,  Dorranceton,  Asa  Callender,   Shickshinny, 

F.  J.  Regan,  Duryea,  Chas.  W.  Herman,  Wyoming. 
A.  P.  Diffendafer,  Nanticoke, 


LYCOMING   COUNTY. 

J.  G.  Dundore,  Hughesville,  Call  P.  Bastian,  Muncy, 

M.   G.   Cocklin,  Jersey   Shore,  W.  W.  Kelchner,  Williamsport. 

Matt  C.  Young,  Montoursville, 
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J.  E.  Henretta,  Kane, 

J.  B.  Southard,  Port  Allegheny. 


Mary  E.  Dickson,  Clark, 
S.  J.  Orr,  Mercer, 


MERCER    COUNTY. 

F.  F.  Foltz,  West  Middlesex. 


W.  F.  Kennedy,  Lewisburg, 
J.  T.  Baker,  Milroy, 


MIFFLIN    COUNTY. 

D.  E.  Muncey,  Reedsville. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


TV.  R.  Rahn,  Ambler, 
Clarence  G.  Bausman,  Ardmore 
W.  F.  Ziegler,  Ashbourne, 
W.  V.  Lehman,  Bridgeport, 
A.  B.  Hess,  Collegeville, 
J.  H.  Landis,  Conshohocken, 


S.  L.  Barr,  Jenkintown, 
A.  D.  Eisenhower,  Norristown, 
L.  B.  Landis,  North  Wales, 
Wm.  E.  Pollison,  Pottstown, 
O.  P.  DeWitt,  Royersford. 


MONROE    COUNTY. 

Norman    G.    Keiser,    Delaware    Water  H.  L.  Reber,  East  Stroudsburg. 
Gap, 


MONTOUR    COUNTY. 


R.  H.  Wilson,  Danville. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 


W.  H.  Lindeman,  Bangor, 
John  E.  Stocker,  Bethlehem, 
Benj    F.  Sandt,  Easton, 
A.  I.  Reinhard,  Hellertown, 
Frank  Kuth,  Nazareth, 


W.  A.  Wetzel,  Pen  Argyl, 
A.  D.  Wannemaker,  Portland, 
M.  A.  Richard,  South  Bethlehem, 
W.  S.  Grewer,  South  Easton. 


NORTHUMBERLAND    COUNTY. 


B.  F.  Reitz,  Elysburg, 

A.  W.  Johnson,  McEwensville, 

L.  A.  Beardsley,  Milton, 


H.  B.  Brunner,  Mt.  Carmel, 

J.  C.  Carey,  Pottsgrove, 

Geo.  E.  Reynolds,  Turbotville. 


M.  L.  Drum,  Duncannon, 
F.  A.  Hamilton,  Liverpool, 


PERRY  COUNTY. 


J.  O.  Gray,  Marysville, 
J.  C.  Wagner,  Newport. 


-,  Philade:phia, 


PHILADELPHIA. 

AY.  D.  Rorer,  Philadelphia. 


E.  W.  Stevens,  Coudersport. 

F.  J.  Wandall,  Hustin, 


POTTER    COUNTY. 

B.  H.  Eddy,  Ulysses. 


Jno.  C.  Watson,  Milford. 
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PIKE  COUNTY. 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 


Calvin  D.  Yost,  Mahanoy  City,  Clara  M.  Cline,  Shenandoah, 

H.  H.  Spayd,  Minersville,  J.  F.  Derr,  Tamaqua. 

S.  A.  Murtin,  Pottsville, 

SOMERSET   COUNTY. 
V.  R.  Saylor,  Elk  Lick, 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 
H.  J.  Risk,  Susquehanna. 

SULLIVAN    COUNTY. 
J.  H.  Thayer,  DuShore. 

TIOGA    COUNTY. 
H.  E.  Raesly,  Wellsboro. 

UNION    COUNTY. 
C.  R.  Neff,  Mifflintaurg. 

VENANGO    COUNTY. 

E.  D.  Carothers,  Emlenton,  F.  J.  Turnbull,  Oil  City, 
Chas.  E.  Lord,  Franklin,                                W.  O.  Woodring,  Rouseville. 

WARREN    COUNTY. 

H.  N.  Morton,  Sheffield,  Addison  White,  Youngsville. 

B.  G.  Smith,  Warren, 

WASHIGTON   COUNTY. 

M.  L.  Miller,  Burgettstown,  W.  W.  Goodwin,  Monongahela  City, 

F.  E.  Vernon,  Independence,  A.  A.  Hayes,  Washington. 
Geo.  L.  Blackford,  McDonald, 

WAYNE    COUNTY. 

Mark  Creasy,  Hawley,  H.  H.  Pounds,  Starrucca, 

Thos.  S.  March,  Honesdale, 

WESTMORELAND    COUNTY. 

E.  E.  Strawbridge,  Alverton,  A.  A.  Streng,  Latrobe, 

J.  L.  Spugel,  Arnold,  A.  L.  Wilson,  Ligonier, 

C.  E.  Heller,  Greensburg,  W.  G.  Kintigh,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
J.  W.  Anthony,  Jeannette,  E.  L.  Stoner,  Scottdale. 

WYOMING    COUNTY. 
David  Wiant,  Beaumount. 

YORK    COUNTY. 

E.  B.  Barnett,  Delta,  E.  U.  Aumillen,  Wrightsville, 

W.  L.  Hoffheins,  Hanover,  F.  M.  McLaury. 
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COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 


EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

Governor,  WILLIAM  A.  STONE. 

Attorney  General,  JOHN  P.  ELKIN. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 

MEMBERS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Provost,  C.  C.  HARRISON,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
GEORGE  W.  ATHERTON,  President  State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 
W.  J.  HOLLAND,  Chancellor  Western  University,  Allegheny  City,  Pa. 
THEO  L.  SEIP,  President  Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown,  Pa. 
J.  D.  MOFFAT,  President  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Washington,  Pa 
GEORGE  E.  REED,  President  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
G.  M.  PHILIPS,  Principal  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 
EDWARD  BROOKS,  City  Superintendent,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
JAMES  M.  COUGHLIN,  Superintendent,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
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NAMES  OF  PERSONS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUB- 
LIC INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  COMMITTEES  ON  PERMANENT  CERTIFI- 
CATES FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  ACT 
OF  ASSEMBLY,  APPROVED  JUNE  28TH,  1895,  P.  L.,  PAGE  417.  THE  AP- 
POINTMENT TO  DATE  FROM  NOVEMBER  15TH,  1898. 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

M.  N.  Wehler,  East  Berlin,  Helen  L.  Cope,  Gettysburg. 

Melvin  J.  Cook,  Aspers, 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

T.  J.  George,  Carnegie,  Hallie  W.  Jack,  Braddock. 

W.  E.  Borger,  Sewickley, 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

Rea  E.  F.  Coleman,  Dayton,  D.  R.  Sumstine,  Kittanning. 

M.  A.  Milliron,  Parker's  Landing, 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

Margaret  McComb,  New  Brighton,  S.  C.  Humes,  Rochester. 

John  W.  Springer,  West  Bridgewater, 

BEDFORD    COUNTY. 

Ed.  S.  Ling,  Bedford,  H.  H.  Brumbaugh,  St,  Ciairsviile, 

R.  D.  Mock,  Alum  Bank, 

BERKS    COUNTY. 

George  R.  Markel,  Boyertown,  Wm.  A.  Strieker,  Wernersville. 

Katharine  A.  Wanner,  Fleetwood, 

BLAIR    COUNTY. 

E.  S.  Kagarise,  Martinsburg,  Bertha  Mary  Taylor,  Martinsburg. 
J.  K.  Ritchey,  Roaring  Springs, 

BRADFORD    COUNTY. 

F.  W.  Robbins,  Towanda,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Willett,  Troy. 
W.  L.  Rowlands,  Canton, 


BUCKS    COUNTY. 

E.  W.  Martindell,  Hulmeville,  Louise  White,  Morrisville. 

A.  James  Gayman,  Doylestown, 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

George  Stewart,  Evans  City,  Adelaide  K.  Robinson,  Butler. 

D.  C.  Locke,  Zelienople, 
43—5—99 
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CAMBRIA    COUNTY. 

Geo.    A.    Ricketts,    802    Bedford    Street,   O.  S.  Jamison,  Conemaugh, 
Johnstown,  Maggie  Shenkle,  Ebensburg. 

CAMERON    COUNTY. 

Harry  F.  Stauffer,  Emporium,  Sue  A.   Stutenroth,  Driftwood. 

John  C.  Hart,   Sinnemahoning, 

CARBON   COUNTY. 

A.  L.  Custer,  LehigMon,  E.  E.  Scott,  Summit  Hill. 

S.  M.  Smyser,  "Weissport, 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

James  Gregg,  Milesburg,  Ella  Levy,  Bellefonte. 

J.  O.  Harpster,  Philipsburg, 

©HESTER    COUNTY. 

Mrs.  Alida  G.  Dean,  Coatesville,  J.  R.  Hunsicker,  Downingtown. 

Walter  D.  Philips,  West  Chester, 

CLARION    COUNTY. 

S.  R.  Craig,  St.  Petersburg,  Harry  E.  Myers,  Strattonville. 

Emma  Rupert,  Foxburg, 

CLEARFIELD  COUNTY. 

Silas  Frampton,  Coalport,  B.  F.  Rinehart,  Houtzdale. 

Mary  C.  Reesman,  Curwensville, 

CLINTON    COUNTY. 

James  W.  Elliott,  Renovo,  Isaac  Rumberger,  Lock  Haven. 

Mabel  D.  Sweeley,  Salona, 

COLUMBIA   COUNTY. 

E.  E.  Garr,  Berwick,  W.  C.  Mauser,  Bloomsburg. 

Harriett  Cook,   Centralia, 

CRAWFORD    COUNTY. 

C.  F.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  C.  O.  Rundel,  Conneautville. 
EUphenia  Haxton,  Meadville, 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

E.  L.  Cross,  Carlisle,  H.  A.  Mishler,  Mechanicsburg. 

Olive  G.  Gross,  Lemoyne, 

DAUPHIN    COUNTY. 

D.  H.  Romberger,  Williamstown,  Artalissa  I.  Bentley,  Steelton. 
Ola  Myers,  Middletown, 
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DELAWARE   COUNTY. 

G.  Preston  Eckels,  Glenolden,  J.  Fred.  Parsons,  Upland. 

Anna  M.  Worrell,  Llanerch, 

ELK    COUNTY. 
Walter  M.  Peirce,  Ridgway,  Sarah  B.  Swift,  Ridgway. 

F.  W.  Goodwin,  Wilcox, 

ERIE   COUNTY. 
James  R.  Burns,  Erie,  Eva  B.  Haas,  Union  City. 

James  I.  MoLallen,  Girard, 

FAYETTE    COUNTY. 
L.  B.  Brownfleld,  New  Haven,  Walter  E.  Thomas,  Uniontown. 

Ella  Skiff,  Connellsville, 

FOREST    COUNTY. 

C.  E.  Johnson,  Nebraska,  Ethel  Bowman,  Tionesta. 

C.  E.  Whitehill,  Marionville, 

FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 

J.  Beam  Wingerd,  Chambersburg,  Harry  S.  Kuhn,  Lemaster. 

Agnes  R.  Small,  Mont  Alto, 

FULTON   COUNTY. 

Elsie  Greathead,  McConnellsburg,  W.  H.  Rauck,  Hustontown. 

Mattie  C.  Palmer,  Needmore, 

GREENE    COUNTY. 

Phoebe  Wood,  Rutan,  J.  E.  Williamson,  Carmichaels. 

C.  W.  Earnest,  Oak  Forest, 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

J.  G.  Dell,  Huntingdon,  Anna  Lightner,  Neff's  Mills 

M.  H.  Stephens,  Warrior's  Mark, 

INDIANA    COUNTY. 

W.  S.  Trainer,  Indiana,  H.  V.  Rowan,  Homer  City, 

J.  P.  Archibald,  Saltsburg, 

JEFFERSON    COUTY. 

R.  L.  Armstrong,  Brockwayville,  A.  J.  Postlethwait,  Reynoldsville. 

J.  L.  Allison,  Punxsutawney, 

JUNIATA    COUNTY. 

W.  H.  Shemorry,  Patterson,  Bertha  A  Robinson,  Academia. 

J.  H.  Deen,  Academia, 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

T.  G.  Osborne,  Moosic,  Wm.  A.  Kelly,  Archbald. 

Bertha  G.  Williams,  Peekville, 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

B.  F.  Heiges,  Manheim,  Mary  Y.  Welsh,  Columbia. 
Morris  W.  Metzger,  Marietta, 

LAWRENCE   COUNTY. 

George  C.  Thompson,  New  Castle,  Jane  McElwee,  New  Wilmington. 

R.  R.  Liebendorfer,  Mt.  Jackson, 

LEBANON    COUNTY. 

J.  B.  Batdorf,  Lickdale,  Charles  K.  Witmer,  Lebanon. 

Elvy  M.  Kilmer,  Myerstown, 

LEHIGH   COUNTY. 

C.  T.  Bender,  W.  Bethlehem,  J.  P.  Deibert,  Schnecksville. 
M.  P.  Reagle,  Hokendauqua, 

LUZERNE    COUNTY. 

F.  E.  Fickinger,  Plymouth,  Edw.  F.  Hanlon,  Freeland.   - 
J.  O.  Hermann,  Edwardsdale, 

LYCOMING   COUNTY. 

G.  B.  Milnor,  Muncy,  Maggie  Laird,  Jersey  Shore 
M.  C.  Young,  Montoursville, 

McKEAN    COUNTY. 

C.  F.  Haughney,  Duke  Centre,  Geo.  M.  Valsing,  Bradford. 

Howard  M.  Wilson,  Custer  City,  * 

MERCER    COUNTY. 

Alfred  J.  Mooney,  Grove  City,  Mary  E.  Dickson,  Greenville. 

Thos.  M.  Haggerty,  Fredonia, 

MIFFLIN    COUNTY. 

J.  T.  Baker,  Milroy,  M.  C.  Swigart,  McVeytown. 

Mary  L.  Wendt,  Lewistown, 

MONROE    COUNTY. 

C.  D.  Appenzeller,  Stroudsburg,  H.  L.  Reber,  East  Stroudsburg. 

H.  H.  Christian,  Marshall's  Creek, 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

A.  D.  Eisenhower,  Norristown,  Anna  M.  Comly,  Willow  Grove. 

Wm.  F.  Ziegler,  Ashbourne, 
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MONTOUR   COUNTY. 

J.  M.  Hostetter,  Danville,  John  Dong,  Mooresburg. 

Laura  H.  Moser,  Limestoneville, 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

Frank  Huth,  Nazareth,  Carrie  Beidler,  634  Mauch  Chunk  street, 

M.  L.  Home,  South  Bethlehem,  South  Easton. 

NORTHUMBERLAND    COUNTY. 

Myron  Geddes,  Northumberland,  S.  C.  Yocum,  Shamokin. 

Lillian  Grove,  Chillisquaque, 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

John  C.  Wagner,  Newport,  Emma  C.  Rife,  Duncannon. 

J.  O.  Gray,  Marysville, 

PIKE    COUNTY. 

Bessie  Van  Etten,  Milford,  S.  A.  Johnson,  Matamoras. 

Carrie  L.  Hornbeck,  Dingman's  Ferry, 

POTTER    COUNTY. 

E.  W.  Stevens,  Coudersport,  Mrs.  Edith  Clulow,  Roulette. 

Clara  R.  Gridley,  Ulysses, 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Frank,  Gordon,  Win.  S.  Thomas,  Wade. 

J.  F.  Derr,  Tamaqua, 

SNYDER    COUNTY. 

E.  E.  Wetzel,  Beavertown,  Mellie  Kempfer,  Beaver  Springs. 

T.  G.  Herrold,  Chapman, 

SOMERSET    COUNTY. 

Charles  R.  Shultz,  Somerset,  Edith  Zorn,  Berlin. 

J.  B.  Schrock,  Berlin, 

SULLIVAN   COUNTY. 

Chas.  L.  Lewis,  Nordmont,  Anna  Biddle,  Eaglesmere. 

B.  Grace  Lawrence,  Lopez, 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

B.  E.  James,  Montrose,  E.  A.  Benson,  New  Milford. 

Anna  Doran,  Susquehanna,  ' 

TIOGA    COUNTY. 

Minnie  M.  Mack,  Wellsboro,  George  B.  Strait,  Knoxvllle. 

E.  A.  Retan,  Tioga, 
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UNION   COUNTY. 
.John  H.  Wingert,  Lewisburg,  Annie  L.  Schnure,  Lewisburg. 

A.  E.  Hough,  Mifflinburg, 

VENANGO    COUNTY. 
F.  J.  Turnbull,  Oil  City,  Maud  M.  Morris,  Siverly. 

A.  L.  Lackey,  Rocky  Grove, 

WARREN    COUNTY. 
E.  J.  Robinson,  Tidioute,  Marcie  I.  Flower,  115  Fifth  St.,  Warren. 

D.  L.  McMurren,  Corydon, 

WASHIGTON  COUNTY. 
W.  E.  Bair,  Washington,  Ella  Forsythe,  Finleyville. 

J  A.  Snodgrass,  Charleroi, 

WAYNE    COUNTY. 
W.  W.  Baker,  Honesdale,  H.  L.  Fisher,  White's  Valley. 

Minnie  Gay,  Milanville, 

WESTMORELAND    COUNTY. 
W.  W.  Fell,  Derry  Station.  J.  L.  Spiegel,  Arnold. 

Helen  C.  Wilson,  Greensburg, 

WYOMING    COUNTY. 
Mark  C.  James,  Meshoppen,  Evalyn  Carlin,  Tunkhannock. 

I.  F.  Bodle,  South  Eaton, 

YORK    COUNTY. 
Wm.  L.   Hoffheins,  Hanover,  Annie  E.  Wellensick,  433  W.  Market  St., 

Ohas.  E.  Smith,  Red  Lion,  York. 


NAMES  OF  THE  PERSONS  APPOINTED  ON  THE  COMMITTEES  ON  PER- 
MANENT CERTIFICATES  IN  THE  CITIES,  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE 
ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY,  APPROVED  JUNE  28TH,  1895,  P.  L.  PAGE  417. 


ALLEGHENY. 
George  A.  Spindler,  Allegheny,  R.   S.   Orr,   Allegheny. 

May  E.  Angney,  Allegheny, 

ALLENTOWN. 
Wm.  H.  S.  Miller,  437  Linden  St.,  Allentown, 
Rosa  M.  Kessler,  420  N.  Sixth  St.,  Allentown, 
Sallie  Heckrotte,  409  N.  Fifth  St.,  Allentown. 

ALTOONA. 
James  A.   Stewart,  1007  Sixth  ave.,   Al-  Ella  G.  Burley,  803  Howard  avenue,  Al- 

toona,  toona, 

Geo.  D.  Robb,  410  Eighth  St.,  Altoona. 
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CARBONDALE. 

F.  H.  Collins,  Carbondale,  Lucy  A.  Joslin,  Carbondale. 

Cora  Estabrook,  Carbondale, 

CHESTER. 

Thos.  S.  Cole,  Chester,  Laura  E.  Reaney,  608  W.  8th  St.,  Chester. 

Hannah  Sears,  2131  W.  3rd  St.,  Chester, 

HARRISBURG. 

W.  M.  Fahnestock,  1735  Third  St.,  Har-  Virginia  F.  Sample,  1506  Green  St.,  Har- 

risburg,  risburg. 

Virginia  Hoagland,   1401  N.   Front   St., 

Harrisburg, 

LANCASTER. 

B.  W.  Fisher,  Lancaster,  Mary  M.  Musselman,  355  W.  Orange  St.. 

Emma  Powers,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

McKEE  SPORT. 

Clara  A.  Lawrence,  10th  ward,  McKees-  Jessie  Russell,  Madison  ave.,  McKees- 

port.  port, 

F.  M.  Everly,  McKeesport. 

PITTSBURGH. 

John  Golden,  6  Whitney  Terrace,  Pitts-  Mary  E.  Ellermeyer,  5540  Graham  Place, 

burgh,  Pittsburgh. 

H.  W.  Fisher,  350  Lehigh  avenue,  E.  E., 

Pittsburgh, 

READING. 

Kate  E.  Barton,  137  Reed  :St.,  Reading,    Frank    Hankinson,    205  S.    Fifth  street, 
Nora  C.  Moyer,  533  Spruce  St.,  Reading,     Reading. 

SCRANTON. 

Josephine   D.   Lees,    814   Gibson   street,  Lizzie  E.  Penman,  535  Madison  avenue, 

Scranton,  .    Scranton. 

David    Owens,    116    S.    Lincoln    avenue, 

Scranton, 

WILKES-BARRE. 

Thomas  Santee,  Wilkes-Barre,  Enola  B.  Guie,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Nan  S.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre, 

WILLIAMSPORT. 

P.  M.  Bullard,  Newberry,  M.  Lizzie  Wood,  313  Park  ave.,  Williams- 

S.  W.  Furst,  508  Market  St.,  Williams-       port. 
port, 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 


Deputy   Superintendents. 
Hfnry  Houck  and  John  Q.  Stewart. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk,  G.  W.  Haggerty,  Statistical  Clerk* 
Jacob  Heyser,  Recording   Clerk,  J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenographer  and  Typewriter. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds. 


STATE   NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

Postofflce. 

First,    

E.  O.  Ly te 

Millersville. 

Third 

E.  Stroudsburg 

Fifth,    

Sixth 

Bloomsburg. 
Shippensburg. 

Eighth,    

Ninth,    

D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Albert  E.  Maltby,  

Slippery  Rock. 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

A.  J.  Davis,  

(681  ) 
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County. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong,    

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks,    

Blair,    

Bradford,   

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron, 

Carbon,    

Centre,     

Chester 

Clarion,    

Clearfield 

Clinton,   

Columbia 

Crawford,    

Cumberland,    

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk,    

Erie,    

Fayette,    

Forest,   

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata,  

Lackawanna,     ... 

Lancaster,    

Lawrence 

Lebanon,    

Lehigh,    

Luzerne,    

Lycoming,    

McKean,     

Mercer 

Mifflin,    

Monroe , 

Montgomery 

Montour,    

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland , 

Perry 

Pike,    

Potter 

Schuylkill,    

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna,    .. 

Tioga,   

Union 

Venango 

Warren,    

■Washington,    ... 

Wayne 

Westmoreland,    . 

Wyoming,    

York,  


H.  M.  Roth,    

Samuel  Hamilton 

J.  O.  Wolfe 

Chester  A.  Moore,   

J.  Anson  Wright,    

Eli  M.  Rapp 

Henry  S.  Wertz,    

Herbert  S.  Putnam,    .. 

W.  H.  Slotter,    

Howard  I.  Painter,    ... 

T.  L.  Gibson,    

Mattie  M.  Collins,   

A.  S.  Beisel,    

C.   L.  Gra.mley,    

George  W.  Moore 

W.  A.  Beer 

G.  W.  Weaver 

W.  A.  Snyder,   

John  K.  Miller 

E.  M.  Mixer,    

Ira  L.  Brvner,    

H.  V.  B.  Garver,   

A.  G.  C.  Smith,   

J.  W.  Sweeney,    

Thomas  M.  Morrison, 
John  S.  Carroll 

E.  E.  Stitzinger,    

W.   F.  Zumbro 

Clem  Chesnut,    

George  F.  Martin,    

S.  G.  Rudy,    

J.  T.  Stewart,    

R.  B.  Teitrick,    

Oden  C.  Gortner,    

J.  C.  Taylor 

M.  J.  Brecht 

Thomas  M.  Stewart,    . 

John  W.  Snoke,   

Alvin   Rupp,    

Frank  P.  Hopper 

J.  G.  Becht 

John  E.  Myers,    

James  S.  Fruit,  Jr.,  .. 
Samuel  L.  Hanawalt, 
Horace  L.  Walter,    ... 

R.  F.  Hoffecker,    

William  D.   Steinbach, 

H.  K.  Bender 

Benjamin  Apple - 

Ezra  H.  Bryner,    

George  Sawyer 

Otis  A.   Kilbourn,    — 
G.  W.  Weiss,   , 

F.  C.  Bowersox 

E.  E.  Pritts,   

F.  W.  Meylert 

Charles  E.  Moxley,    .. 

W.  R.  Longstreet,    

Daniel   P.   Stapleton, 

John  F.  Bigler,    

Orlo  J.  Gunning 

F.  R.  Hall 

D.  L.  Hower,    

W.  W.  Ulerich 

Frank  H.  Jarvis,  ..-. 
D.  H.  Gardner,    


Gettysburg. 

Braddock. 

Kelly's  Station. 

Beaver. 

Bedford. 

Hamburg. 

Duncansville. 

Towanda. 

Doylestown. 

Butler. 

Ebensburg. 

Driftwood. 

Lehigbton. 

Rebersburg 

Ercildoun. 

Callensburg. 

Clearfield. 

Salona. 

Bloomsburg. 

Meadville. 

Carlisle. 

Middletown. 

Media. 

Saint  Mary's. 

Erie. 

Dunbar. 

Nebraska. 

Chambersburg. 

Hustontown. 

Waynesburg. 

Huntingdon. 

Indiana. 

Brookville. 

Mifnintown. 

Scranton. 

Lancaster. 

Mount  Air. 

Annville. 

Allentown. 

Wilkes-Barre. 

Muncy. 

v^methport. 

Mercer. 

Lewistown. 

Stroudsburg. 

Norristown. 

Danville. 

East  Bangor. 

Sunbury. 

New  Bloomfield. 

Millrift. 

Coudersport. 

Schuylkill  Haven. 

Middleburg. 

Somerset. 

Laporte. 

Hallstead. 

Mansfield. 

Lewisburg. 

Franklin. 

Warrcm. 

Washington. 

Honesdale. 

Greensburg. 

Tunkhannock. 

York. 
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City,   Borough  or 
Township. 


Allegheny 

Allentown 

Altoona 

Ashland 

Beaver  Falls,    

Bethlehem,    

Braddock,    

Bradford,  

Bristol 

Butler 

Carbondale ,    

Carlisle,    

Chambersburg,    

Chester,  

Coal  township,  (North- 
umberland Co.) j 

Columbia,    

Connellsville,    

Conshohocken 

Corry i 

Danville 

DuBois 

Dunmore,    

Easton I 

Erie,    

Franklin,    j 

Greensburg | 

Harrisburg,    

Hazleton,   

Hazle     township     (Lu- 
zerne Co.),    | 

Homestead 

Huntingdon,    

Jeannette,    

Johnstown,    

Lancaster 

Lebanon,    

Lock  Haven 

Lower      Merion      twp. 
(Montgomery  Co.),  .. 

McKeesport ,     

Mahanoy  City,    

Mahanoy        township, 
(Schuylkill  Co.),    .... 

Meadville 

Middletown,    

Mifflin  township   (Alle- 
gheny Co.),   

Milton,   

Mount  Carmel,   

Nanticoke,     

New  Brighton ,    

New  Castle,    

Newport  township  (Lu- 
zerne Co.),   

Norristown,    

Oil  City,    

Philadelphia,    

Pboenixville 

Pittsburgh 

Pottstown,     

Pottsville 

Radnor      twp.      i  Dela- 
ware Co.) 

Reading,     

Scranton,    

Shamokin 


Name. 


John  Morrow Allegheny. 

Francis  D.  Raub,    Allentown. 

D.  S.  Keith,   Altoona. 

William  C.  Estler Ashland. 

Charles  J.  Boak,   Beaver  Falls. 

Geo.  W.  Twitmyer ,   Bethlehem. 

John  S.  Keefer,    Braddock. 

E.  E.  Miller Bradford. 

Louise  D.  Baggs Bristol. 

John  A.  Gibson Butler. 

Elmer  E.  Garr,    j  Carbondale. 

S.  B.  Shearer ,  Carlisle. 

Samuel  Gelwix Chambersburg. 

Charles  F.  Foster I  Chester. 


Postoffice. 


Albert  Lloyd,    

Daniel  Fleisher 

J.  P.  Wiley 

J.  Horace  Landis 

A.  D.  Colegrove,   

James  C.  Houser,    

W.  L.  Greene 

E.  D.  Bovard,    

William  W.   Cottingham, 

H.  C.  Missimer,    

N.  P.  Kinsley,   

A.  M.  Wyant 

Lemuel  O.   Foose 

David  A.  Harman,    


Joseph  B.  Gabrio, 
John  C.  Kendall,  . 
Kimber  Cleaver,  . 
John  W.  Anthony, 

J.  M.  Berkey 

R.   K.   Buehrle,    .. 

R.  T.  Adams,    

John  A.  Robb,    . . . 


J.  I.  Robb,    

H.  F.  Brooks 

William  N.  Ehrhart, 


Frank  J.  Noonan,  .. 
Henry  V.  Hotchkiss, 
H.    J.    Wickey,     


Shamokin. 

Columbia. 

Connellsville. 

Conshohocken. 

Corry. 

Danville. 

DuBois. 

Dunmore. 

Easton. 

Erie. 

Franklin. 

Greensburg. 

Harrisburg. 

Hazleton. 

Hazleton. 

Homestead. 

Huntingdon. 

Jeannette. 

Johnstown. 

Lancaster. 

Lebanon. 

Lock  Haven. 

Bryn  Mawr. 
McKeesport. 
Mahanoy  City. 

St.   Nicholas. 

Meadville. 

Middletown. 


J.  M.  Reed,   I  Dravosburg. 


A.  Reist  Rutt,    ... 
Samuel  H.  Dean, 
John  W.  Griffiths, 

J.  B.  Richey,    

J.  W.  Canon,    


James  A.  Dewey,  .. 
Joseph  K.  Gotwals, 
C.  A.  Babcock,  .... 
Edward  Brooks,  ... 
Harry  F.  Leister,  .. 
Samuel  Andrews,  . 
William  W.  Rupert, 
B.  F.  Patterson,    .. . 


George  H.  Wilson, 
Ebenezer  Mackey, 
George  Howell, 


Milton. 

Mount  Carmel. 
Nanticoke. 
New  Brighton. 
New  Castle. 

Wanamie. 

Norristown. 

Oil  City. 

Philadelphia. 

Phoenixville. 

Pittsburgh. 

Pottstown. 

Pottsville. 

Wayne. 

Reading. 

Scranton. 


William  F.  Harpel,    j  Shamokin. 
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City,   Borough  or 
Township. 


Sharon 

Shenandoah,  ... 
South  Bethlehem 

Steelton,   

Sunbury,    

Tamaqua 

Titusville 

Tyrone,    

Uniontown 

"West  Chester,  .. 
Wilkes-Barre,  .. 
Wilkinsburg,  ... 
Williamsport,  .. 
York,  


Name. 


Postoffice. 


J.  A.  McLaughry ,   Sharon. 

J.  W.  Cooper Shenandoah. 

Owen  R.  Wilt,   i  South  Bethlehem. 

L.    E.   McGinnes,    !  Steelton. 

Ira  Shipman,  '  Sunbury. 

R.  F.  Ditchburn ;  Tamaqua. 

Henry  Pease j  Titusville. 

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger i  Tyrone. 

Lee  Smith Uniontown. 

Addison  Jones !  West  Chester. 

James   M.   Coughlin Wilkes-Barre. 

E.  J.  Shives,    I  Wilkinsburg. 

Charles  Lose "Williamsport. 

Atreus  Wanner,   j  York. 
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